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BOOK III. Continued. 



Vol. II. B 



CHAP. IV. 



Cathedral of the AJfiimption of the Virgin Mary 
in the Kremlin. — To7nbs of the Rullian pa- 
triarchs. — Origin and abolition of the patri-- 
archal dignity. — Account of the patriarchal 
Philaretes father of the hoife of Romanof. 
— Biographical anecdotes of the patriarch 
Nicon. 

TH E cathedral of the AHiimption of 
the Virgin Mary, which has long 
been appropriated to the coronation of the 
Ruffian fovereigns, is another church in the 
Kremlin, that remains to be defcribed. This 
temple is the moft fplendid and magnificent 
in Mofcow. The fkreen is in many parts 
covered with plates of folid filvcr and gold 
richly worked. From the centre of the 
roof hangs an enormous chandelier of mafly 
filver, weighing 2940 pounds : it was made 
in England, and was a prefent from Moro- 
fof, prime-minifler and favourite of Alexey 

B 2 Michaelo^ 
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Michaelovitch. The facred utenfils and epif- 
copal veilments are extraordinary richj but 
the tafte of the workmanfliip is in general 
rude, ' and by no means equal to the ma- 
terials. 

^any of the figures which cover the in- 
fide'^^walls are of a colollal fize : fome are 
very anticnt, and were executed fo early as 
in the latter end of the fifteenth century. 
This church contains, amongft the reft, a 
head of the Virgin, fuppofed to have been 
painted by St. Luke, and greatly celebrated 
in this country for its fandtity and the power 
of working miracles. The face is almofl: 
black ; the head is ornamented with a glory 
of precious ftones ; and the hands and body 
are gilded, which gives it a moft grotefque 
appearance. It is placed in the Ikreen, and 
enclofed within a large filver covering, which 
is never taken off but on great feftivals, or 
for the curiofity of Grangers. This Madonna 
is more anticnt than the other paintings: 
according to the tradition of the church, it 
was brought from Greece to Kiof when that 
city was the rcfidence of the Ruflian fovc- 
reigns ; from thence it was transferred to 
Volodimir, and afterwards to Mofcow. It 
fcems to have been a Grecian painting, and 

was 
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was probably anterior to the revival of that 
art in Italy *. 

In this cathedral are depofited the remains 
of the Ruffian patriarchs. 

The 

* I faw feveral paintings of the Virgin in the north of 
Italy fimilar to this : a few were faid to be the produdtions 
of St. Luke, others of Cimabue, or his fcholars. The 
complexion in thefe was likewife of a dufky hue, and 
plainly from the fancy of the painters. This leads me 
to imagine that the Grecian painters origin^jlly reprefented 
the Virgin of a dark complexion, which was copied by the 
earlieft Italian artifts, Cimabue and his immediate fcholars, 
who received the art from the Greeks. Le Bruyn, fpeak- 
ing of this Madonna at Mofcow, fays, " It is very gloomy 
" and almoft black ; but whether this proceeds from the 
" efFecls of time, or the fmoke of tapers, or the fancy of 
" the painter; certain it is, there is no great matter in it." 
&c. Travels, vol. I. p. 76. An ingenious author, in 
a late publication, mentions in the monaftery of Monte - 
Virgine, a Colofial portrait of the Virgin Mary, which 
paffes for the work of St. Luke the Evangelift, and adds, 
" There are in Italy and elfewhere fomc dozens of black, 
" ugly Madonnas, which all pafs for the work of his hands, 
^- and as fuch are revered.'' To which paiTage hefubjoins 
the following note, •but without citing his authority: 
" The origin of this fable, or rather mi flake, appears to 
" be, that about the time that paintings of fioly fubjedts 

came into fafhion, there lived at Conltantinople a painter 

called Luke, who, by many reprefentations of thq Virgin, 
*^ acquired a very tranfcendent reputation. He was a 
" man of exemplary life, and on account of his piety, and 

the edifying ufe he made of his talents, 'was generally 

B 3 - ci known 
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The firll of tliefe was Job, before whofe 
time the primate of the Rufllan church was 
fufFragan to the patriarch of Conuantinople. 
Job, being mctropoUtan archbifliop of Mof- 
cow, was, in the year 1588, inftalled in this 
^cathedral patriarch of Ruflii, by Jeremias pa- 
triarch of Condiantinople, with all due fo- 
lemnities. The ceremony of tranflating the 
fee from the capital of Turkey to this city 
is thus dcfcribed by an author, who was him- 
felf prefcnt ^, 

" On 

*^ known by the name of the Holy Liiicc. In proctfs 
of time, when the cpocha and circumllanccs of his life 
were forgotten by the vulgar, and his pcrlbrmances had 
acquired by age a fmoky, dulky caft, fufficicnt to perplex 
the fliort-hghted connoifiears of thofe days,* devotees 
afcribed his pictures to the Evangellft, who was pro- 
" nounced a painter, becaufe they knew of no other faint 
of the. name, aiul becaufc if he had been a painter, no 
*'^one could have had fuch opportunities of examining and 
" delineating the features of the holy model." Swinburne's 
Travels in the Two Sicilies, p. 123. For proof of tlie 
introduction of painting into RufTia and Italy by the Greeks, 
fee the Dcfoription of the Cathedral of St. Sophia at No- 
vogorod. 

* Fletcher's, Rullia, Chap. 21. This author add^, 
that Jeremias, whom he ca.lls Hieronimo, had 'been either 
baniflied fiom Conrtantinople by the Turks, or depofed by 
the Grtek clergy j th.-^t he came to Mofcow without any 
invitation from the Ruflians, in order to obtain money 
from the tzar Feodor Ivanovitchj and that with tliis view 

he 

/ 
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On the 25di of January, 1588, the 
Greek patriarch, accompanied with the 
RulTs cleargie, went to the great church 
" of Precheile, or our Ladie, within the 
Emperour's caftle, where he made an ora- 
tion, and delivered his refignation in an 
" inflrument of writino;, and fo laid down 
his patriarchal llafF^; which was prefently 
received by the metropolite of Mofko, and 
divers other ceremonies ufed about the 
inauguration of the new patriarch." 
The moft venerable of Job's fucceffors in 
the patriarchal fee was Philaretes, who, though 
no fovereign himfelf, is celebrated as being the 
founder . of that line of Ruffian monarchs, 
diilinguiflied by the name of the Houfe of 
Romanof His fecular name was Feodor : 

he propofed the tranflation of the patriarchal fee from Con- 
ftantinople to Mofcow. 

Others deny that he was either dcpofed or banilhed ; 
and relate, that the tzar having formally demanded the 
confent of the four patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, Con- 
ftantinople, and Jcrufalem, to the eftabhfhment of a nev^ 
patriarch in Ruffia, they acceded to the requeft, and fo- 
lemnly deputed Jeremias to Mofcow, who invefted the me* 
tropolitan Job with the new dignity. King on the Greek 
Church, p. 496. 

* In confeqiience of a cuftom prevalent among the 
Ruffians to adopt the appellation of the grandfather for a 
family name, the new royal line was called Romanof, in 
honour of Roman, Feodor's grandfather. 

B 4 he 
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he drew his lineage from Andrew, a Pruffian 
prince, who came into Ruflia about the 
middle of the fourteenth century; and whofe 
immediate defcendants enjoyed the moft 
confiderable honours and the higheft offices 
under the fovereigns of this country. Feodor 
was fon of Nikita Romanovitch, great grand- 
fon of Andrew, and brother of Anaftafia 
firft wife of Ivan Vaflilievitch II. When 
Boris himfelf was elevated to the throne ; the 
high birth, great abilities, and popularity of 
Feodor Romanof rendered him fo obnoxious to 
the new monarch, that he was compelled to 
afllime the priefthood, and was confined in 
a monaftery ; upon which occafion he, ac- , 
cording to the Ruffian cuflom, changed his 
name to PhUaretes. 

Upon the acceffion, in 1 605, of the fovereign 
whom the Ruffians call the Falfe Demetrius, 
he was releafed from his confinement, and 
appointed to the archbilhoprick of Rofiof; 
but in this period of his life he feemed doom- 
ed to a fucceffion of imprifonments. Soon 
after the dcpofition of Vaffili Shuifki, when 
a; ftrong party among the nobles had agreed 
to eled Ladiflaus, fon of Sigifmond III. king 
0/ Poland, tzar of Ruffia; Philarctes was, 
in i6io, difpatched at the head of an cm- 

balTy 
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baffy to Sigifmond, in order to fettle the con- 
ditions of his fon's eleftion. He found the 
Polifh monarch engaged in the fiege of Smo- 
lenfko ; and when the king demanded the 
immediate ceflion of that town, Philaretes 
warmly returned, " When your fon has af- 
cended our throne, he will poflefs not only 
Smolenlko, but all RuiTia j and it ill be- 
comes you to difmember his territories/' 
Sigifmond, exafperated at this fpirited reply, 
and ftill farther inflamed by the remonftrances 
which Philaretes and the embafladors urged 
againft his condudl towards Ruffia, arrefted 
and threw them into prifon. Philaretes lan- 
guifhed nine years in the caftle of Marien- 
burgh in Pruflia, under a moft rigorous 
confinement, during v/hich even many of 
the common neceffaries were frequently with- 
held from him. His abfence, however, did 
not diminiih the refped; and veneration which 
the Ruffians entertained for his charadter : 
the whole nation unanimoufly conferred the 
crown upon his fon Michael, a youth only 
in the feventeenth year of his age ; in hopes 
that a peace with Poland would reftore Phi- 
Jaretes to ^is country, and render him the 

* Bufchmg. Hift. Mag. v. XL p. 403. 

director 
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diredlor of that power with which the}^ had 
inverted his fon. This expeftation v/as gra- 
tified at the truce of Develina, concluded in 
1619, between Rullia and Poland, which gave 
Philaretes to the wifhes of the pcopk. Im- 
mediately upon his arrival at Mofcow he 
confecrated patriarch, and became the 
real, though not the oftenfible, fovereign of 
this country ; as his fon may be laid to have 
held the reins of government under his ab- 
(blute diredlion. He was inverted with the 
adminillration of affairs ; his name was fre- 
quently aflcciated in the public ads \vith that 
of the tzar * ; he gave audience to enibaffa- 
dors -f- ; and upon many public occalions was 
permitted to take precedence of his fon :{:. 
His experience, moderation, and abilities, ren- 
dered him worthy of thefe high honours, and 
this unbounded authority ; and the profperity 
of Michael's reign proclaimed the wifdoni of 
his fage monitor. Philaretes died in 1633, in 
an advanced age, regretted by his fon and the 
whole kingdom. 

The lall of thefe patriarchs was Adrian, at 
whofe demife, in 1699, Pc^er, attentive to 

, ♦ Schmid. Ru(r. Gcf. V. II. p. 13. 

t Bufching. Hift. Mag. V. VII. p. 329. 
X Olcarius. 

the 
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the true interefts of his crown, could never 
be prevailed upon to nominate a fucceffor ; 
and in 1721 the patriarchal dignity was for- 
mally aboliflied. 

In a former chapter I obferved, that tliere 
are no feats in the Ruffian churches, the cere- 
monial of the Greek worfliip requiring all 
perfons to ftand during the performance of 
divine fervice. In this cathedral, facred to 
the AiTumption of the Virgin Mary, I ob- 
ferved two elevated places near the flcreen, 
enclofed with rails without feats : one of 
them is appropriated to the fovereign ; the 
other was formerly deilined fOr the patriarch, 
whofe flate and grandeur were in fome in- 
ftances not inferior to thofe of the tzar him- 
felf. Upon fome public occafion the arch- 
bifhop of Novogorod, who afpired to have 
the patriarchal dignity revived in his perfon, 
pointing to the place formerly occupied by 
the patriarch, remarked to Peter, Sire, that 

ftruflure is now ufelefs ; will not your 

majefty order it to be removed?'' Peter 
was filent ; but, upon the archbifhop's repeat- 
ing the queftion, turned to him and faid, 
*^ That place fhall not be removed, nor fhall 

you fill it." 

' The 
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The Ruffians reckon eleven patriarchs frorti 
the firft eftablifhment of the dignity in the 
perfon of Job, to its final abolition after the 
death of Adrian. Of thefe th» greateft and 
moft confpicuous was the celebrated Nicon ; 
whom, as he is the only patriarch not inter- 
*red in this cathedral, I could not mention 
upon contemplating their tombs. It is hoped 
that no apology needs be offered for the fol- 
lowing account of a man, whom fome Ruf- 
fians ftill abhor as Antichrift, and others adore 
as a faint ; and whofe extraordinary charadler 
has never been faithfully reprefented to the 
Englilh reader. 

Nicon was born in 1613, in a village of 
the government of Niflmei Novogorod, of fuch 
obfcure parents, that their names and ftation 
are not tranlmitted to pofterity. He received, at 
the baptil'mal font, the name of Nikita, which 
afterwards, when he became monk, he chang- 
ed to Nicon J the appellation by which he 
is more generally known. He was educated 
in the convent of St. Macarius, under the 
care of a monk. From the courfe of his 
iKidirs,. which were almoll folely direded to 
the Holy Scriptures, and the exhortations of 
his preceptor, he imbibed at a very early pe- 
riod, the ftrongefl attachment to a monaftic 

life; 
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life ; and was only prevented from following 
the bent of his mind by the perfuafions and 
authority of his father. In conformity, how- 
ever, to the wilhes of his family, though con- 
trary to his own inclination, he entered into 
matrimony ; and, as that ftate precluded him 
from being admitted into a convent, he was 
ordained a fecular prieft. 

With his wife he pafTed ten years j lirft as 
a parifh-prieft in fome country village, and 
afterwards at Mofcow in the fame capacity ; 
but lofmg three children, whom he tenderly 
loved, his difguft for the world and his pro- 
penfity to folitude returned v^ith redoubled 
violence ; and, having perfuaded his wife to 
^ take the veil, he entered into the monaftick 
order. He chofe for his own retreat a fmall 
illand of the White-Sea, inhabited only by i 
few perfons, who formed a kind of eccleliar- 
tical eftablifhment, as remarkable for the 
aufterity of their rules as for the folicuJe of 
their fituation : about twelve monks dv/ellcd 
in feparate cells, equally diftant from each 
other ^ and from the church which flood in 
the center of the ifland. Thefe lonely ancho- 
rites aflembled regularly on Saturday evening; 

* Two verftsj or a mile and a half. 
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in the church, where they alTifted in the per- 
formance of divine fervice during the whole 
night, and the next day until noon, when 
they retired to their refpedive habitations. 
This pradtice was repeated on certain felli- 
vais ; at other times each recluft occupied 
his cell undiflurbed by any mutual intercourfe. 
Their food was bread, and filh which they 
caught themfelves, or procured from parts 
of\he contiguous continent. Such was the 
fituation to which Nicon retired, as congenial 
to the gloomy ftate of his own mind ; where, 
brooding in folitude upon the uncertainty of 
human life, he was unhappily led to confider 
the moft debafing aufterities as acceptable to 
the Supreme Being ; and necelfarily contract- 
ed that cloiftered pride, which gave an alloy 
to his fublimc virtues, and proved the greatett 
defedt in his character, when he was after- 
wards called upon to fulfil the duties of a 
public and exalted ftation. 

After a fliort relidence in this illand, Nicon 
was chofen to accompany the chief of the ec- 
clefiafticul eftabliHimcnt to Mofcow, in order 
to raife a collection for the building of a new 
church. He was fcarcely returned from this 
expedition, when, at the inftigation of the 
chief, whom he had offended during his 
§ journey. 
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journey, he was compelled by the other monks 
to retire from the iHand. He embarked in an 
open boat, with only a fingle perfon to aflift 
him, in an high fea : being overtaken by a 
violent ftorm, he v/as tolled about and in 
continual danger of perifhing ; but was at 
length driven upon ah illand near the mouth 
of the Oneea, 

From this ifland he repaired to a monallery 
upori the contiguous continent; and being 
admitted into the fociety, inftead of inhabit- 
ing an apartment in the convent, he, in imi- 
tation of his former folitude, conftrudcd a 
feparate . cell on an adjacent ifland ; where 
he lived upon the fiih that he caught with 
his own hands, and never vilited the monaf- 
tery but during the time of divine fervice. 
By this reclufe and rigid way of life he was 
held in fuch high efteem by the brethren, 
that upon the death of their fuperior they 
unanimoufly raifed him to the vacant dignity. 
He continued in this capacity for three years, 
when, being drawn by fome family affairs to 
Mofcow, he was cafually prefented to the 
tzar Alexey Michaelovitch ; who was fo cap- 
tivated with his various talents, extenlive 
learning, and natural eloquence, as to detain 
him at Mofcow, and to take him under his 

immediate 
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immediate protedion. Within lefs than five 
years he was fuccellively created archimandrite 
or abbot of the Novofpatfkoi convent ; arch- 
hilhop of Novogorod ; and patriarch of Ruf- 
fia. He deferved thefe rapid promotions by 
2 fare aflemblage of extraordinary qualities, 
which even his enemies allow him to have 
poflfefTed; undaunted courage, irreproachable 
morals, exalted charity, comprehenfive learn- 
ing, and commanding eloquence. 

While archbifhop of Novogorod, to which 
dignity he was railed in 1 649, he gave a me- 
morable inftance of his firmnefe and difcre- 
tion. During a timiult in that city, the Im- 
perial governor, prince Feodor Kilkof, took 
refuge in the archiepifcopal palace againft the 
fury of the infargents j who, burfting open 
the gates, threatened inftant pillage if the 
governor was not delivered to them without 
delay. Nicon, inftead of acceding to their 
demand, boldly advanced into the midft of 
them, and exhorted them to peace. The 
popufece, inflamed to madnefs by the pre- 
late's appearance, transferred their rage 'from 
the governor to him ; affaulted him with 
ftones ; dragged him by the hair ; and offered 
every fpecies of violence and indignity to his 
pcrfon. Being conveyed to the palace in a 
9 ftate 
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Hate of infenfibility, he was recovered by 
immediate affiftancej but, regardlefs of the 
imminent danger from which he had juft 
efcaped, he perfifted in his refolution, either 
to appeafe the tumult, or perifh in the at- 
tempt. With this defign, as if devoting 
himfelf to certain death, he confefTed and re- 
ceived the facrament, and repaired to the town- 
houfe, where the infurgents were aflembled. 
He confounded them by his prefence; fof- 
tened them into repentance by a firm, but 
pathetic, addrefs ; and, perfuading them to 
difperfe, tranquilHty was inftantly reftored to 
the town, which the moment before had ex- 
hibited a fcene of confufion and uproar* 
This calm, however, was of no long dura- 
tion : the fedition, which had been thus al- 
layed by the fpirit and eloquence of Nicon, 
being fomented by the ringleaders of the 
tumult, broke into open rebellion : many of 
the inhabitants renounced their allegiance to 
the tzar; and propofed to deliver the town 
into the hands of the king of Poland • The 
prelate, however, undaunted by this change in 
their fentiments, did not difcontinue his efforts 
to bring them back to their duty : his remon- 
ftrances and exhortations gradually prevailed; 
many flocked to his palace, defiring his in- 
VoL. IL C terceflion 
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terceflion with their enraged fovereign j and 
though the remainder of the infurgents block- 
ed up all the avenues to the town, yet he 
contrived, at the peril of his life, to feed 
infornniation to the tzar. Being armed, by a 
commiflion from Mofcow, with full powers^ 
he by a vigorous exertion of his authority, 
but without the elFufion of blood, finally 
quelled the rebellion • To him was commit- 
ted the trial of the rebels, and the abfolute 
difpofal of life and death ; an office which he 
executed with as much judgment as lenity. 
The leader of the fedition was alone puniflied 
with death j ten of his moft mutinous adhe- 
rents were knooted and banilhed ; and a few 
others were condemned to a (hort imprifon- 
ment. Nicon nobly forgave the outrage 
committed againfl; his own perfon ; and in 
chaftizing the public offence tempered the 
fe verity of juftice with the feelings of hu- 
manity. 

He gained the rcfpedt of the inhabitants 
by the unwearied afTiduity with which he 
performed the functions of his archiepifcopal 
office ; and conciliated their affedtion by aAs 
of unbounded charity. He built and endowed 
alms-houfcs for widows, old men, and or- 
phans : was the great patron of the indigent ; 

the 
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the zealous protedlor of the lower clafs of 
men againfl the oppreflions of the great; 
and during a dreadful famine, appropriated 
the revenues of his fee to the general relief 
of the poor. 

He was no lefs confplcuous in the vigilant 
difcharge of the high duties of his patriarchal 
office, to which he was appointed in 1652, 
only in the 39th year of his age. He infti- 
tuted feminaries for the inftru<3:ion of priefts 
in the Greek and Latin languages ; he en- 
riched the patriarchal library with many 
rare ecclefiaftical and claflical manufcripts 
drawn from a convent at Mount Athos. By 
a diligent revifal of the Holy Scriptures, and 
a collation of the various editions of the Old 
and New Teftament, perceiving that many 
errors had crept into the printed copies of 
the Bible and Liturgy ufed for divine fervice ; 
he prevailed upon the tzar to fummon a 
general council of the Greek church at Mof- 
cow, in which he prefided. By his argu- 
ments, authority, and influence, it was deter- 
mined that the moft antient Sclavonian verfion 
of the Bible was exadt j and that the errors 
with which the later copies abounded fhould 
be corrected. He infpeded and fuperintended 

C 2 the 
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the printing of a new^ edition of the Sclavonian 
Bible, which was become fo rare as not to be 
purchafed at any price. He removed from the 
churches the pictures of deceafed perfons, 
to which many of the Ruflians offered the 
moft blind adoration ; he abolifhed a few 
ceremonies which had been carried to a moft 
fuperrtitious excefs : in a word, his labours 
tended more to the reformation of the church, 
than tlie united efforts of all his predeceflbrs 
in the patriarchal chair. 

Nor was he folely diftinguiflied in his pro- 
feflional character ; but proved himfelf no 
lefs qualified in a civil capacity. Notwith- 
ftanding the courfe of his ftudies had been 
hitherto confined to ecclefiallical fubjeds, 
and the rccluienefs of his former life feem- 
ed to impede the attainment of political 
knowledge ; yet he was no fooner called to 
a public llation, than his abilities expanded 
in proportion as the objeds which they em- 
^ braced became more niuncrous and impor- 
tant : his fagacity, lharpcned by continual 
application, foon rendered him mailer of the 
moll intricate affairs ; taught him to comprc- 
[lend and difcriminate a variety of the moft 
oppofite interefts ; and to adopt that decifive 

line 
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line of condud: which marks the great and 
enlightened ftatefman. Being confulted by 
the tzar upon all occafions, he foon became 
the foul of his councils ^ j and gained the af- 
cendancy in the cabinet by the ftrength of 
his reafoning, and by a vaft fuperiority of 
genius, ever fertile in expedients, and zealous 
to recommend the moft vigorous and fpirited 
meafures. 

After having thus attained the higheft fum- 
mit of human grandeur to which a fubjed; 
can arrive, he fell a viftim to popular dif- 
contents, and to the cabals of a court. His 
fall, no lefs fudden than his rife, may be traced 
from the following caufes. The removal of 
the painted images from the churches difgufted 
a large party among the Ruffians fuperlH- 
tioufly addidted to the adoration of their an- 

* The influence which Nicon, from the fuperiority of 
his genius, obtained in the tzar's councils, perhaps induced 
Voltaire, in his erroneous account of this patriarch, to de- 
clare, that he " voulut elever fa chaire au-defllis du trone; 
" non feulement il ufurpalt le droit de s'afTeoir dans lefenat 
" a cote du czar, mais il pretendait, qu'on ne pouvait faire 
" nl la guerre ni la paix fans fon confentement,'' &c. 
Hift. de Pierre le Grand, p. 74. From Voltaire, the com- 
piler of the article of Ruffia, in the Univerfal Hifrory, has 
adopted this idle affertion. V. XXXVIII. p. 140, 
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ceftors ; the corrcdion of the errors in the 
Liturgy and Bible j the abolition of fome 
ceremonies ; and the admifllon of a few others 
(introduced, perhaps, with too much hafte, 
and without paying a due deference to the 
prejudices of his countrymen), occafioned 
a fchifm in the church; many perfons 
averfe to all innovations, and adhering to the 
old tenets and ceremonies, formed a very con- 
fiderable fed under the appellation of Old 
Believersy and, rifing in feveral parts, created 
much difturbance to the ftate, circumftances 
naturally imputed to Nicon by his enemies. 
He attracted the hatred of an ignorant and 
indolent clergy by the appointment of Greek 
and Latin feminaries ; he raifed the envy and 
jealoufy of the prime-miniller and courtiers 
by his predominance in the cabinet, and by 
the haughtinefs of his deportment ; and by 
the fame means he offended the tzarina and 
her father, who were implacable in their re- 
fentment. 

All thefe various parties uniting in one 
great combination againft him, Nicon haften- 
ed his fall by a fupercilious demeanour, which 
occafionally bordered upon arrogance ; by 
trufting folely for his fupport to the rectitude 
of his condud and the fevour of his fove- 
^ reign j 
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reign; and by difdaining to guard againft, 
what he confidered, as the petty intrigues of 
a court. 

The only circumftance which feemed want- 
ing to complete his difgrace was the lofs of 
Alexey's protection ; and this was at length 
effected by the gradual, but fecret, infinuations 
of the tzarina and her party ; who finally 
availed themfelves of an unfuccefsful war with 
Poland, of which the patriarch is faid to have 
been the principal advifer, to excite the tzar s 
difpleafure againft him. Nicon, finding him- 
felf excluded from the prefence of a fovereign 
accuftomed to confult him upon every emer- 
gency J and difdaining to hold the higheft 
office in the kingdom, when he had loft 
the confidence of his mafter, aftonifhed the 
public by a voluntary abdication of his pa- 
triarchal dignity. This meafure, cenfured 
by many as hafty and imprudent, and highly 
expreffive of that pride which ftrongly marked 
his character, muft yet be efteemed manly 
and refolute ; which even thofe who con- 
demn cannot but admire. It may alfo admit 
of great palliation, if we confider, what is 
moft probable, that the popular odium was 
rifing againft him ; that a powerful party had 
^bfolutely, though fecretly, effectuated his 

C 4 difgrace j 
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difgrace ; and that, as he forefaw his fall, he 
preferred a voluntary abdication of his dignity 
to a forcible depofition, chufing to refign w^ith 
fpirit what he thought he could not retain 
without meannefs *. 

This abdication took placr on the 21ft -f* 
of July, 1658, only fix years after he had 
been created patriarch ; and he quitted that 
exalted ftation with the fame greatnefs of foul 
with which he had afcended it. He was per- 
mitted to retain the title of patriarch, while the 
fundlions of his office were performed by the 
archbifhop of Novogorod. He chofe for the 
place of his refidence the convent of Jerufa- 
lem, built and endowed by himfelf, which is; 
fituated about the diftance of thirty miles from 
the city of Mofcow. Upon his arrival at the 
convent he immediately re-affumed his for- 
mer reclufe way of life, and pradifed the moft 
rigid mortifications. The hermitage, which 

• This is the opinion of Mayerbcrg, who came to 
Mofcow fix years after his abdication : After enumerating 
the caufes of his fall, he adds, Propter quae omnia om- 

nibus exofus^ et ad exilium communibus votis expetitus 
" patrocinium nullum invenerit in favore Alcxii, cujus 

animum fenfim abaHenaverant jadis in longum odiis 
« uxor et focer illi ob privatas caufas infenfi,'* p. 87. 

t The loth, O. S. 

he 
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he inhabited, lay about a mile from the mo- 
naftery, and is thus defcribed by an author 
who vifited the fpot in the beginning of this 
century : " A winding ftair-cafe, fo narrow 
" that one man could hardly pafs, leads to 
the little chapel of about a fathom in the 
fquare, in which the patriarch ufed to per- 
form his folitary worfhip. The room in 
which he lived was not much larger; in 
it hung a broad iron-plate, with a crofs of 
brafs fixed to a heavy chain, weighing above 
twenty pounds, all which the faid patriarch 
" wore about his neck for twenty years toge- 
" ther. His bed was a fquare ftone two ells 
in length, and fcarcely one in breadth, over 
" which was fpread nothing but a cover of 
^* rufhes. Below in the houfe was a fmall 
" chimney, in which the patriarch ufed to 
" drefs his own victuals/' 

While we admire the firmnefs with which 
he fupported this reverfe of fortune ; we cannot 
without regret obferve a perfon of his enlight- 
ened-underftanding fubmitting to thefe morti- 
fying penances, which the moft ignorant and 
fuperftitious Anchorite was no lefs capable of 

* Perry^s State of Ruffia, vrl. p. 140. 
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performmg: he did not, however, vi^afte his 
w^hole time in the performance of frivolous au- 
fterities j but employed great part of his re* 
tirement in compiling a regular feries of Ruf- 
fian annalifts from Neftor, the earlieft hiftorian 
of this country, to the reign of Alexey Micha- 
elovitch. He purfued this plan with the fame 
zeal which had diftinguiflied all his other pur- 
fuits. He compared and collated the nume- 
rous manufcripts ; and, after the moft diligent 
examination, he digefted the whole coUeftion 
in chronological order into a work, which is 
called fometimes, from its author, the Chro- 
nicle of Nicon ; and fometimes, from the 
place where it was begun and depofited, the 
Chronicle of the Convent of Jerufalem. This 
compilation, the labour of twenty years, is 
juftly efteemed, by the beft Ruffian hifto- 
rians, a work of the greateft ufe and autho- 
rity ; and was confidered, by its venerable 
author, of fuch importance to the hiftory of 
his country ; that, in the true fpirit of enthu- 
fiafm, he begins the performance by anathe- 
matizing all thofe who Hiould attempt to alter 
the minuteft expreffion. 

The innocent manner in which he feems 
to have paflTed his time could not protedt him 

from 
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from the further perfecutions of his enemies ; 
who were apprehenfive, that while he retained 
the name of patriarch he might be reinftated 
in his former dignity. Repeated complaints^ 
were lodged againft him ; every difturbance, 
occafioned by the old believers, was made a 
matter of ferious accufation ; not only his 
former conduft was difcufTed and arraigned; 
but new crimes were invented to render him 
ftill more obnoxious. He was accufed of ex- 
prefling himfelf in a difrefpedtful manner of the 
tzar, in a letter to the patriarch of Conftantino- 
ple i of holding a treafonable correfpondence 
with the king of Poland ; and of receiving 
bribes from the fame monarch. 

The tzar, continually befet by. the patri- 
arch's enemies, was prevailed upon to pro- 
ceed to the moft violent extremities againft 
him* With this view he convened, in 1666, 
a general council of the Greek and Ruffian 
clergy at Mofcowj who, after a lliort deli- 
beration, formally depofed Nicon from the 
' patriarchal fee, and banilhed him to a diftant 
convent. The principal caufe affigned for 
this depofition was, that Nicon, having by 
his voluntary abdication meanly deferted his 
flock, was unworthy to fill the patriarchal 

chair ; 
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chair; and this allegation is a fufficient proof 
that the other crimes were malicioully imput- 
ed to him, circulated merely to prejudice the 
tzar, and to influence the judges againft him : 
for if he had been found guilty of a treafon- 
able correfpondence j that alone would have 
been a much better plea for his depolition and 
imprifonment, than a trifling charge drawn 
fron\ his voluntary abdication. In confor- 
mity to his fentence, Nicon was degraded to 
the condition of a common monk, and im- 
prifoned in the convent of Therapont, in the 
government of Bielozero. His confinement 
was for fome time extremely rigorous j be- 
caufe, confcious of his own integrity, he per- 
lifted in a denial of guilt, and refufed to accept 
a pardon for crimes which he had never com- 
mitted. Upon the death of Alexey in 1676, 
Feodor, probably at the inftigation of his 
prime-minifter prince Galitzin, the patron 
and friend of genius, permitted Nicon to re- 
move to the convent of St. Cyril in the fame 
government, where he enjoyed the moft per- 
fect liberty. 

Nicon furvivcd his depofition fifteen years. 
In 1 68 1 he requcfl:ed and obtained permiflion 
to return to the convent of Jerufalem, that he 

might 
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might end his days in that favourite fpot ; 
but he expired upon the road near Yaroflaf, 
in the 66th year of his age- His remains 
were tranfported to that convent ; and buried 
with all the ceremonies which are ufual at 
the interment of patriarchs 

* For the Hiftory of Nicon, I have followed Muller in 
his Nachricht von Novogorod in S. R. G. vol. V. 
p. 541 to 559, L'Evefque has alfo drawn from the fame 
fource a fpirited and candid account of this great patriarch, 
to which I acknowledge myfelf indebted for a few reflec- 
tions. Hift. de RufTie, v. III. p. 391 to 394; alfo 417 
to 430. 
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Ruflian archives. — Englifh Jiate^papers.^ 
Commencement of the connexion between the 
courts of London and Mofcow. — Corre^ 
fpondence between queen Elizabeth and the 
tzar Ivan Vaflilievitch II. — His demand of 
the lady Anne Haftings in marriage. — Ac- 
count of that negotiation. — Other difpatches. 
— A letter from the emperor Maximilian I. 
to VaiTili Ivanovitch. — Rife of the title of 
tzar. — Negotiation between Peter the Great 
and the European courts relative to the title 
of emperor. — Univerjity. — - Syllabus of the 
lectures. — Account of Matthsi j Catalogue 
of the Greek mamfcripts in the library of 
the Holy Synod. — Hymn to Ceres attributed 
to Homer, &c. &c. 

MR. Mailer obligingly accompanied us 
to the place in the Khitaigorod, where 
the public archives are depofited : it is a 
ftrong brick building, containing feveral vault- 
ed apartments with iron floors. Thefe ar- 
chives, confifting of a nuniferous coUedion of 
ftate-papcrs, were crouded into boxes, and 
thrown afide like common lumber; until the 

prefent 
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prefent emprefs ordered them to be revifed 
and arranged. In conformity to this man- 
date, Mr. MuUer has difpofed them in chro- 
nological order, with fuch perfedt regularity, 
that any fingle document may be infpeded 
with little trouble. They are enclofed in 
feparate cabinets with glafs doors : thofe re- 
lative to Ruflia are all claffed according to 
the feveral provinces which they concern; 
and over each cabinet is infcribed the name 
of the province to which it is appropriated. 
In the fame manner the manufcripts relative 
to foreign kingdoms are placed in feparate 
divilions under the refpedive titles of Poland, 
Sweden, England, France, Germany, &c. 
The papers which concerned my native coun- 
try firft engaged my attention. The earlieft 
correfpondence between the fovereigns of 
England and Ruflia commenced about the 
middle of the 1 6th century, foon after the dif- 
covery of Archangel, and chiefly relates to 
the permiflion of trade granted exclufively to 
the Englilli company of merchants fettled in 
this country.^ The firft record is an original 
letter of Philip and Mary to Ivan Vaflilie- 
vitch 11. acknowledging the receipt of a dif- 
patch tranfmitted to England by his embaffa- 
dor Ofef Niphea; and returning thanks for 

the 
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the liberty of opening a free trade throughout 
the Ruflian dominions- The charter of pri- 
vileges granted by the fame tzar to the 
EnghUi merchants, together with the nume- 
rous letters which he received from Elizabeth, 
are all preferved in this colledlion ; and moft 
of them are publiflied in Hackluyt's Voyages : 
I obferved one, however, not to be found in 
that work, it is dated the i8th of May, 1570, 
and Elizabeth, among other expreffions of 
friendlhip, offers to Ivan Vaffilievitch, in cafe 
he fhould be compelled by an infurredtion to 
quit his country, an afylum for himfelf and 
family in England. This letter was figned 
by Elizab'eth in the prefence of her fecret 
council : amongft the fignatures I noticed the 
names of Bacon, Leycefter, and Cecil- 
Some hiftorians having affertcd, that the 
tzar Ivan Vaffilievitch II. carried his perfonal 
refpcdl for queen EUzabeth fo far as to be one 
of her fuitors, while Camden only relates that 
he propofed to marry lady Anne Haftings, 
daughter of the earl of Huntingdon, my cu- 
riofity led me to make inquiries into this 
tranfa<ftion. With refped to any treaty 
of marriage between the tzar and Elizabeth, 
the archives are entirely filent ; but in regard 
to the intended efpoulal of lady Anne Haft- 
ings, 
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ings, they furnifhed the following curious 
particulars. 

The firft hint of this match feems to 
have been fuggefted by Dr. Robert Jacob 
a phyfician, whom Elizabeth in 1581, at 
the tzar's defire, fent to Mofcow. Dr. 
Jacob, not unacquainted with the ficklenefs 
of Ivan in his amours, and his defire of 
contraiting an alliance with a foreign prin- 
cefs, extolled, in the moft extravagant terms, 
the beauty, accomplifliments, and rank of lady 
Anne Haflings ; and actually infpired the tzar 
with a ftrong inclination to efpoufe her, al- 
though he had juft married his fifth wife 
Maria Feoderofna. Dr. Jacob reprefented 
this lady as a niece of the queen, and daugh- 
ter of an independent prince ; both which 
circumftances being falfe, feem to prove that 
he aited from his own fuggeftions, without 
the leaft authority from Elizabeth. The 
tzar, fired by his defcription, difpatched Gre- 
gory Pirfemfkoi, a Ruffian nobleman of the 
firft diftindion, to England, to make a formal 
demand of the lady for his wife. It appears 
by his inftrudions, that he was ordered, after 
a conference with the queen, to procure an 
interview with the lady ; obtain her portrait ; 
and inform himfelf of the rank and fituation 

VoL-IL D of 
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of her family : he was then to requeft that 
an Englifli embaflador might return with hin^ 
to Mofcow, with full powers to adjuft the 
conditions of the marriage. If an objedioii 
(hould be raifed, that Ivan was already mar- 
ried, he was directed to anfwer, that the tzar, 
having efpoufed a fubjed, was at liberty to 
divorce her ; and if it was alked, what pro- 
vifion (hould be made for the children by lady 
Anne Haftings he was inftruded to reply, 
that Feodor the eldeft prince was undoubtedly 
heir to the throne, but that her childrea 
fliould be amply endowed. 

Pirfemfkoi, in confequence of thefe orders, 
repaired to London ; had an audience of Eli- 
zabeth ; faw lady Haftings, who had ju{V 
recovered from the fmall-pox; procured her 
portrait; and returned to Mofcow in 1583^ 
accompanied v/ith an Englilh embalTador, Sir 
Jerome Bowes. The latter, who was a per- 
fon of a capricious difpofition, at his firll in- 
terview greatly offended the tzar by his free- 
dom of fpeech j and more particularly as he 
was not commilfioned to give a final aflent to 
the marriage, but only to receive a more ex- 
plicit offer, and tranfmit it to the queen. 
Xl?.e tjsar, Uttle accuftomed to brook delay, 
declared, «' tliat no oblbcle fliould prevent 
X " him 
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** him from marrying fome kinfwoman of 
" her majefty'sj that he fhould fend again 
** into England to have fome one of them to 
" wife ; adding, that if her majefty would not, 
" upon his next embalTy, fend him fuch an 
" one as he defired, himfelf would then go 
" into England, and carry his treafure with 
" him, and marry one of them there." Sir 
Jerome Bowes, probably in conformity to his 
inftrudlions, threw every obftacle in the way 
of the marriage : inftead of fpeaking favour- 
ably of lady Haftings, he mentioned her per- 
fon with indifference, and denied that fhe 
was any relation to the queen; adding, with 
lome marks of contempt, that his miftrefs 
had many fuch nieces. By thefe means the 
affair was fufpendedj and the negotiation 
was finally terminated by the death of the 
tzar in the beginning of the following 
year. 

It appears from thefe archives, that the 
correfpondence between the Ruffian and 
Englifh fovereigns, which began in the reign 
of Ivan, by no means ceafed upon his demife. 
The amity, indeed, between the two courts 
was fo firmly eftablifhed, that Charles I. fent 
a corps of troops, under colonel Sanderfon, to 
the affiftance of Michael Feodorovitch, againft 

D 2 Ladiflaus 
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Ladiflaus king of Poland ; and Alexey Mi- 
chaelovitch occafionally furnilhed Charles, in 
the period of his greateft diftrefs, with money 
and % corn. The lalt letter from our un- 
fortunate fovereign to Alexey is dated Ifle of 
Wight, June i, 1648, and was written during 
his confinement in Carilbrook-Caftle. I ob- 
fcrved one from Charles 11. to the fame tzar, 
announcing the execution of his father : it is 
dated September the i6th, 1649, and was 
brought to Mofcow by Lord Culpepper. 

During the ufurpation of Cromwell, Alexey 
maintained a conftant correfpondence with the 
exiled Charles. He was accuftomed to de- 
clare, that all monarchs ought to efteem the 
caufe of Charles I. as their own ; and Ihould 
not, by countenancing an ufurper, encourage 
fubjeds to rebel againft their king. In con- 
formity to thefe fentiments he refufed, for 
fome time *, to hold any intercourfe with 
the protedor; and thefe archives contain no 
letters between Cromwell and the tzar. 

* l{^y for fome time; for although, if I rightly remem- 
ber, thefe archives contain no difpatches between the tzar 
Cromwell, yet it is certain, that afterwards Alexey 
maintained a correfpondence with the protcdor, and had 
once confented to receive his embairadors at Mofcow. 
^This 'will fully appear in the chapter on the Rife and Pro- 
grefe of the Englifli Trade to Ruffia in the next volume. 

^ Tht 
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The reftoration of Charles II. renewed the 
friendly harmony between the two courts ; 
and as from this interval the difpatches re- 
ceived from England were fo numerous, that 
it would have required feveral days to have' 
examined them with any degree of attention ; 
I was compelled to retire without having fuffi- 
ciently fatisfied my curiofity. Thefe papers 
as they contain a complete hiftorical feries 
of the alliances, connection, correfpondeAce, 
and commerce, between RufTia and England, 
could not fail of forming a very interefting 
publication, if they were printed in chronologi- 
cal order, and interfperfcd with hiftorical ob- 
fervations. 

I had fcarcely time to take a glance of the 
numerous ftate-papers which relate to the 
other European powers ; but the keeper of 
the archives did not omit pointing out to me 
one document of great importance in the 

* Thefe papers appeared fo curious, that foon after my 
ajrivaj at P,eter(bujrgh, I obtained, by the kind interceflion 
of Sir James Harris, permillion from count Panin to have 
them copied. But the demands of the copyift being greatly 
difproportionate to my finances, I was unwillingly obliged 
to relinquifti rhy delign; and I muft leave to fom^ richer 
traveller the happinefs of difplayjng to the public this irea-- 
/«r^ of political information. 



hiftory 



38 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 3. 

hiftory of Ruffia: I allude to the famous 
letter, written in the German tongue *, from 
Maximilian I. emperor of Germany, to ValTiU 
Ivanovitch, confirming a treaty of alliance 
ofFenfive and defcnfive againft Sigifmond king 
of Poland. The difpatch, which is dated 
Auguft the 4th, 1 51 4, and is ratified with 
the feal of the golden-bull, is remarkable 
becaufe Maximilian addrefles Vaflili by calling 
him Kayjer und Herrfcher aller Ruffen ; Ew- 
peror and ruler of all the Ruffias. This 
deed, which was difcovered by baron Sha- 
virof in the archives about the beginning 
of this century, is faid to have firft fuggefted 
to Peter the idea of alTuming the appellation 
of emperor ; and of formally demanding that 
it fliould never be omitted by the European 
courts. The claim gave rife to various ne- 
gotiations, and occafioned a curious contro- 
yerfy among the learned, concerning the rife 
and progrefs of the titles by which the 
monarchs of this country have been diftin- 
guifhed. From their refearches, it appeared 
that the early fovereigns of RufTia were called 

The reader will find a copy of, the originaJ Gertnm 
in Weber's Vcrandertes Rufsland, v. L p. 357 \ and » 
faithful Uoiillution in Perry's State of Ruflk, p. 358, 



great- 
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great-dukes ; and that Vaffili Ivanovitch * 
was probably the firft who ftyled himfelf 
tzar, an expreffion which, in the Sclavonian 
language, figfiifies king; and that his fuc- 
ceifors continued to bear within their own 
dominions that title as the moft honourable 
appellation, until Peter the Great firft took 
that of Povelltel^ or emperor. It is never- 
thelefs as certain, that the foreign courts -f- in 
their intercourfe with that of Mofcow, ftyled 
the fovereign indifcriminately great-duke, tzar, 
and emperor With refpedl to England in 
particular, we know for certain, that in 
Cl^ancellor's Account of Ruffia, fo early as 

* The appellation of tzar was not taken, as foiiie 
authors fu^pofe, from the Tartars, when Ivan conquered 
Cafan, for the prince of Cafan was called Khan* 

f This is afTerted upon the pofitive teftimony of Her- 
berftein; and his authority is unqueftionable, becaufe, as 
he was twice embaflador to Mofcow, the firft time to 
Vaffili Ivanovitch, and afterwards to Ivan Vaffilievltch II. 
he muft have been acquainted with the titles borne by thefe 
two fovereigns. Other authors fuppofe that his fon Ivan 
was the firft who affumed the title of tzar. 

X According to Mayerberg, the title of Alexey Mi- 
chaelovitch prefixed t^ his Code of Laws, was " Tzar, et' 
^ Magnus Dux totius Rufliae Autrocator." Iter in 
Mof. p. 113, 

D 4 the 
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the middle of the fixteenth century, Ivan 
Vaffilievitch II. is called lord and emperor 
of all RufTia^ and in the EngliHi difpatches, 
from the reign of Elizabeth to that of Anne, 
he is generally addrelTed under the fame ap- 
pellation. We may at the fame time re- 
mark, that when the European powers ftyled 
the tzar emperor of Mufcovy, they by no 
means intended to give him a title fimilar to 
that which was peculiar to the emperor of 
Germany ; but they beftowed upon him that 
appellation as upon an Aiiatic fovereign, in 
the fame manner as we now fay the emperors 
of China and Japan. When Peter, there- 
fore, determined to alTume the title of em- 
peror, he found no difficulty in proving that 
it had been conferred upon his predecelTors by 
moft of the European powers j yet, when he 
was defirous of affixing to the term the Eu- 
ropean fenfe, it was confidered as an inno- 
vation, and was produd:ive of more nego- 
tiations than would have been requifite for 
the termination of the moft important ftate- 
affair. After many delays and objec^lions, 
the principal courts of Europe confented, 
about the year 1722, to addfefs the fovereiga 
of Ruflia with the title of emperor, without 
• • prejudice. 
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prejudice, neverthelefs, to the other crowned 
heads of Europe *, 

The 

* Many authors have erroneoufly advanced, that the 
Englifh embaffador Lord Whitworth, foon after the battle 
of Pultava, gave, by order of queen Anne, the title of em- 
peror in its European fenfe to Peter the Great. But the 
following extracts, in a difpatch of Lord Carteret to Sir 
Luke Schaube, the Englifh minifter at Paris, which fell 
under my obfervations fmce I had finiftied the account in 
the text, will fully contradift thefe alfcrtions \ and are here 
inferted, becaufe they will help to throw further light upon 
this fubjecS:. The United Provinces and the king of Pruflia 
had already, in 171 1, acknowledged Peter's right to the 
title of emperor: but the courts of London and Paris with- 
held their confent. During the negotiation pending be- 
tween thofe courts and Peter, feveral difpatches pafied be- 
tween lord Carteret, fecretary of ftate, the cardinal Dubois, 
and Sir Luke Schaube, Engliih minifters at Paris. 

Le cardinal," writes lord Carteret, in one of his dif- 
patches to Sir Luke, dated Jan. 1 721-2, " croit qu'oa 
^ pourroit accorder le titre de Fempe7'eur au tzar, de ma- 
" niere que les couronnes n'en fuflent point prejudicies/* 

Le Roy [George I.] a trouve la reponfe tres fage, 
« que le cardinal a faite aux miniftres du czar touchant la 
demande du titre d'cmpereur. Nous agirons de concert, 
" avec fon eminence dans cette affaire. Et pour luy 
" donner les eclairciflements ; qu'elle fouhaite, touchant 
ce qui s'eft pafie entre la Grande Bretagne et le czar a 
regard du titre, je vous envoye un extrail, qui a ete tire 
des regiftres de nos archives, pour luy etrc communique. 
Les miniftres Mofcovites ne font nullement fondez en ce 
" qu'ils alleguent que ce titre a ete accorde auczar comme 

une 
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The archives contain alfo thirteen volumes 
of letters, journals, notes, and other manu- 
. ' fcripts, 

• um partie de la fatisfadion dans I'afFaire de Matueof. 
^ II eft conftant que Ton nc fit alors aucun changement a 
•* cettc occafion la, 

" En cxaminant Ic ftile, dont les roys de la Grande 
^ Brctagne fe font fervls, en ecrivant aux czars de Mofco- 
^ vie, on eft remonte jufqu'au terns de la rcine Elizabeth. 

On trouve qu'on leur a toujours cent en Anglois, ct 
^ que cettc princefle, 

An. 1559. Se fervoit du ftile (Temperettr et de highnefs. 

An. 16 1 6, Le roy Jaques I. de ccluy (Tenipereur et dc 
majejiy. 

An. 1633. Le roy Charles L 
1666. Le roy Charles IL 

1687. Jaques IL et Guillaume III. de celuy (Tempem 
16^. rour dc imperial majcJly. 

1707. La rcine Anne s'cft fervie da ftile (Temperour 
et d'imperia/ majeJly^ jufqu'a Tan 1707, et alors 
on commen^a a ecrire commander^ &c. et 
czaric majejiy. 

1708. En 1708 le 19 Juillet et le 19 Septembrc, com^ 
mander ct imperial majejiy ; et le 9 Novembre 
de la meme annee cmperour et imperial majejiy. 
En 1709, 1 7 10, 171 1> Emperour et imperial 
majejiy. 

En 1 712, 1 7 13, 1 7 145 emperour et czarcan^ 
czarijkf ct imperial majejiy tantot Tun, tantot 
I'autre, et fouvent czarijh^ et imperial majefty^ 
ilans une meme lettre. 

En 
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fcripts, of Peter the Great, written with his 
own hand ; thefe papers fufficiently fhow the 

indefatigable 

En 1714 le 27 Septembre, le ftile de la lettre 
de notification de Tavenement du roy a la 
Couronne, eft, emperour et your majejly^ et 
dans plufieurs autres lettres depuis ce temps 
la czarijh^ o\jC imperial majejiyy et quelquefois 
your majejly fimplement. 

Voicy le titre entier. 

To the moft high, mofl; potent, and moft il- 
luftrious, our moft dear brother, the great 
lord czar, and great-duke, Peter Alexejewitz, 
of all the Greater, LelTer, and White Rullia, 
Self-Upholder of Mufcovia, Kiovia, Ulodo- 
miria, Novogardia, czar of Cazan, czar of 
Aftrachan, czar of Siberia, lord of Plexoc, 
and great- duke of Smolenfko, Tueria, Ugo- 
ria, Permia, Viatkya, Bolgaria, and others, 
lord and great-duke of Novogardia, and of 
the Lower Countries of Czernegorfky, Rc- 
fanfky, Roftovefky, Yeroflave, Beloorzeriky, 
J Udorfky, Obdorfki, Condinlki, and emperour 

of all the Northern Coafts, lord of the Lands 
of Iverfky, Cartilinfky, and Gruzenfky, czar 
of the Lands of Caberdinfky, Czereafky, and 
duke of the Mountains, and of many other 
Dominions and Countries, Eaft, Weft, and 
North, from Father, and from Grandfather, 
Heir, Lord and Conqueror. 

Lord 
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indefatigable pains, with which that great 
monarch noted down the minuteft circum^ 

ftances. 

Lord Carteret, in a letter to the cardinal Dubois, 
writes, 

Le roi toncoura fans diificulte avec fa majcfte 
tres Chreticnne a taire ce que V. Eminence 
jugera convenable, par rapport au nouveau 
titre que le czar demande, et un parfait con- 
cert a faire efperer a ce prince unc telle com- 
plaifance pour fervir a le gagner, ct a nous / 
faire tirer fruits de fon ambition. Jan. 30« 

I72I-2, 

And in a dlfpatch to Sir Lulce Schaube, he thus exprefles 
himfelf: 

La coiitume icy a toujours ete d'ecrire aux 
czars de Mofcovie fur du velin enlumine peint 
€t dore, comme on fait aux empereurs de 
. Maroc et Fez, et a plufieurs autres princes 
non-Europeens lefquels felon cctte coutume 
feroient egalcmcnt fondez d'irrfifter fur le titre 
d^empereur. On n'a jamais voulu changer 
I'uiage etably, quoique les Mofcovites Tayent 
fort folicite durant Tambaflade de my lord 
M- hitworth a Mofcow. Cc miniftre s'excufa 
toujours d'en faire la propofition. II leur 
dit, qu'ij leur donneroit le titre, fans difficulte, 
tel quNl le trouvoit etabli ; mais qu'il ne leur 
confeilloit pas de remuer cette matiere, ni de 
s^eclaircir trop foigneufemcnt fur quel pied on 
leur donnoit ce titre. Les Mofcovites crurent 
fon avis bon pour lors, Qiiand my lord 

Whitworth 
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llances, that might prove ufeful in his ex- 
tenfive plans for the civilization and aggran- 
difement of his country. Mr. MuUer has 
lately given to the public feveral letters and 
other pieces of this kind, which throw a 
confiderable light upon the tranfaftions of 
Peter's reign, and afford ftriking inftanc'es of 
his perfevering genius. 

From the archives we repaired to the 
univeriity, alfo fituated in the Khitaigorod : 
it was founded at the inflance of count 
Shuvalof, by the emprefs EUzabeth, for fix 
hundred ftudents, who are clothed, boarded, 
and inftrufted at the expence of the crown. 
We were received, with great civility, by 
the diredor of the ufiiverfity and profeflbrs, 
who conduced us firft to the printing-office 

Whitworth et Mr. T^miral Norris furent 
chargez d'une commiflion auprez du czar i 
Amfterdam, ils n'eurent que des lettres de 
cachet, dont le ftile etoit voire maji'Jle\ les 
miniftres Rulliens en firent d'abord quelque 
fcrupule, mais n'y infifterent pas. 

Thefe extracts are drawn from Sir Luke Schaube's State 
Papers, in the rare and ample coUeftion of the earl of 
Hardwicke, a nobleman as diftinguilhed for the extent, 
9S the liberal communication of his knowledge. 

belonging 
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belonging to their fociety. One of the prefles 
being at work, feveral fheets were ftruck off 
and prefented to us as fpecimens of the Ruffian 
printing: upon looking at them we were 
furprized to find a complimentary addrefs to 
ourfelves in the Enghfh and Ruffian lan- 
guages, of which the following is a fac^ 
Jimile, 



This 
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We next proceeded to the univerfity library^ 
which- contains a fmall coUedtion of books, 
and a moderate apparatus of experimental 
philofophy. 

Upon taking leave of the director, he obli- 
gingly prefented me with a Grammar of the 
Tartar language, which is taught in this 
fociety ; a Syllabus of a year's ledtures ; and 
a Catalogue of the Greek Manufcripts in the 
library of the Holy Synod. 

The following extrad from the Syllabus * 
will difpiay to the reader the general ftudies, 
and the principal books ufed i,n this univerfity 
for the inftrudlion of the ftudents, 

I. A courfe of ledlures on the Hiftory of 
the Ruflian Law, on Nettelbadianus, Syjlema 
univerfce JuriJprude?2tic;Cy and on the jtis Cam- 
btale \ eight hours in the week. 2. On Ci- 
cero's Orations againft Catiline, the fixth 
book of Virgil's Eneid, plays of Plautus and 
Terence, inftrudions on the manner of writ- 
ing Latin and Ruflian verfes from the exam- 
ples of Lomonofof and Horace ; an expofition 
of the panegyrical orations of Lomonofof, 
together with tranflations and exercifes in 

* It is entitled Catalogus praeleftionum publicarum 
^ i« Univerfitate Cxfarei Molquenfi habendaji;m/' 



Latin 
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Latin and Ruflian profe : eight hours in the 
week. 3. On arithmetic, trigonometry, and 
optics, from Weidler's Mathematicce Injiitu^ 
tiones'y and experimental philofophy from 
Kruger s Compendium. 4^ On antient and 
modern hiftory, 5. Introdu(flion to the kndw^ 
ledge of moral philofophy, from Bielfield's 
Inilitutes. 6. On clinic medicine,^ or the 
remedies ufed by antient and modern phyli- 
cians, from Vogel's Compendium. 7. On the 
pande^ls, from the Compendium of Heineccius, 
and a comparifon between the Roman and Ruf^ 
fian law : eight hours in the week. Profelfor 
Defaitfky, who reads this leAure, teaches alfo 
the Englifh language from a Grammar com- 
piled by himfelf: four hours in the week. 

8. Logic and mctaphyfics from Baumeiller's 
logic, eight hours in the week ; and four hours 
geometry and trigonometry from Weidler. 

9. On phyfic under the following heads, 
pathology, dietetics, and therapeutics, from 
Ludwig's Compendium. 10. On Botany, 
after the fyfteiti of Linna>us. 11. Anatomy 
from Ludwig. 12. On the etymology, fyn- 
tax, and ftylc of the French tongue ; eight 
hours in the week. 13. Etymology, fyntax, 
and ftyle of the German. 

Befide, the univcrfity, there arc two gyni- 

nafia. 
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nafia, or feminaries, for the education of youth, 
endowed alfo by Elizabeth, in which are 
taught divinity, claffics, philofophy, the 
Greek, Latin, Ruffian, German, French, Ita- 
lian, and Tartar languages; hiftory, geogra- 
phy, mathematics, architedure, fortification, 
artillery, algebra, drawing and painting, mufic, 
fencing, dancing, reading and writing. There 
are twenty-three profelTors ; amongft thefe, 
the Syllabus informed me, that Mr. Alexief 
teaches divinity two hours in the week. 
Mr. Matthd, profelTor and redtor of both 
feminaries, explains fome of Cicero's Ora- 
tions and feletft Epiftles, Libanius's Letters^ 
Ernefti's Oratorical EfTays, Xenophon's Ana- 
bafisy teaches the Roman antiquities from Bur- 
man's Compendium, and continues his ufual 
Latin exercifes upon oratory. Mr. Sinkovfki, 
every morning from feven to nine, treats of 
the principles of rhetoric, particularly con- 
cerning the Periodologia, both as to theory and 
practice, from Burgms Elementa Oratoriai 
explains Casfar's Commentaries and Juftin; 
employs his fcholars in Latin and Ruffian 
tranflations, and in the etymology and fyntax 
of the Greek tongue: reads Plutarch -s-f^i 
UTux^qi and, from nine to twelve on Mon- 
days, Wednefdays, and Saturdays, Ovid's 
Vol. n. E Meta- 
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Metamorphofis, and conneds mythology with 
antient hiftoty and geography. Mr. Tfher- 
botaref, extraordinary profellbr of logic and 
morality, and under-librarian to the univer- 
lity, four hours in the week, comments upon 
Helneccii ekmenta philofophice rationalis et ?no^ 
rails J as well in the original Latin > as in the 
Rulfum * tranilation, for the benefit cf thofe 
who are unacquainted with the Latin tongue. 
Mr. Urbanlki gives inftruftions in rhetoric 
from the Compendium of Burgius, both in 
theory and praftice. Mr. Holberftof explains 
Count Teflln's Letters to a young prince -f-. 

The account of the Greek manufcripts in 
the library of the Holy Synod at Mofcow, pre- 
fented to me by the director, bore the follow- 
ing title : Notitia codicum mamifcriptorum 
Graecorum Bibliothecarum Mofquenjium fane-* 
tijjimac fynodi Eccle/iae orthodoxae Graeco^ 
RnJ/icar, cum varus anecdotisy tabuUs aenets et 
indkibus locupletijjimis. Edidit Chrijiianus 
** Fredericus Matthaeiy Gymnafiorum Univer^ 
Jitatis Mofqucnjis ReBor. Mofquaey typts Uni^ 
vcrfftafisy Anno 1776," folio. The author 

lis praecipuc, qui linguae Latlnne funt ignari, nec fua 
Hudla acad^finica in univerfitate ulterius profequi pofluiu. 
t The prefcnt king of Sweden when prince royal. 

is 
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is Chriftian Frederick Matthsei, a learned 
German, who was educated at Leipfic under 
the celebrated Ernefti ; and being drawn to 
Mofcow by the liberality of the emprefs, was 
appointed a profeffor of this liniverfity. Soon 
after his arrival in this city, he turned his 
firft attention to the ftate of Greek learning in 
this country ; and being informed that the 
library of the Ploly Synod contained a large 
and curious collection of Greek manufcripts, 
the greateft part of which had, at the fuggef- 
tion of the patriarch Nicon, and at the ex- 
pence of Alexey Michaelovitch, been colleded 
by the monk Arfenius from the monaftery of 
Mount Athos, he immediately explored this 
literary treafure. 

As a catalogue of thefe manufcripts, pub- 
liflied by Athanafius Schiada, by order of Peter 
the Great, was exceedingly inaccurate, Mat- 
thaei, who had difplayed his erudition by fe- 
veral excellent editions * of the Claffics, was 
encouraged, by Prince Potemkin, the great 
patron of antient literature, who defrayed the 
expence of the publication, to undertake this 

* The late ingenious Mr. Harris has enumerated the 
editions publiflitd by Mr. Matthsi. Phil of. Inquiries, 
p. 564.. 

E 2 work 
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w^rk upon a more extcnfive plan. Accord- 
ingly, in 1776, the learned editor gave to the 
public this firft part of the performance, in 
which he has laid down a very accurate and 
circumrtantial detail of fifty-one manufcripts, 
accompanied with many judicious remarks 
and critical inquiries. He defcribes the ma- 
terials upon which each manufcript is written j 
fpecifies its age, contents, and author, the 
number of pages it contains, and the two 
words with which it begins and ends: he 
points out alfo the particular perfons into 
whofe poflefllon it had fucceflively paffed. 
The author propofes to continue the publica- 
tion at different intervals until he has finifhed 
the account. But as it would require many 
years thus minutely to detail and defcribe all 
the manufcripts, whofe number amounts to 
502 J the learned author has, in the mean 
while, favoured the public with a complete 
catalogue, in a lefs circumrtantial manner, 
under the following title : " Index codicum 
** manufcriptorum Graecorum Biblhthecarum 
" Mofquenjium fandliJJiTnae Synodi eccle/iae or- 
" thodoxae Graeco-Rujjicae : edidit Chrijlianus 
** Fridericus Matthaci, Petropoliy typis Aca- 
" demiae Scimiarumy 1780," 4to. To this 
2 index 
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itidex is prefixed a very fatisfadlory and com- 
prehenfive introdudion ; in which, after hav- 
ing informed us that he compiled it for the 
ufe of prince Yufapof, an enthuafiaft in Greek 
literature, he enters into a (hort account of 
the principal manufcripts. Among thefe he 
enumerates feveral of the Septuagint, and one 
in particular of the Books of Kings, which is 
of the ninth century, and contains, in fome 
places, many various readings, materially dif- 
fering from the printed editions. He men- 
tions alfo feveral of the New Teftament; 
fome accompanied with antient commentaries, 
which have never been publifhed, and which 
the ingenious author has tranfcribed, collated, 
and prepared for the prefs- The moft an- 
tient of thefe, containing the New Teftament, 
was written at different periods ; the firft part 
fo early as the feventh or eighth century, 
and the remainder in the twelfth and thir- 
teenth. He adds, that this colledlion, zU 
though chiefly confined to theological fubjeds, 
is by no means deficient in the clafiics; 
among which he particularly mentions Homer, 
iEfchylus, Sophocles, Demofthenes, ^fchines, 
Hefiod, Paufanias, Plutarch, and a moft beau- 
tiful Strabo, which he has collated for 
the new edition of that author, preparing 

E 3 for 
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for the Clarendon prefs by Mr. Falkener of 
Oxford *. 

In this hbrary of the Holy Synod Mr. Mat-, 
thaei difcovered an antient hymn of Ceres in 
a manufcript of Homer, written about the 
conclufion of the fourteenth century, but 
which he fuppofes to have been a tranfcript 
fj-om a mod antient and valuable copy : this 
manufcript, befide a fragment of the Iliad, 
contained the fixtecn hymns ufually attributed 
to Homer, in the fame order as they are ge- 
nerally printed. At the end of the fixteenth 
he found twelve verfes of an hymn to Bacchus, 
and an hymn to Ceres, which, excepting the 
laft part, was entire. Mr. Matthoei, well 
acquainted with the delays which would have 
attended the publication at Mofcow, fent a 
copy of the hymn to the celebrated Ruhnke- 
nius, of the univerfity of Leyden, who gave 
it to the public in 1780 ; and, as by miftake 
tvventy lines had been omitted, he put forth 
a fecond edition the following year -f*. 

♦ It was a confiderable difappointment to me, that 
Mr. Matthsei was abfent from Mofcow during my con- 
tinuance in that city, as I flioulJ h.we derived great infor- 
mation front his acquaintance. I have lilccwifc to regret, 
that, on account of his abfence, I could not obtain a light 
of thtfe manufcripts. 

t Homeri Hymnus in Ccrcrem nunc primum editus a 
Davidc Ruhnkciiio. 

Th? 
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The learned editor has prefixed a critical 
djfq^uifition upon this hymn, in which he 
alferts that it is undoubtedly of great anti- 
quity, and written, if not by Homer himfelf, 
yet certainly by a very diligent imitator of 
his ftyle and phrafeology. The exprefs tef- 
timony of Paufanias, who repeatedly mentions 
that Homer had compofed an hymn to Ceres, 
may perhaps feem to fome readers a ftrong 
argument, that it is the genuine produdion 
of the great author whofe name it bears : and 
yet the joint opinion of the two antient 
grammarians *, quoted by Ruhnkenius in 
his preface, may be thought of fufficient 
weight to counterbalance the fingle evidence 
of Paufanias ; whofe judgment (as the editor 
has well obferved) in this cafe is of the lefs 
value, becaufe he has, without djfcrimination, 
adjudged the reft of the Homeric hymns to 
the reputed parent, many of which bear much 
ftronger marks of a lefs honourable origin, 
than this compofition in queftion. Though 
the ftyle and plan of this hymn appears to 
me (as well as to the celebrated editor) infe- 
i^or to Homer, and in fome places unworthy 

f P. VII. & VIII. Scholiaftes Nicandri ad Alexiph.— 
Grammaticus vetus apud AUatium de Patr. Horn. &c. 
Frxf. 

E 4 of 
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of him i yet this argument, depending on the 
tafte and feelings of the reader, will not 
operate on all with equal force j nor will even 
they who allow its inferiority to the other 
productions of the divine poet, be immedi- 
ately inclined to grant the conclufion, that it 
is not his work j becaufe that objedlion may 
be removed by fuppofing, tliat Homer might 
in one particular compofition fall below 
his ufual ftandard of perfedlion. A ftronger 
proof againft its originality may be drawn from 
the words, phrafcs, and inflexions occurring 
in this poem, which are either of a later date 
than the age of Homer, or not found in his 
unfufpeded works. Some of thefe the editor 
has enumerated 

i 

* The hymn to Ceres has fufFered many mutilations 
and corruptions. It may not be improper to produce an 
inftance. Among other particulars, in which this hymn 
refembles the Iliad and OdyfTey, one of the moft confpi- 
cuous is that pronenefs to iteration, which makes a diftin- 
guifhing feature of Homer. The author of this hymn, from 
V. 443 to 447 inclufive, mentions the promifes which 
Jupiter commiffions Rhea to make in his name to Ceres j 
thcle Rhea repeats, v. 461—464. The 465th verfe con- 
fifting of the fame words with the 447th, the copier of the 
poem abfurdly tranfcribcd the five following lines (v. 448 
—452), and probably omitted at leaft as many, which 
originally connefted this part with the fequel. 



The 



C. 5» MOSCOW. 

The claflical reader, who is defirous of fur- 
ther infolrnation relative to the genuinenefs 
of this antient poem, is referred to the laft 
edition of the hymn by Ruhnkenius, and to 
the preface of Mr. Hok's Tranflation *. 

* Homer's Hymn ta Ceres tranllatcd into Englifli vcrfc 
by Richard Hole, LL, B, 
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CHAP- VI. 

Retail trade in the Khitaigorod.— AT^^rid-/ for 
the fate of houfes,— Expedition ufed in building 
wooden firuBures. — Excellence of the police 
in cafes of riot or fre. — Chefs lery com- 
mon in Ruffia. — Account of the Foundling 
Hofpital. — Excurfion to the monaftery of the 
Holy Trinity. — Delays of the pojl. — De- 
fcription of the monajiery. — T^omb of Maria 
titular queen of Livonia. — T^he hijhry of that 
queen and of her hujhand Magnus. — T^omb 
end charaBer o/* Boris Godunof. 

MOSCOW is the centre of the inland 
commerce of Ruflia, and particularly 
conneds the trade between Europe and Si- 
beria. 

The navigation to this city is formed folely 
by the Molkva, which, falling into the Occa 
near Colomna, communicates by means of 
that river with the Volga*. But, as the 
Mcfkva is only navigable in Spring, upon 

• For the communication of the Volga with the Baltic, 
fee the chapter o.i the Inland Navigation of RulTia in the 
next vcl jinc, 

tlie 
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the melting of the fnqws, the principal mer- 
chandize is conveyed to and from Mofcow 
upon fledges in winter. 

The whole retail commerce of this city is 
carried on in the Khitaigorod, where, accord^ 
ing to a cuftom common in Ruffia, as well as 
in rnofl kingdoms of the Eaft, all the. {hops 
are coUeded together in one fpot. The place 
is like a kind of fair, confifting of many rows 
of low brick buildings ; the interval between 
them rcfembling alleys. Thefe Ihops or 
booths occupy a confiderable fpace; they do 
not, as with us, make part of the houfes in- 
habited by the tradefmen, but are quite de- 
tached from their dwellings, which for the 
molt part are at fome diftance in another 
quarter of the town* The tradefman comes 
to his fhop in the morning, remains there all 
day, and returns home to his family in the 
afternoon. Every trade has its feparate de- 
partment ; and they who fell the fame goods 
have booths adjoining to each other. Furs 
and flcins form the moft confiderable article 
of commerce in Mofcow ; and the fliops 
which vend thofe commodities occupy feveral 
ftreets. 

Among the curiofities of Mofcow, I muft 
pot omit the market for the fale of houfes. 
8 It 
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It is held in a large open fpace in one of 
the fuburbs, and exhibits a great variety of 
ready-made houfesy thickly ftrewed upon the 
ground. The purchafer who wants a dwell- 
ing, repairs to this fpot ; mentions the num- 
ber of rooms he requires; examines the dif- 
ferent timbers, which are regularly numbered ; 
and bargains for that which fuits his purpofe. 
The houfe is fometimes paid for upon the 
fpot, and taken away by the purchafer; or 
fometimes the vender contra<fts to tranfport 
and ered: it upon the place where it is defign- 
ed to ftand. It may feem incredible, that a 
dwelling may be thus bought, removed, raif- 
ed, and inhabited, within the fpace of a week ; 
but it will appear ealily practicable by con- 
fidering that thefe ready-made honfes are in 
general merely coUedions of trunks of trees, 
tenanted and mortaifed at each extremity into 
one another, fo that nothing more is required 
than the labour of tranfporting and adjuring 
them. 

But this fummary mode of building is not 
always peculiar to the meaner hovels; as 
wooden ftrudures of very large dimenfions 
and handfome appearance are occafionally 
formed in Rulfia with an expedition, almoft 
inconceivable to the inhabitants of other 

countries. 
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countries. A remarkable inftance of this 
difpatch was difplayed the laft time the em- 
prefs came to Mofcow. Her majefty pro- 
pofed to refide in the manfion of prince Ga- 
litzin, which is efteemed the completeft edifice 
in this city; but as it was not fufficiently 
fpacious for her reception, a temporary ad- 
dition of wood, larger than the original houfe, 
and containing a magnificent fuite of apart- 
ments, was begun and finifhed within the 
fpace of fix weeks. This meteor-like fabrick 
was fo handfome and commodious, that the 
materials were taken down at her majefty's 
departure, in order to be re-conftruded, upon 
an eminence near the city, as a kind of impe- 
rial villa. 

In Mofcow I obferved an admirable police 
for preventing riots, or for jftopping the con- 
courfe of people in cafe of fires, which are 
very frequent and violent in thofe parts, where 
the houfes are moftly of wood, and the ftreets 
are laid with timber. At the entrance of 
each ftreet there is a chevatix-de-frize gate, 
one end whereof turns upon a pivot, and 
the other rolls upon a wheel; near it is a 
centry-box, in which a man is occafionally 
ftationed. In times of riot or fire the centinel 

ihuts 
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fliuts the gate and all palTage is immediately 
Hopped. 

Chefs is fo common in Ruflia, that during 
our continuance at Mofcow, I fcarcely entered 
into any company where parties were not 
engaged in that diverfion ; and I very frequent- 
ly obierved, in my pafTage through the ftreets, 
the tradefmen and common people playing it 
before the doors of their Hiops or houfes. 
The Ruffians are efteemed great proficients 
in chefs. With them the queen has, in ad- 
dition to the other moves, that of the knight, 
which, according to Phillidor, fpoils the game, 
but which certainly renders it more compli- 
cated and difficult, and of courfe more inter- 
efling. The Ruffians' have alfo a method of 
playing at chefs with four perfons at the 
fame time, two againll: two ; and for this 
purpofe the board is longer than ufual, con- 
tains more men, and is provided with a 
greater number of fquares. I was informed, 
that this mode of playing is more difficult, 
but far more agreeable, than the conmion 
manner. 

Among the public inftitutions of Mofcow, 
the moft remarkable is the Foundling Hof- 
pital, endowed in 1764 by the prefent emprefs, 
and fiipportcd by voluntary contributions and 

legacies. 
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legacies, and other charitable gifts. In order 
to encourage donations, her majefty grants 
to all benefadors fome valuable privileges, and 
a certain degree of rank in proportion to the 
extent of their liberality. Among the princi- 
pal contributors is a private merchant, named 
Dimidof *, a perfon of great wealth, who has 
expended in favour of this charity about 
£.200,000. The hofpital, which is fituated 
in a very airy part of the town upopi a gentle 
afcent near the river Molkva, is an immenfe 
pile of building of a quadrangular fhape, only 
part of which was finifhed when we were at 
Mofcow. It contained, at that time, 3000 
foundlings j and, when the whole is comple- 
ted, will receive 800Q. 

The children are brought to the porter's 
lodge, and admitted without any recommen- 
dation. The rooms are lofty and large j the 
dormitories, which are feparate from the work 
rooms, are very airy, and the beds are not croud- 
ed: each foundling, even each infant, has a fepa- 
rate bed; the bedfteads are of iron; the fheets are 
changed every week, and the hnen three times 

* The anceftors of this gentleman firft difcovered and 
worked the richeft mines of Siberia; from whence his 
family acquired immenfe riches. 

a week. 
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a week. In going over the rooms, I was par- 
ticularly ftruck with their neatnefs ; even the 
nurferies were uncommonly clean, and with- 
out any unwholefome fmells. No cradles 
are allowed, and rocking is particularly for- 
bidden. The infants are not fwaddled ac- 
cording to the cuftom of the country, but 
loofely drefled. 

The director obligingly favoured us with 
his company, and (hewed us the foundlings 
at their refpedtive works. Immediately upon 
his appearance the children crouded round 
him ; fome took hold of his arm ; fome held 
by his 'coat ; others kifled his hand, and they 
all e^cprelled the higheft fatisfadlion. Thefe 
natural .and unfcio-ned marks of recjard were 
the mod convincing proofs of his mildnefs 
and good-nature ; for children, when ill ufed, 
naturally crouch hefore thofe who have the 
management of them. I could be no judge 
merely in vifiting the hofpital, whether the 
children were well inftrufted, and the regula- 
tions well obferved j but I was perfectly con- 
vinced, from their behaviour, that rhey were 
in general happy and contented, and could 
perceive from their looks that they were re- 
markably healthy. This latter circumftance 
muft be owing to the uncommon care, which 

is 
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is paid to cleafilinefs both in their perfons 
and rooms. 

The foundlings are divided into feparate 
claffes, according to their refpe<ftive ages 
The children remain in the nurfery two years, 
at the end of which term they arc admitted 
into the loweft clafs j the boys and girls con- 
tinue together until they are feven years of 
age, at which period they are feparated. Both 
fexes are inftruded in reading, writing, and 
Calling accounts. The boys are tatight to 
knit; they occafionally card hemp, flax, and 
wool, and work in the different manui^<?.ares. 
The girls learn to knit, net, and perforin all 
kinds of needle-work; they fpin and weave 
lace ; and are employed in cookery, baking, 
Snd houfe-work of all forts. 

At the age of fourteen the foundlings enter 
into the firft clafs : and have then the liberty 
df ehuling any particular branch of trade : 
for which purpole there are different fpecies 
of manufa(9:ures eflablifhed in the hofpital, 
of which the principal are embroidery, filk 
ilockings, ribbands, lace, gloves, buttons, 
and cabinet-work. A feparate room is ap- 
propriated to each trade. Some boys and girls 
are inflrudted in the French and German lan- 
guages, and a few of the former in the Latin' 

Vol. II, F tongue; 
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tongue; Others learn muiic, drawing, and 
dancing. About the age of twenty, the 
foundhngs receive a fum of money, and feveral 
other advantages, which enable them to fol- 
low their trade in any part of the empire : 
a very confiderable privilege in Ruflia, where 
the peafants are flaves, and cannot leave 
their village without the permilfion of their 
mafter. 

In another vifit which I paid to this hof- 
pital, I faw the foundlings at dinner : the girls 
and boys dine feparately. The dining rooms, 
which are upon the ground-floor, are large 
and vaulted, and diftinft from their work 
rooms. The firll: clafs lit at table; the reft 
ftand ; the little children are attended by fer- 
vants ; hut thofe of the hrft and lecond clafs 
alternately wait upon each other. The din- 
ner confilled of beef and mutton boiled in 
broth, with rice ; I tailed both, and they 
were remarkably good : the bread was very 
fwect, and wna baked in the Iioufe, chiefly by 
the foundlings. Each foundling has a nap- 
kin, pcwter-platc, a knife, fork, and fpoon : 
the napkin and table-cloth are clean tliree 
times in the week. They rife at fix, dinp at 
eleven, and fup at fix. The little children 
have bread at feven, and at four. When they 
' are 
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are not employed in their neceflary occupa- 
tions, the utmoft freedom is allowed, and they 
are encouraged to be as much in the air as 
poflible. The whole was a lovely fight ; and 
the countenances of the children expreffcd 
the utmoft content and happinefs- 

In the hofpital there is a theatre, in which 
the feveral decorations are the work of the 
foundlings : they conftrudted the ftagc, painted 
the fcenes, and made the drefles. I v/as prefent 
at the reprefentation of the Ho?mete Crimind^ 
and the comic opera, he De'vin du Village^ 
both tranflated into the Ruffian tongue. Not 
underftanding the language, I could be no 
judge whether they fpoke with propriety ; 
but I was furprized at the eafe with which 
they trod the ftage, and was pleafed with the 
gracefulnefs of their adlion. There were fome 
agreeable voices in the opera. The orcheftra 
was filled with a band by no means con- 
temptible, which confifted entirely of found- 
lings, excepting the firft violin, who was their 
mulic-mafter. On this occafion the play 
was not, as ufual, concluded with a ballet, 
becaufe the principal performer was indifpof- 
ed, which was no fmall difappointment ; as 
we were informed that they dance ballets with 
great tafte and elegance. The emprels, I am 

F 2 told, 
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told, is induced to countenance theatrical re- 
prefentations in a feminary of this kind, from 
a defire of dilFufing among her fubjeds that 
fpecies of entertainment, which fhe confiders 
a means of civilization, and of enriching the 
Rufliain theatres with a conftant fupply of 
performers. 

Many and great are the advantages of this 
excellent charity. It diffufes a knowledge 
of the arts among the people j increafes 
the number of free fubjefts and above all 
has confiderably diminiflied the horrid prac- 
tice of deftroying infants, fo prevalent in thefe 
parts before the inftitution of this hofpital. 

We were unwilling to quit this part of the 
country without vifiting Troitfkoi Klofter, or 
the monaftery of the Holy Trinity, which is 
diftinguiflied in the annals of this country as 
the afylum for the Ruflian fovereigns in cafes 
of infurredion and danger ; and is more par- 
ticularly known to foreigners for the refuge 
it afforded to Peter the Great, when he 
put an end to the adminiftration of his fifter 
Sophia *. 

The diftance from Mofcow to the monaftery 
being forty miles, we ordered poft-horfes to 

* See Chap. VUI. 
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be ready at five in the morning, with an in- 
tention of viewing the convent, and returning 
to this city by night. We thought that 
we fhould eafily have made this excurfion 
in the time propofed: but obftacles conti- 
nually occur in foreign countries, unforefeen 
by thofe who are not fufficiently acquainted 
with the manners of the natives ; and an 
ignorance of the moft trivial circumftances, 
which better information might eafily have 
obviated, produces confiderable embarralT- 
ments. Some petty diftrelTes of this nature 
lengthened our expedition from one to three 
days. 

We rofe at five in the morning, but were 
detained by the want of poft-horfes, which 
we found great difficulty in procuring, not- 
withftanding that our orders for them were 
figned both by the governor of the province 
and of the city; and although we impor- 
tuned the poft-mafter with repeated mefiages. 
The cafe is, that as the price for the hire 
of horfes is very inconfiderable, the owners 
can employ them in other fervices to greater 
advantage : and on this account a ftranger, 
unlefs he is accompanied with a Ruffian 
foldier to quicken the expedition of thofe 
who furnifli the pofl, muft necefTarily meet 

F 3 with 
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with infinite delays. We were, indeed, 
ftrongly advifcd by fomc of our acquaint- 
ance to ufe this precaution; but, thinking 
that we fliould have no occafion for it during 
fo fhort a journe}% we imprudently omitted it, 
to our great inconvenience, as we foon expe- 
rieaced. 

After waiting nine hours, we at length 
thought ourfelves fortunate in feeing the 
poft-horfes make theii* appearance about two 
in the afternoon j and fet off with an ex~ 
pedlation of proceeding without interr\iption 
to Bretoffhina, where we knew that a relay 
was waiting for us. But our drivers flopped 
at a village only four miles from Mofcow ; 
and peremptorily rcfufed to carry us any far- 
ther. In vain we produced our order for 
horfes ; they contended that it authorized us 
only to take them from village to village ; 
and upon the flrength of that conilru(3:ion 
returned without further ceremony to Mof- 
cow. Two hours more were now employed, 
and much broken Ruflian fpoken by our 
Bohemian interpreter, before we were able 
to prevail upon the inhabitants of the place 
to fupply us with horfes, who dcpofitcd us 
in a village about the diftance of three 
miles } where all the old procefs of alter- 
cation, 
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cation, threats, and promiTes, were again 
renewed. In this manner we continued 
wrangling and proceeding from village to 
village, which were thickly fcattered in this 
part of the country, until near midnight, 
when we found ourfelves at Klifma, only 
feventeen miles from Mofcow, and where 
we took up our lodging in a peafant's cot- 
tage. Our Bohemian fervant having fortu- 
nately devoted great part of the night to 
rambling to different houfes, and adjufting 
the difficult negotiation for frefli horfes, we 
were able to depart almoft by day-break- 
and had the ftill farther fatisfadtion to pafs 
over the immenfe fpace of feven miles without 
either halt or delay ; fo that by eight in the 
morning we reached, much to our furprize, 
Bretoflhina, which ftands about half-way be- 
tween Mofcow and the convent. Here we 
found a RulTian ferjeant, whom prince V©1- 
konfki had obligingly fent forwards to pro- 
cure the horfes, which he had promifed we 
fhould find in this place, and to- accompany 
us during the remainder of our journey : the 
experience of the preceding day had taught us 
the value of this military attendant. 

At Bretoffhina we viewed a palace built 
by Alexey Michaelovitch, in which he fre- 

F 4 quently 
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quently refided : it is a long wooden building, 
painted yellow, only one flory in height, 
containing ^ fuite of fmall and low rooms. 
This palace (if it deferves that name) has 
long been uninhabited. The ejnprels, pjeafed; 
with the beauty of the fituation, and refpedt- 
ing a place which had once been the favou- 
rite refidence of Peter the Great's father, piu*- 
pofed to build a large brick palace near the 
lite of the old manfion ; and part of the 
materials were already collected for that pur- 
pofe. Upon our return to the village we. 
ordered the horfes, and were plegifed to find 
our order obeyed almoft as foon as it was. 
iflued : we had, indeed, a very fuccefsfiil, 
^ent in our friend the ferjeant ; for the 
peafants, who were beginning to wrangle 
among themfelves, and to make their ufual 
altercations, were inl\antly difperfed by his 
cudgel, whofe eloquence was more perfua^five 
than the moft pathetic remonftiances. The 
boors were certainly accuftomed to this fpecies 
of rhetorick ; for tl^ey bore it patiently, and 
with perfedl good-humour ; and, the moment 
they were feated upon the box, began whifl:« 
ling and fmging their national fongs as ufual.- 
We now continued our route, and arrived 
at the convent, though diftant from Bretof- 

Ihina 
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(hina about twenty miles^ without once ftop-r 
ping to change horfes. 

Troitfkoi Sergief KJofter, oir the monallery 
of the Holy Trinity, is fo large as at a little 
diftance to have the appearance of a fmall 
town ; and, like Riany convents in this 
country, is ftrongly fortified, according to 
the antient mode of defence, being furrounded 
with high brick walls, ftrengthened with bat- 
tlen^ents and towers* The parapet is roofed 
with wood, ai;id the walls and towers are 
provided vvith holes for mulkets and cannon : 
the whole is furrounded by a deep ditch. 
This place withltood feveral fieges ; and par- 
ticularly baffled all the efforts of Ladiflaus 
prince of Poland, who attacked it with a 
large army. 

]Befide the convent or habitation for the 
rnonks, the walls enclofe an imperial palace, 
iind nine large churches conftruded by dif- 
ferent fovereigns. The convent is a large 
range of building encircling a court, and is 
far too fpacious for the prefent inhabitants : 
it fonnerly contained 300 monks, together 
with a proportionate number of ftudents; 
and was the rjcheft ecclefiaftical foundatioa 
in Rufiia. The fraternity pollefTed confi- 
derable eftates, upon which were at leaft 

100,000 
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100,000 pcafants : thele eflates, as well as 
all the other church-lands, being now an- 
nexed to the crown, the members receive 
fmall penfions. With their revenues their 
number has been greatly diminiflied, and 
they fcarcely amount at prefent to loo monks. 
Their habit is black, with a veil of the fame 
colour; they eat no meat, and the difcipline 
of the order is very ftritt. Within the con- 
vent is a feminary for tlie education of per- 
fons intended for the clergy; which con- 
tained, as we were informed, about 200 
fludents. 

The imperial palace, which was much 
fi^equented when the fovereign refided at 
Mofcow, is fmall ; one of the apartments 
is ornamented with reprefentations in ftucco 
of the principal adions of Peter the Great. 
The nine churches, like all the other facred 
edifices v/hich fell under my obfervation, are 
fuperb and fplendid, and extremely rich in 
gold and filver ornaments, and coflly veft- 
ments. The principal church has a cupola 
and four domes ; the former is of copper 
gilt, the latter of tin or iron painted green. 
We afcended a new belfry, built by the 
emprefs Elizabeth, which is not an inelegant 
piece of architedlure : it commands a fine 

view 
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view of the adjacent country, which is gently 
waving, richly cultivated, producing much 
grain, and thickly ftrewed with villages. The 
archimandrite or abbot of the monaftery being 
abfent, we could not obtain permifiion to lee 
the Hbrary, which occafioned fome regret, be- 
caufe, according to Bufching, it contains a cu- 
rious colledlion of books 

In the principal church a few tombs drew 
my attention. 

The firft was that of Maria queen of Li- 
yonia, probably the only perfon who ever bore 
that title, an empty honour, which fhe may 
truly be faid to have purchafed at a dear rate. 
Maria, lineally defcended from Ivan Vaflilie- 
vitch 1. was a relation of Ivan II. as will ap- 
pear by the following genealogical table. 

Ivan Vassilievitch I, 

I 

j A , 

Vascili [vanovitch, Andrew Ivanovitch of 

, Su irza, died 1537. 

Ivan Va^^oilievitch II. ^ 1 

Vladimir Andrevitch^ 
did 1570. 
' 1 

Maria, married to Magnuf. 
^ 1 

EUDOICIA. 



* Bufchlng's Erd-befchreibung, v. L p. 852. 

She 
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She cfpoufed, in 1573, Magnus duke of 
Holftein ^, and titular king of Livonia, who 
w^as raifed to that dignity by Ivan Vaffi- 
lievitch II. in a very extraordinary manner. 
Liyojiia, bordering upon Ruflia, Sweden, 
and Poland, and reciprocally claimed and 
poflelTed by thofe three powers, was, in the 
middle of the fixteenth century, partly free, 
partly fubj^edt to Poland, and partly to the 
Swedes, when the tzar made an irruption into 
that province, and conquered a fmall portion. 
Well acquainted, however, with the averfioa 
pf the natives to the Ruffian fceptre, he 

♦ This Magnus was fon of Chriftian III. khig of 
Denmark ; and is known in hiftory by feveral different 
appellations. He is fometimes ftyled king of Livonia, 
from his mock-fovereignty in that country ; fojucame? 
duke of Holftein, from his inheriting a portion of that 
duchy upon the deceafc of his father ; and bifhop of ^Jel, 
from his exchanging his p*\rt of Holftein for the bilhop- 
ricks of JEkl and Courland, which he fcculnrizcd. Hol- 
berg, the Danifh hiftorian, mentions n bond for 1590 
marks, which was thus figned. " We Magnus, by the 
« grace of God, Lord of i^;fel and Wick, Biihop of 
Courland, Adminiftrator of the bifhoprick of Rcval, 
Heir of Norway, duke of Schlefwick, Holftein, Stor- 
mar, and Ditmarfti, Count of Oldenburgh and Delmen- 
" hurft." Titles, as the hiftorians remark, which could 
not procure him even a fmall fum of money without his 
bond, Holbcrg, v. IL p. 488. 
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declared, that he had entered their country 
with no interefted views ; that he had no 
other ambition than to refcue them from 
the Swedifh yoke; that he, renouncing all 
right of conqueft, would only ftyle himfelf 
their protestor: he propofed at the fame 
time that they fhould ele*ft for their fove- 
reign Magnus, brother of Frederic II. king 
of Denmark, who, in the capacity of bifhop 
of Pilten, had fomc pretenfions to Livonia. 
This propofal being cheerfully complied with 
by a great party among the natives ; the tzar 
difpatched an embaffy to Magnus, who ac- 
cepted the proffered crown, and repaired with- 
out delay to Mofcow, where he was formally 
inftalled in his new dignity, upon condition of 
efpoufmg Maria, and of paying an annual tri- 
bute to the tzar. 

Magnus, however, was ftill only a titular 
fovereign, being oppofed by the Swedes, who 
maintained a large army in Livonia, and not 
unanimoufly acknowledged even by the na.- 
tives. After a fruitlefs attempt to take pof- 
feflion of his crown, he continued to difplay 
his mock dignity at Mofcow. At length, 
in 1577, being efcorted to Livonia by the 
tzar, at the head of 50,000 troops, he ob- 
tained the town of Wenden and the adjacent 

territory. 
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territoiy, the remainder of the province being 
refervxd to Ruflia. 

Magnus was Icarcely admitted into Wenden, 
where he w^as received with great demonftra- 
tions of joy, than, defpifing a precarious and 
dependant fovereignty, he was prevailed upon 
by his new fubjeds, ever averfe to the Ruflian 
yoke, to form a fecret alliance with the king 
of Poland, and to counterad; the tzar's pro- 
grefs in Livonia. Ivan, apprized of this ne- 
gotiation, determined to chaltife the perfidy 
of Magnus, by precipitating him from tliat 
throne, which he had fo lately afliflcd liim in 
afcending. With this view he liid imme- 
diate fiege to Wenden with fo numerous 
an araiy, that the inhabitants, finding all 
oppofition inciFedrual, propofed to capitulate. 
Magnus himfclf carried the temis of capi- 
tulation, and, advancing to fupplicate the 
incenfed monarch, threw himfclf at his feet, 
and interceded for the town. The tzar, 
fpurning at him with his foot -^j and ftriking 

him 

♦ Hcnnmg, author of the Livonian Chronicle, relates 
this tranfa£tion more to the honour of Ivan. He is thus 
quoted by the authors of the Univerfal Hiftory,vol. XXXV, 
p. 2^2. " The tzar laid fiegc to the place, till, at the 

earneft requeft of the citizens, Magnus, with only a few 
" attendants, went into the tzar's camp, and, falling on 

his 
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him in the face, loaded him with reproaches 
for his ingratitude, and ordered him to prifon ; 
then entering the town, his troops committed 
every fpecies of horror and devaftation. Many 
of the principal inhabitants, retiring into the 
citadel, determined to defend it to the laft 
extremity ; but foon perceiving all refiftance 
to be fruitlefs, and expeding no quarter, they 
calmly affembled, received the facrament, and 

his knees, begged pardon for hlmfelf and the city, 
Bafilowltz no fooner faw the king of Livonia thus 
" proftrate before him, than he difmounted from his horfe, 
" aj^d defired him to rife, returned him his fword, and, 
after reproaching him with the ingratitude of his late 
conduct, freely pardoned him and the city, and aflured 
" them of his protection. At this inftant a cannon-ball 
from the caftle narrowly miffed killing the tzar; which 
« fo incenfed him, that he mounted his horfe and rode 
" away diredly, fwearing by St. Nicholas, that for this 
frefli inftance of perfidy, every perfon in Wenden fliould 
fufFer death. Magnus was then put under an arreft in 
" a farm-houfe, and obliged to fign an obligation, by whidi 
he engaged to pay the tzar 40,000 Hungarian florins by 
" the next Chriftmas, as a fatisfaCtion for the money taken 
" from Polubenfki , and in cafe of failure of payment at 
" that time, to forfeit double the fum, and remain a pri- 
" foner at Mofcow till the whole fhould be difcharged." 
J have followed the principal hiftorians of Sweden and 
Denmark, alfo Heidenftein, and Oderborg, who feem tQ 
have given the moft probable account of this event. 

then 
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then deftroyed themfelves by blowing up the 
citadel. Thus ended the kingdom of Li- 
vonia, four years after it had been ei-edled 
into a fovereignty. Magnus, who thought 
himfclf extremely fortunate to obtain his 
enlargement upon paying a confiderable fum 
of money, repaired, with his confort Maria, 
to Pilten in Courland, where he died in 1583, 
in extreme diftrefs *. After the death of her 
hufband, Maria, the titular queen of Livonia, 
was enticed into RufTia, and thrown into a 
nunnery with her only daughter Eudok.ia-|-. 
She was never releafed from her confinement* 
and the time of her deceafe is uncertain. 
The remains, both of the queen and her 
daughter, were depofited in the convent of 
the Holy Trinity, 

IiT the fame church repofe the aihes of 
Boris Feodorovitch Godunof, who, upon the 
demife of Feodor Ivanovitch in 1597, was 
raifed from a private flation to the throne of 
RulTia. It is a circumllance extremely fa.- 
vourable to a virtuous condudt, that a fove- 
reign cannot commit one flagrant offence with- 

• Holberg, vol. II. p. 488. 

t Fletcher's Sute of Ruflia, Chap. V. 

out 
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out fuffering the imputation of many others ; 
and that fuppofititious cruelties ^re always 
added to ads of real tyranny. This has 
been the fate of Boris Godunof, who, having 
defervedly acquired the deteftation of pofterity 
by the perpetration of one crime, has been 
unjuftly branded with infamy, even for tliofe 
anions which merit the higheft applaufe. 

Boris Godunof was defcended from a Tartar 
anceftor, who came into Ruflia in 1329, and, 
having embraced Chriftianity, affumed the 
name of Zachary, From Simon Godun, one 
of his defcendants, the family was known by 
the furname of Godunof, and became greatly 
diftinguiflied by the elevation of the perfonage 
who is now under confideration. 

Boris, fon of Feodor Ivanovitch, a noble- 
man of the Ruffian court, was borri in 1 522 ; 
and in the 20 th year of his age was appointed, 
by Ivan Vaffilievitch II. to attend the perfon 
of his fon prince Ivan : being fucceffively 
promoted to higher offices, and obtaining ad- 
ditional influence by the marriage of his fifter 
'Irene with Feodor Ivanovitch j he was, upon 
that monarch's fucceflion to the throne, 
created privy counfellor, mafter of the horfcj 
and invefted with the fole diredion of affairs. 
His authority was fo abfolute, that his reign 

Vol. II. G may • 
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may be dated from the acceffion of Feodor ; 
he wanted only the title of tzar; and the 
whole adminiftration of government muft be 
attributed to him. 

Upon the death of Feodor without ifTue, 
the eledtion fell unanimoufly upon Boris Go- 
dunof, who owed his elevation to the high 
opinion which all parties entertained of his 
capacity and wifdom ; to the influence of his 
.lifter Irene ; and to the artful manner with 
which he afFedted to decline, while he was 
moft ambitious to pofTefs, the crown. He 
deferved his elevation by his confummate 
abilities and popular manners ; and, for his 
poUtical and civil deportment, he is juftly 
ranked among the greateft ftatefmen of his 
age. 

Happy would it have been for himfelf and 
his country, if he had united moderation and 
humanity to thefe fplendid qualities. His 
perfecution of feveral noble fiimilies, who 
ftood in the way of his ambitious defigns, 
and ftill more the aflafTination * of Deme- 

• This Is not the proper place to inquire whether De- 
tnetrius was really aflaflinated, or whether he cfcaped, for 
the crime of Boris was the fame, whether his orders were 
carried into execution, or cludcJ. See the next chapter. 



trius, 
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trius, brands his charader with indelible in- 
famy. But while we admit and deteft iri 
this inftance the fiill extent of his guilt, 
let not oUr horror at this tranfadlion induce 
us to mifreprefent his moft laudable adlions; 
Let us not affert with his enemies, that irt 
order to turn the attelition of the people 
from the cataftrophe of the prince, and to 
ingratiate himfelf in their favour by an aft of 
public munificence, he pul-pofely fet fire to 
feveral parts of Mofcow, that he might re- 
build them at his own expence. Nor let 
us, with equal abfurdity and injuftice, acciife 
him of privately inviting the khan of the 
Tartars to invade Ruffia, that he might 
«6ccupy the public with a foreign war, and 
acquire frefli glory by repelling the enemy. 

We may add to the lift of his fuppofititious 
Cfi'mesi that he poifoned Feodor * : for the 

tza?^ 

* I sam at a loCs to know whei^e the tompiler of the at- 
tide of Ruffia, in the yniverfal Hiftory, obtained the fol- 
lowing anecdote* Theodore died, after a reign of 
twelve years, not without fufpicion of having been poi- 
foned by his brother-in-law; The czarina feemed fo 
fenfible of this, that /he ftrongly reproached her brother, 
" Boris Godunof, with the murder of her hufband, and 
^ would never fpeak td him afterwards.'' Vol. XXX V^, 

G2 p. 273. 
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tzar had long laboured under a declining fkte 
of health * j and, the year before his death, 
had requefted a phyfician from England 
Even his paternal attention and unbounded 
generofity towards his fubjeds during a fa- 
mine, which, foon after his elevation to the 
throne, defolated Mofcow, has been turned 
as an accufation againft himj for prejudice 
has not been wanting to infmuate, that, from 
an abfurd delicacy, he would not permit 
foreigners to fupply the Ruflians in their 
extrtme^ diftrefs with corn ; and that he 
joined fevcral banditti in plundering the houfes 
of the rich X i calumnies which have been 
ably and unanfwerably refuted by Muller. 
But the brighteft fplendour of abilities, .and 
even the mofl upright ufe of power, will ^ 

p, 273. For all authentic hiftorians agree, that his ele- 
vation to the throne was finally owing to the pofitive re- 
commendation of his fiftcr the tzarina, whofe intcrcelfion 
overcame his aftecled refufal of the crown. 

♦ Fletcher fays of Feodor, that he was inclining to a 
dropfy. 

t As appears from a letter in the Ruffian archives. 
This report, Mr. Muller conjeftures, a;-ofe from his 
compelling the bifliops and nobles, who had a fuperfluity 
of corn, to difpofe of it to the poor at an under price, 
S. R. G, V. 



not 
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not atone for the ill means of acquiring it ; 
and the time arrived, when Boris paid ,the 
price for the aflaffination of Demetrius. The 
death and charadter of Boris Godunof are thus 
delineated by an impartial hiftorian *. 

" The party of the pretended Demetrius 
" increafed daily, and the Ruffians flocked 
" to him from all quarters. This circunj- 
" ftance, joined to the inactivity of the Ruffian 
** army, had fuch an effed: upon Boris, that, 
** driven to defpair, he fwallowed poifon-}-, 
M The accounts are falfe, which attribute 
his death to poifon -given to him by one 
Peter Bofmanof; or which relate that 
" while he was giving audience to fome 
" foreign embalTadors, he was feized with a 
" violent colic, and that foon afterwards 
" the blood gullied from his mouth, nofe, 
*' and ears. He felt the firft effeds of the 
'* poifon at dinner, and the fymptoms were 
" fo violent, that he had fcarcely time to 
" enter into the monadic order before he 
** expired, According to the Ruffian cuf- 
" torn, he changed his name from Boris to 

* MuUer, S. R. G. V. p. 247. 

t Captain Margaret fays, that he died of an apoplexy. 
Etat de la Ruffie, p. 118. 

G 3 " Bogolep. 
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** Bogolep. His deceafe happened on the 
13th of April, or the 24th, according to 
" the new llyle, 1 605, after a reign of eight 
**. years and two months. 

" It muft be allowed that his death was a 
" great lofs to Ruffia ; for if we except the 
** unjuftifiable means by which he raifed him- 
" felf to the throne, and the cruelty with 
" which he perfecuted feveral illuftrious fa- 
" miUes, particularly the houfe of Romanof, 
" he muft be efteemed s,n excellent fove- 
**• reign. Ambition and revenge were his 
** principal vices : on the contrary, his pe- 
** netration and fagacity, his affability and 
". munificence, his political knowledge, his 
** diligence in the adminiftration of afftirs, 
" his affiduity in introducing into RulTia the 
** improvements of foreign nations, in a word, 
<* his unwearied attention to promote the 
" advantage of his country, and the wel- 
*' fare of his fubjeds, were confpicuous parts 
" of his charader. We are apt to over- 
" look the vices of a fovereign in confide- 
** ration of his princely virtues, and in this 
" refpedl Boris is entitled to our efleem. 
V When we add to thefe confiderations the 
long chain of calamities which fucceeded 

" hi? 
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" his death, his lofs could not but be fenfi- 
«* biy felt." His remains were at firft de- 
pofited in the Imperial fepulchre at Mofcow ; 
but were afterwards removed to the convent 
' of the Holy Trinity*, 

» For the hiftory of Boris Godlinof, fee MuIIer, S. R. G, 
vpk V. p. 27 to 249. 
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CHAP. YII. 

Inquiry into the bijlory and adventures of the-^ 
tzar who reigned under the name of Deme- 
triusi. — His reception in Poland. — Innafion 
of Ruflia. — Acknowledged as the fon of Ivaa 
Vaflilicvitch II. — Seats himfelf upon the- 
throne^ — His charaBer. — Confpiracy againfl 
bim. — Is affajjinated.. — Various opinions con- 
cerning him. — Called an impofior by the Ruf- 
fian hijlorians. — By Petreius, — Tcjiimony of 
Margaret h his favour, — Grounds for fup^K 
fofng him to be the real Demetrius, 

AMONG the tombs in the cathedral 
of St. Michael I had occafion to men^ 
tion that of a child, called by the Ruffians 
Dmitri, or Demetrius, vvhofe intricate and 
controverted hiftory was referved for a fepa- 
rate narrative. 

Ivan * VafTilievitch II. left two fons ; 
Feodor, who fucceeded to the throne ; and 

Demetrius, 

* I had entirely finifhed this chapter before the publica- 
tion of L'EveRiue's Hiftoire de Ruflie. That ingenious 
^iuthor has, in his account gf the perfon who llyled himfelf 

f)emetrius^ 



C. 7- DEMETRIUS, 85 

Demetrius, an infant, who was educated at 
Uglitz under the care of his mother the tzar-^ 
ina Maxia Feodorofna, and in tlie eighth year 
qf his age was faid to have been aflaffinated 
by order of Boris Godunof-*\ The real 

circumftances 

Demetrius, advanced many plaufible arguments to fhew, 
that he was probably not an importer and though they 
appear to me unanfwerable, and it is eafy'to perceive that 
he entirely leans to that opinion, yet he candidly concludes 
with averting, " Pluficurs objedtions cjue j'ai hazardees 
" contre Timpofture d'Ofrepief me paraiflent d'une 
« grande force, je n'oferai cependant decider la queftion/* 
See Hif. de Ruff, v- III- p. 226 to 236. It may ferve, 
perhaps, as an additional proof in favour of Demetrius, that 
two foreigners, who had vifited RuHia, both unbiafl'ed by 
any national prejudices, and without the leaft communi- 
cation with each other, ftiould hold nearly the fame opinion 
upon fo intricate a fubjeft. I have inferted into the notes 
a few of his remarks, which feemed to me the moft im- 
portant. 

* MuHer relates from a Ruffian manufcript, that twelve 
perfons w:^re privy tq the murder, amongft whom were the 
prince's nurfe and her fon^ who perpetrated the deed ; 
that it was committed at mid- day in the court-yard of the 
palace, and that a bell-ringer, who was upon the top of 
an adjoining cathedral, faw the whole tranfaftion. Pe- 
treius aflerts, that the prince was murdered during the con- 
fufion of a fire, purpofely occafioned by one of the affaflins. 
Margaret and Grevenbuck fay that the allaffin was fon of 
the tzarina Maria's fecretary ; and it is generally affirmed, 
^at it happened at midnight. — The Rulliaii authors na- 
turally 
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circumftances of this affaffination, being 
purpolely v/ith-held from the public, are 
▼arioiifly related j and the following particu- 
lars can alone be unqueftionably depended 
upon. A body, fuppofed to be that of the 
young prince, was found weltering in its blood ; 
certain perfons, confidered as the aHaffins, 
were inftantly put to death by the inhabitants 
of Uglitz. When the account of the cata- 
flrophe was tranfmitted to Mofcow ; Boris 
Godunof, having firft fpread a report that 
Demetrius had, in a violent fit of phrenzy, 
put a period to his own life, difpatched his 
creatures Vaflili Shuilki and Cletchnin to 
make inquiries into the circumftances of the 
prince's death. Thefe perfons, having ex- 
ajnincd the body of the deceafed, declared it 

tarally prefer the firft account, becaufe it was more difficult 
at mid-day to fubftitute a child. There is no rcalbn to 
be furprized at thefe contradidlory opinions, when it is 
confidered, as L*Evef<jue has juftly obferved, « que Boris 
" fupprinia tous les details dc cot horrible affaire; qu'il 
« trompa le tzar et le public. Le public fut done alors 
mal iiiftruit des circonftances de cet eveneinent, et le 
<* temps n'a pu y ajouter que de nouvelles obfcurites. 
« D'ailleurs, comme le dit Margaret, on obfervait en 
« RuiRe un fecret fi profond fur toutes les affaires, qu'il 
etait fort difficile d'apprendre la verite de ce qu'oi\ 
n'avait pas vu de fes ycux." V. III. p. 228. 

> to 
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to be that of Demetrius, and confirmed the 
former report which had been circulated by- 
Boris Godunof. Maria Feodorofna, accufed 
of grofs inattention to her fon's fecurity, was 
compelled to aflame the veil, and confined 
in a convent ; many inhabitants of Uglitz, 
who fpoke freely concerning the murder, were 
capitally punifhedj fome were imprifoned, 
and others were baniflied. 

Boris Godunof managed this horrid tranf- 
adion with fuch art and fecrecy, that fcarcely 
any fufpicions were entertained againft him ; 
until thirteen years afterwards a perfon made 
his appearance who declared himfelf to be 
Demetrius : he gave out that his mother, 
fufpicious of the attempts againft her fon's 
life, had taken the precaution to remove liim 
from Uglitz, and to fubftitute another child, 
who was affaflinated in his place ; and that, 
being educated in a convent, and concealed 
from the knowledge of his perfecutors, he 
had efcaped from Ruflia into Poland. Being 
there admitted into the fervice of Wiefnovit- 
iki, a Pole of great diflindion, he difcovered 
himfelf to thi^t nobleman who, convinced, 
or pretending to be fo, that he was the fon 
of Ivan Valfilievitch II. warmly efpoufed his 
caufe. Boris Godunof, having received in- 

tQlligence 
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telligence of this unexpedted claimant of his 
throne, difleminated a report, that the impof- 
tor who aifumed the name of Demetrius, was 
a monk ftyled Gregory or Grifka Otrepief j 
and fpared neither threats nor bribes to obtain 
poffefiion of his perfbn ; but, when thefe ex- 
pedients failed of fuccefs, he difpatched his 
cmiliaries into Poland to afTaflinate him. 

Wiei«iovitllci, alarmed for the fafety of hia 
fugitive, recommended him to the prote<5tion 
of the fenator George Mnifhek palatine cf 
Sendomir ; a nobleman of the largeft eftate 
and greatcfl: confequence of Poland. Deme- 
trius (if I may be allowed to call him by that 
name) being acknowledged by him as the 
rightful heir of the Rulfian throne, was foon 
afterwards betrothed in marriage to the pala- 
tine's daughter Maria i and, in the beginning 
of tlie year 1603, was introduced to Sigif- 
mond III. king of Poland. Being admitted 
to a public audience before the diet, he excited 
the compalTion of that alTembly by the affect- 
ing manner in which he related his extraor- 
dinary adventures ; and though Sigifmond and 
the diet regretted that the fituation of their 
country prevented them from openly fecond- 
ing his pretenfions, yet they teftified the moft 
cordial attachment to his interefts, and laid 
3 no 
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no prohibition on thofe nobles who might be 
difpofed to engage in his fupport. By the 
affiftance of his two patrons, Wiefnovitfki 
and the palatine of Sendomir, Demetrius en- 
tered Ruflia in the month of Auguft, 1604, 
at the head of about 4000 Poles j and being 
foon joined by many Ruffians, particularly by 
the Coflacs of the Don, advanced almofl with- 
out oppofition to Novogorod Severfkoi, and 
routed in December kn army of 40,000 men ; 
but was liimfelf not long afterwards defeated, 
with great flaughter, by prince Vaffili Shuiflci 
general of Boris Godunof. Eight thoufand 
of his followers were either killed or taken 
prifoners ; all his artillery and colours fell into 
the hands of the enemy ; his horfe was wound- 
ed under him, and he himfelf efcaped with 
difficulty^ 

This overthrow occafioned the almoft" total 
defcdlion of the Polilh troops ; and Demetrius 
himfelf was fo difmayed with his iofs, that he" 
would have retreated precipitately into Po-- 
land, if he had not been diffiiaded by the im- 
portunities of his Ruffian adherents; many 
of whom believed him to be the true Deme-- 
trius, and all dreaded the vengeance of Boris 
Godunof. Overcome by their fuggeftions, 
he continued his march ; and, notwithftand- 

ing 
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ing his late difcomfiture, foon faw himfelf 
at the head of a numerous army of Ruffians, 
yfho flocked to his ftandard from all quarters. 
Not only the populace, ever prone to credu- 
lity* but even men of the higheft birth and 
quality* gave credit to his pretenfions : not 
only the diftant provinces fupported his caufe ; 
but the people rofe even at Mofcowj and pub- 
licity proclaimed that Demetrius had efcaped 
from his alTaffins, and claimed allegiance as 
their rightful' fovereign. This infurre(ftion 
was indeed immediately quelled i but although 
Boris Godunof inflicted the fevereft punifh- 
ment upon his adherents j though the patri- 
arch publiflied a ban of excommunication 
againft him and his party j and though Vaffili 
Shuifki openly ^ffirrhed that he had himfelf 
examined the body of the deceafcd prince at 
Uglitz ; yet an univerfal belief fpread itfelf 
through all ranks, that the pretender to the 
throne was the real fon of Ivan Vaflilie- 
vitch II. 

The fudJen death of Boris Godunof, which 
happened in the month of April, 1605, haf- 
tened the fuccefs of Demetrius. Feodor Bo- 
rifovitch was fcarcely declared fucceflbr to his 
father by the patriarch and nobles who were 
prefent at Molcow ; before he was deferted by 

thtf 



DEMETRIUS. 9^ 

the principal generals of the Ruffian army^ 
and by many perfons of diftindlion. His 
troops at this inaufpicious jundlure were fud- 
denly attacked and defeated ; and thofe who 
efcaped were perfuaded to fwear fealty to his 
rival, who, ftrengthened by this acceffion, 
advanced by hafty marches towards the capi* 
tal without the Icaft oppofition : the highways 
were lined with people j the towns opened 
their gates with every demonftration of joy; 
while Demetrius fupported the prepoiTeffion 
of the Ruffians in favour of his birth by the 
affability of his demeanor, and the graceful- 
nefs of his perfon. Having publifhed a ma- 
nifefto, in which he held out to the inhabi- 
tants of Mofcow offers of clemency and fkvour 
on their return to their duty, they rofe in 
arms ; ftormed the palace j depofed and ftran- 
gled Feodor Borifovitch ; and recognized his 
title. On the 30th of June the new tzar 
entered Mofcow in triumph, and took poffef- 
fion of the throne with univerfal approbation. 
His pretenfions to the crown, as real fon of 
Ivan Vaffilievitch H. were ftiil further con- 
firmed by the pulic teftimony of Maria Feo- 
dorofna, whom Boris Godunof had imprifoned 
in a diftant monailery, and whom Demetrius, 
at his acceffion, • inftantly releafcd from her 

confineme:_. 
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confinement. Upon her approach to Mof- 
cow, on the 8th of July, he rode to meet hef 
at the head of a numerous proceflion ; and at 
the firft appearance of her carriage, alighted 
from his horfe, and ran to embrace her. The 
tendernefs and affeftion which both parties 
difplayed on this interefting occafion drew 
tears from the fpeftators ; and the ftrong ex- 
preflions of tranfport with which the tzarina 
openly acknowledged him for her fon, feemed 
to afford a pofitive confirmation of the reality 
of his imperial lineage. Soon after this in- 
terview he was crowned with the ufual pomp 
and ma2:nificence, and feemed now firmV 
feated upon the throne ; in the poffeffibn of 
which he would probably have maintained 
himlelf, whether he were the real Demetrius 
or an impoftor, by a proper conformity to 
the manners of his lubjeds, and by a prudent 
deference to their civil and religious eftablifli- 
ment. But his avowed contempt of the 
Ruffian cuftoms ; and, above all, his public 
negledt of their religious ceremonies, foon 
alienated the affedions of his fubjeds j and 
precipitated him from the throne as rapidly as 
he had afcendcd it. 

Margaret, who had frequent accefs to the 
perfon of Demetrius, has (ketched his portrait 

in 



C. 7* P E M E T R I U S. 97 

in the following fliort but lively manner* 
" He had no beard, was of a middle ftature, 
" and of dark, complexion, his limbs were 
** llrong and nervous, and he had a wart under 
" his right eye. He was adive, fpirited, and 
" merciful, foon offended, and as foon ap- 
" peafed ; liberal, ambitious, and defirous of 
" malting himfelf known to pofterity; in a 
** word, he was 'a prince who loved honour, 
" and recommended it by his own exam- 
" pie *." If we fhould allow that Margaret 
has concealed many of his defe<Sts, and has 
placed his virtues in the moft advantageous 
light ; yet the acrimony and injuftice which 
appear in many parts of the following ex- 
tracts from his charadter, as drawn even by 
Mr. Muller the moft candid of his opponents, 
will prevent every impartial perfon from giv- 
ing implicit credit to the reprefentations of 
his enemies. 

The falfe -f Demetrius was of a middle 
" lize, dark complexion, and had one of his 
" arms (horter than the other. He would 
** have been efteemed not deficient in wif- 
" dom, if he had not been fo precipitate in 

* Margaret, p. 141. 

t S. R. G. vol. V. p. 302, &c. 

Vol, II. H " his 
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" his conduit ; and if he had conformed his^ 
" behaviour to the difpofition and temper of 
^ his fubjefts. In Poland he applied himfelf 
to the ftudy of languages, arts, and fciences ; 
" he converfed in Latin * and Polifh with flu- 
ency ; he was well acquainted with hiftory^ 
and particularly with that of Ruflia and the 
" neighbouring kingdoms ; he was well verfed 
" in mufick, and pofibfled other liberal accom- 
pliihments^ On account of his addrefs and 
" good fortune in obtaining the crow^n, he 
was efteemed a magician. Warlike exercife 
and hunting were his principal amufements- 
" He had fome knowledge of engineering and 
^ artillery ; was fond of cafting cannon ; and 
(hot with fuch Ikill and addrefs as to fur- 
" prize the moft dextrous markfmen. He 
was zealous to improve the difcipline of his 
anny ; for which purpofe he would often 
review his troops, inllrudl them in different 
manoeuvres, ftorm ramparts and fortLfica- 
" tions ; and as he was always foremoft, and. 

♦ His underftanding Latin has been; urged againft" 
him as a proof that he was educated by the Jefuits. Mar- 
garet, however, pofitively aflcrts, that he was not in the 
leaft acquainted with that language. II eft trcs certain 
qu'il ne parloit nullement Latin, j'en puis temoigner, 
moins le f<favoit il lire et ecrirc. Ibid. p. 163. 

" the 
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the moft eager among the affailants, he 
frequerKly was rudely handled in the 
fray. 

" Defirous to be efteemed a patron of juf- 
tice, he put to death feveral judges who 
*^ had been convi6led of iniquitous pradlices. 
But was not this mode of proceeding rather 
a proof of his inclination to cruelty ? and 
might it not arife from a defire of ftriking 
terror into his fubjedts ^ ? 

He has been praifed for his munificence, 
but it was both extravagant and ill-placed ; 
he heaped bounties upon Polifh muficians 
and other minions, and drained the treafury 
by the moft enormous expences -f-. Like 

" all 

* A fuppofition, which (hews a ftrong difpofition In the 
oppofite party to mifreprefent the moft favourable parts of 
his conduft. 

f The accounts of his extravagance were grofsly ex- 
aggerated. He is faid to have given orders for a throne 
of mafly filver, fupported with fix lions of the fame coftly 
materials ; and for a footHool of pure gold, for the cere- 
mony of his coronation: the latter was ftudded with 
600 diamonds, 600 rubies, 600 fapphires, 600 eme- 
ralds, 600 Turkifh ftones, all of a large fize, but fome of 
the latter were as big as half a pigeon's egg. It muft be 
remarked, that this footftool was already in the treafury 
when Demetrius afceixled the tbrone i and had been prefent- 

Hz cd 
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all voluptuaries he was fickle and impetu- 
ous. All his adions proved an extraordinary 
pronenefs to prefer his own precipitate re- 
folutions to the moft prudent advice, and 
to adopt the rafheft meafures. His fudden 
elevation rendered him infolent ; he was 
fo ambitious, that even the Ruffian em- 
pire appeared too fmall to fatisfy his luft 
of dominion ; and he extended his views 
to the reduction of Turkey and Tartary. 
His ebriety and incontinence were his 
" moft notorioi>s vices, which frequently ex- 
pofed him in the eyes of the public. Be- 
" fide the princefs Irene, the daughter of 
" Boris Godunof, all who pleafed him were 
" facrificed to his defires, without the leaft 
regard to rank or age *. 

Upon 

cd from the Sophy of Perfia to Iran VaiTilievitch 11. 
S. R. G. vol. V. 335. Many fimrJar ornaments cm- 
ployed at his coronation had been ufed by the former fo* 
vereigns, who were crowned with Afiatic magnificence. 

• Thefe parts of his conduit were alfo greatly mifrc- 
prefcnted. L'Evefque aflerts, with great appearance of 
probability, that thefe reports of his incontinence were not 
founded in truth ; and particularly denies that the princefs 
Irene was facrificed to his defires. " On a ecrit, qu'elle 
avoit ete refer vee pour fervir aux plaifirs brutaux du 
bourreau dc fa famillc j mais cette accufation, di<a6c 

par 
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** Upon his firft acceffion to the throne he 
«• was eafy of accels, but he gradually be- 

came fufpicious of his fubjedts j he had a 
" foreign guard j he often refufed audience to 
" the Ruffian nobility, when he admitted the 
** Poles without referve. He feemed to fum- 
*■ mon the privy-counfellors only for the pur- 
" pofe of turning them to ridicule. If a 
" Ruffian lodged a complaint againft a Pole, 
** he could never obtain juftice, and infult was 
" even added to injury. Probably this info-- 
** lence was the chief caufe of his fubfequent 
« misfortunes; and his fall would at leaft 
** have been retarded, if he had endeavoured 
** to conciliate the afFedtion of the principal 
" nobles. But the cjrcumftance which prin- 
*^ cipally contributed to his lofs of popu- 
*• larity, was the little reverence which he 

profeffed for the ceremonies of the Greek 
" church. Upon his firft arrival at Mofcovy 
** he entered the two cathedrals with druni? 

beating and trumpets founding ; he pai4 
** no refpedl to the clergy ; he made no dif- 

« par la haine, n'eft ni vraifemblable ni confirmee par 
** I'ancienne chronique que nous fuivons, ct qui parait 
" fidele. On peut en croire que Dmitri fut un impof- 
« teurj mais rien ne fait foup^onner, qu'il fut adonne 
•* a de fales debauches." V. III. p. 202. 

H 3 " tindtioq 
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" tindion between fafts and feftivals ; would 
neither bow nor crofs himfelf before the fa- 
cred paintings ; he profaned the churches by 
I ^ admitting foreigners at the time of divine 
fervice, and ftill more by the number of 
dogs which followed him upon the fame 
occafion- 

He was not only fo much attached to 
the Polifh cuftoms and drefs as to prefer 
*^ them upon all occafions ; but he even ridi- 
culed the Ruflian manners, and in every 
inftance deviated from the examples of the 
tzars his predecefTors. Inftead of fhowing 
himfelf to the people feldom, and only 
upon extraordinary occafions with a large 
retinue, he was accuftomed to traverfe the 
ftreets without any fuite but a few fervants j 
" he commonly rode, and, as he was an ex- 
cellent horfeman, was generally mounted 
upon the moft fiery fteeds ; he hunted 
frequently ; had mufic at his repafts ; ne- 
" ver flept at mid^day j never bathed. Thefe 
" trifling circumftanccs were at that time 
" regarded in fo ferious a light, that the 
omiflion of them rendered him the objedt 
" of general hatred ; and it was commonly 
reported, that the perfon who could Ihow 
fuch a diftafte for the cuftoms of his coun- 

try, 
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^* try, could never be defcended from the race 
of its ancient fovereigns. It was an obvi-- 
ous inference, to confider the defpifer of 
his fubjed:s as their enemy. Under fuch 
circumftances his deftruilion feemed inevi- 

" table * ; and yet near a year elapfed before 

any 

* Mr, Mailer, in this place, relates an account of a 
match with fnow-balls between the Ruffian folJiers and 
the Poles ; when the latter were faid, at the command of 
Demetrius, to have filled their fnow-balls with fand and 
ft ones, by which the Ruffians (blaue Augen und blutige 
Koepfe bekamen) received many black eyes and bloody 
>heads. Such abfurd accufations do not merit any ferious 
refutation. Many other idle tales are alfo gravely related 
-againft him ; and indeed every circumftance of his con- 
'd\i<Ei feems to have been malevolently interpreted. Among 
the public diverfions which he gave in honour of his mar- 
riage was a fire-work, in which a dragon was reprefcnted 
with three heads fpitting out flames. Such a fpe6tacle, 
•being uncommon in the country, affrighted the Ruffians ; 
and it was reported, that the .tzar had contrived it on pur- 
pofe to alarm his fubjeAs, The Poles were not wanting 
upon this and all other occafions in ridiculing the igno- 
rance and fimplicity of the Ruffians, which increafed 
the hatred againft them and the fovereign who protected 
them. A wooden tower was alfo conftruded near the 
city, which, upon a certain day, was to be attacked with 
a cannonade and ftormed. After the alTaffination of De- 
metrius, Vaffili Shuifki publicly afferted in a manifefto, that 
it was the intention of Demetrius to have taken the op- 
portunity, which the ftorming of this tower prefented, of 

H 4 mallacring 
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" any tumult broke out againft him. At 
length his marriage with a foreign lady 
clofed the fcene j and it would have been 

" a wonder if he had continued any longer 
upon the throne." 

Having in Poland betrothed himfelf to 
Marina, the daughter of the palatine Mnif- 
chek, he difpatched a fplendid embafly to 
demand her in marriage- The efpoufals were 
performed at Cracow ; and the bride, having 
made her entry into Mofcow, accompanied 
with a large fuite of Poles, was lodged in: a 
nunnery until the folemnization of the nup- 
tials : during this interval he dillurbed the 
devotion of the holy fifterhood with repeated 
feafts, concerts, and balls, whereby he excited 
public horror, as a facrilegious violator of 

maflacring many inhabitants of Mofcow. The gates of 
the city were to be fuddenly (hut ; the cannon to be fired 
among the people affcmbled upon the occafion ; and thofe 
who efcaped were to be hewn in pieces by the Coflacs 
and Strelitz. At the fame time the Ruffian nobles were 
to be murdered by the Polifti troops. This account, fo 
improbable in itfelf, is only fupported by the fuppofed con- 
fcflion of two Polifli nobles, to whom Demetrius is faid to 
have revealed it a day or two before his alTaflination ; but 
we may more juftly believe it to have been a calumny, in- 
vented by Vaflili Shuifki, to render the memory of his rival 
more odious. Sec S. R. G. vol. V. 342—34.6. 
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religious difcipline. By this infetuated be- 
haviour he inflamed the difafFedtion of his 
fubjedts to fuch a degree, that a regular con- 
fpiracy was concerted againft him. The 
leader of this confpiracy was prince Vaffili 
Ivanovitch Shuifki, the fame perfon who had 
owed his life to the lenity of Demetrius ; and 
on whom this ad: of clemency had no other 
effe<ft than to render him more cautious in his 
fubfequent machinations againft his benefactor. 
Demetrius had frequently received intimations 
from diflferent quarters of a projeded infur- 
redtion. The popular odium betrayed itfelf 
by the moft alarming fymptoms. Perfons 
were heard crying in the ftreets, "The tzar 
is an heretic worfe than a Turk, and not 
** the fon of Ivan Vaflilievitch." But, either 
from natural magnanimity that braved all 
danger, or from the inconflderate levity of his 
character, which would not attend to it, he 
was infenfible to all thefe prognofticsj and 
by obftinately perfevering in his obnoxious 
and unpopular condudt, feemed almoft to in- 
vite the deftrudion which awaited him. 

The inf^irredion broke out early in 
the morning on the 17 th of May. The 
confpirators poffefled themfelves of the prin- 
cipal avenues leading to the city; the 

great 
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great bell in the Kremlin, the common fignal 
of alarm, was tolled; and a confufed cry 
was fpread among the people, that the Poles 
were preparing to mafTacre the inhabitants, 
Vaflili Shuilki, who had fecretly fomented 
and inflamed the public difcontents, led the 
way to the palace, bearing a crofs in one 
hand, and a fabre in the other, accompanied 
'by a vaft multitude armed with the firft wea- 
pons which chance prefented. This party, 
having overpowered the guards, burfl: open 
the gates of the palace, and rufhed towards 
the apartment of Demetrius. The latter, 
awakened by the tumult, fummoned the few 
guards who were immediately about his per- 
fon, and fallying, without a moment's deli- 
beration, againft his aifailants, hewed down 
feveral of the foremoft : being foon overborn 
by numbers, he attempted to retreat into 
the interior part of the palace ; but, clofely 
prcfled by his purfuers, he precipitated himfelf 
from a window into a court, and diflocated 
his thigh with the fall. 

Being difcovered in this deplorable con- 
dition, he was conveyed back . to the palace, 
and brought before Vaflili Shuilki, who load- 
ed him with reproaches for his impofture. 
Not difmayed, however, wltli the menaces 

of 
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of his enemy, he perfifted ^ in maintaining 
himfelf to be the real fon of Ivan Vaflilie- 
vitch II. and, as a proof of the truth of his 
aflertion, appealed to the teftimony of his 
mother, who refided in the neighbouring con- 
vent of Viefnovitfkoi. The firmnefs and con- 
fiftency of his affeverations made a confider- 
able impreflion upon many of the Rufiian 
foldiers j w^ho peremptorily declared, that they 
would protedt him from all injuiy, unlefs 
Maria Feodorofna formally renounced him as 
her fon. On this unexpeiled declaration, 
Vaflili Shuiiki, accompanied with fome Ruf- 
fian nobles of his party, repaired to the con* 
vent, and returned inflantly with the follow- 
ing anfwer from that princefs j " That the 
real Demetrius was llain 'at Uglitz ; that 
the perfon who at prefcnt alTumed his 
name was an impoftor; and that Ihe had 
been conflrained by menaces to acknow- 
" ledge him for her fon/' Upon the deli- 
very of this meflage, the unhappy monarch 
was inflantly facrificed to the fury of his 

* Mr. Muller fays, all the Ruffian writers declare, that 
he confefled his impofture ; but it is certain that he did 
not 5 otherwife, why did Vaflili Shuifki repair to the con- 
vent to obtain the tzarina's declaration, when his own 
confeffion would have been fully fuliicient ? 

X enemies. 
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enemies. Neither was their vengeance ap- 
peafed by his death, but extended even to his 
inanimate body ; it was pierced with repeated 
wounds, ftripped naked, and expofed for three 
days in the ftreets to the infults of the popu- 
lace ; it was then depofited in the public char- 
nel-houfe, and afterwards * reduced to afhes, 
from a notion that the earth would be polluted 
by the interment of fo unholy a corpfe. 

The aflaffination of Demetrius was followed 
by a general tumult : the houfes of all the 
foreigners were pillaged ; and not only the 
Poles, who fell into the hands of the people, 
but even many Ruflians who wore the Polifli 
drcfs, were maffacred- Though this ftate of 
anarchy lafted only ten hours ; yet more than 
two thoufand perfons loll their lives. The 

* It fcems, by other accounts, that the body was firft 
buried without the city; and that the multitude flocked in 
crouds to the place. " The common people believe that 
" mufic was heard in the night, and that fpedhcs were 
fcen hovering about the place where he was buried. 
For thefe reafons the body was dug up> and (hot from 
the mouth of a cannoa." Schmidt R. G. vol. I. p. 362. 
The author of the Ruffian Impoftor alfo writes, « The 
people dug up his poor carcafe out of an obfcure grave ; 
and after a repetition of barbarities upon him, they 
burnt the body, and fcattercd the alhes in the air.'* 

dreadful 
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dreadful fcene was finally clofed by the eleftion 
of Vaflili Ivanovitch Shuilki to the throne of 
Ruflia, Manifeftoes * were immediately pub- 
lifhed, in which the new tzar juftified his 
condudl, and detailed the hiftory and fortunes 
of his predeceffor j whom he pronounced an 
adventurer, whofe real name was Grilka Otre- 
pief. He afcribes to him an intention of 
extirpating the principal Ruflian nobility, and 
• of introducing the Roman catholic religion 
into Ruflia : accufes him of holding a corre- 
fpondence with the pope for that purpofe; 
infinuates that he had even promiled to cede 
the provinces of Smolenfko and Severia to the 
king of Poland ; reprefents him as an heretic 
and a forcererj difplays, in the moft odious 
colours, his averfion to the manners and cuf- 
toms of the Ruffians, his attachment to 
foreigners ; and expatiates with much art 
upon every part of his character which was 
moft likely to excite the public abhor- 
rence, A few days afterwards a manifefto 
appeared in the name of the tzarina Maria 
Feodorofna, in which fhe apologizes for 
having owned the impoftor for her fon, and 

* Mr. Muller found thefe manifeftos In the archives of 
Tiherdin» S* R, G. 347. 364. 366. 



110 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. ». 3* 

again acknowledges that the real Demetrius 
was affaflinated at Uglitz ; that the impoftor, 
upon their firft interview near Mofcow> firft 
accoflcd her alone*, and threatened her and 
her family with the moft cruel torments, if 
/he refufed to recognize him as her ofF- 
fpring. 

All tliefe allegations, however, thus urged 
againfh the pretenfions of Demetrius, could 
not efface the prepoffeffions entertained by the 
generality of the Ruffians in favour of his 
imperial defcent. A frelh infurreilion was 
hourly expected ; and fome tranfient tumults 
took place, in which Vaffili Shuifki narrowly 
cfcaped dcftrudion. In this critical ftate of 
affairs he had recourfe to the following ex- 
pedient, for the purpofe of appeafmg the pub- 
lic fufpicions. A rumour being fpread, that 
the body of the young prince, formerly mur-^ 
dered at Uglitz, had performed miracles j a 
deputation of kveral bifhops and nobles was 
difpatched to take up the hallowed corpfe 

♦ Habs mlt irh geredet ohnc dafs jemand von den Boi- 
aren> oJcr anJern Lcuten, dabey fcyn doerfen. S. R. G. 
vol. V. p. Margaret, on the contrary, who was 

probably prefcnt at this interview, fays exprefsly, " apres 

conferences d'un quart d*heur, en prefence dt tout les 
" nobles et de Ceux de lu vilk^' &c. p. 125. 

from, 
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from the fepulchre, and to tranlport it to 
Mofcow. " Upon opening the tomb," relates 
Mr. MuUer from the Ruffian archives, "an 
** agreeable odour filled the whole church : 

O 

the body was uncorrupted, and the very 
clothes entire ; one of his hands grafped 
fome nuts that were fprinkled with blood, 
" and which the young prince had been eat- 
" ing at the inftant of his aflaffination. His 
relics were carried in great ftate to Mof- 
^ cow: on their approach to the city they 
were met by Vaflili Shuilki, the widow of 
Ivan Vaflilievitch II. and a large con- 
courfe of people, and depofited with much 
" folemnity in the cathedral of St. Michael. 
" During the proceflion many troubled with 
various diforders were miraculoufly reftored 
" to health : after the body had been placed 
in the cathedral, thirteen fick perfons de- 
clared themfelves to have been relieved of 
their complaints by the intcrpofition of the 
faint ; and the fame number were healed on 
*^ the enfupg day 

Let us contraft this account with the re- 
lation of the oppolite party, " On the 4th of 
June a difpute concerning Demetrius arofe,. 

.q .1 M i^ftM^.Q. vol. V. p. 371. 

between 
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between the Strelitz and the pedple, who 
aflerted that he was not an impoftor. The 
" tzar and the boyars ciy out. The people 
fhall have ocular convidlion that the tru6 
Demetrius was killed at Uglitz ; his body 
is now removing to Mofcow, and has per- 
formed many ftupendous miracles. The 
" boyars procured a poor man's child, about 
thirteen years of age, cut its throat j and 
" having committed it for a few days to the 
ground, conveyed it to Mofcow, ihowed it 
to the people, and declared that this was 
the true Demetrius, whofe body, although 
" fo long interred, was ftill uncorrupted, 
which the fbolifh multitude believed, and 
" were appeafed */* 

The reader will judge which of thefe tW3 
accounts is moft likely to be true, 

Thefe are the principal circumftances in 
the adventures of the pcrfon, who feated 
himlelf upon the Ruffian throne under the 
name of Demetrius. His hiftory is greatly 
involved in contradidlion and obfcurity : un- 
biaffed, however^ by the prejudices of either 
party, let us compare with candour their 
oppolite reprefentations ; and endeavour to 

* Payernc la Schmidt Ruff. G^ffi v6l. L p. 364. 

tfcertain» 
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afcertain, whether he was an impoftor, or 
the real fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch 11. . 

They who contend that he was an im- 
poftor, thus relate his hiftory. He was of 
the family of Otrepief ; his real name was 
George^ which, upon his affuming the mo- 
naftic habit in the fourteenth year of his 
age, he changed into Gregory, and was ge- 
nerally known by the appellation of GriHca * 
Otrepief: for fome time he refided at Sufdal, 
and having afterv^ards wandered from con- 
vent to convent, was confecrated deacon in 
the mohaftery of Tchudof at Mofcow, where 
he was employed by the patriarch in tran- 
fcribing books for the fervice of the church- 
It is not afc'ertained, even from thefe accounts 
of his life, at what period he firft ftyled him- 
felf Demetrius. Some report, that while he 
continued in the monaftery of Tchudof, he 
obtained the moft minute information re- 
lative to the perfon and charadler of the 
prince, and even began to affume his name, 
for which he was deemed infane, and excited 
the laughter of the monks. Others obferve, 
that he was in pofleffion of feveral jewels 

* Griflca, in the Ruffian tongue, fignifies little Gregory. 
He was called alfo Roftriga, or Deferter, from having:^ 
quitted his convent. 

Vol. II. I which 
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which liad formerly belonged to Demetrius i 
and, having one day declared that he fliould 
afcend the throne of Ruffia, he was confined, 
by order of Boris Godunof, in a diftant mo- 
naftery, from whence he efcaped into Poland ; 
his adventures in which country have been 
already related. — On the contrary, Margaret, 
who afTerts that he is the true Demetrius, • 
gives the following detiil. 

Demetrius, being rcfcued from aflaflination 
by the fubftitution * of another child, was 

fecretly 

* The priacipul objection to the account of Margaret, 
arifes from the difficulty of fubftituting a child in the place 
of Demetrius, particularly if the fonof his nurfe was one of 
the aflaflins ; and that Vaflili Shuifki is faid to have exa- 
mined the body of the deceafcd, foon after the fuppofed 
aflaflination. To this it may be anlwered^ that his mother 
had fufHcient reafons to be upon her guard againft the at- 
tempts of Boris Godunof ; and it is evident that fuch at- 
tempts had been made previous to the a/Taflination, fronr 
the following pallagc in Fletcher, who was at Mofcow in 
the beginning uf Feodor*s reign. " Befides the emperor - 
that now is, who hath no child, nor ever like to have, 
there is but One more, a child of fix or feven years old, 
" in whom rcftcth all the hope of the fucccflion, and the 
" pofterity of that houfe. He is kept in a remote place 
tvom Moflco, under the tuition of his mother, and her 
kmdrcJ of ihe houfe of the Nagaies j yet not jafe (as I 
have l^ard) frm attempts of making away by practice cf 

fom: 
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fecretly educated in Ruflia until the eledlion 
of Boris Godunof, when he Was conveyed into 

Poland 

fome that afpire to the fuccejjion^ if this einperor die without 

« ijfuer Fletcher's Ruffia, Chap. V. 

" II eft affez a prefuppofer/' as Margaret juftly obferves, 
que la mere & les autres, &c. voyant ce but ou le dit 
Boris tendoit, effayerent par tous moyens a dclivrer Ten- 

" fant du danger ou il eftoit. Or je fcay et je crois que 
Ton confeflera qu'il n'y avoit nul autre moyen que de le 
changer et en fuppofer un autre en fa place, et le faire 
nourrir fecretement, en attendant fi le temps ne change- 
roit ou empecheroit point les deffeins du dit Boris Fe- 
dervits. Ce qu'ils effe£luerent fi bien que nuls, fors 

" ceux de la partie n'en fcurent rien/* &c. p, 154. 

With refpeft to the privity of the nurfe, and her fon, the 

witnefs of the bell-ringer, and the teftimony of Vaffili 

Shuifki, L'Evefque makes the following judicious obferva- 

tions. 

" Mais ces circonftances font elles bien confirmees. 
" Tous les afiaflins du tzarevitch furent malTacres prefqu* 

aufTi'tot qu'ils eurent commis ce crime. lis n'ont point 
« ete interroges, on n'a rien fu de leur bouche. Un fon- 

neur de la cathedrale fut temoin du meurtre de Dmitri. 
«^ Mais qui a recu fon temoignage ? Eft il meme certain 
" que ce temoin ait exifte ? Si les aftaffins furent trompes, 
" n'ait il pas pu I'etre lui meme, et prendre pour le tzare- 
" vitch un enfant du meme age ! Ne convient-on-pas que 
" Boris, &c. Mais Chouifki mais Clechnin furent envoyes 

a Ouglitch par Boris ; ils virent et reconnurent le corps 
" du tzarevitch et lui rendirent les honneurs funebres. 

Eh ! fait-on ce qu'ont vu ces deux emiffaires de Boris, 

ce qu'ils lui ont rapporte en fecret ? Le corps meme 

I 2 qu'ils 
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Poland under the care of the monk Grilka, 
which afterwards gave rife to the report that 
Grilka had pcrfonated Demetrius. As a proof 
that they were two diftindt perfons, he in- 
forms us, that Boris Godunof fent repeated 
expreffcs to his guards upon the frontiers, to 
prevent all travellers from quitting the coun- 
try, even fhould they be provided with palT- 
portsj for . there were tiuo traitors who were 
endeavouring to efcape into Poland. Mar- 
garet adds, Grifka was thirty-live years of 
age, and Demetrius fcarcely twenty-four ; he 
accompanied the new tzar to Mofcow, and 
was feen by many in that city, b;:ing a perfon 
well known, and having a brother who pof- 
feffed an ellate near Galitz : he was noto- 
rious before his flight into Poland for his 

qu'ils cxaniiiurcnt, defi^.iiv p^i acs blcflures, ct gard6 
" long-tciT)ps Tans ctre embaumc, dcvait etrc mcconnaif- 

fable. On ignore abfolumcnt cc qu*ils ont decouvert, 
" cc ce qu*ils ont penfe. S'ils ont deblte a leur retour 
" une fable concertce entr'eux et le miniftre, ils n'onc pu 
" dans le fuitc fairc connaitre la verite, lans avouer qu'ils 
" avoieiu cte des fourb:rs vendus a un fcelerat," (k'c. 
Vol. III. p. 227.— In a word, the belief that a child was 
fubftitutcd in the place of Demetrius, though liable to 
many obje^lions, is yet attended with much fewer difficul- 
ties, than the notion that the tzar who reignwd under die 
name of Demetrius was an impollor* 
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infolence and dmnkennefs, and, on account 
of his mlfconduct, was banilTied by Deme- 
trius to Yaroflaf. Margaret, moreover, was 
informed by an Englifh merchant of Yarollaf, 
well acquainted with Griika, that the latter, 
upon the news of the tzar's death, and even^ 
after the eledion of Vaflili Shuilki, folemnly 
protefted that the faid Demetrius w^as the 
real fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch ; and that he 
himfelf was Grifka Otrepicf, who had con- 
ducted the prince into Poland. Soon after- 
wards Griika was conveyed to Mofcow by 
order of Vaffili Shuifki, and totally difap- 
peared 

If this narrative is authentic, according to 
the confeflion of Mr. MuUer, it completely 
refutes the reprefentation of the oppofite party. 
In what manner then does this ingenious 
author attempt to difcredit the pofitive tefti- 
mony of Margaret ; for upon this the whole 
queftion feems to turn ? " But how,'' fays 
he, " can we imagine, that any one could 
ever hold two perfons to be the fame indi- 
vidual, at a time when the contrary could 
be fo eafily proved The contrary indeed 
could be eafily proved during the reign of 



44 

4C 



* Margaret, 152 to 157, 
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Demetrius, when Grilka was at Mofcow or 
at Yaroflaf, and at a time when few Ruffians 
doubted the fad: ; but the alTertion was not 
fo eafy to be refuted when Grifka was fent no 
one knows where, and when no perfon durfl 
contradict the manifefto of Vaffili Shuilki. 
Let us fuppofe/' adds Mr. Muller, that 
the oppofite party, in defiance of all 
truth, had firft invented fo groundlefs a 
fable ; let us fuppofe that Grilka was im- 
mediately banifhed, as foon as the enemies 
" of Demetrius had made the latter pafs for 
that monk y how does it happen that no 
writer, befide Margaret has taken notice 
of fo remarkable a circumftance ?" It is 
generally allowed that one good evidence ought 
to outweigh a croud of prejudiced witnefles 5 
fo that if Margaret's credibility is fuperior to 
that of his opponents, we muH:, though he 
Hands fingle, aiTent to the truth of his ac- 

♦ Margaret, however, does not flanr? fingle in fuppofing 
Grifka, and him who pafled for Demetrius, to be diHini^ 
perfons. For, among others, Conrad Bufl'au, who was 
prefent at Mofcow during the troubles, afTerts, that Deme- 
trius was the natural fon of Stephen Bathori king of Poland, 
^hich is fufficient to fliow that the report prevailed at that 
time of Grifka and the other being different perfons. 
S. R, G. vol. V, p. J 9 J. 
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count. And who are the writers v/hofe au- 
thority is preferred to that of Margaret ? 
The native hiftorians, who wrote after the 
acceffion of Vaffili ShuiUci. — But their ttdi- 
mony cannot be admitted in this cafe ; for 
could any Ruffian venture to contradict the 
manifefto of the fovereign, or call in queftion 
the fandtity of the relics eftablilhed by a de- 
cree of the church * ? 

It 

* It may perhaps be thought by many too bold to fet 
afide the authority of all the Ruffian hiftorian?, who may 
be fuppofed to have obtained better intelligence than fo- 
rcM'gners. But Mr. Muller calls in queftion the teflimony 
of a Ruffian cmbaffador in favour of Demetrius, becaufe he 
wrote at a time when the latter was upon the throne, and 
acknowledged by the whole nation ; for the fame reafon, 
therefore, wc mufl: fet afide the evidence of the Ruffians 
who wrote after his afTaffination, and at a time when his 
being an impoftor was made an article of the public 
faith. 

And, indeed, if it is confidered from v/hat fufpicious me- 
morials the Ruffian authors muft have drawn their mate- 
jwals, this mode of reafoning will not appear unjuftifiable. 
Of all the Ruffian writings relating to the hiftory of De- 
metrius, cited by Mr. Muller, the principal are the mani- 
feftoes of Shuilki, and a manufcript account of the troubles, 
compiled by order of the tzar Michael, and fent to the 
king of France as a juftification of the war enteied into 
againft Sweden. But fuch documents iffiaing from go- 
yerpment muft in this inftance be allowed to be very ex- 

1 4 ceptionable 
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It muil: be confefled, however, that there is 
one author who is not liable to thefe fufpi- 
cions. Petreius/' continues Mf. MuUer, 
" has given, in many inftances, the moft 
" exadt intelligence ; and he has demonftrated 
" the impofture of the falfe Demetrius with 
many proofs. Is it poflible, therefore, to 
fuppofe him ignorant that Demetrius and 
" Griflca were two different perfons, if that 
^' faft had been v/ell grounded?" Here then 
the teflimony of Petreius is put in the oppo- 
fite fcale againft that of Margaret ; both fo- 
reigners J both prefent at Mofcow at the time 
of the infurreftion ; and both fuppofed to be 
unbiaiTed by the civil and religious prejudices 
of the Rufiians y and yet both of different fen- 
timents. Let us therefore examine their cha- 
radter and fituation, and confider whether there 
arc any circumftances which render one writer 
more worthy of credit than the other. Mar- 
garet was a Frenchman, who entered the 
Ruffian fervice in the reign of Boris Godunof ; 
was prefent in the army which was fent againft 

ceptionable records.— In all affairs, wherein the national 
prejudices are not concerned, the evidence of a native is to 
be preferred to that of foreigners ; but the tcftimony of 
the latter becomes fuperior, when the former are warped 
by fear or prejudicct 

Demetrius ; 
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Detnetrius ; and always adled with approved 
bravery and fidelity. Afterwards, when De- 
metrius afcended the throne, he was conti- 
nued in his fervice as captain of the guards. 
He poffefTed, therefore, many opportunities 
of invefligating his real hiftory ; and he has 
recorded it in a work which, upon his return 
to France, he publifhed at the command of 
Henry IV. ^ 

Mr. Muller, however, objefts to the au- 
thenticity of Margaret's narrative in the fol- 
lowing words. A witnefs of this fort 
would not be admitted in any court of 
juftice, and cannot, in this inllance, merit 
our belief. His judgment might be warp- 
ed ; partly from confidering it as a difgrace 
" to have eng-ag^ed in the fervice of an im- 
*^ poftor ; and partly from not being well 
" ufed by the oppofite party after the death 
of the falfe Demetrius. Hence he might 
" be enticed, from motives of refentment, to 
brand with infamy the enemies of Deme- 
trius, and to treat as mere falfehoods all 
" the reports of the impoftor's real origin. 
" We muft, therefore, accufe Margaret either 

* Eftat de TEmpire de Ruflie, &c. par le Capitaine 
JMargaret, 

of 
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of having advanced a falfehood ; or fuppofe 
that he had heard of another Otrepief, v^ho 
was at that time prefent at Mofcow, and 
v^hom he ftrangely confounds v/ith Grif- 
ka*." This is the only ohjedlion which 
even the ingenuity of Mr. Muller can ur^e 
againft Margaret. 

Petreius, whofe authority is fo fondly pre- 
ferred to that of Margaret, was minifler-f' 
from Charles IX. king of Sweden to- the 
court of Mofcow in the reigns of Boris Go- 
dunof, Demetrius, and VafTili Shuiflci. The 
clofe connection of Demetrius with Sigif- 
mond king of Poland, the inveterate enemy of 
Charles IX. induced the latter to tender his 
afliftance to Boris Godunof, upon the firft 
entrance of the new claimant into Ruflia, 
Charles is alfo reprefented as greatly alarmed 
at the fuccefs of Demetrius j and immediately 
after his affaflination entered into a treaty of 
the ftridteft amity with Vaflili Shuifki. It 
was therefore the interell of the Swedifh court 
to reprefcnt Demetrius as an impoflor ; and 
Petreius, as Swedifh minifter, was obliged to 
countenance the report patronized by his 

* 6. R. G. vol. V. p. 182 and 193. 

t Dalin's Gcfchichtc von Schwcdenj vol. IV. p. 475. 

mafter^ 
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mafter. But if we fhould even allow that 
Petreius was not influenced in his judgment 
by the politics of his own .court ; yet, as an 
author, he is liable to great exception : for 
the numberlefs fidtions and c:refs mifreorefen- 
tations, which he retails in his Chronicle, 
prove his extreme pronenefs to crediiHty 
Whereas, on the contrary, the credibility of 
Margaret ftands unimpeached ; and eyeij the 

* Mr. Muller has noticed and correfted innumerable 
errors, relative to the moft important tranfadlions, in the 
Chronicle of Petreius. It would be endlefs to mention 
them. I fliall therefore only relate one, which will un- 
queftionably proye the credulity of Petreius. " Feodor 
Ivanovitch," lays that author, " upon his death-bed, 
being requefted by the nobility to name a fjccellor, an- 
^* fwered, ^ That perfon to whom I (hall deliver my fceptre 
^« fhall be tzar after me.' S^on afterwards he offered it to 
" Feodor Nilcjtitch Romanoff but he delivered it to his 
brother Alexander, who gave it to a third called John, 
who prefented it to a fourth called Michael. The latter 
paffed it to another nobleman : at laft the tzar threw the . 
fceptre from him, crying out in a paffion, ' Take it who 
will upon which Boris took it up, and the tzar died 
immediately.'' This ridiculous tale is contradiv^tcd by 
the moft aathentic records, by the whole hiftory of ths; 
fubfequent ele(5lion of Boris Godunofi and yet this is the 
Wrker whofe authority is oppofed to Margaret, See 
^. ^. vol. V. p. 64, &c. 
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penetrating lagacity of Mr. MuUer himfelf 
can only difcover in his work a few trifling 
errors which are of no moment. It appears 
then, that both as to character and fituation, 
the teftimony of Margaret is preferable to 
that of Petreius ; and if the queftion is to be 
ultimately decided by one of thefe two writers, 
whofe authority is the moft unqueftionable j 
the tzar who reigned under the name of De- 
metrius was no impoftor, but the real fon of 
Ivan Vaflilievitch II • 

I lhall now throw together a number of 
particulars ; which, in addition to thofe al- 
ready enumerated, induce me to efpoufe the 
opinion that the tzar was no impoftor. 

I. The condud of Boris Godunof 2. Sup- 
pofed refemblance between the real Deme- 
trius and the perfon who reigned in his name. 

3. His fuccefs and condudl upon the throne. 

4. Teftimony of Maria Feodorofna. 5. Ar- 
guments ufed by the Ruffians to prove the 
impofture. 

I. The condudt of Boris Godunof plainly 
dcmonftnitcs that he thought him the real 
Demetrius. For otherwife, why did he not 
produce Maria Feodorofna, the mother of 
Demetrius, and obtain her public avowal that 

her 
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her fon was not alive * ? Her teftimony at 
that time would have unqueftionably afcer- 
tained the impolliure of the perfon, who 
claimed the throne as her offspring. Pro- 
bably Boris Godunof examined her privately ; 
and, finding her to perfift in her affertion, 
that Demetrius had elcaped from Uglitz, he 
removed her to a convent at a confiderable 
diftance from Mofcow, that flie might not 
give a fandion to the pretenfions of his 
rival. 

2. The fuppofed refemblance between the 
prince Demetrius, who was educated at Uglitz, 
and the perfon who reigned under his name, 
comes next under confideration. This re- 
femblance confifted in a wart under the right 
eye, and in one arm fliorter than the other. 

But how is it known," fays Mr. Muller 
upon this head, that the prince had thefe 
defedts ? for they are not mentioned in 
" the Ruffian narratives, but are only re- 
lated by foreigners, who had never feen 
him. May we not therefore fuppofe them 
mere inventions, calculated to difplay fome 

* " Puis tant de faufles allegations pour perfuader da 
peuple, qu'il eftoit un impofteur, fans que jamais Boris 
^ vouluft interroger la mere en public, pour temoigner de 
ce qui en eftoit." Margaret^ p. 171. 

refemblance 
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refemblance between the true and falfe 
Demetrius^ In anfwer to this we may 
reply, that the Ruffian accounts, evidently 
compiled long after the period in queftion, 
and chiefly taken from the manifeftos of go- 
vernment> v%^ould never record any circum- 
jftance which might tend, in the flighteft 
degree, to favour any likenefs between a 
perfon whom they ftyled an impoftor, and 
the young prince. And it may be added, 
that if the t^ar alledged the wart under his 
right eye, and the rtiortnefs of his arm, as 
proofs of his being the real Demetrius ; who 
can fuppofe that the prince had not thefe 
defed:s, when there were fo many perfons of 
the firft diilindion who could contradidt the 
truth of the report ? But even allowing 
the fad," continues Mr. Muller, the 
conclufion by no means follows, as the 
fl-rongeft refemblance has been frequently 
obferved between two different perfons ; 
and it is likewife poffible, that the falfe 
Demetrius might have imitated a wart in 
his face, and have feigned a defedl in his 
arm.'' It is pofliblc, indeed, to account 
for thefc circumftances in this manner ; ftill, 

* S. R. G. vol. V. p. 190. 

however, 
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however, they muft be confidered, though not 
as pofitive, yet as ftrong prefumptive evidence 
in his favour, efpecially when joined to many 
other collateral proofs. 

3. The fuccefs of his enterprize, and his 
condud: upon the throne, feem to prove that 
he was the real Demetrius. Ke entered 
Ruflia with an inconfiderable force, which 
increafed as he advanced ; and although to- 
tally defeated, and almoft deferted by the 
Poles, yet his army was foon recruited, and 
became more formidable than before his dif- 
comfiture. Perfons of the lirll diftindtion 
joined him from all quarters ; and the more 
he became perfonally known to the Ruffians, 
the greater number of partizans flocked to his 
ftandard. Nor did this feem owing to any 
want of popularity in Boris Godunof, whole 
adminiftration was greatly refpedted for its 
vigour and wifdom ; it rather pL'oceeded from 
a general convidtion that he was Demetrius. 
When he was feated upon the throne he did 
not adt hke an impoftor. Had he been 
one, he would fcarcely have pardoned Vaffili 
Shuilki, who had thrown doubts upon the 
reality of his defcent. Inftead of difbelieving, 
as he did, the ftrongeil reports of an impend- 
ing infurredtion ; he would have turned a 
X ready 
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ready ear to the llighteft rumours of plots 
and machinations, and have taken every pre- 
caution againft them. In a word, his ge- 
neral charadter was as thoughtlefs ^ and in- 
confiderate as it was open and fincere : and, 
above all, his ^freedom from fufpiciort and 
jealoufy were incompatible with the prin- 
ciples of an ufurper *. 

4. The conduct of Maria Feodorofna muft 
be admitted as fupporting the fame lide of the 
queftion. After having openly acknowledged 
him for her fon, (he is faid to have publicly 
difowned him. If both the avowal and de- 
nial were equally public, they both might 

* " Puis parlons," fays Margaret, " de fa cleracnce, 
^ envers un chacun apres qu'il fut receii en Mofco, ct 
" principalcment envers Vacilli Choutfqui, lequel fut con- 
" vaincu de trahifon, S:c. et mcfmcs fut ledit Demetrius 
" prie par tous les afliftans de Ic faire mourir, vu qu'il 
" s'eftait toujours trouve perturbateur du repos public. 
" Jc parle comnic ayant ouy et veu le tout dc mes oreilles. 
" Cc non obrtant il luy pardonna, coinbien que Dem.^trius 
f^avoit bien que nul ii'ofoit afpirer a la couranne que la 
dite maifon de Chouitfqui. II pardonna aufTi a plufieurs 
" autrcs; car il eftoit fans foupcon/' p 171. 

" Si il fc fut fcnty coupablc en aucune chofc, il euft eu 
julle fujet dc croirc les machinations ct trahifons com- 
« plottees et trammces centre fa perlbnnc, dcs quelles il 
« eioit aflez advcrty, ct y euft pii remedicr avec grand'c 
tacilite/'' p. 174. 
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equally have been extorted by fear ; and her 
teftimony muft be confidered as null. For 
what credit can that woman deferve who 
could at one time admit a perfon to be her 
fon, and at another rejedt him as fuch ? We 
may obferve, however, this difference, that in 
the former inftance (he owned him in perfon ; 
in the latter, (he was not confronted with him, 
but her anfwer was brought by Vaffili Shuilki% 
who was moil interefted to prove him an im- 
poftor. It therefore follows, that if (as feems 
to be the cafe) her avowal was public, and 
her denial was not, the former is more to b« 
depended upon than the latter, and her tefti- 
mony muft be admitted in his favour f. 

5. The 

♦ Mr. Muller fays, Vaflili Shuifki took the trouble of re-- 
pairing himfelf to the convent. Gab fich felbft die 
muehe. 

t The Ruffian authors aflert, that at the time when the 
relics were conveying to Mofcow, (he publicly retrafted 
the former teftimony which (he had given in his favour, 
upon their firft interview near Mofcowj confefling, that 
flie had been induced by threats, as well as from a defire 
of procuring her liberty, to acknowledge an alien for her 
fon. But how are we certain that (he really made this 
public confeflion ? Its truth entirely refts upon the Ruffian 
papers, which cannot, in this inftance, be cfteemed au- 
thentic records. But why was her public recantation 
poftponed to fo late a period ? and why was (he not con- 

Vol. II. K fronted 
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5. The veiy arguments advanced by the 
Ruffians to afcertain his impofture, ftrongly 
ellabhlh the contrary pofition. For how was 
the reality of his imperial defcent invahdated 
by his being a forcerer, an heretic, or a muli- 
<f:ian ; by his prediledlion to the Poles ; not 
Rowing to the image of St. Nicholas ; not 
bathing ; eating veal ; and fuch frivolous 
accufations * ? Does not the adoption of 
thefe nugatory infinuations befpeak a great 
deficiency of folid arguments ? they may in- 
cline, indeed, the Ruffians to believe him an 
ufurper, but do not prove him one in the 
eyes of difpaffionate judges. The truth feems 
to be, that as he began to lofe the affedlion of 
his fubjefts by his inconfiderate contempt of 
their cuftoms and reHgion ; thefe, and many 
other unfavourable reports, calculated to raife 

fronted with the tzar, when he fo repeatedly appealed to 
her teftimony as the ftrongeft proof of his being the real 
Demetrius ? Have we not every reafon to conclude, cither 
that (he did not publicly retraft her former afleverations in 
his favour ; or that, being in Vaflili Shuiflci^s power, (be 
had been finally compelled to aft in fubferviency to his 
mandate ? 

* Many Ruffians, while they confefled that he was the 
real fon of Ivan Va/filievitch, denied his right to the throne^ 
becaufe his mother being the feventh wife of that tzar, he 
was illegitimate, Margaret, p. 171. 

7 and 
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and increafe the popular odium, were circu- 
lated by the intrigues of ValTih Shuifki, who, 
upon his aflafllnation, was raifed to the 
throne. 

The fame remarks extend, with ftill greater 
force, to the aflertion, that the body interred 
at Uglitz was that of the real Demetrius from 
its uncorrupted flate, and the miracles it per- 
formed. For the uncorrupted ftale of that 
body, when it was firft conveyed to Mofcow* 
evidently proves it to have been fuppofititious ) 
and the miracles it is faid to have performed 
will convert no profelytes without the pale 
of the Ruffian church. When every other 
expedient failed of convincing the generality 
of the Ruffians, that the late tzar was an 
impoftor, recourfe was finally had to pre- 
tended miracles and facred relics. And it 
muft be allowed, that this method of con- 
vincing an ignorant and fuperftitious people 
who doubted (and there were many who 
doubted) was a ftroke of the moft confum- 
mate policy; as by thefe means the afTertions 
Gf Vaflili Shuifki were fandtified by an ec- 
clefiaflical decree; and the impofture of his 
rival became an article of public faith. 
Indeed, fuch is the fuperftition with which 
the ufurpation of Grifka is ftill maintained, 

K 2 that 
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that even at this diftance of time no Ruflian 
hiftorian could venture to hint that Deme- 
trius was not affalTmated at Uglitz, and that 
the perfon who a{fumed his name was not 
Grifka : for it would be contradidling a fun- 
damental principle of belief, and rejefting 
the relics of a faint much revered in this 
country. 

But it is time to finifh this inquiry j and 
I (hall only add ; that having endeavoured to 
examine the hiftory of the tzar Demetrius 
without prejudice or partiality, I am ftrongly 
inclined to believe that he was not an im- 
poftor, but the real perfonage whofe name he 
alTumed 

* For the hiftory of Demetrius, fee Petreius Mofcov. 
Chron. Margaret's Eftat de la Rulfic, p. 18 and 19. — ill 
— 175. Payern in Schmidt. RufT. Gcf. vol. 11. and par- 
ticularly Mailer's S. R. G. vol. V. p. 181 to 380. That 
ingenious author has drawn together, in one point of view, 
die principal events of this troublefome aera, and has re- 
conciled, as much as poflible, the contradictory accounts of 
the tlifFerent writers: and though he has entirely adopted 
the Ruflian prejudices, yet he has given the arguments of 
the oppofite party with as much candour as could be ex- 
pected from w author who wrote in Rullia. 
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CHAP- VIIL 

Of the princefs Sophia Alexiefna. — Her cha- 
raster 7nifrefrefentcd — md from what caufes. 
— Her power and tJijiuence during the reign 
of Feeder Alexievitch- — Upon his demife ex- 
cluded from all Jhare in the adminijiration of 
affairs. — Peter appointed tzar to the preju-- 
dice of his brother Ivan. — Proofs that he was 
not raifed to ' the throne by the iiomination of 
Feodor, and that his cleBion was not unani- 
777011S. — Infu7're5iion of the Strelitz. — 'Tumult 
and ma f acre. — Ivan and Peter declared joint 
fovereignsy and Sophia regent. — Probable 
caufes of that revolution. — The concluB of 
Sophia jujiifed from various afperfions. 
Her fall and imprifonment. — TJnjufly accufed 
of attempting to ajfajfinate Peter. — Rebellion 
of the Strelitz . — Defeated. — Fruitlefs at-- 
tempts to conviul Sophia of a correfp07idence 
with the rebels. — 3he ajfumes the veil. — Her 
death. 

THERE is fcarcely any portion in the 
annals of this country more important 
than the minority of Peter the Great j and 
fio charader more grofsly mifreprefented than 

K 3 that 
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that of his fifter Sophia Alexiefna, who go- 
verned Ruflia during that period- This il- 
luftrious princefs united, in a very extraordi- 
nary degree, a variety of perfonal and mental 
accomphfhments ; but as (he headed a party 
in oppofition to Peter, the idolatry, which 
has been univerfally paid to his extenfive 
genius, has greatly contributed towards dimi- 
nifhing the luflre of her adminiflration, 

I was led into thefe retiedions from a vifit 
which I paid to the Devitchei nunnery in the 
fuburbs of Mofcow, where Sophia was con- 
fined during the laft feventeen years of her 
life ; and as we have fcarcely any knowledge 
of her character but through the medium of 
her adverfaries, I (hall throw together a few 
particulars, which induce me to judge favour- 
ably of her condudl ; and (hall endeavour to 
refcue her name from that obloquy, which 
has fq unjuftly perfecuted her memory 

Sophia 

♦ Three foreign writers have principally contributed 
to render the charader of Sophia extremely odious. 

I. The firft of thefc writers is Gordon, in his Life of 
Peter the Great. But his teftimony is in this inlbnce 
extremely exceptionable, as well on account of his noto- 
rious partiality to Peter, as becaufe he was particularly 
prejudiced againft prince Vaffili Galitzin, Sophia's prime 

minillcrj 
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Sophia was bom in the month of Odlober, 
1658. Her father, Alexey Michaelovitch, 

the 

minlfter, for having degraded his relation and patron 
general Patrick Gordon. See Korb Diarium, p. 216. 

2. The fecond author is La Neuville, in his Relation 
de la Mofcovie, who dignifies himfelf with the title of ■ 
envoy from the king of Poland to the court of Mofcow ; 
and is generally fuppofed to have been refident in that city 
at the time of Sophia's falK His authority, therefore, is 
deemed unqueftionable ; and the enemies of this princefs 
have not failed to cite it in proof of their accufations. 
Any perfon, however, in the leaft converfant with the hif- 
tory of Ruflia, will perceive in this work the grofTeft 
contradictions, and the moft abfurd tales. The author, 
after loading the character of Sophia with more deceit and 
cruelty than ever difgraced a Tiberius, or a Caefar Borgia, 
afFe(Sls the moft perfeft knowledge of all the fecret cabals 
between her and prince Galitzin: he aflerts their inten- 
tion of marrying ; of re-uniting the Greek and Latin 
churches ; of compelling Peter to aflume the monaftic 
habit, or, if that failed, of aflaflinating him; of declaring 
the children of Ivan illegitimate ; and of fecuring the' 
throne to themfelves and their heirs. And as if this 
chimerical projeft had been thought fare of fuccefs, he 
adds, that prince Galitzin had ftill further views: he* 
hoped, that by re-uniting RulTia to the Roman catholic 
church, he ftiould be able to obtain the pope's permiffion 
(if, as he flattered himfelf, he (hould furvive Sophia) to 
appomt his own legitimate fun his fucceflbr to the throne, 
in preference to thofewhom he fliould have by the princefs, 
while his wife was alive. But fuch abfurd accounts carry 
their own refutation, and the writer who retails them muft 

K 4 furely 
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the fecond fovereign of the houfe of Romanof, 
was twice married ; firft to Maria Ilinitchna 

of 

(urcly defcrve no degree of credit, even ftiould he be " le 
temoin oculaire,'* ^ Voltaire ftyles him, " de ce qui 
fc paffa." But the truth is, that this envoy to Mofcow 
is a fuppofititious perfon : the author was Adrien Baillet^ 
who ftyled himfelf de ]a Neuville, from a village of that 
name, in which he was born, and was never in RuiEa. 
The Relation de la Mofcovie was publi&ed at the Hague 
in 1699; and was probably compiled by the author from 
the vague accounts of fome of Peter's adherents, who ac- 
companied that monarch into Holland in the year 1697, 
I (hall have occadon to mention other objedions againl^ 
the authenticity of this performance. 

See Menkeni Bibliotheca, where La Relation de la 
Mofcovie is mentioned among the works of Adrien Baillet, 
For an account of that author, fee Niceron Hommes Illuf- 
tres ; article Ad. Baillet. 

3. Voltaire has contributed more than any other writer 
to fpread reports injurious to Sophia ; but the truth of his 
narrative of her rife, adminiftration, and fall, is liable to 
the ftrongelt objections: he draws many fa£ls, urged 
againft S phia, from the work of the fuppoled Polilh envoy, 
La Neuville, which has been juft fhown to be of no au- 
thority i and extracts the remainder almoil folcly from 
certain memoirs, which being tranfmitted to him by order 
•f the cmprefs Elizabeth, Peter's daughter, would naturally 
throw the fevcreft cenfurts upon Sophia, and adopt all the 
miliLprefcntations of her adverfaries. 

But the violent prepoffeflions conceived againft the me- 
mory of this unfortunate princefs begin to lublide. Mul- 
Icr has ventured to juflify her character in fome iriftances ; 
X the 
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of the femiiy of Milolaffki ; fecondly, to Na- 
ta.ia Kirilofna, of the family of Narifkin : by 
the former he had Feodor, Ivan, and feveral 
princeffes, among whom was Sophia 3 by 
the latter, Peter the Great. During Maria's 
life, her family was diftinguilLed by Alexey, 
and enjoyed a confiderable influence j but after 
her deceafe, and upon his marriage with Na- 
talia, their power was eclipfed by the fuperior 
afcendancy of the Nari(kins, who fucceeded to 
the confidence and favour of their fovereign. 
Hence two parties were formed in the court ; 
and perpetual quarrels took place between 
the children of Alexey by his firft wife, and 
their ftep-mother Natalia. During tliis pe- 
riod, Ivan Michaelovitch Milolafiki, the head 
of that family, endeavoured fecretly to under- 
mine the Narifkins: he attributed to their 
influence that the taxes were increafed; that 

the author of the Antidote to the Abbe de Ch^ippe's Jour- 
ney into Siberia, fpeaks of her in a favourable manner ; 
and L'Evefque has evidently fhewn, that her character has 
been grofsly mifreprefented^ that fhe was a princcfs of great 
merit, and by no means deferving of the reproaches which 
have been caft upon her conduit, I had already Hnifhed 
this chapter, as well as the laft, before his hiftory made its 
appearance; and though the arguments of that judicious 
hiftorian had no (hare in forming, tliey certainly confirmed 
my opinion in favour of Sophia. 

the 
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the pay was with-held from the foldiery ; 
and, in a word, reproached* them as the au- 
thors of all the grievances which were urged 
againft the government of Alexey. By thefe 
and other artifices he laboured to render 
them unpopular ; and having gained over 
to his party a large body of Strelitz *, waited 
for a favourable opportunity of executing his 
defigns f. 

Upon the acceflion of Feodor to the throne, 
his relations, the family of Milolafdci, re- 
affumed their former importance, and the 
Narifkins were excluded from all lhare in the 
adminiftration of affairs. 

Sophia had gained the efteem and afFedion 
of her brother Feodor, by the fupcriority of 
her underftanding j her infmuating addrefs ; 
and unwearied attention during the long illnefs 
which at length brought him prematurely to 
the grave. To her that weak prince, whofe 
infirmities rendered him unfit to govern,, re- 
figned the abfolute direction of affairs ; and, 
at her fuggeflion, placed his fole confidence 

* The Ruffian regiment of guards were called Strelitz, 
or Streltfi, until they were fupprelTed, and the name abo- 
liflied, by Peter the Great. 

+ Sumorokof s Aufruchr der Strclitzcn, p, 4, 



in 
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in prince Vaflili Galitzin, a nobleman who 
had greatly diftinguifhed himfelf, under the 
reign of Alexey Michaelovitch, for his politi- 
cal abilities. 

Upon the demife of Feodor without ifluc, 
on the 27th of April, 1682, Ivan his brother, 
and rightful heir of the throne, was excluded 
from the fucceflion on account of his incapa- 
city, and his half-brother Peter was declared 
tzar. In regard to this event, the partizans 
of Peter endeavQur to eftablifh two pofitions : 
I . That he was faifed to this dignity in con- 
fequence of Fe6dor'$ exprefs appointment; 
and, 2. By the unanimous voice of the na- ^ 
tion. 

I. With refped to the firft pofition, that 
Peter was nominated tzar in confequence of 
Feodor's * exprefs appointment ; when wc 
conlider, that Feodor was entirely governed 
by Sophia and his own family, it is not pro- 
bable, that he fhould adl in diredl oppofition 
to their interefts, and enfure, by the nomina- 
tion of Peter, the adminiftration of affairs 
to the Narifkins : and this ftate of the cafe 

♦ Feodor avant d'expirer, voyant que fon frere Ivan, 
(rop difgracie de la nature, etait incapable de regner, nom- 
ma pour heritier des Ruffes fon fccond frere Pierre, &c. 
V9ltaire. 

has 
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has been lately eftabliihed by an hiftorian * 
of unqueftionable authority, who informs us, 
upon the authority of the moft authentic 
records, that Peter did not owe his elevation 
to any declaration of Feodor in his favour, but 
merely to the fuffragcs of thofe perfons in 
whom the right of nominating the fucceilor 
was vefted. 

2. In regard to the fecond pofition, the 
unanimity of Peter's eledion ; MuUer, who 
has explored the Ruffian archives with a, 
view of afcertaining this point, can fupply us 
with no better proofs than the following in* 
formation -f-. 

" Soon after the death of Feodor, all the 
" fervants of the court, the officers, and cc- 
•* clefiaftics, who were then at Mofcow, af- 
" fembled in the palace and the court-yard to 
** kifs the hind of the deceafed monarch; 
** after which ceremony they alfo killed the 
*' hands of the two princes Ivan and Peter, 
** the former of whom wq.s fixteen, and the 
" latter ten years of age. The ill health of 
•* Ivan, the hopeful appearance of Peter, and 

* Prince Sherebatof. See Bach. Ruff. Bib* vol. V. 
p. 502. 

t Von Peter's des GrofTen erftern Gelangung zuin 
Thron. in Jour. Pet. for 1780. 

" the 
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" the well-known prudence and virtue of 
his mother induced all who were prefent 
^ to prefer the younger to the elder brother, 
and unanimoufly to raife Peter to the throne. 
The aftonifhing quiet and unanimity with 
" which this important affair was accom- 
" plifhed, feems to prove, that it was precon- 
" certed by the patriarch and principal nobi- 
lity. The patriarch Joachim, defcended 
" from a noble family, was at the head of 
this tranfadlion. As foon as the principal 
courtiers, ecclefiaftics, nobles, officers, mer- 
chants, and a great concourfe of people, 
" were affembled before the imperial palace, 
" he demanded of them, whom they would 
" nominate tzar, Ivan or Peter? The quef- 
tion was extremely unufuaU but, being juf- 
" tified by the circumftances, was imme- 
diately anfwered in favour of Peter. Pro-^ 
bably the party of Ivan had not forefeen that 
a younger prince, who was a minor, would 
be preferred to his elder brother ; and were 

* This princefs was then fcarcely 24 years of age, and 
had hitherto given no proofs of her prudence and wifdom. 
— ^L'Evefque more juftly ftyles her "jeune princeffe qui 
" n*avoit,f u fe faire encore aucune reputation." 

therefore 

I 
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** therefore not prepared to make any oppojition 
*' to the appAntment of Peter. 

** Two contradidtory accounts of this no-» 
" mination are given in two of the moft au- 
•« thentic records in the archives of Mofcow* 
** The firft informs us that Ivan, as the eldeft, 
** publicly renounced his right to the crown, 
" before it could be conferred upon Peter: 
" the fecond makes no mention of this re- 
" nunciation, but afcribes the nomination 
*' of Peter to the general wiflies of the 
« nation." 

The firft record in the office for foreign 
affairs thus relates the tranfa<5lion. 

" And the patriarch Joachim, and the 
" metropolitans and archbifhops, and all the 
" clergy, and the Siljerian and Kaflimovian 
" princes, and the Boiars and Okolnitftii* 
•* and the Doumnie-Diaki, and the Stolnics 
" and Straeptfhi, and the nobility of Mofcow, 
" and the Shilitfi, and the nobles from the 
** country, and the foldiers and Gofti, and 
" the merchants and people, entreated the 
" princes, Ivan and Peter, that one of them 
** would pleafd to afcend the hereditary throne 
«* of Ruflia," &c. And the tzarovitch Ivan faid, 
** It being advantageous for the public that 
** my brother the tzarovitch and great-duke 

" Peter 

\ 
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" Peter fhould afcend the throne of Ruflia, 
'* becauje his mother the tzarina Natalia is 
" alive : I, therefore, the tzarovitch and great- 
" duke Ivan, refign the throne to the tzaro- 
" vitch and great-duke Peter. And the tzar 
" and great-duke Peter afcended the throne^" 
&c. 

According to the other record, which is 
in the Journal of Occurrences at court, " the 
" patriarch demands of the perfons aflembled 
** for the nomination of the new fovereign, 
" whom they would eledl tzar, Ivan or 
*V Peter. And the Stolnics and Straeptfhi, 
" and the nobles, and the Diaki, and the Shi- 
" litfi, and the Dietiboiarfki, and the Gofti, 
" and the merchants, and the other people of 
" different ranks, anfwered unanimoufly, that 

the throne of all the kingdoms of the great 
** Ruffian empire belonged to Peter Alexie- 

vitch : and then the patriarch addreffed 
** the Boiars, Okolnitfhi, privy counfellors, 

and principal perfons belonging to the 
** court J and the Boiars, &c. anfwered unani- 
** moufly. The tzarovitch and great-duke 
** Peter is, by the choice of all the ftates and 
** people of the Mofcovite empire, tzar and 
** great-duke of all Great, Little, and White 
« Ruffia," &c. &c. 

We 
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Wc may remark upon thcfe extradls, that 
being evidently compiled by the friends of 
Pcter^ even if they did not contradid: each 
Other, their authority would be exceedingly 
exceptionable ; nor could their filence, with 
refped: to any oppofition, be coniidered as a 
fuflicient teftimony that the fuffrages in favour 
of Peter were unanimous ; becaufe his adhe- 
rents would never record any particulars 
tending in the fmalleii: degree to invalidate his 
pretenfions, or to fupport thofe of Ivan. Be- 
fides, when we recoUett the power of the 
family of Milolaffki during the reip-n of Feo- 
dor; the influence which prince Vaffili Galit^ 
zin muft have acquired from his office of 
prime minifter ; and particularly the infmuat- 
ing manners and popularity of Sophia ; all 
of whom were bound, not only by the flrong- 
eft tics of intereft, but even for their common 
fectjfity, to fapport the caufe of Ivan; we 
cannot, with any degree of probability, fup- 
pofe, that the ttomination of Peter was as 
unanimous as it is reprefented. And indeed 
it is certain that a nobleman, named Sum- 
balof, abfolutely dbjcded to the invalidity of 
the eledhon, becaufe the younger brother was 

♦ Sumorokof) p. $5 — 57. 

preferred 
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preferred to the elder; that his remonftrance 
was followed by thofe of many others ; and 
that even the patriarch Joachim, who is 
efteemed by Mr. MuUer a ftrong advocate of 
Peter, foon afterwards embraced the party of 
Ivan : thefe circumftances feem to imply that 
Peter was not raifed to the throne by the 
unanimous voice of the nation ; and that the 
fuffrages of the affembly had been Jurprizcd by 
the fecret machinations of the Narilkins. 

Peter, however, by whatfoever means 
his nomination was obtained, received, as 
fole fovereign, the fealty of his fubje<fts ; 
and the government was entrufted to his mo- 
ther Natalia. But this ftate of affairs was of 
no long duration : the party in oppofitiiccd 
to Peter was /i'^'Ycier; 'yet they were not ap- 
tion was pat vehemently called aloud for the 
body o^on of the Narifkins, whofe ambition 
preflif tyranny would entail ruin upon their 
I4>0ntry; adding, that although Ivan had 
fitu^herto efcaped their machinations, he was 
thet in danger of being affaffinated at fome 

^iture period ; and their fury was ftill further 
whigmented by a rumour induftrioufly cir- 
nin«lated, that Ivan Narifkin, the brother of the 
rina, had feized the diadem and royal robes- 

* ^the midft of this tumult, one of the offi- 

L 2 cers 
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having tumultuoully alTembled, demanded re- 
drefs of the ill-treatment they pretended to 
have received from their colonels, and an 
inftant difcharge of all their arrears. Prince 
George Dolgorucki, their chief, having or- 
dered one of the ringleaders to be feized, ftrip- 
ped, and punilhed with the knoot, an im- 
mediate infurredtion was the confequence j 
the executioners were intuited, and the pri- 
foners refcued ^. On the day fubfequent to 
the interment of Feodor, the foldiers proceed- 
ed in a large body to tlie Kremlin, and pre- 
fented a petition againll nine of their colonels, 
who being delivered to them by the miniflry, 
as the only means of appealing the tumult, 
^.v were p'^^M' lv whipped and difchar- 
rng marmrrs ana f^^^'^^/jj^jrH the difcon- 
of whom were bound, not onlylbr^ though he 
eft tics of intereft, but even for their ^.-tended 
fectirity, to fupport the caufc of Ivarinter- 
cannot, with any degree of probability, ibled 
pofe, that the nomination of Peter wa. ^c- 
unanimous as it is reprefented. And inccrs • 
it is certain *, that a nobleman, named Siq^. 
balof, abfoltrtely dbjcftcd to the invaUditj'thc 
the eiedhon, becaule the younger brother 



• Sumorolcof, p. 55 — 57. 
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family of Narifkin. On the morning of the 
15 th of May, a report being fpread that Peter 
was not unanimoully eledled ; the drums bear 
to arms by order of Ivan Milolafiki, and the 
Strelitz being tumultuouily affembled, two 
perfons of his party entered their quarters, 
crying, " The hour of vengeance is at hand,^ 
Ivan Alexievitch is affaflinated, and the 
Narifkins are mafters of Rufiia. Revenge 
the murder of the tzarovitch/' The foldiers, 
being inflamed to fury by thefe exclamations, 
marched inftantaneoufly with drums beating 
and colours flying to the Kremlin ; tolled the 
great bell ; furrounded the palace ; and de- 
manded the traitors who had aflaflinated Ivan : 
although the tzarina immediately produced 
both Ivan and Peter; yet they were not ap- 
peafed, but vehemently called aloud for the 
execution of the Nariflcins, whofe ambition 
and tyrmny would entail ruin upon their 
country ; adding, that although Ivan had 
hitherto efcaped their machinations, he was 
yet in danger of being afllaflinated at fome 
future period ; and their fury was ftill further 
augmented by a rumour induftrioufly cir- 
culated, that Ivan Narifkin, the brother of the 
tsarina, had feized the diadem and royal robes. 
In the midft of tliis tumult, one of the offi- 

L 2 cers 
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cers ventured to harangue the foldiers : he 
affured them, that Ivan Alexievitch was in 
perfedl fafety; that all their grievances fhould 
be redrelled ; and exhorted them to difperfe. 
This harangue feemed to make a lenfible im- 
preflion, and the tumult vv^as fubfiding ; when 
prince Dolgorucki imprudently threatened 
them with the fevereft punilhment for their 
mutiny and rebellion : inflamed by this ill- 
timed menace, they feized the prince j hurled 
him into the air ; received him upon their 
pikes i and hewed his body to pieces. This 
af^\flination was the prelude to a more general 
mallacre j which took place in the Krem- 
lin, and in different parts of Mofcowj and 
continued during three days without inter- 
million. It would be needlefs, as well as 
ihocking to humanity, to enter upon a detail 
of all the murders conimitted by the lawlefs 
rabble: it is fufficient to obferve, that not 
only . the two brothers of the tzarina, and a 
few others moft obnoxious to the infurgents, 
fell victims to their fury, but feveral perfons, 
by no means unpopular, were facrificed amidft 
the general confufion j and as the foldiers were 
roufed almoft to madnefs by intoxication, the 
houfes of many citizens were plundered, and 
the city underwent a general pillage. 

In 
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In order to clofe this horrid fcene, the 
principal nobles alTembled on the i8th of 
May, and, by a compromife between the two 
parties, Ivan and Peter were declared joint 
jfovereigns ; but as Ivan was judged incapa- 
ble of governing, and Peter was in his mino- 
rity, the adminiftration of affairs was vefted 
in the hands of Sophia. Hence conclufions 
have been drawn unfavourable to that prin- 
cefs : fhe is accufed of having for fome time 
maintained a fecret intelligence with the ring- 
leaders of the StreHtz ; of exciting them by 
falfe reports to revolt ; of ordering money and 
fpirituous liquors to be diftributed among the 
foldiers j and even of delivering to them a lift * 
of forty nobles whom fhe had profcribed. 
All her adions are malignantly interpreted : 
when Ivan Narifkin was led to execution ; 
ihe publicly accompanied the tzarina and the 

* " Enfin, Sophie," fays Voltaire, " fait remettre entre 
leurs mains une lifte de quarante feigneurs qu'elle ap* 
" pelle leurs enemis, et ceux de TEtat et cju'ils doivent 
" maflacrer/' I cannot give credit to this lift of forty 
nobles, which Voltaire compares " aux profcriptions de 
^VSyllaet des triumvirs de Rome.'* Whoever will at- 
tentively perufe the account of the enfuing maflacre in 
Gordon, or even in Voltaire, will find that the fury of the 
Strelitz, except againft the Narifkins, was more directed by 
chance than by defign* 

L 3 patriarch 
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patriarch to intercede for his life, placed the 
image of the Virgin Mary in his hands to ftop 
the fury of the Streiitz, and endeavoured, 
though in vain, to footh his afTaffins*. They 
yrho judge unfavourably of her condud:, fay, 
that this compaffion was only feigned ; and 
that fhe fecretly encouraged his aifaflination, 
though file outwardly alfeited to intercede 
for him -f. Upon this fuppofition the whole 
condudt of Sophia implies -fach a deep-laid 
fcheme of hypocrify, artifice, and revenge, as 
feems rather adapted to a politician grown 
gfrey in iniquity, and long pradtifed in the arts 
of fedition, than to a princcfs like Sophia, 
only in the 25th year of her age. 

Upon reviewing the caufes which led to 
this revolution ; they may be traced from fe- 
veral events in the reign of Alexey Michaelo- 
vitch, long before Sophia had the leafb influ- 
ence in political affairs, and particularly from 
the domertic feuds in the imperial ^mily: 
it appears alfo that the firft infurredion of 
the Streiitz was cafual ; that it was occafion- 
ed by the arrears of pay, and the unpopularity 
of the colonels, and cannot, with the leaft 

* Gordon, p. 81. 
\ iiumorokof, 

degree 
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degree of probability, be imputed to the in- 
trigues of Sophia J and that therefore (he can 
only be accufed, even by the moft maUgnant 
interpretation of her .condudt, of availing her- 
felf of that mutiny to procure the election of 
Ivan. But there is furely a wide difference 
between afferting the injuftice of his exclufion 
from the throne ; or, under the mafk of mo- 
deration and candour, inflaming to madnefs 
the fury of a difatFeded foldiery, and calmly 
leading them from affaffination to alTaflina- 
tion And if any unjulHfiable cabals were 
really employed on this occafion ; why fliould 
the whole blame be laid upon Sophia ? and 
why are her faults alone handed down to us 
with fo many heavy aggravations ? 

But is it not more reafonable to fuppofe, 
that Ivan Milolaflki, who, as we have be- 
fore obferved, had formed a ftrong party 
againft the Narifkins, even during the reign 
of Alexey Michaelovitch, Ihould, in con- 
junction with his family, take advantage of this 
fedition of the Strelitz, with whom he had 
long entertained a fecret intelligence ; and 
that Sophia was but the oftenfible inftrument 

* Tandis que les Streljtz commenpient ainfi a fe feire 
craindre, la princefTe Sophie, qui Ics animah fons malnj pour 
les conduire de crime en crime^ &c. Voltaire. 

L 4 of 
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of their defigns ? In a word, that fhe was raif- 
i ed to the regency by the cabals of a powerful 
party, who forefaw their own ruin and the 
advancement of their rivals in the nomination 
of Peter j and who, in the midlt of an infur- 
redion, held forth to this licentious body the 
unalienable rights of Ivan. Examples were 
not wanting to prove that the incapacity of 
Ivan was no bar to his election : a memora- 
ble inftance was exhibited in the' perfon| of 
Feodor Ivanovitch, who, notwithftanding diis 
abfolute imbecillity, was railed to the throjhe, 
and a regency entrufted with the adminiil:^- 
tion of affairs And it muft alfo be con- 
fidered, that Peter, then only in his elevenSth 
year, had not dilplayed any inftances of that 
vaft fuperiority of underftanding, which after- 
wards marked his charadler ; and that his 
mother, who was to fway the reins of em- 
pire, was a perfon of no experience, and ex- 
tremely unpopular. Nor is it matter of fur- 
prize that the care of Ivan and the admini- 
ftration of government lliould be committed 
to Sophia. The victorious family would na- 
turally choofe a regent devoted from intereft 
and inclination to their party ; a perfon gf 

* S. R. G. vol. V. p. 19. 

imperial 
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imperial lineage, popular manners, refpedtable 
charadter, and great abilities j and all thefe 
requifites centered in Sophia. 

However authors may have cenfured the 
ambitious deligns of Sophia j they unanimoufly 
concur in delineating her engaging manners, 
the beauties of her perfon ^, the vigour and 

wifdom 

* Weber, the Hanoverian envoy at St. Peterlburgh 
in the beginning of this century, fays of Sophia, " The 

tzar w^as frequently heard' to declare, that, excepting 

her inordinate ambition, (he was a princefs of great 
" perfonal and mental accomplifhments/' Ver, RuIT. 
vol. I. p. 143. 

Voltaire, in a very fplrited portrait, clofes it by laying, 
^ une figure agreahle relevoit tous fes talens.'^ Perry de- 
fcribes her, at the time of the revolution, as a handfome 
young lady, then upwards of 23. He came into RufEa 
in 1702, two years before her death; and though he never 
law her himfelf, on account of her imprifonment, he muft 
have known many perfons who had been perfonally ac- 
quainted with her. Perry's State of Rui^fia, p. 14.3. 

Sumorokof fays of her, that flie poflefled a good under- 
Handing and great beauty. " Sie befats groffen verftand 

und grolTe fchoenheit," p, 10. 

Many other authors might be quoted to the fame pur- 
pofe, but as there is nothing which party-malice will not 
invent to depreciate an obnoxious character ; the fuppofi- 
titious Polifli envoy La Neuville has mifreprefented her 
perfon as much as her conducl, in the following extraor- 
dinary palTage : " Sophie dont Tefprit & Ic merite ne tien- 

nent rien de la dlfformite de Jon corps^ ctant d^une grojjvur 

moKjireueufe. 
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wifdom of her adminill:ration, and her exten- 
fivc plans of reformation for the advantage of 
her country. 

Sophia repofed her principal confidence in 
prince Vaffili Galitzin, commonly known by 
the name of the Great Gahtzin, a moft able 
minifler, and confammate politician. The 
fcandalous chronicle of thofe times, or rather of 
a later period, attributed her partiality for 
this nninifter to a fofter paffion, though 
he was above fixty years of age ; and her ene- 
mies have not even fcrupled to declare *, that 
fhe had formed the plan of allaflinating the 
two tzars, ufurping the throne, and of efpouf* 
ing prince Galitzin, who was to obtain a 
divorce from his wife : but this calumny, as 
it is not founded on the leaft fubftantial evi-» 
dence, deferves not to be refuted. 

Sophia -j- has been alfo accufed, not only of 
negleding the education of Peter ; but of in- 

monjireueufe^ avec une-tite large comma un hoijfeau^ du 
poll flu vifage^ des loups aux jamhcs & au moins 40 ans j 

" inais autaiu que fa taille eji largc^ courte^ iff groJfuTC^ au- 
tant Ton efprit eft fin, delie 6c politique & fans avoir 

" janfziis lii Machiavel, elle polFede naturellcment toutcs 

^ fes maximcs,'* &c. p. 151. 

* Gordon, p. 86. 
f Voltaire. 

troducing 
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troducing him into the company of the moll 
profligate young men, and of encouraging 
his propenfity to eveiy fpecies of excefs which 
might enervate his frame ; weaken his un- 
derftanding ; and render him averfe to buli- 
nefs. This calumny, however, has been am- 
ply refuted by Mr. Muller who has Ihewn 
from unqueftionable authority, that Ivan and 
Peter had two different cpurts ; that the edu- 
cation of the latter was folely entrufled to his 
mother j and that if improper perfons were 
placed about him, the blame mull fall upon 
her, and not upon Sophia. With refpedl to 
his propenfity to drinking, that vice was ex- 
tremely cormiion in Ruffia, and prince Vaf- 
fili -f- Galitzin was as remarkable for his fo- 
briety as the favourites of Peter, Le Fort, and 
Boris Galitzin, were notorious for their in- 
temperance. Le Fort," fays a writer, who 
was in Livonia when the tzar and his fuite 
pafTed through that country in his firil: jour-- 

* Journal of St. Pet. Mar. 1778, p. 168, 169. 
f " Galitzin was the only man of quality in Ruflia 
" who could entertain, without forcing his company to 
drink to excefs. Brandy, the liquor which flowed at 
every other table, was feldom feen at his, who never 
drank any himfelf, but took much delight in rational and 
ingenious converfation." Mottley's Life of Peter. 
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ney to Holland, is a man of a good under- 
(landing ; very perfonable, engaging, and en- 
tertaining; a true Swifs for probity and bra- 
very, but chiejiy for drinking. Open tables 
are kept every where w^ith trumpets and 
mufick, attended with feafting aud excef- 
five drinking, as if his tzarilh majefty had 
been another Bacchus. I have not yet 
feen fuch hard drinkers; it is not pof- 
fible to exprefs it, and they boaft of it as 
a mighty qualification 

Thus then it appears that Peter had ex- 
amples of intemperance in his own houlliold ; 
and it will hardly be fuppofed that Le Fort 
was the creature of Sophia. The evident 
falfehood of fuch virulent accufations fhould 
induce us not to give credit to other calum- 
nies ; and particularly to the charge that Ihe 
attempted to deftroy Peter by poifon, which, 
though it failed of its intended effedl, difor- 
dered his conftitution, and occafionally pro- 
duced a fpecies of melancholy and defpair that 
bordered upon madnefs. This report took 
its rife from his pronenefs to epileptic fits ; a 
difordcr common in his family, to which he 
was fubjed from his infancy, which gradually 

* Aceount of Livonia, p. 293, 

4 diminifhed 
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diminillied as he grew ftronger, but never 
entirely forfook him. Previous to an attack, 
the natural vehemence and favagenefs of his 
temper broke out with redoubled violence, and 
rendered him the terror of all who approached 
him. The inveterate rancour with which 
the enemies of Sophia have calumniated her 
memory, is in no inftance ^nore evident than 
from their abfurdly imputing the brutal 
ferocity and fanguinary difpofition of Peter 
to the effeds of poifon which (he admini- 
ftered 

But 

* II prenolt quelquefois des acces d*humeur chagrine, 
" ou il femblait frappe de I'idee noire qu'on voulait attenter 
" a fa perfonne, et ou fes amis les plus familiers craignai- 
" ent fes emportemens. Ces acces etaient un reste 

FATAL DU POISON, QU'lL RECUT DE ^SON AMBI- 

" TIEUSE SOEUK SoPHiE. On en connaiflait Tapproche 
" a certains mouvemens convulfifs de fa houche. L'lmpera- 
" trice etait avertie. Elle venait lui parler \ le fon de cette 
voix le calmait a Tinftant. Elle le faifait afleoir, et s'em- 
parait en le cajolajit de fa tete, qu'elle grattait douce-* 
ment. C'etait comme un charme, qui ajfoupijfait en 
" peu de minutes. Pour ne pas troubler fon jommeil^ elle 
foutenait fa tete fur fon fein, fan? fe remiier pendant diux 
" ou trois heures, Alors il fe reveillait, entierement raffis 
et remis au lieu qu'avant qu'elle eut etudie cette mani- 
" ere fi fimple de le foulager, ces acces etaient la terreur 
<^ de ceux qui Tapprochaient, aVant caufe dit on quelques 
malheurs, et etant fuiv; de maux de tete affreuxy qui du- 

raient 
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But it is time to trace the principal caufes, 
which contributed to the fall and imprifon- 
ment of Sophia. That princefs, to whom 
Ivan had furrendercd the abfolute direction of 
affairs, affumed fome exterior marks of ho- 
mage, which feem to -have been hitherto ap- 
propriated only to the fovereigns of Ruflia. 
While the heads of her two brothers were 
imprcffed on one fide of the coins, her image, 
arrayed with the crown, fceptre, and imperial 
robes, was ftamped upon the reverfe ; in the 
public adls her name was added to the figna- 
ture of the two tzars * ; and Ihe appeared in 
proceffions decorated with all the enfigns of 
royalty -f : circumftances which naturally gave 

« raient dcs journees enturcs.'"^ Baflevitz in Buf. H. M, 
IX. p. 294. 

Strange effeiis of poifon given in his infancy. Thofe 
who have been ufed to fee peifons In epileptic fits, will 
cafily difcovcr all the efFedts ot that diforder from the words 
in Italics. Bilhop Burnet lays, " that he was fubjeft to 

convulfive motions all over his body, and that his head 

feemed to be aiFecled with thefe." 

♦ She did not fign her name in the public decrees until 
1687. Buf. Hift. Mag. v. L p. 9. 

f Thefe circumftances cannot imply a defign of ufurping 
the fovereign authority ; for (he was only accufcd^ even by 
her enemies, of fecrctiy confpiring againft Peter, ai\d not 
of an open attempt to feize the crown. 
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umbrage to the rival family; and afforded a 
fpecious pretence for inveighing againft her 
ambitious defigns. 

Peter, as he advanced in years and felt 
himfelf born for empire, could not, without 
great diffatisfadion, behold all the power 
lodged in the hands of a rival party : encou- 
raged by his mother and her adherents, he 
claimed a (hare in the adminiftration of af- 
fairs ; and took his feat, for the firft time, in 
the privy council, on the 25th of Janu- 
ary, 1688, and in the eighteenth year of his 
age. Sophia, though unwilling to refign any 
part of her authority, could not withhold 
her confent ; but as Peter's fpirit was above 
controul, fhe availed herfelf of fome violent 
altercations which palled between them, to 
exclude him, for the future, from a feat in 
the council. From this period the diflentions 
between them arofe to fo great an height, as 
to threaten an open rupture j and the fall of 
the one feemed neceffary for the fecurity of 
the other 

Things remained in this ftate of jealoufy 
and variance, until the month of Septem- 
ber, 1689 ; when the afpiring genius of Peter 

* Journ. of St. Pet, for 1778, p. 175, 176. 

acquired 
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acquired the afcendancy, and fecured his un- 
divided authority by the fall and imprifonment 
of Sophia. By the advice of Boris Galitzin 
and the Nariflcins, Peter refolved to arrefl: his 
lifter, and to feize the reins of government : 
and it is afTcrted by his adherents that 
Sophia and prince ValTili Galitzin, apprized 
of his intentions, determined to prevent their 
own ruin by his alTafli nation ; that they had 
gained over the chief of the Strelitz and a 
corps of 600 men, and had adually com- 
miflioned them to perpetrate that infamous 
deed* Peter had retired to fleep ^it his palace 
of Preoballienlki near Mofcow j when two ^f- 
of the confpirators, it is faid, ftruck with hor- 
ror at their crime, quitted their companions, 
and haftened to the young tzar with the infor- 
mation that a body of Strelitz were upon their 
march to allallinate him. The fime accounts 
add, that Peter refufed to give credit to their 
report, until it was confirmed by Boris Galit- 
zin and. one of his imcles, whom he immedi- 
ately dit'patchcd to reconnoitre ; and that the 

• Gordon. 

•J- It is remarkable, that this fame ftory of two confpi- 
rators who were engaged to aflafTmate Peter, but, repent- 
ing, difcovercd the plot, is again related as happening 
in 1697. Schmidt. RulT. Gef. v. II. p, 90. 

confpirators 
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confpirators were already fo near, that he 
had fcarcely time to make his efcape He 
inftantly proceeded to the convent of the 
Holy Trinity j where his danger being fpread 
abroad, troops flocked to him from all quar- 
ters, and in fuch numbers, that in the fpace of 
three days he had an army of 60,000 men 
under his command, and found himfelf in a 
fituation to give law to the oppofite party. 

In the mean time Sophifi. in a ftate of the 
utmofl confternation, denied all intercourfe 
with the confpirators ; expreiTed the utmoft 
horror at their attempt; difpatched repeated 
meflages to her brother to juftify her condudt ; 
and even fet off in perfon to affert her inno-=- 
cence ; but was ordered to return without de- 
lay to Mofcow, and to deliver the ringleaders 

^ Voltaire, though convinced of Sophia's intention to 
aflaffinate Peter, and notwithftanding the intelligence he 
received from the court of Peterfburgh, can only give us 
the following fcanty information : " La Neuville reftdent 

akrs a Mofcozv^ ct temoin oculcire de ce qui fe pajfa^ pretend 
" que Sophie et Galitzin engagerent le nouveau chef des 
" Strelitz a leur facrifier leur jeune czar : il parait au moins 
" que fix-cent de ces Strelitz devaient s'emparer de fa 

perfonne. Les memoires fecrettes que la cour de Ruffie 
" m'a confies, afTurent que le parti etoit pris de^tuer Pierre 
" Premier : le coup allait 6tre porte, et la Ruffie etait 

privc a jamais de la nouvelle exiftence, qu'ellc/* &c. 

Vol. il M of 
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of the mutiny. Soon afterwards Peter him- 
lelf repaired to the capital : the principal 
confpirators, being tortured in his prefence, 
confelTed a defign againft his Ufe, and fufFered 
the fevereft punifhment. Vaflih Galitzin* 
was baniihed into Siberia; and Sophia was 
imprifoned for life in the Devitchei nunnery : 
Peter alone afjumed the reins of government, 
and found fufficient fcope for his vaft and 
enterprizing genius ; while the name of Ivan 
was ftill inferted, as a matter of formality, 
in the public a€ls until his death, which hap- 
pened in 1696. 

Such are the principal circumftances of this 
extraordinary revolution : but we muft con- 
fider, that this is the account given by the 
vitflorious party ; and that the caufe of Sophia 
never underwent a candid examination. It 
may be impoflible to exculpate that princefs 
entirely from ambitious views : fhe might be 
extremely unwilling to relinquifh a power 
which (he had long enjoyed, and which flie 
exercifed with great ability j flie might efteem 
the right of Ivan to the throne as fuperior to 

• This able minifter furvived his fall 24 years ; he wa? 
releafed from prifon in 1 711 j and died at his own eftate 
in 1713, 

that 
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that of Peter ; and might confider Peter's ac- 
quifition of the fole fovereignty as the certain 
prelude to her own deftruftion : but we have 
no pofitive evidence * which fhould induce us 
to beHeve that fhe confpired againft her bro- 
ther's Hfe : and perhaps the whole ftory of the 
intended aflaffination was feigned by Boris 
GaUtzin *f and her enemies. Had fhe been 
really guilty of that attempt, fhe wanted not 
opportunities of efcaping from Ruflia; and 
fhe never would have imprudently demanded 
admittance into Peter's prefence, in order to 
affert her innocence, if the proofs of her guilt 
had been as flrong as her adverfaries pretend- 
ed J. In a word, the conflifl between Peter 

and 

* We have no certain proofs that any of the confpirators 
accufed Sophia of being privy to any defign upon Peter's 
life ; and, even if they did name her as an accomplice, 
their evidence, as it was extorted by the rack, is by no 
means to be depended upon, 

t It appears from the following paflage that the difco- 
very of Sophia's defigns came from that r^jarten " Prince 
" Boris Galitzin, a faithful fubje'ii of the tzar Peter, com- 

ing timely to penetrate into his kinfman's prince Bafil's 

defigns, put the tzar upon his guard, advifmg him, with- 
" out delay, to take the government into his hands.^' 
Gordon, v. I. p. 89. 

X " Avait elle,'* as L'Evefque judicioufly remarks^ 
" comme on Ten accufe, forme le deflein d'oter la vie a 

M 2 " Pierre ? 
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and Sophia was the coiiflid: of two rivals im- 
patient of controul, and ftriving for pre- 
eminence: the caufe of the fuccefsful party 
would necelTarily be deemed juft 'and equita- 
ble; and the vanquiflied faction was fare to 
be loaded with every fpecies of guilt and 
enormity. 

The refllefs fpirit of Sophia, brooding in 
the folitude of a convent, is faid to have 
excited frelh troubles and infurre^lions ; and, 
during her life, no confpiracy was undertaken 
againfl: Peter, in which Ihe was not fufpefted 
of being concerned. She was more particu- 
larly accufed of being privy to the rebellion 
which broke out in 1697 ; when 8000 Stre- 

Pierre? voulalt-elle feiilcmcnt Tenlever, et le faire de- 

pofer ? Fut-elle mcmc complice dc rcntreprile de Stche- 
" glovitoi ? c'cft ce que nous n'ofcrions prononcer. II 

faudrait avoir dcs pieces authcntiques pour juger ce 
" grand proces. Les hiftoricns Taccufcnt ; aucun ne dit 

qu'elle ait ete nonimec par les coupable?. Pierre devait 
« la craindre, 11 favait qu'elle etoit aimee des Strc'lits et dc 
" Icur chefs : Ellc tenait les rcncs du gouvernmcnt j ellc 

nc voulait pas les lacher, et il voulait s'en faifir : elle 

etoit detcllec de Natalie, & de tous les parents de cctte 
" Princeflc : On Taccufait d'intrigucs ; elle en formait fans 
" doute, et fans cefle il s'en formait centre elle : elle cn 
*^ fut la viftimc, et la Calomnie devait la pourfuivre long- 

terns encore apres fa difgracej k mOme audela du toni- 
<^ beau," Vol. IV, p. 103. 
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litz feized the opportunity of Peter's abfence 
upon his travels to rife in arms upon the 
frontiers of Lithuania, and to march towards 
Mofcow. The rebels were attacked and de- 
feated by the addrefs and courage of general 
Patrick Gordon ; many were put to the fword, 
and the remainder furrendered at difcretion. 
The tzar received at Vienna the account of 
the mutiny and defeat of the Strehtz ; and 
iaftantly haflened to Rufiia, that he might 
examine the deUnquents in perfon, 

Peter, upon his arrival at Mofcow, was 
particularly anxious to difcover the caufes of 
the rebellion ; to learn by whofe intrigues it 
was excited ; and, above all, to convidl So- 
phia, whom he charged with fomenting the 
public difcontents, and with holding a cor- . 
refpondence with the rebels. But as no per- 
fons could give immediate and pertinent an- 
fvvers to all his queftions ; he entertained fuf- 
picions of all his courtiers, and determined to 
inflitute a court of inquiry at his palace of 
Preobrafhenfki, where the inftruments of the 
queftion were brought. The tzar himfelf 
examined the accufed ; urged them to confef- 
fion ; and ordered thofe who maintained 
iilence to be racked in his prefence. The 
cruelty of the tortures emploj^ed on this oc- 

M 3 cafion 
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cafion was inexpreflibly dreadful: human 
nature fhudders at the recital, but it is necef- 
iary to mention them in juftification of So- 
phia. Some of the rebels were repeatedly 
whipped i others had their fhoulders dillocat- 
ed by a cord and pulley, and in that painful 
pofture received the ftrokes of the knoot ; 
many after undergoing the knoot were roafted 
over a flow fire, the raw parts being expofed 
to the flame Phyficians were prefent to 
afcertain the degree of pain the unhappy con- 
vids were capable of fupporting, and to re- 
cover thofe who had fainted away ; that the 
application of frefh tortures might recom- 
mence upon the renewal of their ftfength. 
This dreadful inquifltion was continued, with- 
out the leaft intermiffion, through the whole 
month of Odober. Not only every fpecies 
of punilhment, the mofl: refined which human 
cruelty could devife, was inflided in order to 
extort an accufation of Sophia ; but promifes 
of pardon, and even of great promotion, were 
oflfered for the fame purpofe to the wretched 

♦ It appears from Olearius, and other traveller?^ into 
Ruffia, that thefe tortures were ordinarily ufed in that 
country for the purpofe of forcing confelTion, 
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fufferers in the midft of the moft excruciating 
agonies *. 

At 

* This account is extrafted from the Diary of Korb, 
fecretary of the Auftrian embaffy to Ruflia in the year 
1697, and who was prefent at Mofcow during thefe hor- 
rid proceedings. He received information of thefe dread- 
ful tortures from feveral German officers in the fervice of 
Peter, who were eye-witnefies of their infliction upon 
the Strelitz. K orb's authority is alfo the more to be de- 
pended upon in this inftance, becaufe he fpeaks highly in 
favour of Peter, and condemns the ambition of Sophia. 
Gordon alfo, though fo partial to Peter, informs us, that 
the rebels were tortured and examined in his prefence. 
Vol. I. p. 129. 

Prima," fays Korb, in the 164th page of his Diary, 
" poft adventum follicitudo de rebellione fuit; quomodo 
compofita ? quid animi tumultuantibus fuilfet ? quibus 
authoribus tantum nefas aufi ? Cum autem nemo efl'et 
" qui ad omnia pundla accurate refpondere polTet, his 
fuam ignorantiam, illis Streliziorum pertinaciam ob- 
tendentibus, omnium fidem fufpeilam habere, & novae 
inquifitioni cogitationes fuas admovere, coepit. Qui in 
" vicinis variis locis cuftoditi allcrvabantur rebelles, ii 
" omnes per quatuor militum pretorianorum regimina ad 
quaeftionem novam & torturam retrabebantur. Be- 
brafchentfko reduftis career, tribunal fuit, & equuleus, 
" Nulla dies quasfitoribus vacua, fafta aut nefafta, omnes ad 
" torquendum idonei licitique vifi. Quot rei, tot knuttae ; 

quot quaefitores, tot carnitices. Princeps Feudor Ju- 
" rowiz Romadonowfki, quantum caeteris feverior, tantum 
<^ praeftabat inquirendi aptitudine. Ipfemet Magnus Dux, 
ob conceptam in i\X9S diffidentiam, inquifitoris officio 

M 4 " fundus 
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At length a few of the Strelitz, over- 
come by the feverity of the torments, or fe-. 
duccd by hopes of pardon and the promile of 
promotion, confefled that it was their inten- 
tion to fet fire to the fuburbs of Mofcow, 
to maflacre all foreigners, to baniih or affaf- 

^ fundlus eft. Ipfc interrogatoria ponebat, examinabat 

" reo5, non confitentcs urgcbat^ pertinacioris ^tiam filentii 
Strelizios crudcli jubebat fubjici tcrturae, jam multa 

" f;x{ri^ de pluribus quaerebantur, quos tormcntorum ex- 
cellUs viribus, mentc, et ipfis vix non fenfibus deftituit, 

" mcdicorum induftria priftinis fuis viribus, per novos 
cruciatus denuo cncrvaiidis, cogebatur reftitucre. Totus 
menfis Odlober reorum tergoribus per knuftas & igncs. 

" excnrnificandis infumebatur: nulla die a flagris aut flam- 
mis lucre immunes, quam qua vel rota frados, ad fur- 
cam ados, vel fecuri int^^remptos, vita ipfa reliqucrat.** 
And again, Inaudita fuit adhibitse tortura: immanitas : 
flagris laevilTime csefi, fi pcrtinaciam filentii nondum rum- 

" pcrent, faucia reorum tergora, fanie & tabo fluentia, igni 
admovcbantur, ut per Icntam cutis & carnis morbofae 
aduftionem, acuti dolores ad ima ofiium, & cxt^ema 
fenfuum, cum atrocilTimis cruciatlbus defcendercnt. Haec 

" tormentorum viciflitudo una & altera vice repetebatur. 

" HorrcnJa vilU & auditu tragocdia. Ultra triginta in 

" apcrti campi planitic funcftiffimi colluccbant ignes, ubi 
mifcrrimi inquiliti cum cjulatu tcrribili tprrebantur ; 
parte ex alia rcfonabant crudelifTimi flagrorum idus, ut 

" cx jucundiffimi terrae vicinia faeviflima hominum carni- 
ficiaa tadta fit/' Diarium Itineris in Mofcoviam, &c. 

p, 162. 

♦ Q^iorundam pcrtinacia dcmum vidla.'' Korb. 

finatc 
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finate the principal nobility, to raife the tzar- 
ovitch Alexey to the throne, and to appoint 
Sophia regent during his minority ; others, 
declared that the ringleaders had actually 
drawn up a petition, which they intended to 
prefent to that princefs, praying her to accept 
the adminiftration of affairs. 

Although none of the rebels charged Sophia: 
with being acceflbry to their infurredtion, yet 
Peter was fo prejudiced againft her, that he: 
put to the torture one of her female attend-^ 
ants ; and when no evidence of her guilt 
could be procured by that horrid expedient^ 
he even repaired to the nunnery and examined: 
her in perfon. The princefs, whofc high 
fpirit was fubdued by her misfortunes, and 
worn out by a long confinement, could not 
refrain from weeping at the fight of her ob- 
durate brother ; and flie even extorted tears 
from Peter himfelf, though without melting 
his refentment But neither this, nor every 
other effort that was employed to convid: her,: 
was attended with fuccefs ; and the only proof 

* " Ad monafterium Nco virginum difceffit tzar(is, ut 
fororem fuam Sophiam, di6lo monafterio inclufam, exa- 
" minaret ; publico enim nuperi tumultus vulgo rea ha- 
bebatur : primus utriufque introitus uberrimas amborum 
lacrymas exciyilTe dicitur*" Korb. 

of 
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of her carrying on a fecret correfpondence 
with the rebels was derived from the con- 
ftffLon of a boy belonging to an officer of the 
Strelitz, who declared, that letters inclofed 
in loaves of bread had pafTed between Sophia 
and his mafter *. The latter, however, per- 
emptorily denied the fad even upon the rack ; 
and he was led to execution perfifting to the 
laft moment in this afleveration. The cafe 
feems to be, that the innovations of Peter 
created a confiderable number of malcon- 
tents; that the introduction of the European 
difcipline, and the partiality which he fhowed 
to the foreign regiments, inflamed the difaf- 
fedion of the Strelitz to fuch a degree as to 
account for their rebellion, without the fup- 
pofition of any cabals on the part of Sophia ; 
that this princefs had long been the object of 
affedlion to all the enemies of Peter ; and was 
naturally the perfon to whom they would have 
configned the adminiftration of affairs, if the 
revolt had been attended with fuccefs. 

Peter was fo greatly exafperated againft 
Sophia, that he had once determined to put 
her to death ; but, having changed his rcfo- 
lution, he compelled her to a/Tumc the veil. 



Gordon, Vol. I. p. 129, 130. 
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In order to ftrike her with terror, and to 
announce to the public that he thought her 
privy to the rebellion; two hundred and 
thirty Strelitz were hanged within fight of 
the nunnery in which £he was confined ; and 
three of the ringleaders were fufpended upon 
a gibbet eredled clofe to the window of 
her apartment : they held in their hands pe- 
titions fimilar to that which, according to the 
confeffion jull rrientioned, was to have been 
prefented to Sophia. 

From this period hiftory is filent in re- 
lation to Sophia : (he was confined under a 
ftridl guard in the monaftery until her death, 
which happened in the month of July, 1704. 
She was interred in the church of the con- 
vent ; the tomb is covered with a black 
cloth, and contains the following infcription : 
A- M- 7212 (or 1704 of the Chriftian asra) 
on the third of July -f, died Sophia Alexi- 

* Gordon, p. 95 — 130. 

Korb, who faw them hanging, fays, Tarn prope ad 
ipfas Sophiani cubiculi feneftras, ut Sophia eofdem manu 
facile polTet attingere/* 

On this occafion above 2000 l^trelitz fufFered capital 
punifliment. Peter broke at the fame time the whole 
body of Strelitz, and aboliftied their name,] 

t O. S. the 14th, N. S, 
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1 72: TRA V ELS. INTO RUSSIA-' 3?:. 

efna, aged 46 years, nine months, and fix. 
*f days: her monallick name was Sufanna. 
*V She ]iad been a nun five years, eight months, 
and twelve days : Hie was buried the 4th 
in this church, called the Image of Smo- 
Icnfko. She was daughter of Alexey Mi- 
" chaelovltch, and of Maria Ihnitchna/' &c. 
. Although Peter always fufpecled the in- 
trigues of his filler, yet he never failed paying 
a juft . tribute to her genius and abilities-.. 
" What a pity," he was frequently heard to 
fiiy, *'^ that (lie perfecuted me in my minority, 
and that I cannot repofe any confidence 
" in her ! other wife, when I am employed 
" abroad, Ihe might govern at home */' 

One liriking feature in Sophia's character, 
vvliich I had no opportunity of mentioning 
whil6 my inquiry was chiefly confined to her 
political condud, mull not be omitted in this 
place. She deferves the veneration of pofte- 

* This anecdote, which I received from a Ruffian 
iipblcmun of great diftiii(ftion, is confirmed by the follow- 
ing paffagc in Perry *s State of Ruffia. " I remember 
" that upon a certain occafion, when mention was made 
" of her [i, e, Sophia], the czar himfelf gave her this 

character, that (he was a princefs endowed with all the 
" accompli (hments of body and mind to perfeftion, had 

it not been for her boimdlefs ambition, and infatiable de- 

fire of governirig/' Vol. I. p. 138. 

rity 
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rity for the patronage which (he afForded to 
perfons of genius and learning ; and for encou- 
raging, by her own example, the introdudlion 
of polite literature into Ruflia, then plunged 
in the deepefl ignorance. At a period when 
there was no national theatre, and when the 
lowelT: buftooneries, under the name of morar 
litiesy were the fole dramatic reprefentations 
even at court ; this elegant princefs tranflated 
the Medecin rmilgre hd of Moliere into her 
native tongue, and performed one of the cha- 
radtets herfelf. She alfo compofed a tragedy, 
probably the firft extant in the Ruffian lan- 
guage J and llie compofed it at a time when 
the moft violent cabals were excited againft 
her miniftry, and when the moft weighty affairs 
feemed to engrofs her fole attention. 
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lDipa7^tiire from Mo/cow* — Arrival at Tver* 
— Hijhry and dfcription of that town.—^ 
FroduBtons of the neighbouring country.-^ 
^adriipeds . — Birds. — Fijh — Defcriptipn of 
the Sterlet* — Continuation of the journey. — , 
Torfhok. — Vifhnei-Vololliok.— Valdai hills 
and lake. — Bronitza. — Wooden roddy how 
formed. — Further account of the peafantsr^ 
"Their cottages^ manner s^ and cufoms. — Of the 
Yamfhics, who furnijh poji horfes. — Singing 
extremely cojnmon among the Ruffians,— --0;^ 
the fuhjeB of their fongs, &c. &c. 

WE quitted Morcow on the i4tli of 
September, and traverfed a gently 
rifing country, fome part of it open, and 
the reft overfpread with forefts. We pafTed 
the night at the Utiall village of Parflci, in a 
peafant's cottage, as ufual, and changed horfes 
the next morning at Klin, fituated upon the 
Seftra, a broad rivulet ; this village had been 
Vol. IL N lately 
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ktcly burnt, and the peJ^^^were ^gage4 ^ 
in rebuilding their ^^^pH^tjj^ ODlcrveJ^ 
a faw-pit, \vhich,^i tkis^J^^ v\dH|oa 

ogrious an objed^ncMCo attrad: our nBw:e. 
^Beyond S^irid^^^e crollcd a ifciallt rivet, and 

igpn afterwards reached the banJis of t^e 
Volga, which we coalled to Gorodna. Th^ 
next morning the fpringsipf our caruMj^||^g^ 
ready to ftart, and one of the \^BIPin a 

crazy ftate ; we fent it on llowly, under the 
care of cur fervants, and hired for ourlelves 
the carts of the country, called kibitkasy which 
wc filled with hay ; and arrived, after a conli- 
derable degree of. jolting, at Tver, which is 
magnificently litiiated upon the elevated banks 
of the A'^ol^^a. 

Tver •* owes its origin to Viodimir Georgi- 
vitch, great-duke of Volodimir, who in 1182 
raifcd a fninll fortrefs upon the point where 
the Tvertza falls into the Vo]ga ; in order to 
protect his territories again ft the incurlions of 
ihe Inhabitants of Novogorod. Afterwards, 
'v\ 1240, the great-duke Yaroflaf 11. built 
another citadel upon the fpot now occupied 
by the prelent fortrefs, and laid the founda- 

Sec liift. Geog. Bcfchrcibang der Stadt Twer, 5cc. 
Joum. Pet. tor November, 178c. 

tioa 
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\^ich foon increafed 
^ ^ fo great a degree, 
^ ^^tMtj^h of an indepen- 

^jpvereignty, calSBSn the town tfe^ 
di^hy*of Jtvc^ Yarollaf 11^ fon of Ya- 

roilaf II. and brother of Alexander Nevfk^ 
leceived this duchy as his inheritance ; and 
Vraftfrnkt^ the fuccftffion to a long train of 
defcenoOTts. The laft fovereign of this he- 
reditary line was Michael Eorifovitch, whofe 
fiflier Maria was married to the great-duke 
Ivan Vaffilievitch I. The harmony which 
had for fome time fubfifted between thefe two 
neighbouring princes was at firft ftrengthened 
by this alliance : but in the courfe of a few 
years, either mutual jealoufies, or the ambi- 
tious views of Ivan, produced an open rup- 
ture; and in i486 the latter befieged Tver 
with a large army. Michael, unable to re- 
fift fo formidable an antagonift, abandoned 
the town, and fled into Lithuania, where he 
died in extreme indigence. Upon his re- 
treat the inhabitants furrendered Tver to Ivan 
Vaffijievitch, who beftowed it and the duchy 
as a fief upon his eldeft fon Ivan ; that prince 
dying in 1490, the great-duke annexed the 
duchy to his other dominions in the form 

N 2 of 
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of a province, and it has nevirl:)een again dif-» 



Tver is divided ifltojtlft oic! and new town : 



membered. 

the former, fitua<td cp the oppofite fide of 
'the Volga, corfTirts ahnoft: entirely' of wooden 
dbttages; the latter, about fifteen years ago, 
was, a few buildings excepted, fcarcely fu- 
perior ; but being, in 1763, deftroyed by a 
dreadful conflagration, it has rifen with luftre 
from its alhes. The empntfs was no fooner 
informed of this calamity, than flie ordered a 
regular and beautiful plan of a new town to 
be Iketched by an eminent architedt ; and en- 
joined, that all the hoafes fliould be re-con- 
flrudled in conformity to this model. She 
raifed, at her own expence, the governor's 
houfc ; the bilhop's palace ; the courts of 
jullice ; the new-exchange ; the prifon ; and 
kveral other public edilices : and offered to 
every perfon, who would engage to build an 
houfc with brick, a loan of £. 300 for twelve 
years without interefl. The money advanced 
by her majeily upon this occafion amounted 
to jT. 60,000 j and Ihe has fmce remitted one 
third of this fum. The ftrects, which are 
broad and long, ifllie in a flraight line from a 
fquare, or rather an o6tagon, in the center: 

the 
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the houfes of this oilagon, and of the prin- 
cipal ftreets,. are of brick ftuccoed white, a.id 
form a very" magnifkent appearance. Part 
only of the new town, when we paiTed through 
it, was finifhed : when it is completed, it will 
confift of two odagons, with feveral ftreets 
leading to them, and interfering each other 
at right angles ; and would be no inconfider- 

' able, ornament to the mod opulent and civi- 
lized country. 

There is an ecclefiaftical feminary at Tver, 
which is under the infpedlion of the bifliop, 
and admits 600 ftudents. In 1776 the em- 
prefs founded a fchool for the inftrudion of 
200 burghers' children : they are taught to 
read, write, and caft accounts ; and a few 
of them are trained to handicraft trades. In 
June, 1779, an academy was alfo opened in 
this town, for the education of the young 
nobility of the province, at the charge of the ' 
fame imperial patronefs. It admits 120 ftu- 
dents ; who are inftruded in foreign lan- 
guages, arithmetic, geography, fortification, 
tadics, natural philofophy, .mufic, riding, 
dancing *, &c. 

* Ibid. 

N 3 Tver 
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Tver is a place of confiderable commerce j 
and both the Volga and the Tvertza were 
covered with boats. It owes its principal 
trade to its advantageous fituation ; being 
near the conflux of thofe two rivers, along 
which are conveyed all the goods and mer- 
chandize fent by water from Siberia and the 
fouthern provinces towards Peterfburgh. 

The Volga, the largeft river in Europe, 
rifes in the forcft of Volkonlki, about the 
diftance of eighty miles from Tver; and 
begins to be navigable a few miles above 
the town. It is there about the breadth 
of the Thames at Henley, but exceedingly 
fhallow ; it is, however, conliderably increafed 
by the junction of the Tverza, which is 
broader, deeper, and more rapid. By means 
of the Tverza, a communication is made be- 
tween the Volga and the Neva, or, in other 
words, between the Cafpian and the Baltic j 
as will be explained in a future chapter. 
The number of barges which palled by the 
town in 1776 amounted to 2537; in 1777 
to 2641 ; and the average number is generally 
computed at about 2550. The boats are 
flat-bottomed, on account of the frequent 
fhoals in the Volga, and other rivers which 
2 compofq 
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compofe this long inland navigation. They 
are conftrudted with new planks, w^hich (hrink 
and leave wide inten^als, that are fometimes 
filled up with thin flips of vyood cramped 
with iron, and not unfrequently flopped with 
tow. The rudders of thefe veiTe|s have a 
very Angular appearance: the handle is a 
tree about 50 feet long ; at the further end 
whereof is a pole which defcends perpendi- 
cularly to the v/ater, where it is fixed t6 a 
broad piece of timber, which floats upon the 
furface. The pilot Hands upon a kind of 
fcafibld at the difliance of about 30 or 40 feet 
from the ftern, and turns the rudder by 
means of its long handle, Thefe boats are 
only built for one voyage ; for, upon their 
arrival at Peterfburgh, they are taken to pieces 
and fold for fuel. 

I have already had occafion to mention the 
prodigious wafl:e of wood arifi ng from the 
prevailing cuflom of forming planks with the 
axe. This practice, extremely detrimental to 
the forefl:s of the empire, was no lefs ufual 
among the fliipwrights than among the pea- 
fants i and the former, either from ignorance 
or prejudice, could only be reconciled to the 
ufc of the faw by the folio vv^ing expedient. 
Orders ^vere iffued from government, that 

N 4 each 



184 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA- B. 4. 

each vefTel, paffing by Tver, in which there 
w^as one plank fadiioned w^ith the hatchet, 
fhould pay a fine of £.6. In confequence 
of this decree the officer, who was fent to 
levy the fine, colledled the firft year £.6000 ; 
the fecond £. 1 500 ; the third £. 1 00 ; and the 
fourth nothing. By this judicious regulation 
the ufe of the faw has been introduced among 
the Ruffian fhipwrights ; and will probably 
in time recommend itfclf to the carpenters 
and peafants. 

The rifing fpirit of commerce has added 
greatly, within thefe few years, to the wealth 
and population of the town. It contains 
at prefent at leaft 10,000 fouls; and the 
number of inhabitants in the government of 
Tver has increafed in a very furprizing de- 
gree : a circumftance which ffiews the advan- 
tages arifing from her prefent majefty's new 
code of laws. Tver was the firll province 
of this empire which was newly modelled 
according to that code j and it has already 
experienced the beneficial eflfeds of thefe ex- 
cellent regulations. 

Tver being a large town, we concluded 
that we lliould find no difficulty in obtaining 
the neceffary repairs for our carriage, fo as to 
enable it to convey us, during two or three 

davs 
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days at leaft, without requiring any further 
affiftance. Trufting, therefore, to the work- 
manfliip of a Ruffian fniith, we fet off about 
fix in the evening with the expedlation of 
reaching, in about four hours^ the next poft, 
where we purpofed to pafs the night but we 
had fcarcely proceeded ten miles, before we 
perceived that the wheel, inftead of being 
ftrengthened, had been weakened by the fmith's 
unlkilfulnefs, and feemed every inftant in 
danger of breaking. In this fituation we 
flopped at a fmall village ; where it was not 
polTible to procure any afliftance, not even a 
candle to fmear the wheel, which required a 
conftant fupply of greafe to prevent it from 
taking fire ; and as the next place in our 
route, likely to afford a new wheel, was above 
fixty miles diftant, we thought it moft prudent 
to return to Tver. I readily confoled my- 
felf for this delay; as it gave us an oppor- 
tunity to pay more attention to the town and 
its environs than our tranfient ftay had hi- 
therto permitted. We took up our abode 
at the fame houfe we had juft quitted: it 
was an inn kept by a German ; and was one 
of the new magnificent brick edifices lately 
eredted ; but almoft totally without furniture 
or beds. 

On 
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On the following day we made an agreeable 
excurfion into the adjacent country : we iirft 
crolTed the V^olga over a bridge of boats, and 
the Tvertza over a raft ; and rode between 
the banks of thofe two beautiful rivers. Wc 
then left the Volga to purfue its courfe 
towards the Calpian Sea, watering, as it 
pafies, fome of the moft fertile provinces of 
Ruflia, and bathing the walls of Cafan and 
Aftracan ; and we made a circuit in the en- 
virons of Tver : we frequently flopped to 
admire fcveral delightful views of the new 
town proudly fcatcd upon the lleep bank of 
the Volga, the country gently floping tow^ards 
the river. 

Tver lies in the midfl: of a large plam, 
intcrfperfed here and there wdth gentle ac- 
clivities, which can hardly be called hills : 
the country produces in great abundance 
wheat, rye, barley, oats, buck-wheat, hemp 
and flax, and all forts of vegetables. Its 
forefts yield oak, birch, alder, poplar, moun- 
tain-alh, pines and firs, junipers, Sec. The 
quadrupeds, which rove in the neighbouring 
country, are elks, bears, wolves, and foxes ; 
wild-goats, and hares ; alio badgers, martens, 
vveafcis, ermines, ferrets, fquirrels, and mar- 
mottes, 6cc. The principal birds obferv^ed 

in 
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in this diftrid are eagles and falcons, cranes, 
herons, fvvans, v/ild-geefe and -ducks, par- n 
tridges, quails, woodcocks and fnipes, black- 
game ; alio crows and ravens, magpies and 
black-birds, fparrows and llarlings, together 
with nightingales, linnets, larks and yellow- 
hammers. The fi(h which are caught in 
the Volga are falmon, fterlet, tench, pike, 
perch, groundlings, gudgeons, and fometimes, 
but rarely, fturgeon and beluga. 

The fterlet being a very uncommon fifh, 
and probably peculiar to the northern parts of 
the globe, I am induced to give a defcrpition 
of it, and to enumerate the principal rivers of 
RufTia in which it is found. The fterlet, ♦ 
the acipenfcr ruthenus of Linn^us, is a fpecies 
of fturgeon, highly efteemed for the flavour 
and delicacy of its fleih, and for its roe, 
from which the fineft caviare is made. It 
is diftinguifhed from the other fturgeons by 
its inferior fize being feldom more than 
three -f- feet in length, and by its colour. 

The 

* This dcfcrlption Is chiefly taken from Lepekin's Reife, 
in his account cf the fifliery of Sinbirfk upon the Volga, 
vol. 11. p. 154. 

t Mr. Pallas fays, that the fterlets of the Irtifh are, next 
to thofe of the Oby, the largeft in Rulfia, being frequently 

" ueber 
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The top of the head and the back are of a 
yellowilh grey ; the lides of the body whitifh j 
and the belly white mixed with rofe- colour, 
efpecially towards the mouth and vent. The 
eyes are of a (ky-blue, encircled with white. 
The fnout is long and pointed, comprefled 
and fluted. The mouth is tranfverfe with 
thick prominent lips, which it has the power 
of drawing inwards, with a beard, confifting 
of four fmall and foft cirrbiy or wattles. 
It has five rows of pointed bony imbricated 
fcales, one upon its back, two along its fides, 
and two under its belly. The row upon 
its back begins from the neck and reaches to 
the dorfal fin. Their number *, by which 
Linnaeus afcertains the fpecies, and fixes at 
15, varies from 14 to 17. The two fide 
rows begin from the upper angle of the gill- 
covers, and reach to the middle of the tail : 
their form is flat in the middle, with dentated 

u??bcr anderthalb cllen long," or an ell and an half long. 
By an ell, I fuppofe, is meant an arfhime rz 26 inches, and 
then the length of thefc will be 3 feet i inch. See Pallas* 
Rcilc, Part II. p. 446. Lepckin fays, that the fterlets of 
the Volga are fcldom more than two feet in length. 

* Acipenfer Ruthenus cirris 4. fquamis dorfalibus 15. 
Muf, Fred. I. p. 54. and Faun. Sue. 272. — In the Syft. 
Nat. p. 403, he defines it, Acipenfer ordinibus 5. fquama** 
rum oflearum^ intcrmedio officulis 15. 

I margins 
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margins turning towards the tail ; their num- 
ber varies from 60 to 70. The two rows, 
which lie under the belly, begin from the 
peroral and reach towards the ventral fins : 
they are four-fided, much fmaller than thofe 
upon the back, and thicker than thofe on the 
fides. Beiide thefc five rows, there are alfo 
fome adipofe bony-fcales between the tail 
and the vent ; their number is invariably five. 
The reft of the fkin is totally without fcales, 
but is extremely rough to the touch. It 
has, Hke moft other fifh, two perioral fins, 
two ventral, one anal, one dorfal, and its tail 
is forked Many authors have erred in 
fuppoiing this jfifh to be peculiar to the Volga 
and the Cafpian Sea ; for they frequent many 
other rivers, lakes, and feas, of the Ruffian 
empire. Muller informs us, that they are 
caught in the Dnieper, and feveral rivers 
falling into the Frozen Ocean, particularly 
the Lena-f*. Lange aiTerts, that they are 
found in the Yenifei ; Pallas defcribes them 

* The reader will find an engraving of the fterlet in the 
Mufeum Fred. L of Linnaeus, in Le Bruyn*s Travels, 
vol. 1. p. 89 1 and in Lepekin's Reil'e, Tab. 9, 

t S. R. G. IX. p. 4. Haygold'^ Rufsland, vol. II. p. 416. 
Pallas Reife, P. I. p. 284. P. II. p. 446. Georgi Reife, 
♦ vol. L p. 177, ^ 

as 
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as inhabiting the Irtirti, Oby, and Yaik ; 
Georgi mentions them among the fifli of the 
lake Baikal, and fometimes in the Angara. — 
We learn from Linnaeus, that by order of 
Frederic I. king of Sweden, fome live ftcrlets, 
procured from Rullia, were thrown into the 
lake Masler, where they propagated They 
have been fometimes caught in the Gulf of 
Finland, and even in the Baltic ; yet they are 
fuppofed not to have been natives of thofe 
feas, but ftray filh, which efcaped from fome 
vellels that were dafhed to pieces in paffing 
the falls of the river Mafta -f. 

Sept. 19. Having obtained the valuable 
acquifition of a new wheel, we proceeded on 
our journey in the afternoon ; and were enabled 
to reach, before the clofe of the evening, 
Torlhok, which is fituated upon the banks of 

* Habitat in hcu Ma:leio, quem potentiffimus Rex 
Succiae Frcdcriciis I. ex Ruflia allatuin in hoc lacu plan- 
tari curavit. Faun. Sue. No. 272. 

t Bruce relates, in his Memoirs, that fome veffcls 
« going for Pcterfburgh with live fifli, called Sterlit, in 
« paiTmg the falls of I>adoga were beat to pieces, by which 

accident the fifh regained their liberty ; and fome of them 
" were afterwards taken at Cronftadt, and one catched at 
^< Stockholm, which were confidercd as great curiofities, 

as none of thcin had ever been feen in thofe feas before^*' 
P. U2, 

the 
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the Tvertza. It is a large ftraggling place, 
confining chiefly of wooden buildings, inter- 
mixed with a few public llruAures and houfes 
of brick, lately erefted at the expence of the 
emprefs. 

Although Torfliok v/as only forty miles 
diftant from Tver, we efteemed it a fortunate 
circumlliance that, during that fpace, no ac- 
• cident had happened to our carriage. But 
we were not fo fuccefsful on the enfuing day : 
for the axk-tree breaking about fix miles from 
VidrcpulTc, we walked to that village ; and 
having procured a temporary axle-tree to fup- 
port cur infirm vehicle, v/e again proceeded 
in kibitkas as far as Villinei-Vololhok ; a 
place remarkable for the canal, which, by 
uniting the Tvertza and the Mafta, ccnnedls 
the inland navigation between the Cafpian and 
the Baltic. 

Viflmei-Volofliok, one of the imperial vil- 
lages enfranchifed by the emprefs, and en- 
dowed with confidcrable privileges, has already 
reaped many benefits from its new immunities. 
The inhabitants, raifed from the fituation of 
flaves to that of freemen, feem to have fhaken 
off their former indolence, and to have caught 
a new fpirit of emulation and induftry : they 
have turned their attention to trade j and are 

awakened 
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awakened to a fenfe of the commercial ad- 
vantages pofTefTed by the place of their abode; 
The town is divided into regular ftreets ; and 
is already provided with a large range of 
fliops and warehoufes, which line each fide 
of the canal. All the buildings arc of wood, 
excepting the court of juftice ereded at the 
charge of the emprefs, and four brick houfes 
belonging to a rich burgher- During our 
ftay at Vilhnei-Volofhok> we did not iail to 
examine, with great attention, every part of 
the celebrated canal, of which an account will 
be given in a future chapter 

Having procured a new axle-tree, we 
quitted, on the 21 ft, Vifhnei-Voloihok, crof- 
fed the. river Shhna ; and continued along a 
timber road, carried over extenfive moralfes^ 
and abounding with innumerable fmall bridges^ 
without railing, and moftly in a fliattercd 
jftate. I obferved feveral villages, as well as 
fields and gardens, furrounded with wooden 
palifadoes, about twelve feet in height, which 
prefented a pidlurefque appearance. The 
cuflom of encircling villages in this country 
with flakes is very antient : for among the 
earlieft laws of Ruflia we find one which 

♦ On the inland navigation of Ruflia, in the next 
volume. 

enjoins 
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enjoins * the peafants, under pain of the 
knoot, to furround the towns and villages 
with palifadoes. Thefe enclofures were pro- 
bably intended as a kind of defence againft 
the defultory incurfions of the Tartar hordes 
before the invention of gunpowder ; and the 
practice has been preferved, though no longer 
of ufe, among a people remarkably tenacious 
of old ufages. 

The country was for fome way almofl a 
continued bog, covered with foreft ; and the 
villages were built upon eminences of fand 
rifmg out of the morafs- We pafTed the 
night at Kholiloff, a fmall village, which 
had alfo lately been confumed by fire. Thefe 
repeated conflagrations will by no means ap- 
pear a matter of wonder, when it is confidered, 
that the cottages are built with wood; and 
that the greateft part of the peafants, like 
thofe in Poland, ufe, inftead of candles, long 
flips of lighted deal, which they carry about 
the houfe, and even into hay-lofts, without 
the leaft precaution. The next morning, the 
bad roads having fhattered our new wheel, 
which was aukwardly put together, and began 
already to difcover fymptoms of premature 

* Haygold, vol. L p. 357* 

Vol. !!• O decay, 
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decay, we flopped to repair : but the repairs 
were as treacherous as the original fabric j 
for, before the end of the ftage, it again 'came 
to pieces, and we were again delayed fome 
hours at Yedrovo before we could venture to 
continue our journey ; but Ave" now thought 
ourfelves bleffed with the afliftance of a very 
mafterly mechanic, as his workmanlhip lafted 
to Zimagor, a fmall village, prettily fituated 
upon the borders of the lake Valdai. The 
country around Valdai is the moft agreeable 
and diverfified, which wc had traverfcd fince 
our departure from Mofcow. It rifes agree- 
ably into a variety of gentle eminences ; and 
abounds with beautiful lakes, prettily fprinkled 
with woody iflands, and fkirted with foreft, 
corn-fields, and paftures. The largeft of 
thefe lakes is called Valdai, and feemed to 
be about twenty miles in circumference : in 
the middle is an ifland containing a convent, 
which rifes with its numerous fpires among 
clufters of furrounding trees. Valdai, which 
gives its name to the lake, and to the range 
of hills in the midft of which it is fituated, 
contains feveral new brick- buildings ; and 
even the wooden houfes are more decorated 
than the generality of" Ruffian cottages : it 
lies upon an agreeable Hope, and commands a 

plealant 



C. 1. jOURNfeY TO iPETERSLURGH. I9- 

pleafcint view of the lake. The Valdai hills, 
though of no conliderable elevation, are the 
higheft in this part of the country ; and fe- 
parate the waters which flow towards the 
Cafpian from thofe which take their courfe 
tov(^ards the Baltic. From their foot, there 
was no longer a beautiful diverfity of hills 
and dales, enlivened with lakes ; but the 
country prefented, for a confiderable way, 
an uniform flat, with a vaft extent of mo- 
rafs. 

On the 24th, in the afternoon, we arrived 
in good time at Bronitza, a village upon the 
Mafl:a, within twenty miles of Novogorod. 
We took up our abode for the night in the 
houfe of a Ruflian prieft, which in no wife 
diflfered from the other buildings either in 
fize or goodnefs. It was very clean, how- 
ever, and comfortable ; having a chimney, 
and being provided with a large plenty of 
wooden and earthen utenfils. The prieft, 
not being attired in his clerical habits, was 
dreffed like the peafants ; and was only diftin- 
guilhed from them by his hair, which hung 
loofe over his fhoulders to a conflderable 
length. He, his wife, and the reft of the 
family, were bufily employed in extradting 
the roe from large quantities of fifh, wliich 

O 2 are 
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are caught in the Mafta, and with which an 
excellent caviare is prepared. Having ob- 
tained from our landlady fome of the choiceft 
of thefe fi(h, and having procured in the vil- 
lage, by means of our fervant, a brace of 
ptarmigans, a bird of the partridge fpecies; 
we fauntered out, while fupper was preparing, 
towards a neighbouring hill, which ftrongly 
^ttraded our attention 4 

About two miles from the village, in the 
middle of a vail plain, rifes, in a circular form, 
an infalatcd hill compofed of fand and clay ; 
the lower part, and upwards, to about half 
its height, is thickly ftrewed with detached 
pieces of red and grey granite, fimilar to many 
others which appear about the adjacent coun- 
try- I meafured one of thefe mafles, and 
found it to be twelve feet broad, eight thick, 
and five above the furface of the ground, but 
how deep it was buried I could not afcertain. ' 
Naturalifts greatly differ concerning the origin 
of thefe graiiitical malfes, and by what means 
they were thus diffufed over the face of the 
earth. Some conjeclture, that they were 
brought and left there by the waters ; others 
fuppofe them to have originally made parts of 
the primitive rocks which exifted in many 
places of the globe, and which by lapfe of 
I time. 
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time, or by violent convulfions, having 
crumbled or been broken to pieces, have left 
every where thefe vaft fragments as monu^ 
ments of their prior exiftence 

Upon the fummit of this hill ftands a brick 
white-vvaflied church, which is a pleafmg 
objeft from the adjacent grounds. From 
its top we had a very fingular and extenfivQ 
profpeft. Immediately at its foot the coun^ 
try, for three or four miles, is fomewhat open, 
and divided into large enclofures of pafture 
and corn. Towards the fouth rife the Valdai 
hills, Ikirting an immenfe plain, which 
flretches towards the north, eaft, and weft, 
as far as the eye can reach ; a vaft expanfe 
without a fmgle hillock to obftrud: the view : 
it feemed little more than an endlefs foreft, 
dotted with a few folitary wooden villages, 
which appeared fo many points in a bound- 
lefs defert. Beyond, at a great diftance, we 
obferved the fpires of Novogorod, and the 
lake Ilmen fcarcely difcernible through the 
thick gloom of the trees, 

* See fome curious conjectures upon thefe granite 
ftones of Bronitza, in Pallas's Travels; and alfo in 
Hiftoire des Dccouvertes dans plufieurs contrees de la 
Ruflie, &c. Vol. L p. 42, &c. 

O 3 Th? 
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The forwardnefs of the harvefl: in this nor- 
thern cHmate has been already mentioned * : 
it had been fome tinie taken in, and the new- 
corn was already fpringing up in many places. 
The corn remains, during winter, buried 
under the fnowj at the melting of which, 
in fpring, it (hoots up fpeedily in thefe, coun- 
tries, where vegetation, upon the returning 
warmth of the feafon, is very quick in all 
its operations. But as the Ihortnfefs of the 
fummer does not always allow the grain time 
to ripen, the peafants ufe the following method 
of drying it. They raile a wooden building, 
without windows, and with only a fmall door, 
fomewhat fimilar to the fliell of their com- 
mon cottages : under this ftrudture is a large 
cavity, in which, a fire being made, the new- 
cut corn, in the ear, is laid upon the floor 
and dried ; it is then hung upon ft-ames in 
the open air, and afterwards threlhed. 

In this part of our journey, we pafTed by 
numberlefs hefis of oxen, moving towards 
Peterfburgh for the fupply of that capital. 
Moft of them had been brought from the 
Ukraine, the neareft part of which country 
is diftant 800 miles from the metropolis, 

* Vol. I. p. 333. 

Durii-\g 
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During this long progrefs the drivers feldom 
enter any houfe ; they ftop to feed their cattle 
upon the flips of pallure which lie on each 
fide of the road ; and they themfelves have 
no other covering in bad weather but what is 
afforded by the foliage of the trees. In the 
evening the ftill filence of the country was 
interrupted by the occafional lowing of the 
oxen, and the carols of the drivers ; while 
the folitary gloom of the foreft was enlivened 
by the glare of numerous fires, furrounded by 
different groups of herdfmen in various atti- 
tudes : fome were fitting round the flame, 
fome employed in dreffing their proviflons, 
and others fleeping upon the bare ground. 
They refembled, in their drefs and manners, a 
rambling horde of Tartars, 

The route from Mofcow to PeterflDurgh 
is continued during a fpace of 500 miles, 
almoft in a ftraight line cut through the 
forefl:, and is extremely tedious : on each fide 
the trees are cleared away to the breadth of 
forty or fifty paces ; and the whole way lies 
chiefly through endlefs trads of wood, only 
broken by villages, round which, to a fmall 
difl:ance, the grounds are open and culti- 
vated. 

O 4 The 
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The road is of an equal breadth, and is 
formed in the following manner : trunks * 
of trees are laid tranfverfely in rows parallel 
to each other, and are bound down in the 
center, and at each extremity, by long poles, 
or beams, faftened into the ground with 
wooden pegs ; thefe trunks are covered with 
layers of boughs, and the whole is ftrewed 
over w^ith fand or earth. When the road 
is new, it is remarkably good 3 but as the 
trunks decay or fink into the ground ; and 
as the fand or earth is worn away or wafhed 
off by the rain, as is frequently the cafe for 
feveral miles together, it is broken into in- 
numerable holes ; and the jolting of the car- 
riage over the bare timber can better be con- 

♦ Mr, Hamvay makes the following curious calculation 
of the number of trees employed to make a road of 150 
verfts, or 100 miles, " Allowing one tree with another 
" to be 9 inches diameter, and the length 23 feet, and fup- 
" pofmg the foundation and fides to be only half fo many 

more as tlie bridge is compofed of, and the road to be 

46 feet wide, here is an expencc of 2,100,000 trees.'* 
Hanway's Travels, vol. I. p. 92. 

If we extend this calculation over the whole extent of 
the Ruflian empire, reaching 4000 miles in length, and take 
in the dift'crcnt crofs-roads, the cxpeiice of wood muft be 
amazing j but the forefts are alfo boundlefs and incxhaufti- 
ble. 

ceived 
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ceived than defcribed. In many places the 
road may be confidered as httle elfe than a 
perpetual fucceflion of ridges ; and the motion 
of the carriage a continual concuflion, and 
much greater than I ever experienced over the 
rougheft pavement. 

The villages which occafionally line this 
route are extremely fimilar to each other; 
they ufually confift of a fmgle ftreet, w^ith 
wooden cottages ; a few only being diftin- 
guilhed by brick houfes- The cottages in 
thefe parts are far fuperior to thofe we ob- 
ferved between Tolitzin and Mofcow ; they 
leemed, indeed, well fuited to a rigorous cli- 
mate i and although conflru<!ted in the rudeft 
and moft artlefs manner, are veiy comfort- 
able habitations. The fite of each building 
is an oblong fquare, which furrounds an open 
area, and, being inclofed within an high 
wooden wall, with a penthoufe roof, looks on 
the outfide like a large barn. In one angle 
of this inclofure ftands the houfe, fronting 
the ftreet of the village, w4th the ftair-cafe on 
the outfide, and the door opening underneath 
the penthoufe roof : it contains one, or at moft 
two rooms. 

I have frequently had occafton to obferve, 
that beds are by no means ufual in this 

country j 
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country j infomuch that^ in all the cottages 
I entered in Ruflia, I only obferved two, each 
of which contained two women at different 
ends with their clothes on. The family 
flept generally upon the benches, on the 
ground, or over the ftove * ; occafionally 
men, women, and children, promifcuoufly, 
without any difcrimination of fex or condition, 
and frequently almoft in a ftate of nature. 
In fome cottages I obferved a kind of lhelf> 
about fix or feven feet from the ground, car- 
ried from one end of the room to the other j 
to which were fallened feveral tranfverfe 
planks, and upon thefe fome of the family 
flept with their heads and feet occafionally 
hanging down, and appearing to us, who 
were not accuftomed to fuch places of repofe, 
as if they were upon the point of falling to 
the ground. The number of perfons thus 
crowded into a fmall fpace, and which fome- 
times amounted to twenty, added to the heat 
of the ftove, rendered the room intolerably 
warmj and produced a fuffbcating fmell, 
which nothing but ufe enabled us to fupport. 
This inconvenience was ftill more difagree- 

* The ftove is a kind of brick ovenj it occapus almoft 
a quarter of the room^ and is flat at lop. 

7 able 
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able in thofe cottages which were not provided 
with chiamies, where the fmoke, being con- 
fined in the room, loaded the atmofphere with 
additional impurities. If we opened the lat- 
tices daring the night, in order to relieve us 
from this oppreflion by the admiffion of frefli 
air ; fuch an influx of cold wind rulhed into 
the room, that we preferred the heat and 
effluvia to the keennefs of thefe northern 
blafts. 

In the midft of every room hangs from the 
(pieling a veflel of holy water, and a lamp, 
which is lighted only on particular occafions. 
Every houfe is provided with a pidure of fome 
faint coarfely daubed upon wood, which fre- 
quently refembles more a Calmuc idol, than 
the reprefentation of a human head : to this 
the people pay the higheft marks of venera- 
tion. All the members of the family, the 
moment they rofe in the morning, and be- 
fore they retired to fleep in the evening, never 
omitted ftanding before the faint : they croHed 
themfelves during feveral minutes upon the 
fides and on the forehead ; bowed very low ; 
and fometimes even proftrated themfelves on 
the ground- Every peafant alfo, upon enter- 
ing the room, always paid his obeifance to 

this 
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this objedl of worfhip, before he addreffed 
himfelf to the family. 

The peafants, in their common intercourfe, 
are remarkably polite to each other : they take 
off their cap at meeting ; bow ceremonioufly 
and frequently ; and ufually exchange a falute. 
They accompany their ordinary difcourfe with 
much adion and innumerable geftures ; and 
are exceedingly fervile in their expreffions of 
deference to their fuperiors : in accofting a per- 
fon of confequence, they proftrate themfelves ; 
and even touch the ground with their heads. 
We were often ftruck at receiving this kirtd 
of caftern homage, not only from beggars, 
but frequently from children, and occafionally 
from .fome of the peafajits themfelves. 

In the appearance of the common people, 
nothing furprifed us more than the enormous 
thicknefs of their legs, which we at firft con- 
ceived to be their real dimenfions ; until we 
were undeceived by the frequent exhibition 
of their bare feet, and by being admitted to 
their toilets without the leall: ceremony. The 
bulk, which created our aftonifhment, pro- 
ceeded from the vaft quantity of coverings 
with which they fwaddle their legs, in fum- 
mer as well as in winter. Befide one or two 
pair of thick worfled ftockings, they envelop 

their 
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their legs with wrappers of coarfe flannel or 
cloth, feveral feet in length; and over thefe 
they frequently draw a pair of boots, fo large 
as to receive their bulky contents with the 
utmofi: facility. 

The peafants are well clothed; comfort- 
ably lodged ; and feem to enjoy plenty of 
wholefome food. Their rye-bread, whofe 
blacknefs at firft difgufts the eye, and whofe 
fournefs the tafte, of a delicate traveller, 
agrees very well with the appetite : as I be- 
came reconciled to it from ufe, I found it 
at all times no unpleafant morfel, and, when 
feafoaed with^ranger, it was quite delicious : 
they render this bread more palatable by fluffing 
it with onions and groats, carrots, or green corn, 
and feafoning it with fweet oil. The other 
articles of their food I have enumerated on a 
former occafion * , in addition to which I 
lhall only obferve, that mufhrooms are fo ex- 
ceedingly common in thefe regions, as to form 
a very elTential part of their provilion. I fel- 
dom entered a cottage without feeing- great 
abundance of them ; and in paffing through 
the markets, I was often aftonifhed at the 
prodigious quantity expofed for fale : their 
variety was no lefs remarkable than their num- 

* Vol. I. p. 338. 

ber; 
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ber; they were of many colours, amongft 
which I particularly noticed white, black, 
brown, yellow, green, and pink. The com- 
mon drink of the peafants is quafs, a fer-- 
mented liquor, fomewhat like fweet-wort, 
made by pouring warm water on rye or bar- 
ley-meal ; and deemed an excellent antifcor- 
butic. They are extremely fond of whifky, 
a fpirituous liquor diflilled from malt ; which 
the poorert: can occafionally command, and 
which their inclination often leads them to 
ufe to great excefs. 

The backwardnefs of the Ruffian peafants 
in all the mechanical arts, when compared 
with thofe of the other nations of Europe, 
is vifible to the moft fuperficial obferver* 
As we approached, indeed, towards Peterf-^ 
burgh, and nearer the civilized parts of Eu- 
rope; we could not fail to remark, that the 
villagers were better furnilhed with the con- 
veniences of life, and fomewhat further ad- 
vanced in the knowledge of the neceflary 
arts, than thofe who fell under our notice be- 
tween Tolitzin and Mofcow. The planks 
were lefs frequently hewn with the axe ; and 
faw-pits, which we had long confidered as 
cbjedls of curiofity, oftener occurred: the 
cottages were more fpacious and convenient, 

provided 
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provided with larger windows, and generally 
had chimnies j they were alfo more amply 
ftored with houfliold furniture, and with 
wooden, and Ibme times even earthen utenfils. 
Still, hovv^ever, their progrefs towards civi- 
lization is very inconliderable j and many 
inllances of the grolTeft barbarifm fell under 
our obfervation. 

Thofe peafants who furnifh poft horfes are 
called yamjhicsy and enjoy fome peculiar pri- 
vileges. They are obliged to fupply all cou- 
riers and travellers at a moft moderate price, 
in the deareft parts at i I ^. and in many other 
parts at I d. per verft ^ for each horfe j and, 
in compenfation, they are exempted from the 
payment of the poll-tax, and from being en- 
lifted as foldiers: notwithftanding thefe im- 
munities, the price they receive for their horfes 
is fo inconfiderable, that they frequently pro- 
duce them with the greateft reludance. The 
inftant a traveller demands a fupply of frefh 
horfes, the yamlhics aflemble in crowds, and 
frequently wrangle and quarrel to fuch a de- 
gree, as to afford amufement to a perfon who 
is not impatient to depart. Their fquabbles 
and difputes upon this occafion are fo remark- 

* Three quarters of a mile. 

able, 
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able, as to h^ive ftruck all travellers who 
have given any account of this country. Chan- 
celer, the firft Englifhman who landed at 
Archangel, and went from thence to Mof- 
cow, could not fail to obferve this circum- 
ftance, which equally prevailed at that period 
as at prefent Exprefle commandement 

" was given, that poft-horfes Ihould bee 
" gotten for him, and the reft of his com^ 
pany, without any money. Which tiling 
was, of all the Ruffes in the reft of their 
" journey, fo willingly done, that they began 
to quarrel, yea, and to light alfo, in ftriv- 
ing and contending which of them fliould 
put their poft-horles to the fledde." 
In this defcription, however, Chanceler has 
made a ludicrous miftake ; for the objed: of 
their fquabbles was not to obtain, but to 
decline, the honour of furnilhing him with 
horfes. The fame fccne is frequently renewed 
at prefent ; as I have occafionally obferved 
that an hour's unremitted altercation pro- 
duced no effeft, and that the poft-mafter was 
at length obliged to compel the yamfliics to 
fettle the intricate conteft by drawing lots. 
Indeed, as I have before remarked -f-, it is 

* Hackluyt's Voyages, Vol. !• p. 247, f P. 6g, 70. 

abfolutely 
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abfolutely neceffary for any foreigner, who 
wilhes to travel with expedition, not only to 
be provided with a palTport, but alfo to be 
accompanied with a Rufljan foldier. The 
latter, immediately upon his arrival at the 
poll-houfe, inftead of attending to the argu- 
ments of the peafants, or waiting for the flow 
mediation of the poft-mafter, fummarily de- 
cides the bufmefs by the powerful interpofition 
of his cudgel. The boors, quickly Jilenced by 
this dumb mode of argumentation *, find no dif- 
ficulty in adjufting their pretenfions, and the 
horfes almoli inftantly make their appear- 
aiice. 

In our route through Ruflia I was greatly 
furprifed at the propenfity of the natives to 
finging. Even the peafants who a£ted In the 
capacity of coachmen and poftilions, were no 
fooner mounted than they began to warble an 
air, and continued it, without the leaft inter- 
miflion, for feveral hours. But what ftiU 
more aftonillied me was, that they performed 
cccafionally in parts j and I have frequently 
obferved them engaged in a kind of mufical 
dialogue, making reciprocal queftions and 
;-efponfes, as if they were chanting (if I may 



* Argumentutn baculinum. 

Vol. II. P 
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fo cxprefs myfelf) their ordinary converfation. 
The poftiHons fmg, as I have juft obferved^. 
from the beginning to the end of a ftage ; the 
foldiers fmg continually during their march ; 
the countrymen Jing during the moft labori- 
ous occupations j the public-houfes re-echo 
with their carols ; and in a ftill evening I have 
frequently heard the air vibrate with the notes 
from the furrounding villages. 

An ingenious author'^, long refident in 
RufTia, and who has turned his attention to 
the ftudy of the national mufic, gives the 
following information upon this curious fub- 
jedt. The general mufic that prevails among 
the common people in Ruflia, from the Duna 
to the Amoor and the Frozen Ocean, confifts 
in one fpecies of fimple melody, which ad- 
mits of infinite variation, according to the 
ability of the finger, or the cuftom of the fe- 
veral provinces in this extenfive empire. The 
words of the fongs are moftly in profe, and 
often extempore, according to the immediate 
invention or recollection of the finger ; per- 
haps an antient legend y the hiftory of an enor- 
mous giant ; a declaration of love j a dialogue 

* Staehlin. See his Nachrickhten von der Mufik in 
Rufsland, in Haygold's Bieylagen, Vol. II. p. 60 to 65 
where fpecimens of this air arc given. 

between 
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between a lover and his miftrefs ; a murder j 
or the defcription of a beautiful girl : fome- 
times they are merely letters and fyllables 
taken from fome old accidence, metrically 
arranged, but feldom in rhyme, and adapted 
to this general air. Thefe latter words are 
chiefly ufed by mothers in fmging to their 
children ; while the boors, at the fame time, 
perform their national dance to the fame 
tune, accompanied with inftrumental mulic* 
I have been alfo informed, that the fubjedt 
of the fong frequently alludes to the former 
adventures of the finger, or to his prefent 
fituation ; and that the peafants adapt the 
topics of their common difcourfe, and their 
difputes with each other, to this general air : 
which, altogether, forms an extraordinary ef- 
fed: ; and led me to conjecture, as I have be- 
fore exprelTed myfelf, that they chanted their 
ordinary converfation. 
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CHAP. II. 

Novogorod. — Its antiquity^ p(ywer, grandeury in^ 
dependenccy decline yfihjc5lion, and doivnfal. — 
Its prefent Jiatc. — Cathedral of St. Sophia. — 
Early introduBion of painting into Riiffia. — 
Price of provijions at Novogorod. — Incidents 
of the Journey to Peterlburgh. 

AT Bronitza we croffed the Mafta upon 
a raft compofcd of feven or eight trees 
rudely joined together, and which Icarcely 
afforded room for the carriage and two horfes. 
We then continued our route, through a level 
country, to the baiiks of the Volkovetz, or 
little Volkof, wliich we pafled in a ferry; 
and, after mounting a gentle rife, defcended 
into the open marfhy plain of pafture, which 
reaches, without interruption, to the walls of 
Novogorod : that place, at a fmall diftance, 
exhibited a moft magnificent appearance ; and, 
if we might judge jfrom the great number of 
churches and convents, which on every fide 
prefented themfelves to our view, announced 
our approach to a confiderable city j but upon 
our entrance our expedjitions were by no 
mt.ans realized. 

No 
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No place ever filled me with more melan- 
choly idea$ of fallen grandeur, than the town 
of Novogorod. It is one of the moft antient 
cities in Ruflia ; and was formerly called Great 
Novogorod, to diftinguifli it from other Ruf- 
fian towns of a fimilar appellation ^. Neftor, 
the earlieft of the Raflian hiftorians, informs 
us that it was built at the fame time with 
Kiof, in the middle of the fifth century, by 
a Sclavonian horde, who, according to Pro- 
copius, iilued from the banks of the Volga. 
Its antiquity is clearly proved by a pafiage in 
the Gothip hiftorian, Jornandes ; in which it 
is called Civitas Nova, or Nqw Town ^f-. 
We have little infight into its hiftory before 
the ninth century, when Ruric, the firft great- 
duke of Ruffia, reduced it, and made it the. 
metropolis of his vaft dominions. The year 
fubfequent' to his death, which happened in 
879, the feat of government was removed, 
under his fon Igor then an infant, to Kiof; 
^incj Novogorod continued, for above a cen- 
tury, under the jurifdidion of governors no- 

* Niflinei Novogorod, aqid Novogorod Sever/kou 

t Sclavini a Civitate Nova et Sclavino Rumunenfe, et 

lacu qui appellatur MurianuS5&c. The lake is the Ifmen ; 

and the Civitas Nova, Novogorod. S. R. G. Vol. V, 

P- 383- 

P 7 rainated 
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minated by the great-dukes. At length, in 
970, Svatoflaf, the fon of Igor, created his 
third fon Vladimir duke of Novogorod : the 
latter, fucceeding his father in the throne of 
Ruflia, ceded the town to his fon Yaroflaf ; 
who, in 1036, granted to the inhabitants very 
confiderable privileges, that laid the foundation 
of that extraordinary degree of liberty which 
they afterv/ards gradually obtained. From 
this period Novogorod was for a long time 
governed by its own dukes : thefe fovereigns 
were at firft fubordinate to the great-dukes, 
who refidcd at Kiof and Volodimir ; but after- 
wards, as the town increafed in population 
and wealth, they gradually ufurpcd an abfo- 
lute independency *. 

But while they thus fhook off the yoke of 
a diftant lord, they were unable to maintain 
their authority over their own fubjedts. Al- 
though the fuccelTion continued in the fame 
family ; yet, as the dukes were eledled by the 
inhabitants, they gradually bartered away, as 
the price of their nomination, all their moft 
valuable prerogatives. They were alfo fo 
frequently depofed, that, for near two centu- 
ries, the lill of the dukes refembles more a 

* S. R. G. VoU V. p. 397. 

calendar 
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calendar of annual magiftrates, than a regular 
line of hereditary princes : and, in efifedl, No- 
vogorod was a republic under the jurifdidlion 
of a nominal fovereign. The privileges en- 
joyed by the inhabitants, however unfavour- 
able to the power of the dukes, proved ex- 
tremely beneficial to the real interefts of the 
town : it became the great mart of trade be- 
tween Ruflia and the Hanfeatic cities; and 
made the moft rapid advances in opulence 
and population. At this period its dominions 
were fo extenfive its power fo great, and its 
fit nation fo impregnable, as to give rife to a 
proverb, ^is contra Deos et Magjiam Novogar- 
diam ? " Who can refift the Gods and Great 
Novogorod 

It continued in this flourilliing ftate until 
the middle of the 15th century, when the 
great-dukes of Ruffia, whofe anceftors had 
reigned over this town, and who ftill retained 
the title of dukes of Novogorod, having tranf- 
ferred their refidence from Kiof to Volodimir, 
and afterwards to Mofcow, laid claim to its 
feudal fovereignty; a demand which the in- 

* Its territory extended to the north as far as the fron- 
tiers of Livonia and Finland, and comprifed great part of 
the province of Archangel, and a large diftridl beyond 
the north-weftern limits of Siberia. 

P 4 habitants 
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habitants fometimes evaded by compofitiony 
fometimes by refiftance, but were fometimes 
compelled to acknowledge. At length, in 
1 47 1, Ivan Vaflilievitch I. having fecured his 
dominions againft the inroads of the Tartars, 
and having extended his empire by the con- 
queft of the neighbouring principalities, ven- 
tured to aflert his right to the fovereignty 
of Novogorod ; and enforced his pretenfions 
by a formidable army : he vanquifhed the 
troops of the republic oppofed to him in the 
field ; and, having forced the citizens to ac- 
knowledge his claims, appointed a governor, 
who was permitted to refide in the town, and 
to exercife the authority formerly vefted in 
their own dukes This power, however, 
being exceedingly Hmited, left them in the 
entire polfelTion of their moft valuable im- 
munities : tliey retained their own laws ; 
chofe their own magiftrates ; and the governor 
never interfered in pubhc affairs, except by 
appeal. 

Ivan however, by no means contented with 
this limited fpecies of government, watched 

♦ Its government was fimilar \o that of the German re- 
publics, who acknowledge the emperor as their liege- 
lord, but arc under the jurifdidion of their own magif- 
trates. 

a fwour- 
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a favourable opportunity of extending his au^ 
thority ; and, as a pretence is never wanting 
to a powerful aggreflbr, he, in 1477, laid 
fiege to the town- His defigns being abetted 
by the internal feuds and diflentions which 
had long prevailed in this independent repub- 
lic ; the inhabitants were conftrained to fub- 
^ fcribe to all the conditions impofed by the 
haughty conqueror. The gates were thrown 
open ; the great-duke entered the place in the 
character of fovereign ; and the whole body 
of people, tendering the oath of allegiance, 
delivered into his hands the charter of their 
liberties, which unanimity would ftill have 
preferved inviolate. One circumftance, re- 
corded by hiftorians as a proof of the uncon- 
ditional fubjedlion of the town, was the re- 
moval of an enormous bell from Novogorod 
to Mofcow, denominated by the inhabitants 
eternaU and reyered as the palladium of their 
liberty and the fymbol of their privileges. 
It was fufpendcd in the market-place ; its 
facred found drew the people inftantly from 
the moft remote parts, and tolled the fignal 
of foreign danger or inteftine tumult. The 
great-duke peremptorily demanded this ob- 
jed: of public veneration, which he called 
The larum of [edition f and the inhabitants 

coniidered 
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confidered its furrender as the fure prelude of 
departing liberty *. 

From this period the great-duke became 
in efFed ablblute fovereign of Novogorod, al- 
though the oftenfible forms of its government 
were ftill preferved : in order to enfure the 
obedience of his new fubjedls, he tranfplanted 
at once above a thoufand of the principal citi- 
zens to Mofcow and other towns ; and fecured 
the Kremlin, in w^hich he generally refided 
when he came to Novogorod, with ftrong 
walls of brick. Notwithftanding the defpo- 
tifm to which the inhabitants were fubjedt, 
and the oppreflion which they experienced 
from Ivan and his fucceflbrs ; yet Novogorod 
ftill continued the largeft and molt com- 
mercial city in all Ruflia, as will evidently 
appear from the following defcription of 
Richard Chanceler, who palTed through it 
in 1554 in his way to Mofcow. "Next 
unto Mofcow, the city of Novogorode is 
reputed the chiefelt of Ruflia ; for although 

* Devenuc fujette," fays L'Evefque with great fpirit, 
^ elle va chaquc jour pcrdrc de fon domaine, de fa popu- 
" lation, dc fon commerce, des fcs richefles, &, dans moins 
d'un fiecle, a peine fcra-t-cllc unc ville importante : tant 
k foiiffle du pouvoir arbitraire eft brulant & deftruileur.'* 
Hiltoirc de Ruffle, Tom. II. p. 327. 

§ « it 
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" it be in majeftie inferior to it, yet in great- 
nelTe it goeth beyond it. It is the chief- 
eft and greateft marte towne of all Mofco- 
\^ie ; and albeit the emperor's feate is not 
" there, but at Mofco, yet the commodi- 
oufnelTe of the river, falUng into that gulfe 
" which is called Sinus Finnicus, whereby it 
is well frequented by merchants, makes it 
" more famous than Mofco itfelf 

An idea of its populoufnefs, during this 
period, when compared with its prefent de- 
clined ftate, is manifeft from the fa£l ; that in 
1508 above 15,000 perfons died of an epide- 
mical diforder -f- ; more than double the 
number of its prefent inhabitants. In its 
moft flourifliing condition it contained at 
leaft 400,000 fouls 'l^ Under the reign of 
Ivan ValTilievitch II. the profperity of Novo- 
gorod experienced a moft fatal downfal, 
from v/hich it never recovered : that monarch 
having, in 1570, difcovered a fecret corre- 
fpondence between fome of the principal in- 
habitants and Sigifmond Auguftus king of Po- 
land, relative to a furrcndcr of the city into 

* Hackluyt, vol. I. p. 251. 
t S. R. G. vol. V. p. 494. 
J It now contains fcarcely 7000* 

his 
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his hands, inflided the moft exemplary and 
inhuman vengeance upon them- He re- 
paired in perfon to Novogorod ; and appointed 
a court of inquiry, juftly denominated the 
tribunal of blood. Contemporary hiftorians 
relate that its proceedings continued during 
the fpace of five weeks ; and that on each 
day of this fatal period more than 500 inha- 
bitants fell vidims to the vengeance of incenf- 
ed defpotifm. According to fome authors, 
25,000, according to others, more than 30,000 
perfons periihed in this dreadful carnage. 
Thofe writers, who were the tzar*s enemies, 
have probably exaggerated the number of 
thefe executions ; and it is but juftice to add, 
that fome ciicumftances in their relations are 
proved to be unqueftionably falfe : but though 
we ought not tp give implicit credit to all the 
accounts recorded by his adverfaries; yet, 
even by the confeflion of his apologifts, there 
ftill remains futHcient evidence of hi§ favage 
ferocity in this barbarous tranfadion ; which 
equals, if not furpaffes, in cruelty, the malTacre 
at Stockholm under Chriftian II. 

This horrid cataftrophe and the fubfequent 
opprelTions which the town experienced from 
that great though languinary prince, fo im- 
paired its ftrength ; that it is defcribed as a 

place 
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place of ruin and defolation by Uhlfield, the 
Danifli embaffador, who foon afterwards paffed 
through it. But although the fplendour of 
this once flourifhing town received a very 
confiderable diminution ; yet it was not totally 
obfcured until the foundation of Peterfburgh, 
to which favourite capital Peter the Great 
transferred all the commerce of the Baltic, 
that before centered in Novogorod. 

The prefent town is furrounded by a ram- 
part of earth, with a range of old towers at 
regular diftances, forming a circumference of 
fcarcely a mile and an half ; and even this 
inconfiderabie circle includes much open fpace, 
and many houfes which are not inhabited. 
As Novogorod was built after the manner of 
the antient towns of this country, in the Afia,- 
tic ftyle ; this rampart, like that of the Sem- 
lainogorod at Mofcow, probably enclofed fe- 
veral interior circles : without it was a vaft 
^xtenfive fuburb, which reached to the diftance 
•of fix miles, and included within its circuit 
all the convents and churches, the antient 
ducal palace and other ftrudlures j that now 
make a fplendid, but folitary appearance, as 
they lie fcattered in the adjacent plain. 

Novogorod ftretches on both fides of the 
VoUkof, a beautiful river of confiderable 

depth 
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depth and rapidity, and fomewhat broader 
than the Thames at Windlbr. This river 
fcparates the town into two divifions ; the 
Trading Part, and the Quarter of St. Sophia, 
which are united by means of a bridge, partly 
wooden and partly brick. 

The firft divifion, or the Trading Part, is, 
excepting the governor's houfe, only a rude 
clufter of wooden habitations, and in no other 
refpedt diftinguilhed from the common vil- 
lages than by a vafl number of brick churches 
and convents, which ftand melancholy mo- 
numents of its former magniiicence. In all 
parts I was ftruck with thefe remains of ru- 
ined grandeur ; while half-cultivated fields 
cnclofed within high palifadoes, and large 
fpaces covered with nettles, attefted its prefent 
defolate condition. Towards its extremity a 
brick edifice, and feveral detached ftrudtures 
of the fame materials, eredlcd at the em- 
prefs's expence, for a manufadlure of ropes 
and fails, exhibited a moll fplendid figure 
when contrafted with the furrounding wooden 
hovels in the town. 

The oppofite divifion, denominated the 
Quarter of St. Sophia, derives its appellation 
from the cathedral of that name j and com- 
prehends the fortrefs or Kremlin, creeled for 

the 
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the purpofe of curbing the inhabitants, and 
of preventing the frequent infurredions occa- 
iioned by the riling fpirit of opprefled hberty. 
It is of an irregularly oval form, and furround- 
ed by an high brick w^all, ftrengthened with 
round and fquare towers : the wall is fimilar 
to that which enclofes the Kremlin at Mof- 
COW; and was built in 1490 by the Italian 
architect Solarius of Milan, at the order of 
Ivan Vaflilievitch I. foon after his conqueft 
of Novogorod. The fortrefs contains the 
cathedral of St, Sophia j the old archiepifcopal 
manfion with its ftair-cafe on the outfide ; 
part of a new palace which was not yet fi- 
nifhed ; a few other brick buildings ; but the 
remaining fpace is a wafte, overfpread with 
weeds and nettles, and covered with ruins. 

The cathedral of St, Sophia is probably 
one of the moft antient churches in Ruflia : 
it was begun in 1044 by Vlodimir Yarofla- 
vitch duke of Novogorod, and completed 
in 1 05 1 *. It was probably conftrudled foon 
after Chriftianity was firH: introduced into 
Ruffia by the Greeks, and was called St. So- 

* S. R. G. vol. V. p. 398* A wooden church of the 
fame name had been firft conftrufted about the year 1000 
by Joachim, the firft bifliop of Novogorod, on the fpot 
where this cathedral now ftands. Ibid, p. 394, 

phia. 
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phia, from ^the church of that name in Con- 
flantinople. It is a high fquare building, 
with a gilded cupola, and four tin domes. 
We entered this venerable pile through a pair 
of brazen gates, ornamented with various 
figures in alto relievo, reprefenting the Paf- 
fion of our Saviour, and other fcriptural hifto- 
ries. The prieft informed me, that, accord- 
ing to tradition, thefe gates of brals were 
brought from the antient town of Cherfon, 
where Vlodimir the Great was baptized, and 
are fuppofed to be of Grecian workmanlhip : 
they are in confequence of this perfuafion 
called Korfunfkie Dveri, tlie doors of Cherfon, 
But if we admit the truth of this tradition, 
how fliall we account for the following Latia 
characters, which I obfcrvcd upon them ? 

p. c. WICMANNVS MEGIDEBVRGENSIS 
ALEXANDER cpc DEBLVCICH. 
AVE MARIA GPACIA PLEHS DHS 'EECVGL 

The firft part of this infcription fcems to 
prove rather, that they came from Mag- 
deburgh in Germany j a circumftance by no 
means improbable, as the inhabitants of No- 
vogorod, through their commercial connec- 
tions, maintained, even in thofe early times, 

a no 
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a no kfs frequent intercourfe with Germany 
than with Greece. 

In the infide of this cathedral are twelve 
maffy pillars white -wafhed, which, as well 
as the walls, are thickly covered with the re- 
prefentations of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, 
and of various faints. Some of thefe paint- 
ings are of very high antiquity, and probably 
anterior to the revival of the art in Italy. 
The following reafons induce me to adopt 
this opinion. Many of thefe figures are fi- 
nifhed in a hard fiat fiyle of colouring upon a 
.gold groiindy and exadlly fimilar to thofe of 
the Greek artifts, by whom, according to 
Vafari, painting was firft introduced into Italy 
in the following manner. 

Towards the latter end of the 13th century, 
fome Greek artifts were invited to Florence to 
paint a chapel in the church of Santa Maria 
Novella in that city. Although their delign 
and colouring were very hard and fiaV^ and 
they chiefly reprefented the figures on a field 
of gold i yet their produdlions were much ad- 
mired in that ignorant century. Cimabue, 
who was then a boy, was fo ftruck with their 
performance ; that he was accuftomcd to pafs 
all the time he could fteal from fchool in con- 
templating the progrefs of their work. His 
Vol. IL cnthufiafm 
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enthufiafm being thus kindled, he turned his 
whole attention to the ftudy of an art to 
which his natural genius feemed inclined. 
His firft compolitions had all the defedls of the 
mafters wham he imitated; but he gradually 
improved as he advanced ; and laid the firft rude 
foundation of that aftonifhing excellence which 
the fchools of Italy afterwards attained. 

As painting was thus brought into Italy 
from the Greek empire, when there was 
fcarcely any connexion between thofe two 
countries, we may be well allured that it was 
introduced at a more early period into Ruflia, 
from the llime quarter; not only becaufe a 
conftant intercourfe had been long maintained 
between the great-dukes and the emperors of 
Conftantinople ; and becaufe the patriarch of 
that city was formerly the head of the church 
eftabliflied in Ruflia ; but likewife becaufe the 
Ruflians, being converted to Chriftianity by 
the Greeks, were accullomed, after their ex- 
ample, to decorate their temples with various 
figures; and muft have received from them 
many portraits of faints, which form in their 
religion a neceflary part of divine worfliip. 
We may conclude, therefore, that the cathe- 
dral of St. Sophia, which was built in the 1 1 th 
century, and is one of the moft antient church- 
es 
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es of Ruffia, was neceflarily ornamented with 
the figures of faints by fome Greek artifts, 
whom the great-dukes of Novogorod drew 
from Conftantinople. The reprefentations in 
queftion, indeed, are fuch mere daubings, as 
not to have deferved a particular inquiry, if 
they had not affifted in illuftrating the progrefs 
of the liberal arts j and in afcertaining the 
early introdudion of painting into this coun- 
try, at a period when it was probably un* 
known even in Italy *. 

Several princes of the ducal family of RulTia 
are interred in this cathedral. The firfl: is Vlo- 
dimir Yaroflavitch, who was born in 1020, 
died in 105 1 f , and was buried in this church, 
which he himfelf had founded, and juft lived 
to fee completed. Bcfide his tomb, are thofe 
of his mother Anne, daughter of the eaftern 
emperor Romanus ; his wife Alexandra ; his 
brother Micflillaf and, laflly, of Feodor, bro- 
ther of Alexander Nevflvi, who died in 1228- 
The moft antient of thefe fepulchres are of 
carved wood gilt and filvered, and furrounded 
with iron rails ; the others are of brick and 

* Jam diu pingunt Rutheni, et quis credat? feculo 
doodecimo, fays Falconi. — SeeEflai fur la Bib. &c. p. 19. 
t S. R. G. vol. V. p. 399. 

Qji mortar. 
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mortar. Within the fanduary the walls are 
covered with Mofaic compartments, of coarfe 
workmanfhip, but curious as being very 
antient. 

Our landlord was a German j and his inn, 
though fmall, was one of the moft commo- 
dious we had hitherto met with in Ruflia : it 
was neatly furnirtied, and afforded us beds, an 
article of fmgular luxury in this country, 
which we had no fmall difficulty to procure 
even in the city of Mofcow. 

By the afliilance of our landlord we obtained 
the following lift of the price of provifions in 
thefe parts : 



Butcher's meat per Ruffian pound* - to o 2 

Black bread per ditto - - - .1 

White common ditto - - - i 

French ditto - - - - 2 

Butter ditto - . . , ^ 

Ten eggs fiom - - - - i^tooj 

Pair of fowls from - - i 3 to i 8 

Fatted goofe - ^ - i . 

Couple of wild ducks - - . 6 

Tame ditto - - - * 3 

Brace of partridges - - - 10 

Black game, cock and hen -16 

Hare - - - - - 

Quart of milk - - - - if 

Beft fpirituous liquors per quart i ci 



* A Ruirian pound = 14I; EngUfli ounces* 

Worft 



/ 
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Worftfort Si 

Pair of peafants leather fhoes -13 
Boots - - - - 4 10 

Round hat - - - - 13 
Peafant's fhirt, no collar or wrift- 7 ^ 
band, and very fliort - - 1 

Our coach was fo fliattered by the bad 
roads ; that we left it at Novogorod 5 and 
continued our journey in the common car- 
riages of the country, called kibitkas. A ki- 
buka is a fmall cart, capable of containing 
two perfons abreaft, while the driver fits upon 
the further extremity clofe to the horfes' tails. 
It is about five feet in length, and the hinder 
half is covered with a femicircular tilt, open 
n front like the top of a cradle, made of laths 
interwoven and covered with birch or beech- 
bark. There is not a piece of iron in the 
whole machine. It has no fprings, and is 
faftened by means of wooden pins, ropes, and 
flicks, to the body of the carriage. The 
Ruffians, when they travel in thefe kibitkas, 
place a feather-bed in the bottom, admirably 
calculated to break the intolerable jolts and 
concuflions, occafioned by the uneven timber 
roads. With this precaution a kibitkuy though 
inferior in fplendour, equals in comfort the 

0^3 moft 
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moft commodious vehicle. The traveller 
ftretches himfelf at his length upon the fea- 
ther-bed, and, if inclined, may dofe away the 
journey in perfed tranquillity. But being 
novices as to the beft method of equipping 
this fpecies of conveyance, we fuffered a layer 
of trunks and other hard baggage to be fub- 
ftituted in the place of feather-beds : thefe 
fubftances, fo much more bulky, and fo much 
lefs yielding than down, obliged us either to fit 
under the tilt in a Hoping pollure, or upon the 
narrow edge of the carriage ; in the alternate 
enjoyment of which delegable pofitions, we 
pafled twelve hours without intermiflion, and 
with no refrefhnient'. Thofe who have ever re- 
galed themfelves amidft a pile of loofe trunks 
and boxes in the balket of a heavy-laden ftage 
coach, over the roughcft pavement, would 
cfteem that mode of conveyance luxury to 
what we experienced. Our impatience, how- 
ever, to reach Peterfburgli beguiled in fome 
meafure the bruifes we received from our 
kibitkas and their contents ; and induced us 
to perfevere in our route till after ten at night; 
when, upon our being depofited in a fmall 
village, I had fcarcely ftrength remaining to 
crawl to fome frelli ftraw fpread for our beds 
in the comer of an unfurnifhed inn : with the 

comforts 
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comforts of this delightful place of repofe 
I was fo enamoured ; that I could not be pre- 
vailed upon to relinquifh it even for a few 
minutes, for the enjoyment of an excellent 
ragout prepared by our fervantj and which 
a conftant farting fmce nine in the morning, 
tended greatly to recommend. 

A tolerable night's reft, and the profped of 
only fifty miles between us and Peterfburgh, 
induced us to reaffume our former ftations, 
and to brave a repetition of our fatigue. 

The country we paffed through was ill 
calculated to alleviate our fufferings, by tranf- 
ferring our attention from ourfelves to the 
objedts around us. Excepting the environs 
of Novogorod, which were tolerably open ; 
the road made of timber, as defcribed on a 
former occafion, and as ftraight as an arrow, 
ran through a perpetual foreft, without the 
leaft intermixture of hill or dale, and with 
but few flips of cultivated ground. Through 
the dreary extent of no miles, the gloomy 
uniformity of the foreft was only broken by a 
few folitary villages at long diftances from 
each other, without the intervention of a 
fmgle houfe. Itchora, the laft village at 
which we changed horfes, though but 20 
miles from the capital, was fmall and wretch- 

0^4 ed; 
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cd ; and the adjacent country as inhofpitable 
and unpeopled as that we had already palled. 
About ten miles from Itchora we fuddenly 
turned to the right ; and the fcene inftantly 
brightened : the woods gave way to culti- 
vation ; the country began to be enlivened 
with houfes ; the inequalities of the timber 
road were fucceeded by the level of a fpacious 
caufeway equal to the fineft turnpikes of 
England , the end of each verft * was marked 
with fuperb milc-ftones of granite and mar- 
ble ; and a long avenue of trees was clofed at 
the diftance of a few miles with a view of 
Peterfburgh, the objedt of our wiflies, and 
the termination of our labours. 

* Throughout all the high roads of RulTia, each verft 
(or three quarters of a mile) is marked by a wooden poft^ 
about twelve feet in height, painted red. 
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CHAP. III. 

yujlijication of Peter the Great for transferring 
the feat of empire from Mofcow to %X.. Pe- 
terfburgh. — Defcription of the new metro- 
polis. — Its foundation and progrefs. — Circum- 
ference and population. — Inundations of the 
Neva. — Remarkable flood in the year 1777. 
— Bridge of pontoofis. — Plan for a bridge of 
a fingle arch acrofs the Neva. — Coloffal flatue 
of Peter the Great. — Account of the pedeftaly 
and of its conveyance to Peterlburgh. — Ge- 
neral obfervations on the weather at St. Pe- 
terfburgh during the winter of 1778. — Pre- 
cautions againft the cold. — Diverfions and 
winter fcencs upon the Neva. — Ice-hills. — 
Annual fair upon its frozen furface. 

SAINT Peterfburgh is fituated in the lati- 
tude of 59° 56' 23'' north, and longitude 
30"" 25^ eaft, from the firft meridian of Green- 
wich. It ftands upon the Neva, near the 
Gulf of Finland, and is built partly upon 
fome iflands in the mouth of that river, and 
partly upon the continent. Its principal 
divifions are as follow: i. The Admiralty 

quarter j 
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quarter; 2. The Vaflili Oftrof*; 3. The 
fortrefs; 4, The Illand of St. Peterfburgh; 
and 5- The various fuburbs, called the 
fuburbs of Livonia, of Mofcow, of Alexander 
Nevfki, and of Wiburgh. Their peculiar 
fituation, with refped to each other, will be 
better explained by the annexed plan of the 
town, than by the moft elaborate defcrip- 
tion. 

Peter the Great has incurred confiderable 
cenfure for transferring the leat of empire 
from Mofcow to Peterlburgh : it has been 
urged, with fome degree of plaufibility, that 
he was in effedt more an Aliatic than an 
European fovereign ; that Mofcow, lying 
nearer to the center of his dominions, was 
better calculated for the imperial relidence ; 
and that, by removing his capital, he negledted 
the interior provinces, and facrificed every 
other confideration to his prediledion for the 
fettlements upon the Baltic. 

But it by no means appears, that although 
Peterfburgh was thus fituated at the extremity 
of Ruflia, that therefore he negledled any other 
part of his vaft dominions. On the con- 
trary, he was no lefs attentive to his Afiatic 



* Oftrof fignifies Ifland. 

than 
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than to his European provinces : his repeated 
negotiations with the Chinefe j his campaigns 
againft the Turks ; and his conqueft of the 
Perfian provinces, which border upon the 
Cafpian, prove the truth of this aflertion. 
It is no lefs obvious, that Europe was the 
quarter from whence the greateft danger to 
his throne impended ; that the Swedes were 
his moft formidable enemies ; and that from 
them the very exiftence of his empire was 
threatened with annihilation. It was not 
by leading his troops againft the defultory 
bands of Turks or Perfian s, that he was able 
to acquire a folid military force; but by 
training them to endure the firm attack of 
regular battalions, and to learn to conquer at 
laft by repeated defeats : with this defign, 
the nearer he fixed his feat to the borders of 
Sweden, whofe veterans had long been the 
terror of the north, the more readily his troops 
would imbibe their military fpirit, and learn, 
by encountering them, their well-regulated 
manoeuvres. Add to this, that the protec- 
tion of the new commerce, which he opened 
through the Baltic, depended upon the creation 
and maintenance of a naval force, which re- 
quired his immediate and almoft continual in- 
(pedion. To this circumftance alone is owing 

the 
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the rapid and refpedlable rife of the Ruffian 
power ; its preponderance in the north j and 
its pohtical importance in the fcale of Europe, 
In a word, had not Peter I. transferred the 
feat of government to the fhores of the Baltic ; 
the Ruffian navy had never rode triumphant 
in the Turkifh feas ; and Catharine II. had 
never ftood forth what flie now is, the arbi- 
trefs of the north, and the mediatrix * of 
Europe. 

Thus much wich refpedl to the political 
confequence which Ruffia derived from the 
pofition of the new metropolis. Its inter- 
nal improvement, the great objedt of Peter's 
reign, was confiderably advanced by approach- 
ing the capital to tlie more civilized parts of 
Europe : by this means he drew the nobility 
from their rude magnificence and feudal dig- 
nity at Mofcow to a, more immediate de- 
pendence upon the fovereign ; to more polifhed 
manners ; to a greater degree of focial inter- 
courfe. Nor was there any other caufe, per- 
haps, which fo much tended to promote his 
plans for the civilization of his fubjeds, as 
the removal of the imperial feat from the iii- 

* It muft be remembered, that Catharine II. mediated 
the peace of Tefchen, in i779> between the emperor of 
Germany and the king of Pruffia. 

land 
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land provinces to the Gulf of Finland. For 
the nearer the refidence of the monarch is 
bi-ouglit to the more polifhed nations; the 
more frequent will be the intercourfc with 
them, and the more eafy the adoption of their 
arts; and in no other parts could the influx 
of foreigners be fo great as where they were 
allured by commerce. 

In oppofition, therefore, to the cenfurers 
of Peter, we cannot but efteem this ad: as 
extremely beneficial : and we might even ven- 
ture to aflert, that if, by any revolution of 
Europe, this empire fliould lofe its acquifitions 
on the Baltic ; if the court fliould repair to 
Mofcow, and maintain a fainter connedion 
with the European powers before any eflential 
reformation in the manners of the people 
fliould have taken place ; Ruflia would foon 
relapfe into her original barbarifm ; and no 
traces of the memorable improvements intro- 
duced by Peter I. and Catharine IL' would be 
found but in the annals of hiftory. 

As I walked about this metropolis I was 
iilled with aftonifliment upon refleding, that 
So late as the beginning of this century, the 
ground on which Peterlburgh now ftands was 
^nly a vaft morafs occupied by a few fiflier- 
men's huts. The firft building of the city 

is 
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is fo recent as to be almoft remembered by 
fome perfons who are now alive ; and its 
gradual progrefs is accordingly traced without 
the leaft difficulty. Peter the Great had no 
fooner wrefted Ingria from the Swedes, and 
advanced the boundaries of his empire to the 
ftiores of the Baltic ; than he determined to 
ere<ft a fortrefs upon a fmall ifland in the 
mouth of the Neva, for the purpofe of fecuring 
his conquefts, and opening a new channel of 
commerce *• As a prelude to this under- 
taking, a fmall battery was immediately raifed 
on another ifland of the Neva, upon the fpot 
now occupied by the Academy of Sciences ; 
and it was commanded by Vaflili Demitrievitch 
Kotflimin. All the orders of the emperor 
fent to this officer were direded Vaffili na 
Oftrof, To Vaffili upon the ifland ; and hence 
this part of the town was called Vaflili Ollrof, 
or the Ifland of Vaflili. 

The fortrefs was begun on the 16 th of 
May, 1703; and, notwithfl:anding all the ob- 
ftrudions ariflng from the marfliy nature of 
the ground, and the inexperience of the work- 
men i a fmall citadel furrounded with a ram- 

* See Hift. Gcog. and Top. Befchrcibung der Stadt 
S. Pet. in the Journal of St. Pet, for 1779, 
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part of earth, and ftrengthened with fix baf- 
tions, was completed in a {hort fpace of time. 
An author *, who was in Ruffia at that pe- 
riod, informs us,- " that the labourers were 
" not furnifhed with the neceflary tools, as 
** pick-axes, fpades and fhovels, wheel-bar- 
" rows, planks, and the like; notwithftand- 
ing which, the work went on with fuch 
** expedition, that it was furprizing to fee 
" the fortrefs raifed within lefs than five 
" months, though the earth, which is very 
" fcarce thereabouts, was, for the greater part, 
" carried by the labourers in the fkirts of 
" their clothes, and in bags made of rags 
" and old mats, the ufe of wheel-barrows 
** being then unknown to them." 

Within the fortrefs a few wooden habita- 
tions were eredted. For his own immediate 
refidence Peter alfo ordered, in the beginning 
of the year 1703, a fmall hut to be raifed in 
an adjacent ifland, which he called the ifland 
of St. Peteriburgh, and from which the new 
metropolis has taken its name : this hut was 
low and fmall ; and is ftill preferved in me- 
mory of the fovereign who condefcended to 
dwell in it. Near it was foon afterwards 

* Perry's State of Ruflia, vol. I. p. 300. 

conftruded 
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conftrudled another wooden habitation, but 
larger and more commodious, in which prince 
Mentchikof rcfided, and gave audience to fo- 
reign miniftcrs. At a fmall diftance was an 
inn, much frequented by the courtiers and 
perfons of all ranks ; to which Peter himfelf, 
on Sundays after divine-fervice, frequently re- 
paired ; and \\'ould there drink with his fuite 
and others who happened to be prefent, as 
fpedtators of the fire-works and diverfions, 
which were exhibited by his orders. 

On the 30th of May, 1706, Peter ordered 
the ramparts of earth to be demoHlhed, and 
began the foundation of the new fortrefs on 
the fame fpot. In 17 10, count Golovkin 
built the firft edifice of brick ; and in the 
following year the tzar, with his own hand, 
laid the foundation of an houfe, to be eredled 
with the fame materials *. From thefe fmall 
beginnings rofe the prefent metropolis of the 
Ruffian empire ; and in lefs than nine years 
after the firft wretched hovels of wood were 
ereded, the feat of empire was transferred! 
from Mofcow to Peterfburgh, 

The defpotic authority of Peter, and his 
2eal for the improvement of the new capital, 

♦ Journal St. Pet. for 1779. 

will 
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will appear from the following orders iiiued 
by his command. In 1714 he publifhed a 
mandate, that all buildings upon the ifland of 
St. Peterfburgh, and in the Admiralty Quar- 
ter, particularly thofe upon the banks of the 
Neva, fhould be conftrudcd after the German 
manner with timber and brick; that each of 
the nobility and principal merchants fhould 
be obliged to have an houfe in Peterfburgh ; 
that every large veffel navigating to the city 
fhould bring 30 flones, every fmall one 10, 
and every peafant's waggon three, towards 
the conflrudlion of the bridges and other 
public works : that the tops of the houfes 
fhould be no longer covered with birch- 
planks, and bark, fo dangerous in cafe of fire, 
but fhould be roofed with tiles or clods of 
earth. In 171 6 a regular plan * for the 
new city was approved by Peter; according 
to which the principal part of the new metro- 
polis was to be fituated in the Vaffili Oflrof ; 
and, in imitation of the Dutch towns, canals 
were to be cut through the principal flreets, 
and to be lined with avenues of trees. This 
plan, however, was never carried into execu- 

* The reader will find a delineation of this plan in 
Perry's Sftate of Ruflia. 

Voi. II, R lion. 
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tion. Under the emprefs Anne, the imperial 
refidence was removed to the Admiralty Quar- 
ter. The nobility foon followed the example 
of the fovereign ; and at prefent, if we except 
fome of the public edifices, and the row of 
houfes fronting the Neva; the VaiTiH Oftrof 
is the worft part of the city, and alone contains 
more wooden buildings than all the other 
quarters. 

Succeeding fovereigns have continued to 
embellifh Peterfburgh, but none more than 
the prefent emprefs ; who may, without exag- 
geration, be called its fecond foundrefs. Not- 
withftanding, however, all thefc improvements, 
it bears every mark of an infant city, and is 
ftill, as Mr. Wraxall * juftly obferves, " only 
an immenfe outline, which will require fu- 
ture emprefles and almoft future ages to 
complete." The ftreets in general are 
broad and fpacious ; and three of the 
principal ftreets, which meet in a point at the 
Admiralty, and reach to the extremities of 
the fuburbs, are at leaft two miles in length, 
Moft of them are paved ; but a few are ftill 
fuffered to remain floored with planks. In 

♦ Wraxall's Tour, p. 231. 
• t They are moftly as broad as Oxford- Strcy^t: thofc 
with canals much broader. 

feveral 
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feveral parts of the metropolis, particularly 
in the Vaffili Oftrof, v/ooden houfes and ha- 
bitations, fcarcely fuperior to common cot- 
tages, are blended with the public buildings ; 
but this motley mixture is far lefs common 
than at Mofcow, where alone can be formed 
a true idea of an antient Ruffian city. 

The brick houfes are ornamented with a 
white ftucco, which has led feveral travellers 
to fay that they are built with ftone j whereas, 
unlefs I am greatly miftaken, there are only 
two ftone ftrudures in all Peterfburgh; the 
one is the church of St. Ifaac, of hewn granite, 
and marble columns, but not yet finifhed j the 
other is the marble palace conftrufted at the 
cxpence of the emprefs, on the banks of the 
' Neva, facing ihe citadel. Her Imperial ma- 
jefty gaye this fuperb edifice to prince Orlof ; 
and, at his death, purchafed it from his execu- 
tor for 2,000,000 of roubles- The ftyle of 
architedture is magnificent but heavy : the front 
is compofed of polilhed granite and marble, 
and is finifhed with fuch nicety, and in a ftyle 
fo fuperior to the contiguous buildings, that it 
has the appearance of having been tranfported 
to the prefent fpot, like the palace in ^ the 
Arabian tales, raifed by the enchantment of 
Aladdin's lamp. It contains forty rooms upon 

R 2 each 
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each floor, and is fitted up in a ftyle of fuch 
profulion and fplendour, that the expence of 
the furniture amounted to 1,500,000 rou- 
bles. 

The monfions of the . nobihty are many of 
them vafl piles of building, but are not in 
general upon fo large and magnificent a fcale 
as feveral I obferved at Mofcow : they are 
furnilhed with great coft, and in the fame 
elegant ftyle as at Paris or London. They 
are fituated chiefly on the fouth fide of the 
Neva, either in the Admiralty Quarter, or in 
the fuburbs of Livonia and Mofcow, which 
are the fineft parts of the city. 

The views upon the banks of the Neva 
exhibit the moft grand and lively fcenes I 
ever beheld. That river is in many places 
as broad as the Thames at London : it is 
alfo deep, rapid, and as tranfparent as chryftal ; 
and its banks are lined on each lide with a 
continued range of handfome buildings. On 
the north fide the fortrefs, the Academy of 
Sciences and the Academy of Arts are the 
nioft ftriking objcds ; on the oppofite fide 
are the Imperial palace, the Admiralty, the 
manlions of many Ruflian nobles, and the 
Englilli line, fo called becaufe (a few houfes 
excepted) the whole row is occupied by the 

Englilh 
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Engli{h merchants. In the front of thefe 
buildings, on the fouth fide, is the Quay, 
which Itretches for three miles, except where 
it is interrupted by the Admiralty j and the 
Neva, during the whole of that fpace, has 
been lately embanked, at the expence of the 
emprefs, by a wall, parapet, and pavement of 
hewn granite; a moft elegant and durable 
monument of imperial munificence. The ca- 
nal of Catharine, and of the Fontanha, which 
are feveral miles in length, have been lately 
embanked in the fame manner, and add greatly 
to the ornament of the city. 

The quantity of poliflied granite ufed in 
thefe public works is fufficient to aftonifh an 
European architect, when he conliders the 
hardnefs of the ftone, and with what difficulty 
it is fafhioned and polifhed. Indeed, I have 
frequently viewed with furprize the procefs 
employed by the commoneft Ruffian work- 
men, in fmoo thing the granite. They n>ake 
ufe of an iron hammer with a fteel edge, 
with which they batter the ftone. The quan- 
tity which flies off at each ftroke, is almoft 
imperceptible ; but by repeatedly applying 
the edge to the fame place, the prominent 
particles are worn away, and the ftone be- 
comes perfedly fmooth. To this gradual at- 

R 3 trition 
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trition may be applied the proverb, Gutta 
cavat lapidem *. 

Peterfburgh, although it is more compadt 
than the other Rufiian cities, and has the 
houfes in many ftreets contiguous to each 
other J yet ftill bears a refemblance to the 
towns of this country, and is built in a very 
ftraggling manner. By an order lately ilTued 
from government, the city has been enclofed 
within a rampart, the circumference whereof 
is 21 verfts, or 14 Englifh miles. 

The average population of Peterfburgh may 
be colledled from the following lift of births 
and deaths during feven years. 

* A drop of water (continually falling upon the famq 
place) hollows a ftone. 
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BIRTHS. DEATHS, 

Males 2459_,-gj Males 3137 -,„q 

'771 Females 2^22'^^^^ Females i642~+779 

1772 - - =4759 - - =4727 

1773 - - =5483 - - =5031 
Males 2839__ Males 2899_ « 

"74 Females 2^9^'^^^' Females 1SS9~^^^ 

1775 - - =4961 - - =3107 

1776 ^^'"^^ 28i6_ Males 2694. , 
"7° Females 258i-5397 Females 1769-4403 



Natives. 
Males 2717 
Females 2618 

1777 Foreigners. 

Males 265 
Females 2 54 , 



^5854 



Natives. 
Males 31 17 
Female? 2043 

Foreigners. 

Males 265 
Females 235. 



5660 



Total of births for 7 7 , , Total of? , 

years - • j 3^>^72 deaths J 32,1^5 

Annual average of births, omitting fmall ) « 
fraftions - - - - j 5^3 

^ - • of deaths - . • 4594 

By multiplying the births 5238 by 25, the 
fum is 134,950 ; and the deaths 4594 by 26, 
the fum is 1 1 9,444. By taking the me- 
dium, therefore, between thefe two fums, 
we have 126,697 for the number of inhabi- 
tants 

Peterifburgh, 

* Sufslick eftimates the population of Peterfburgh at 
133,196, by multiplying the births with 28 ; and 132,990, 
by multiplying the deaths by 26; neither of which numbers 
differs eflentially from the average number in the text : he 

R 4 addsj 
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Peterfburgh, from its low and marfhy 
fituation, is fubjed to inundations, which 
have occafionally rilen fo high as to threaten 
the town with a total fubmerlion. Thefe 
floods are chiefly occafioned by a weft or 
fouth-weft wind, which, blowing directly 
from the gulf, obftrudls the current of the 
Neva, and caufes a vaft accumulation of its 
waters. On the i6th of November we had 
nearly perfonal experience of this dreadful 
calamity. Being invited to a mafquerade at 
the Cadet's in the Vaflili Oftrof, on our 
approach to the bridge, we perceived that a 
ftormy weft wind had already fo much fwellcd 
the river as confiderably to elevate the pon- 
toons i and the tenUon of the bridge was fo 
great as to endanger its being broken to 
pieces. Inftead, therefore, of repairing to 
the mafquerade, we returned home; and 
waited for fome hours in awful expedlation of 
an immediate deluge. Providentially, how- 
ever, a fudden change of wind preferved Pe- 
terlburgh from the impending cataftrophe, 

adds, that Peterfburgh is the only large town in which 
there are more births than deaths. Upon the whole, the 
population of Peterfburgh may be eftimated in round num- 
bers at 130,000 of fouls. See Sufslick Gottliche Ordnung^ 
vol. III. p. 650. 

and 
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and the inhabitants from an ahiioft iiniverfal 
confternation, which their recent fufferings 
had imprefled upon their minds. I allude 
to the flood which overwhelmed the town 
in the month of September, 1777, and whofe 
effects are thus defcribed : " In the evening 
of the 9th, a violent ftorm of wind blowing 
at firft S. W. and afterwards W. raifed the 
Neva and its various branches to fo great 
an height ; that at five in the morning the 
" waters poured over their banks, and fud- 
denly overflowed the town, but more par- 
ticularly the VafiiU Oftrof and the ifland 
of St. Peterlburgh. The torrent rofe in 
feveral ftreets to the depth of four feet 
" and an halfj and overturned, by its rapi- 
dity, various buildings and bridges. About 
feven, the wind fhifting to N. W the flood 
fell as fuddenly ; and at mid-day mofl: of 
the fl:reets, which in the morning could 
only be pafl'cd in boats, became dry. For 
a fhort time the river rofe i o feet 7 inches 
above its ordinary level -f*." 

The 

* Journ. St. Pet. Sept. 1777. 

t Mr. Kraft, profefTor of experimental philofophy In the 
Imperial Academy of Sciences, has written a judicious 
treatife upon the inundation of the Neva; from which the 
following obfervatiofls are extracted* Thefe floods are 

lefs 
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The oppofite divifions of PeteHburghj, 
fituated on each fide of the Neva, are con- 

neded 

lefs alarming than formerly, as the fwelHng of the river ta 
about fix feet above its ufual level, which ufed to overflow 
the whole town, has no longer any efPedl, excepting upon 
the lower parts of Peterfburgh ; a circumftance owing to 
the gradual raifmg of the ground by buildings and other 
caufes. 

Upon tracing the principal inundations, the profefTor in- 
forms us, that the moft antient, of which there is any tra- 
dition, happened in 1691, and is mentioned by Weber, 
from the account of fome fifliermen inhabiting near Nief- 
chants, a Swedifh redoubt upon the Neva, about three 
miles from the prefent fortrefs of Peterfburgh. At that 
period the waters ufually rofe every five years ; and the in- 
habitants of that diftri£l no fooner perceived the particular 
ftorms which they had been taught from fatal experience 
to confider as forerunners of a flood, than they took, their 
hovels to pieces, and, joining the timbers together in the 
form of rafts, fafl:ened them to the fummits of the higheft 
trees, and repaired to the mountain of Duderof, which is 
diftant fix miles from their place of abode, where they 
waited until the waters I'ubfided, 

The higheft inundations, excepting the laft of 1777, 
were thofe of the ift of November, 1726, when the waters 
rofe 8 feet 2 inches; and on the 2d of October, 1752, 
when they rofe 8 feet 5 inches. 

From a long courfe of obfervations the profeflTor draws 
the following conclufion. The higheft floods, namely, 
thofe which rife about fix feet, have generally happened in 
one of the four laft months of the year : no fenfible eflFedl 
is ever produced by rain or fhow i a fwell is fometimes oc- 

cafione4 
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neded by a bridge on pontoons, which, on 
account of the large mafles of ice driven 
down the ftream from the Lake Ladoga, was 
ufually removed * when they firft made their 

cafioned by the accumulation of mafles of ice at the mouth 
of the Neva 5 but the principal caufcs of the overflowing of 
that river are derived from violent ftorms and winds blow- 
ing S. W. W, or N. W. which ufually prevail at the au- 
tumnal equinox 5 and the height of the waters is always ia 
proportion to the violence and duration of thofe winds. 
In a word, the circ\4mftances moft liable to promote the 
overflowings of the Neva, are when, at the autumnal equi- 
nox, three or four days before or after the full or new 
moon, that luminary being near her perigaeum, a violent 
N. W. wind drives the waters of the Northern Ocean, 
during the influx of the tide, into the Baltic, and is ac- 
companied, or inftantaneoufly fucceeded by a S. W. wind 
in that fea and the Gulf of Finland. All thefe circum- 
ftances concurred at the inundation of 1777: it happened 
two days before the autumnal equinox, four before the full 
moon, two after her paflTmg through the perigapum, and by 
a ftorm at S, W. which was preceded by ftrong W. winds 
in the Northern Ocean, and llrong N. winds at the mouth 
of the Baltic. 

See Notices et Remarques fur les debordemens de la 
Neva a St. Peterfbourg accompagnees d'une carte repre- 
fentant la crue et la diminution des eaux, &c. — In Nov. 
Ac. Pet. for 1777, P. II. p. 47. to which excellent trea- 
tife I would refer the curious reader for further informa- 
tion. 

* This bridge was, in December of 1779^ replaced for 
the lirft time, and continued during the winter ; a pradlice 
which has been fince renewed, and renders the communi- 
cation more convenient, * 

appearance ; 
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appearance ; and for a few days, until the 
river was frozen hard enough to bear carriages, 
there was no communication betv/een the op- 
pofite parts of the tov/n. 

The depth of the river renders it extremely 
difficult to build a ftone bridge; and if one 
lliould be conftruded, it would probably be 
deftroyed by the vaft fhoals of ice, which 
in the beginning of winter are hurried down 
the rapid ftrcam of the Neva. In order to 
remedy this inconvenience, a Ruffian peafant 
has projected the fublime plan of throwing a 
wooden bridge of a fingle arch acrofs the river, 
which in its narrowell part is 980 feet in 
breadth. The artill has executed a model 
98 feet in length, which I examined with 
great attention, as he explained its propor- 
tion and mechanifm. 

The bridge is upon the fame principle with 
that of Schaffliaufcn, excepting that the me- 
chanilin is more complicated, and that the 
road is not fo level. I fliall attempt to de- 
fcribe it by fuppofing it finiffied, as that will 
convey the beft idea of the plan. The bridge 
is roofed at the top, and covered at the fides : 
it is formed by four frames of timber, two on 
each fide, compofed of various beams or trufies, 
which fupport the whole machine. The road 
§ is 



f 
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is not, as is ufual, carried over the top of the 
arch, but is fufpended in the middle. 

The following proportions I noted down, 
as they were explained to me by the artift. 

Length of the abutment on the north end 658 feet. 
Span of the arch - - - gSo 

Length of the abutment on the fouth end 658 
Length of the whole ftrudurc, including 1 ^^^^ 

the abutments - - - 1 

The plane of the road upon its firft afcent 

makes an angle of five degrees with the 

ordinary furface of the river. 

Mean level of the river to the top of the 7 

u J • u }■ 168 

bridge in the center - - - J 

Ditto to the bottom of the bridge in the J 



center 



42 



Height of the bridge from the bottom to 7 
the top in the center - - - 1 

Height from the bottom of the bridge in 7 

the center to the road - - - j ^ 

Height from the bottom of ditto to the 7 

water - - - - - 3 ^ 

Height from the water to the fpring of the 7 ^ 
arch - - • • .1 

So that there is a difFerence 0/35 feet between 
the road at the fpring of the arch, and the 
road at the center j in other words, an afcent 
of 35 feet in half 980, or in the fpace of 490 
feet, which is little more tfian eight-tenths of 
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an inch to a foot*- The bridge is broadeft 
towards the fides, and diminifhes towards the 
center. 

In the broadeft part it is - - 168 feet. 

In the center or narroweft - - 42 
The breadth of the road is - • 28 

The artill informed me, that to complete 
the bridge would require 49,650 iron nails, 
12,908 large trees, 5,500 beams to ftrengthen . 
them, and that it would coil: 300,000 roubles, 
or jT. 60,000. He fpeaks of this bold pro- 
ject with the ufual warmth of genius ; and is 
perfedlly convinced that it would be pradli- 
cable. I muft own that I am of the fame 
opinion, though I hazard it with great diffi- 
dence. What a noble effed would be pro- 
duced by a bridge ftriking acrofs the Neva, 
with an arch 980 feet wide, and towering 168 
feet from the furface of the water ! The 
defcription of fuch a bridge feems almoft 
chimerical ; and yet, upon infpedlion of the 
model, we become reconciled to the idea. 
But whether the execution of this ftupendous 
work may be deemed poflible or notj the 
model itfelf is worthy of attention, and re- 



* The afcent of the road of the bridge at SchafFhaufcn 
is barely four-tenths of an inch in a foot. 

7 fleas 
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flefts the higheft honour on the inventive 
faculties of that unimproved genius; it is fo 
compadly conftruited, and of fuch uniform 
folidity, that it has fupported 3540 pood, or 
127,440 pounds, without having in the leaft 
fwerved from its direction, which I am told is 
far more, in proportion to its fize, than the 
bridge, if completed, would have occafion to 
fuftain from the prefliire of the carriages added 
to its own weight. 

The perfon who projefted this plan is a 
common Ruffian peafant ; and, like the Swifs 
carpenter who built the bridge of S chaff- 
haufen*, polTelTed of but little knowledge 
in the theory of mechanics. This extra- 
ordinary genius was apprentice to a fhop- 
keeper at Nifhnei Novogorod: oppofite to 
his dwelling was a wooden clock, which ex- 
cited his curiofity. By repeated examinations 
he comprehended the internal ftrufture, and, 
without any* affiftance, formed one exadlly 
limilar in its proportion and materials. His 
fuccefs in this firft elTay urged him to under- 
take the conftrudlion of metal clocks and 
watches^ The emprefs, hearing of thefe 

* For the account of the bridge of SchafFhaufen, fee 
Travels in Switzerland, Letter II. 



wonderful 
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wonderful exertions of his native genius, 
took him under her protedion, and fent him 
to England ; from whence, on account of the 
difficulties attending his ignorance of the lan- 
guage, he foon returned to Ruffia. I faw 
a repeating watch of his workmanfhip at the 
Academy of Sciences : it is about the bignefs 
of an egg ; in the infide is reprefented the 
tomb of our Saviour, with the ftone at the 
entrance, and the centinels upon duty; fud- 
denly the ftone is removed, the centinels fall 
down, the angels appear, the women enter 
the fupulchrc, and the fame chant is heard 
which is performed on Eafter-eve. Thefe 
are trifling, although curious performances ; 
but the very planning of the bridge was a 
moH: fublime conception. This perfon, whofe 
name is Kulibin, bears the appearance of a 
Ruffian pealant ; he has a long beard, and 
wears the common drefs of the country. He 
receives a penfion from the emprefs, and is 
encouraged to follow the bent of his mecha- 
nical genius. 

One of the nobleft monuments, as my in- 
genious friend Mr. Wraxall obferves, of the 
gratitude and veneration paid to P^^te^ I. * 

} 

* Wraxall's Tour, p. 224, 

IS 
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is the eqiieftriari ftatue of that monarch in 
bronze: it is of a Coloffal fize, and is the 
work of Monfieur Falconet, the celebrated 
French ftatuary, caft at the expence of Catha- 
rine 11. in honour of her great predecelTor, 
whom fhe reveres and imitates. It reprefents 
that monarch in the attitude of mounting a 
precipice, the fummit of which he has nearly 
attained. He appears crowned with laurel, 
in a loofe Afiatic veft, and fitting on a houfi ng 
of bear-fkin : his right hand is ftretched out 
as in the ad: of giving benedidion to his peo- 
ple j and his left holds the reins. The defign 
is mafterly, and the attitude is bold and fpirit- 
cd. If there be anydefedt in the figure, it 
confifts in the flat pofition of the right hand ; 
and, for this reafon, the view of the left fide 
is the moft ftriking, where the whole appear- 
ance is graceful and animated. The horfe is 
rearing upon its hind legs; and its tail, 
which is full and flowing, flightly touches a 
bronze ferpent, artfully contrived to afllft in 
fupporting the vaft weight of the fl:atue in 
due equilibrium. The artift has, in this no- 
ble effay of his genius, reprefented Peter as 
the l^iflator of his country, without any al- 
lufion to conqueft and bloodfhed j wifely pre- 
ferring his civil quaUties to his military ex- 
Vol. IL S ploits. 
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ploits *. The contraft between the comppfed 
tranquilhty of Peter (though perhaps not ab- 
folutely charadteriftic) and the fire of the 
horfe, eager to prefs forwards, is very ftriking. 
The fmiplicity of the infcription correfponds 

* Monfieur Falconet has ably refuted the cenfures urged 
a:5ainft his ftatue on this account. See his Letter to Di- 
derot, in " Pieces written by Monf. Falconet/* tranflated 
by Mr. Tooke, p. 47. The reader will alfo find in that 
work an engraving of the ftatue. I have endeavoured/* 
faid Monfieur Falconet to Mr. Wraxall, " to catch, as 
far as poflible, the genuine feelings of the Mufcovite 
^ Icgiflator, and to give him fuch an expreffion as himfelf 
would have owned. I have not decked his perfon with 
emblems of Roman confulage, or placed a marechal's 
^ baton in his hand: an ancient drefs would have been 
^ unnatural, and the Ruflian he wifhed to abolifli. The 
(kin on which he is feated, is emblematical of the nation 
« he refined. PofEbly," faid M. Falconet, the czai' 
would have afked me why I did not put a labre into his 
hand 5 but, perhaps, he made too great ufe of it when 
" alive, and a fculptor ought only to exhibit thpfe parts of 
a charafter which rcfleft honour on it, and rather to 
*^ draw a veU acrofe the errors and vices which tarniih it* 
A laboured panegyrick would have been equally injudi- 
cious and unnecelTary, fmce hiftory has already perform- 
" cd that office with impartial jufticc, and held up his 
^ name to univerfal regard ; and I muft do her prefent 
majefty the juftice to fay, (he had tafte and difcernroent 
« enough perfedly to fee this, and to prefer the prefent 
" ftiort infcription to any other which could be compofed/" 
Wraxall's Tour, p, 2x5—227, 

to 
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to the fublimity of the defign, and is far pre- 
ferable to a pompous detail of exalted virtues, 
which the voice of flattery applies to every 
fovereign without diftinftion. It is elegantly 
finifhed in brafs charadters, on one fide in 
Latin, and on the oppofite in Ruffian. 

PETRO PRIMO *, I PETRU PERVOMU, 
tATHARlNA SECUNDA EKA.THERENA VTORAIVA 
1782. I 1782. 

When Falconet had conceived the defign of 
his ftatue, the pedeftal of which was to be 
formed by an huge rock , he carefully ex- 
amined the environs of Peterfburghj if, among 
the detached pieces of granite J, which are 

fcattered 

* Catharine II. to Peter L 

f " Pour marquer a pofterite^ d^ou cdt heros legiflateur 
^ etoit parti, et quels obftacles il avoit furmonte.'^ — ^De«* 
fcription d'une Pierre pour fervir de Piedeftal, &c. in 
Haygold's Rufsland, V. IL p. 21 it 

% The pedeftal is a reddifli granite, in which the micae 
trc very large and refplendent. This circumftance in- 
duced a perfon, who has publiflied an account of it, and 
Was willing to make a prodigy where there is none, to 
give the following ridiculous and exaggerated defcriptioa 
upon breaking part of it afunder. 

^ Ce qui furtout frappa d'etonnement^ c'etoit Tinterieur 
de la pierre. Un coup de foudre Tavoit endommage 
«^ d'un cote. On abbattit ce morceau, & Ton vit, au lieu 
^ de parties homogenes, un aflemblage de tcuies fortes di 

S 2 ^ perns 
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/battered about thefe parts, one could be found 
of magnitude correfpondent to the dimenfions 
of the equeftrian figure. After confiderable 
refearch, he difcovered a ftupendous mafs half 
buried in the midft of a morafs. The expence 
and difficulty of tranfporting it were no ob- 
llacles to Catharine II. By her order the 
morafs was immediately drained ; a road was 
cut through a foreft, and carried over the 
marfhy ground ; and the ftone, which after it 
had been fomewhat reduced weighed at leaft 
1500 tons, was removed to Peterlburgh. 

This more than Roman work was, in lefs 
than fix months from the time of its firft dif- 
covery, accomplirtied by a windlafs, and by 
means of large fridion-balls alternately placed 
and removed in grooves fixed on each fide of 
the road. In this manner it was drawn, with 
forty men feated upon its top, about four miles 
to the banks of the Neva j there it was em- 
barked in a velTel conftruded on purpofe to 
receive it, and thus conveyed about the fame 

" picrres fines fcf precleufes. Cetolent des Crtftauxy its 
« ylgathes, des Grenats^ des Topazes^ des Cornalincs^ dts 
« Amethyjiis^ qui ofFroient aux yeux des furieux ui 
« fpeftacle, aufli nouveau que magnifiquc, & auj^^hyficiens 
un objct dc rcchcrches dc$ plus intereflldft^" Ibid, 
p. 212. 

diflance 
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diftance by water to the fpot where it now 
ftands. When landed at Peterlburgh it was 
42 feet Jong at the bafe, 36 at the top, 21 
thick, and 17 high : a bulk greatly furpafling; 
in weight the rnoft boafted monuments of 
Roman grandeur 5 which, according to the 
fond admirers of antiquity, would have baffled 
the Ikill of modern mechanics j and were 
alone fufficient to render confpicuous the reign 
of the moll degenerate emperors. 

The pedeftal, however, though ftill of pro- 
digious magnitude, is far from retaining its 
original dimenfions ; as, in order to form a 
proper ftation for the ftatue, and to reprefent 
an afcent, the fummit whereof the horfe is en- 
deavouring to attain, its bulk has been necef- 
farily diminiflied. But I could not obferve, 
without regret, that the artift has been defirous 
to improve upon nature ; and in order to pro- 
duce a refemblance of an abrupt broken pre- 
cipice, has been too lavifh of the chillel. It 
appeared to me, that the art was too confpicu- 
ous i and that the effedl would have been far 
more fublime, if the ftone had been left as 
much as poffible \n its rude ftate, a vaft un- 
wieldy ftupendous mafs. 

The ftatue was erected on the pedeftal on 
the 27th of Auguft, 1782. The ceremony 

S 3 w^s 
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was performed with great iblemnity, and was 
accompanied with a folemn inauguration. At 
the fame time the emprefs ifliied a proclama- 
tion, in which, among other inftances of her 
clemency, fhe pardons all criminals under fen- 
tence of death j all defertcrs, who fhould return 
to their refpedtive corps within a limited timfe j 
and releafes all criminals condemned to hard la- 
bour, provided they had not been guilty of 
murder* 

Having .pafled feveral months in Ruflia, I 
lhall here throw together fuch fadts and obfer- 
vations as occurred to me concerning the ftatc 
of the weather, and the effedts of the cold in 
this fevere climate. 

During our journey from Mofcow to Pe- 
terfburgh, in the month of September, we 
found the weather very changeable, the au- 
tumnal rains being extremely frequent and 
heavy*. The mornings and evenings were 

extremely 

♦ In 30 days it rained 24 ; and the quantity of water 
which fell at St. Peterlburgh in the month of September 
O. S. was equal to 2\ Englifli inches in depth. 

From accurate obfervations during fourteen years to 
afcertain the quantity of rain and fnow which fell at St. Pe- 
ter(burgh, the refult was, that the average annujcl duration 
of fnowy and rainy weather was equal to 42 times 24 hours, 
or fomcthing lefs than the ninth part of the year. From 
9 acourfe 
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extremely cold ; and, whenever it did not rain, 
we generally obferved that the grafs and trees 
were covered with a white froft. Upon our 
arrival at Peterfburgh on the 29th of Septem- 
ber N. S, the winter was not yet fet in : in 
Odober the weather, for the firft twenty days, 
was the moft part rainy ; and the mercury, in 
Fahrenheit's thermometer, was feldom below 
freezing point, and moftly fluctuated between 
32 and 44, The firft fnow made its appear- 



a cotirfe of ten years obfervations it appeared, that rain 
fell during fome part of 103 days, and fiiow during feme 
part of 72 J dttid that if the year was divided into twelve parts, 
a fourth was fine weather, a third rain, and a fifth fnow. 

The whole quantity of rain and fnow water, taken toge- 
ther, which fell in the courfe of a year, was in the following 
proportion : 



January 




February 


0,979 


March - - - 


0,801 


April - - . 
May - - . 


1,246 


i>335 


June - - 


3,116 


July - - 


2,760 


Auguft - - - 


2,671 


September 


3A73 


Oaober 


2>493 


NoVcmber 


i>5i3 


December 


0,979 




22,345- 



sinchesa 



The average quantity of raiii which falls in Londori in 
the courfe of a year is equal to i9>24i. 

S 4 ancc 
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ance in fleet on the 9th, and the following day 
it came down in flakes and in large quanti- 
tiiCs : on the 24th the mercury fuddenly funk 
t6 25 ; but in the enfuing morning if rofe 
above freezing point ; there came a fudden 
thaw i and all the fnow dilappe;^*ed in a few 
hours. The fummer and winter are not, as 
in our climate, gradually divided by a fpring 
and autumn of any length, but feem almoft 
to fucceed each other. 

On the 15th of November the Neva* 

was 

♦ The freezing of the Neva is not attended with any 
peculiarities which diftinguifh it from other rivers. Th^ 
following circumftances, which fell under my obfcrvation, 
are extrafted from my journal. 

Monday morning, Nov. 9. On Saturday the 7th, fmall 
pieces of ice, which came from the lake Ladoga, were firft 
obfervcd floating with the ftream : the fame day in the 
evening the bridge of boats was removed, as in thefe cafes 
they colIcvSl and would carry it away. Yefterday the 
pieces of ice were more frequent and mafly : lo-day they 
are fmall floating iflands, which almoft cover the river ; 
the fides of the Neva are frozen only a few feet from the 
banks : all the canals are covered with ice, and people arc 
fcating upon them. 

Nov. 12 and ij. The Neva is frozen above the place 
where the bridge was ftationed, by the pieces of ice which 
have united and barred the pafl'age : below it the ftream is 
perfcdly free from any floating .mafles, and the river is 
open for boats, which are contiiiually paffing to and fro. 

Nov* 
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was entirely frozen * : foon afterwards the Gulf 
of Finland was covered with ice 5 and fledges 
began to pafs from Peterfburgh to Cronftadt^ 
the road being marked over the furface by rows 
of trees. 

. I fqund, that even during the months of 
December and January, the weather was ex- 
tremely changeable, as it fhifted in a very 



Nov, 13. The bridge of boats is again replaced, as 
there is no longer any danger of its being carried away 
by the floating maffes of ice ; and will continue during the 
whole winter, a circumftance which has ' not happened 
fince the foundation of Peterlburgh. 

Nov. 15. The river about and below the bridge is 
entirely frozen, and I faw perfons walking acrofs it. I am 
informed that yefterday the ice was ftrong enough to 
bear foot paflengers ; this will convey fome idea of the 
f^verity of the weather in this climate j as the rapid current 
was open on the 1 3tb, and on the next day was frozen. 

Table of the freezing and thawing of the Neva for five 
fucceffive years, from Profeffor Kraft's Obfervations : 



1773- 


1 1774. 


1775- 


I 776. 


1777. 


A .« New Sty l2 16 


April 2 1 
May 2 


22 

May 3 


25 

May 6 


May 11 


Nov. i-^ 

30 


7 

18 


12 


12 


26 

Dec. 7 


Open 217 days.] 


200[ 


204I 201 


210 



See Nov. Ac. Pet. for 1777. P. II. p. 73. 

* In 1784, the Neva was not finally frozen until the 
pight of the 5th of December, N, S, 

fudden 
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fudden manner from a fevere froft to a thaw j 
and the mercury in the thermometer often rofe 
within the courfe of twenty hours ftom 2q 
to 34 } and funk again as rapidly in the fame 
fpace of time. Although I examined the ther- 
mometer every day j yet I did not attempt to 
form a feries of regular oblervations, which 
I now very much regret. I occafionally, in- 
deed, made a few remarks, which I (hall 
inlert in a note, as I find them fcattered in 
ray journal : they will tend to ■ confirm the 
truth of what I have advanced in relation 
to the change of weather obfervable at Pe- 
terfburgh; and will ferve to contradidi thofe 
autliors who have allerted that, as foon as the 
hard froft CMXimences, the cold continues 
with uniform feverity, and with little varia- 
tion, during the whole feafon *, 

When 

♦ Nov* 1 6, To-day a thaw ; the thermometer mounted 
to 40 : in the evening (harp froft again ; the mercury fall- 
ing to 20* 

Nov. 23. The thermometer at 4^ 5, and 

Dec. 3. It has been thefc few days moftly a thaw and 
changeable weather. 

Dec^ 6. The thermometer fell almofl; fuddenly from 33 
to 10. 

Dec. II. Thermometer at — lO. 
Dec. 14. A fudden thaw, which continued the 15th and 
i6th. 

Dec. 
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When the froft was not very feveity namely, 
when the mercury in Fiahrenheit's thermo- 
meter was not below 10, I frequently walked 
out in a common great coat, ^yhen the 
Qold was more xntenfe, I was drelTed in the 
manner of the natives ; and wore, in my 
daily excurfions through the city, a /^/^, 
or large fur cloak, fur boots or fhoes, a black 
velvet or fur bonnet, that prevented the froft 

from 

Dec. 17. Thermometer at — 7. 

18. Thermometer at — 5, and a fog at the fame time; 

19. Windy, thaw, thermometer above freezing point. 
21. Changeable weather all thi3 week, fronk fharp froft 

to fudden thaw. 

Jan. I, 1779. Weather very changeable, the thermo- 
meter one morning at— 8, the next above freezing point; 
this winter it has not as yet been lower than— 13. 

Jan. 6. Thermometer at — ■ 14. 

9. Thermometer at — 7f j the barometer mounted fud* 
denly very high fince laft night. 

10 Early this morning the thermometer at — 23, and 
at 1 1 at — 20|. Barometer at 30/^. The fmoke of the 
chimnies was prefled down to the ground. 

II. Thermometer at — 28, according to my own ob- 
fervation, at ten in the morning : but earlier the mercury 
had funk to — 31 f or 63! below freezing point. 

15. Thermometer, fince the iith, rofe gradually; on 
the I2th in the morning it ftood at — 13; from thence it 
fell to 0, to 15 ; and to-day it is above freezing point. 

I made the fame obfervations during the fecond winter 
•which I paffed at Peterfburgh, and found the weather 
equally uncertain. 

Meteorological. 
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from nipping my ears, the part which I found 
th?^ ,jnoft liable to be afFedted. During three 

days. 

Meteorological Journal during four months, O. S. from 
the Obfervations in the Academy of Sciences at St. 
Petcriburgh, 1778, 

October i. Cloudy, fnow in great quantity: 

2. Cloudy, fnow. 

3. Cloudy, fnow. 

4. Partly clear, partly friow. 

5. Cloudy, fnow, windy W, 

6. fnow, 
. Cloudy, (how and rain. 
• 

9* (how, windy, S. W. 

10. Stormy, S. W. 

11. Rain. 

12. Cloudy, fnow, windy S. 

13. Windy, N.W. 
14* Cloudy, violent rain, ftormy, S. 

15. Cloudy, fnow, windy, S. W. 

1 6. Clear. 

18. Snow. 

19. Cloudy, 
ao. Cloudy, (how. 

21. Foggy, rain. 

22. Clouay, rain. 

23. 
24. 

25. Clear. 

26. Clear. 

27. Clear. 

28. Cloudy, 

29. Cloudy, fnow. 
30. 

31, Cloudy, fnow. 

November 
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days, namely, on the 9th, loth and nth of 
January, the froft was nearly as intenfe* 
as it had ever been felt at Peterfburgh j the 

mercury 

November i. Windy S. E. fnow. 

2. Windy S.E. cloudy. 

3. Windy S. £• cloudy, fnow. 

4. Windv S. cloudy, fnow in great quantity^ 

5. Cloudy, fnow in great quantity. 

6. Cloudy, fnow in great quantity, 

7. Cloudy, fnow. 

8. Cloudy, fnow. 

9. Windy N.W. 

10. Windy N. W, fnow. 

11. Cloudy, fnow. 

12. Windy S. E. clearifll, fnow* 

13. Cloudy, ftormy S. W, rain, fnow. 

14. Cloudy. 

15. Clearifh. 

1 6. Cleariih. 

17. Windy S. E. cloudy. 

18. Cloudy, rain. 

19. Windy S. E. cloudy, fngw. 

20. Cloudy, fnow. 

21. Cloudy, fnow. 

22. Cloudy, foggy, fnow* 

23. Cloudy. 

24. Cloudy, foggy. 

25. Clearifll. 

26* Windy S. E. cleari/h. 

27. Stormy S. cloudy^ 

28. Cloudy, fnow. 

29. Windy 29 N. clearifll. 

30. Windy 30 N. W. cleariih. 

• The winter in which profelTor Braun congekd quickfilver, the 
cold was fo intenfe, that De Lifle's Thermometer funk to 104. = ia 
Fal^enbeit** to — 33, or 65 )below freezing point* 

December 
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Inercuiy in die tbermometer falling at one 
time to 63 below freezing point, or — • 31* 
zThi^ cold> however, did not detain me at 
home i but I walked out, as ufual, with no 
other precaution than my pelije^ boots, and 
cap, and found it by no means unpleafant^ 

the 

December i. Cloud v, fnow, ftormy S. W. 

2. Cloudy, fnow. 

3. Cloudy, rain^ fnow. 

4. Cloudy. 

5. Cloudy, much fnow, windy N. £• 

6. Windy N.W. 

7. Clear. 

8. Cloudy, rain, fnow, ftormy S, wind 

fhifted to E. 

9. Cloudy, ftormy W. 

10. Cloudy, foggy, ftormy W, 

11. Windy W. 

IZ. Snow, windy W • 
13. Windy N.W. 
14- Windy N.W; 
15- 

16. Clear, ftormy W. 

17. Rain, Ihow. 

18. Rain, fnow, windy S» 

19. Snow, windy S. 

20. Much fnow, windy S, £• 

21. Cloudy. 

22. Windy N. 

23. Snow, windy W. 

24. Cloudy, fnow* 

25. Cloudy, fnow. 

26. Snow, ftormy S. £• 

27. Clear. 
28. 

29. Cloudy, fnow, windy N. W» 

30. Clear, fnow, windy 

31. Much fuow, windy W. 

January 



C. 3. P E ? IE R S B U R G H. iyi 

the fun ftiining with great brightnefs. As 
I traverfed the city on the morning of the 
I2th^ I obferved feveral perfons whofe faces 
had been bitten by the frbft : their cheeks had 
large fears, and appeared as if they had been 
finged with an hot iron* As I was walking 

January i. Snow, ftormy S. W. 
2. Snow. 

3- Foggy> fnow. 

4. Snow. 

5. Cloudy, (how, windy S. W; 

6. Windy N. 

7. Snow, windy N. 

8. Clear. 

9* f'oggyj clear. 

10. Clear. 

II* Clear, foggy. 

12. Foggv. • 

13. Cloudy, windy S* 

14. Cloudy, fnow, 

15. Cloudy, windy S. W. 

16. Cloudy, ftormy S. W. 

17. Cloudy, fnow, windy St W. 

18. Cloudy, foggy. 

19. Cloudy, fnow, windy W. 

20. Cloudy, fnow, ftormy S. 
^i. Cloudy, fnow, windy S, W. 
22. Snow. 

^3- Foggy- 

24. Cloudy, fnow. 
as. Stormy W. 
26. Cloudy, windy 
fli7. Snow* 
20. 

29. Foggy, windy 

30. Stormy N. W • 
3i« Clean 



with 
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with an Englifh gentleman, who, inftead of a 
fur cap, had put on a common hat, his ears 
were fuddenly frozen i he felt no pain, and 
would not have perceived it for fbme time ; 
if a Ruffian, in paffing by, had not informed 
him of it and affiiled him in rubbing the 
part afFedted with fnow, by which means it 
was inftantly recovered. This, or fridlion 
with flannel, is the ufual remedy ; but fhould 
the perfon in that ftate approach the fire, or 
dip the part in warm water, it immediately 
mortifies and drops off. 

The common people continued at their 
work as ufual, and the drivers plied in tha 
ftrects with their ffedges feemingly unaffefted 
by the froft : their beards were incrufted with 
clotted ice j and the horfes were covered with 
ificles. The people did not (even during 
this extreme cold) add to their ordinary 
cloathing ; which is at ail times well calcu- 
lated for the feverities of their climate* They 
are careful in preferving their extremities 
againft the cold, by covering their legs^ 
hands, and head, with fur- Their upper 
garment of flieep-ikin, with the wool turned 

* The part frozen always turns quite white, a fymptom 
Well known, and immediately perceived by the Ruffians. 
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inwards, is tied round the waift with a fafli ; 
but their neck is quite bare, and their bread 
only covered with a coarfe fhirt : thefe parts, 
however, are well guarded by their beard> 
which is, for that reafon, of great ufe in this 
country. I obferved with much furprife^ 
that even at this time feveral women were 
engaged in wafliing upon the Neva or on the 
canals. They cut holes ii) the ice with a 
hatchet; dipped their linen into the water 
with their bare hands ; and then beat it with 
flat fticks. During this operation the ice 
continually formed again ; and they were 
conlliantly employed in clearing it away. 
Many of them paffed two hours without 
intermiffion at this work, when the thermo- 
meter was at 60 below freezing point; a 
circumftance which proves that the human 
body may be brought to endure all extremes. 

It fometimes happens that coachmen or 
fervants, while they are waiting for their 
mafters, are frozen to death. In order to 
prevent as much as poffible thefe dreadful 
accidents, great fires of whole trees, piled 
one upon another, are kindled in the court- 
yard of the palace, and the moft frequented 
parts of the town. As the flames blazed 
above the tops of the houfes> and caft a 

Vol. IL T glare 
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glare to a confiderable diftance ; I was fre- 
quently much amufed by contemplating the 
pifturefque groups of Rufllans, with their 
Afiatic drefs and long boards, aflembled 
round the fire. The centinels upon duty^ 
having no beards, which are of great ufe to 
proted the glands of the throat, generally tie 
handkerchiefs under their chins * j and cover 
their ears with fmall cafes of flannel. 

Nothing can be more lively and diverfified 
than the winter fcenes upon the Neva ; and 
fcarcely a day palfed that I did not take my 
morning walk, or drive in a fledge upon that 
river. Many carriages and fledges, and num- 
berlefs foot paflengers perpetually crofling it, 
afford a conftant fucceflion of moving objedts j 
and the ice is alfo covered with diflferent 
groups of people, difperfed or gathered toge- 
ther, and varioufly employed as their fancy 
leads them. In one part there are ieveral 
long areas railed off for the purpofe of fcating ; 
a little further is an enclofure, wherein a no- 
bleman is training his horfes, and teaching 
them the various evolutions of the manage* 
In another part the croud are fpedtators of 
what is called a fledge race. The courfe is 

♦ The women ufe alfo this precautiont 

an 
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an oblong fpace about the length of a mile, 
and fufficiently broad to turn the carriage* 
It can hardly be denominated a ra:ce, for 
there is only a fingle fledge drawn by two 
horfes ; and the whole art of the driver confifts 
in making the fhaft-horfe trot as faft as he 
can, while the other is puflied into a gallop. 

The ice-hills are exceedingly common, and 
afford a perpetual fund of amufement to the 
populace. They are conflruded in the fol- 
lowing manner : a fcaffolding is raifed upon 
the river about tliirty feet in height, with a 
landing place on the top, the afcent to which 
is by a ladder. From this fummit a floping 
plain of boards, about four yards broad and 
thirty long, defcends to the fuperficies of the 
river: it is fupported by ftrong poles gra- 
dually decreafmg in height, and its fides are 
defended by a parapet of planks. Upon 
thefe boards are laid fquare malTes of ice 
about four inches thick, which being firfb 
finoothed with the axe and laid clofe to each 
other, are then fprinkled with water : by thefe 
means they coalefce, and, adhering to the 
boards, immediately form an inclined plain 
of pure ice. From the bottom of this plain 
the fnow is cleared away for the length of> 
200 yards and the breadth of four, upon* 
^ T 2 the 
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the level bed of the river ; and the fides of 
this courfe, as well as the fides and top of 
the fcaffolding, are ornamented with firs and 
pines. Each perfon, being provided with 
a fledge mounts the ladder j and, having 
attained the fummit, he feats himfelf upon 
his fledge at the upper extremity of the in- 
clined plain, down which he luffers it to 
glide with confiderable rapidity, poifing it as 
he goes down; when the velocity, acquired 
by the defcent, carries it above loo yards 
upon the level ice of the river. At the 
end of this courfe, there is ufually a fimilar 
ice-hill, nearly parallel to the former, which 
begins where the other ends ; fo that the 
perfon immediately mounts again, and, in the 
fame manner, glides down the other inclined 
plain of ice. This diverfion he repeats as 
often as he pleafes. I have frequently flood 
for above an hour at the bottom of thefe ice- 
hills, obferving the fledges following each 
other with inconceivable rapidity; but I 
never had the courage myfelf to try the expe- 
riment. The only difficulty conlifl:s in fl:eer- 
ing and poifing the fledge as it is hurried 

* Something like a butcher's tray, as Dr. King juftly 
©bferves in his ingenious pamphlet on the efFeAs of cold in 
RuiTia. 

down 
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down the inclined plain ; for if the perfon 
who fits upon it is not fteady, but totters 
either through inadvertence or fear, he is 
liable to be overturned, and runs no fmall 
rifk of breaking his bones, if not his neck. 
And, as one failure might have proved fatal, 
I contented myfelf with feeing others engaged 
in the diverfion without partaking of it my- 
felf. The boys 'alfo continually amufe them- 
felves in fcating down thefe hills : they glide 
chiefly upon one fcate, being better able to 
preferve their proper poife upon one leg than 
upon two. Thefe ice-hills exhibit a pleafing 
appearance upon the river ; as well from the 
trees with which they are ornamented, as from 
the moving objedls which, at particular times 
of the day, are defcending without intermiff 
fion. 

The market upon the Neva is too remark- 
able to be omitted. At the conclufion of 
the long faft which clofes on the 24th of 
December, O. S. the Ruffians lay-in their 
provifions for the remaining part of the win- 
ter. For this purpofe an annual market, 
which lafts three days, is held upon the river 
near the fortrefs. A long ftreet, above a mile 
in length, was lined on each fide with an 
inwnenfe ftore of provifions, fufficient for the- 

T 3 fupply 
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fupply of the capital during the three follow- 
ing months. Many thoufand raw carcafes 
of oxen, fheep, hogs, pigs, together with geefe, 
jfbwls, and every fpecies of frozen food, were 
expofed for fak. The larger quadrupeds were 
grouped in various circles upright, their hind 
][egs fixed in the ^hovv, with their heads and 
fore legs turned towards each other. Thefe 
towered above the reft, and occupied the 
^indermoft row : next to them fuccceded a 
regular feries of animals, defcending gradually 
to the fmalleft, intermixed with poultry and 
^me hanging in feftoons, and garnilhed with 
heaps of fifh, butter, and eggs. I foon per- 
ceived, from the profufion of partridges, 
pheafants, moorfowl, and cocks of the wood, 
that there were no laws in this country which 
prohibited the felling of game. I obferved 
alfo the truth of what has been frequently 
afTerted, tliat many of the birds, as well aa 
feveral animals, in thefe northern regions, be-- 
come white in winter, many hundred black 
cocks being changed to that colour ; and 
fome, which had been taken before they had 
completed their metarnorphojisj exhibited a va-- 
negated mixture of black and white plumage. 

The moft diftant quarters contributed to 
fupply this yaft ftore of provifions j and the 

fineft 
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fineft veal had been fent by land- carriage as 
iar as from Archangel, which is fituated at 
the diftance of 830 miles from Peterfburgh; 
yet every fpecies of food is furprizingly cheap : 
beef v^as fold at id. the Ruffian pound*, 
pork at five farthings, and mutton at ikd.i 
SL goofe for lod. and a pig for Sd. and all 
other articles as reafonable in proportion. 
In order to render this frozen food fit for 
dreffing, it is firft thawed in cold water. 

Frozen meat, however, certainly lofes much 
of its flavour ; and accordingly the tables of 
perfons of condition, and thofe of the Englifh 
merchants, are fupplied with frefh-killed meat, 
which is fold at the fame price as in London, 

* A Ruffian pound contains 14 ounces and ^. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Prffentation to the emprefs. — Court. — Balls.^ 
Mafquerades. — Public entertainments. — Or- 
ders of knighthood. — Account of the palace 
called the HQTmitd.gc. -^Dtjlribution of the 
Emprefs s time. — Ruffian nobility. — Their 
hofpitality. — Politencfs. — AJfcmblies. — Eng- 
lifh merchants. — Club. 

ON the firft of October, in the morning, 
between eleven and twelve, we attended 
pur minifter, Sir James Harris, to the draw- 
ing room, impatient to behold Catharine II. 
It was luckily the name-day, or, as we term 
it, the birth-day of the Great-duke, in honour 
of whom a moft brilliant court was aflembled* 
At the entrance into the drawing room ftood 
two centinels of the foot-guards : their uni- 
form was a green coat, with a red cufF and 
cape, and white waiftcoat and breeches ; they 
had filver helmets faftened under the chin 
with filver clafps, and ornamented with aa 
ample plume of red, yellow, black, and white 
feathers. Within the drawing room, at the 
doors of the pafTage leading to her majefty's 
apvtments, were two foldiers of the knights 

body- 
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, body-guard ; a corps perhaps n^re fumptu- 
oufly accoutred than any in plirope- They 
wore cafques, like thofe of Ait antients, with^ 
a rich plumage of black feathers, and their 
whole drefs was in the fame ftyle : chains and 
broad plates of folid filver were braided over 
their uniforms, fo as to bear the appear- 
ance of a fplendid coat of mail; and their 
boots were richly ornamented with the fame 
metal. 

In the drawing room we found a numerous 
affembly of foreign minifters. Ruffian nobility, 
and officers in their different uniforms, wait- 
ing the arrival of the emprefs, who was at- 
tending divine fervice in the chapel of the 
palace, whither we alfo repaired. Amid a 
prodigious concourfe of nobles, I obferved 
the emprefs ftanding by herfelf behind a rail- 
ing ; the only diftin6tion by which her place 
was marked. Immediately next to her ftood 
the great-duke and duchefs ; and behind an 
indifcriminate throng of courtiers. The em- 
prefs bowed repeatedly, and frequently crofled 
herfelf, according to the forms ufed in the 
Greek church, with great expreffions of de- 
votion. Before the conclulion of the fervice 
we returned to the drawing room , and took 
our ftation near the door, in order to be pre- 
fented at her majefty's entrance. At length, 

a littk 
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a little before twelve, the chief officers of the 
houfehold, the miftrefs of the robes, the maids 
pf honour, and other ladies of the bed-cham- 
ber, advancing two by two in a long train^ 
announced the approach of their fovereign. 
Her majefty came forward with a flow and 
folemn pace ; walking with great pomp ; 
holding her head very high ; and perpetually 
bowing to the right and to the left as flie 
pafled along. She flopped a little way within 
the entrance of the drawing room, and fpoke 
with great atfabilit)^ to the foreign minifters 
while they kiffed her hand. She then advanc- 
ed a few fteps, and we were fingly prefented by 
the vice-chancellor Coimt Ofterman, and had 
the honour of killing her majefty's hand- 
The cmprefs wore, according to her ufual 
cuftom, a RulTian drefs ; it was a robe with 
a /hort train, and a veft with fleevcs reaching 
to the wrill, like a Polonaife , the veft was of 
gold brocade, and the robe was of light green 
filk ; her hair was drelTed low, and lightly 
fprinkled with powder; her cap ornamented 
with a profufion of diamonds ; and £he wore 
a great deal of rouge. Her perfon, though 
rather below the middle fize, is majeftic ; and 
her countenance, particularly when (he fpeaks, 
expreflfes both dignity and fweetnefs. She 

walked 
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walked flowly through the drawing room to 
her apartment, and entered alone. The great- 
duke and duchefs followed the emprefs to the 
door, and then retired to their own drawing 
room, where they had a levee 3 but, as we had 
not yet been prefented to them at a private 
audience, we could not, according to the eti- 
quette of the Ruffian court, follow them. 
The great-duchefs leaned upon the arm of his 
imperial highnefs ; and they both inclined 
their heads on either fide to the company, as 
they pafled along the line which was formed 
for them. 

In the afternoon, about fix o'clock, we 
repaired to a ball at court. The private a- 
partments of the emprefs, as well as thofe in 
which fhe holds her court, are on the third 
ftory, and the whole fuite is remarkably grand 
and fplendid. We found the company alTem- 
bled in the anti-chamber, who, as foon as 
the great-duke and duchefs made their appear- 
ance, all entered a fpacious ball-room. 

The great-duke opened the ball by walking 
a minuet with his confort ; at, the end of 
which his imperial highnefs handed out a 
lady, and the great- duchefs a gentleman^ 
with whom they each performed a f^cond 
rjiinuet at the fame time. They afterwards 
4 fucceffively 
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fucceflively conferred this honour in the fame 
manner upon many of the principal nobility, 
while feveral other couples were dancing mi- 
nuets in different parts of the circle : the mi- 
nuets were fucceeded by Polifh dances ; and 
thefe were followed by Englilh country- 
dances. In the midft of the latter the em- 
prefs entered the room : fhe was more richly 
apparelled than in the morning, and bore upon 
her head a fmall crown of diamonds • 

Upon her majefty's appearance the ball was 
inftantly fufpended ; while the great-duke and 
duchcfs, and the mofi: confiderable perfons 
who were prefent, haftened to pay their re- 
fpe£ls to their fovercign : Catharine, having 
addreffed a few words to fome of the princi^ 
pal nobility, afcended a kind of elevated feat, 
when, the dancing being again refumed, flie, 
after a fhort time, withdrew into an inner 
apartment. We, in company with feveral 
courtiers, threw ourfelvcs into her majefty's 
fuitc, and formed a circle round a table, at 
which Ihc had fat down to cards. Her party 
confilled of the Duchefs of Courland, Coun- 
tefs Bruce, Sir James Harris, Prince Potem- 
kin, MarHial Razomoflki, Count Panin, 
Prince Repnin, and Count Ivan Tchernichef. 
The game was Macao ; the pieces in circu- 
lation 
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lation were imperials * ; and a player might 
win or lofe two or three hundred pounds. 

In the courfe of the evening the great-duke 
and duchefs prefented themfelves before the 
emprefs, and flood by the table for about a 
quarter of an hour, during which time her 
majefty occalionally entered into converfatioa 
with them. The emprefs feemed to pay very 
little attention to the cards j converfed fami- 
liarly and frequently with great vivacity, as 
well with the party at play, as with the per- 
fons of rank ftanding near her. About ten 
her majefty retired ; and foon after the ball 
concluded. 

On the 6th we had the honour of being pre- 
sented at a private audience to the great-duke 
and duchefs both of whom converfed with 
us in the moft affable and condefcending man- 
ner : according to the etiquette of this court, 
we kiffed her imperial highnefs's hand. 

There is a drawing room at court every 
Sunday morning, about twelve o'clock, and 
on other particular feftivals, at which the 
embaffadors are ufually prefent, and which all 
foreign gentlemen, who have been once pre- 
fented, are permitted to attend. The cere- 

* An imperial =: £. z. 

mony 
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liiony of kif?ing the emprefs's hand is repeated 
every court day by foreigners in the prefencc 
chamber ; and by the Ruffians in another 
apartment ; the latter bend their knee on this 
occafion ; an expreflion of homage not ex- 
acted from the former. No ladies, excepting 
thofe of the emprefs's houlhold, make their 
appearance at the morning levees. 

On every court day the great-duke and 
duchefs have alfo their feparate levees at their 
own apartments in the palace. Upon par- 
ticular occafions, fuch as her own and the 
emprefs's birth-day, &c foreigners have the 
honour of killing her imperial highnefs's 
hand ; but upon common days that ceremony 
is omitted. 

In the evening of a court day, there is al- 
ways a ball at the palace, which begins be- 
tween fix and feven. At that time the foreign 
ladies kifs the cmprefs's hand, who flilutes 
them in return on the cheek. Her majefty, 
unlefs rtie is indifpofcd, generally makes her 
appearance about feven j and, if the aflembly 
is not very numerous, plays at Macao in the 
ball-room ; the great-duke and duchefs, after 
tJiey have danced, fit down to whift. Their 
highnelTes, after a fliort interval, rife ; ap- 
proach the emprefs's table ; pay their refpedls ; 

and 
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and then return to their game. When the 
ball happens to be crouded ; the emprefs forms 
her party, as I have before-mentioned, in an 
adjoining room, which is open to all perfons 
who have once been prefented. 

The richnefs and fplendour of the Ruilian 
court furpalles defcription. It retains many 
traces of its antient Afiatic pomp, blended 
with European refinement. An immenfe re- 
tinue of courtiers always preceded and followed 
the emprefs j the coftlinefs and glare of their 
apparel, and a profufion of precious ftones, 
created a fplendour, of which the magnifi- 
cence of other courts can give u$ only a faint 
idea. The court-drefs of the men is in the 
French fafhion : that of the ladies is a gown 
and petticoat, with a fmall hoop ; the gown 
has long hanging-fleeves and a £hort train, 
and is of a different colour from the petticoat. 
The ladies wore, according to the fafhion of 
the winter of 1777 at Paris and London, 
very lofty head-drelfes, and were not fparing 
in the ufe of rouge. Amid the feveral articles 
of fumptuoufnefs which difiinguifh the Ruf- 
fian nobility ; there is none perhaps more 
calculated to ftrike a foreigner than the pro- 
fufion of diamonds and other precious Hones,* 
which fparkle in every part of their drefs. In 

moft 
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moll Other European countries thefe coftly 
ornaments are (excepting among a few of the 
richeft and principal nobles) almoft entirely- 
appropriated to the ladies j but in this the 
men vie with the fair fex in the ufe of them* 
Many of the nobility were almoft covered with 
diamonds; their buttons, buckles, hilts of 
fwords, and epaulets, were compofed of this 
valuable material ; their hats were frequently 
embroidered, if I may ufe the expreflion, with 
feveral row^S of them 3 and a diamond-ftar 
upon the coat was fcarcely a diftindtion- 
This paffion for jewels feems to pervade the 
lower ranks of people, for even private fami- 
lies abound with them ; and the wife of a 
common Ruffian burgher will appear with a 
head-drefs or girdle of pearls, and other pre- 
cious ftones, to the value of two or three hun- 
dred pounds. I will only mention a few 
more particulars ; when the folemnity of the 
occafion added fome variety to the general 
(amenefs which charaderifes a court. 

The emprefs, on days of high ceremony, 
generally wears a crown of diamonds of im- 
mcnfe value ; and appears with the ribbands 
of the order of St. Andrew and Merit, both 
of them flung over the fame flioulder, with 
the collars of thofc orders, and the two ftars 

emblazoned 
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emblazoned one above the other upon hef 
veft. 

On certain anniverfaries the emprefs dines 
in pubHc ; two of thefe days occurred in the 
courfe of our ftay at Peterlburgh. The ad 
of December being the feaft of the Ifmailof 
regiment of guards, her majefty, who as fo- 
vereign is colonel of the corps, gave, accord- 
ing to annual cuftom, a grand entertainment 
to the officers. Being defirous to be prefent, 
we repaired to court at twelve. Her majefty 
was dreffed in the uniform of the regiment, 
which is green trimmed with gold lace, made 
in the form of a lady's riding habit. As 
foon as all the officers of the regiment had 
killed her hand • a falver of wine was brought 
in by one of the lords in waiting, and the em- 
prefs prefented a glafs to each officer, who 
received it from her hands, and, after a low 
obeifance, drank it off. At the conclulion of 
this ceremony her majefty led the way, about 
One o'clock, into an adjoining apartment, in 
which a fumptuous dinner was fpread : £he 
took her place in the middle of the table ; and 
the officers were ranged on each fide accord- 
ing to their refpedlive ranks. The emprefs 
helped the foup herfelf ; and paid the greateft 
attention to her guefts during the whole re- 

Vol. IL U paft. 
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paft, which lafted about an hour, when her 
majefty rofe from table and withdrew. 

On a fubfequent occalion we attended ano- 
ther entertainment given by the emprefs to 
the knights of the order of St. Andrew. Her 
majefty had on a robe of green velvet, lined 
and faced with ermine, and a diamond collar 
of the order. The drefs of the knights was 
fplendid, but exceedingly gaudy and inelegant. 
They wore a green velvet robe, lined with 
filver brocade, a coat alio of filver brocade, 
waiftcoat and breeches of gold ftuff, red 
filk (lockings, a hat a la Henry IV. orna- 
mented with a pkmie of feathers, and inter- 
fperfed with diamonds. As the order of 
St. Andrew * is the moft honourable in this 

country, 

* The order of St. Andrew, or the Blue Ribband, thr 
lirft ever known in this country, was inftituted by Peter I. 
in the year 1698, foon after his return from his firft expe- 
dition into foreign countries 

That of St. Alexander Nevfki, or the Red Ribband, was 
founded by the fame fovercign, but never conferred until 
the reign of Catharine I. in 1725 f. 

The order of St. Anne of Holllein was inftituted, in 
173s, by Charles Frederick duke of Holftein, in memory 
of his wife Anne daughter of Peter the Great, and intro- 
duced into Ruflia by her fon Peter III. It is in the dif- 

• Weber's Ver. Ruff. Part 111. p. i6i. 
t Ibid. p. 3^. 

pofkl 
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country, it is confined to a few perfons of the 
firft rank and confequence ; and there were 

only 

pofal of the great-duke as fovereign of Holftein, The 
knights wear a red ribband bordered with yellow. 

The military order of St, George, called alfo the order 
of Merit, and which has the precedence over that of St. 
Anne, was created by the prefent emprefs in 1769. It is 
appropriated to perfons ferving by land or by fea, and, ex- 
cepting the fmall crofs of the fourth clafs, never beftowed 
in time of peace. The knights wear a ribband with black 
and orange ftripes. 

This order is divided into four clalTes : 
The knights of the firft clafs, called the Great Crofs, 
wear the ribband over the right flioulder, and the ftar upon 
the left fide. Each receives an annual falary of 700 roubles 
= 140. The knights of the fecond clafs wear the ftar 
upon their left breaft, the ribband with the crofs pendent 
round their neck. Each receives 400 roubles 1= £. 80^ 
per ann. The knights of the third clafs wear the fmall 
crofs pendent round their neck. Each receives 200 rou- 
ble?, or 40 per ann. This clafs admits 50. The 
knights of the fourth clafs wear the fmall crofs fattened by 
a ribband to the button-hole like the French Croix de St. 
Louis. Each receives 100 roubles, or £. 20 per ann. 

The fund of this order, afligned by the emprefs for the 
payment of their falaries and other expences, is 40,000 
roubles zi ^. 8000 per ann. Of this 1680 is deftined for 
the firft clafs ; and 2000 for each of the remaining three. 

The number of knights is unlimited. In 1778 the firft 
clafs, which is confined to commanders in chief, contained 
only four; namely, marfhal Romanzof, for his vi£lories 
over the Turks j Count Alexey Orlof, for burning the 

U 2 Turkifh 
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only twelve of them at Peterfburgh who fat 
down to dinner with the emprefs : thefe were 
Prince Potemkin, Prince Orlof, Marfhal Ga- 
litzin, Counts Alexey Orlof, Panin, Razomof- 
Iki, Ivan Tchernichef, Voronzof, Alexander 
and Leon Narifkin, Munic, and Mr, de Bet- 
{koi. The emprefs before dinner, as on 
the former ocafion, prefented each knight 
with a glafs of wine : at the table {he was 
diltinguifhed by a chair ornamented with the 
arms of Ruflia, and prefided with her ufual 
dignity and condefcenfion. The foreign mi- 
nifters and a fplendid train of courtiers flood 

fpedlators 

Turkifh fleet at Tchefnic ; Count Panin, for the taking of 
BenJer i and Prince Dolgorucki, for his conquefts in the 
Crimea* The fecond clafs comprized only eight knights : 
the third 48 j and the fourth 237. No perfon can obtain 
this order without having performed fome gallant exploit, 
or ha\ iig fcrvcd with credit in the rank of officer 25 years 
by land, or 1 8 by fea 

The order of St, Catharine, appropriated to the ladies, 
was inftituted in 17 14 by Peter, in honour of his wife 
Catharine. The motto ot " Love and fidelity" was in- 
tended to commemorate the dilplay of thofe virtues in her 
behaviour on the banks of the Pruth. This order is ex- 
tremely honourable, as, befidcs the emprefs, the great- 
duchefs, and a few foreign princelTes, only five Ruffian 
ladies were decorated with it. 

♦ Sec Ukafc ueber die Stiftung des St. Georg's-Ordcns, in Schmidts 
Beytrage. 

The 
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fpedlators of the entertainment; and many 
•f them were occafionally noticed by the em- 
prefs^ 

Two or three times in the winter there are 
mafquerades at court, to which perfons of all 
ranks are admitted. At one of thefe enter- 
tainments which we attended, about eight 
thoufand tickets were diftributed ; and from 
the great concourfe I lliould fuppofe that 
number to have been actually prefent. A 
magnificent fuite of twenty apartments were 
opened on this occafion, all handfomely illu- 
minated. One of thefe apartments, a large 
pblong room, the fame in which the common 

The firft and moft difl:in2:uifhed of thefe feveral orders 
is the order of St. Andrew, which, befide the fovereign 
princes and foreigners, comprized, in 1778, 26 Ruflians ; 
that of St. Alexander Nevfki 109; and that of St. Anne 
208. The emprefs may alfo be faid to have the difpofal 
of the Polifti orders of the White Eagle aiid of St. Sta- 
niflaus. 

Since our departure from Ruflia her majefty founded, cm 
the 4th of Oftober, 1782, a new order, called St. Volodi- 
mir, in favour of thofe who ferve in civil employments ; 
and it is nearly on the fame footing as that of St. George 
with refpedt to the falaries annexed to the different claffes. 
There are to be ten great crofles, twenty of the fecond 
clafs, thirty of the third, and fixty of the fourth, befide a. 
fifth for thofe who have ferved 35 years, which gives, them 
9 right to wear it. 

U I balls 



294 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B.4, 

balls at court are held, had a fpace in the mid- 
ble enclofed with a low railing, appropriated 
to the nobility who danced. A mofl elegant 
faloon of an oval form, called the great-hall 
of Apollo, nearly as big as the rotunda at 
Ranelagh, but without any fupport in the 
middle, was allotted for the dances of the 
burghers, and other perfons, who had not been 
prefented at court. The remaining rooms, 
in which tea and other refrefhments were 
ferved, were filled with card-tables, and croud- 
cd with perfons continually paffing and re- 
paffing. The company either kept on their 
mafks, or took them off at their pleafure. 
The nobles in general wore dominos ; the 
natives of inferior rank appeared in their own 
provincial clothes, embellifhed, perhaps, with 
a few occafional ornaments. An exhibition 
of the feveral dreffes actually ufed by the dif- 
ferent inhabitants of the Ruffian empire, 
afforded a greater variety of motley figures 
than the wildefl fancy ever invented in the 
mafquerades of other countries. Several mer- 
chants wives were decked with large quanti- 
ties of valuable pearls, many of which were 
fplit in halves for the purpofe of making more 
fhow. 

About 
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About feven the emprefs made her appear- 
ance at the head of a fuperb quadrille^ con- 
lifting of eight ladies led by as many gentle- 
men. Her majefty and the other ladies of 
this feledt band were mofr fumptuoufly appa- 
relled in Greek habits; and the gentlemen 
were accoutred in the Roman military garb, 
their helmets richly ftudded with diamonds: 
among the ladies I particularly diftinguifhed 
the Duchefs of Courland, Princefs Repnin, 
and Countefs Bruce. Among the gentlemen. 
Prince Potemkin, Marrhal Razomoffki, and 
Count Ivan Tchernichef. The emprefs led 
the way, leaning upon the arm of Marfhal 
Razomoffki, and, paffing in great ftate through 
the feveral apartments, walked two or three 
times round the hall of Apollo, and then 
fat down to cards in one of tli^ adjoining 
rooms ; the company flocked thither in crouds 
without diftin(ftion, and arranged themfelves 
as they could find admittance round the tablq 
at a relpedtful difliance. The emprefs with-^ 
4rew as ufual before eleven. 

A few days before our departure from Pe- 
terfburgh; Baron Nolken, minifter from the 
court of Stockholm, gave a mafquerade and 
ball on the birth of a fon to the prefent king 

V4 
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of Sweden, which the emprefs, great-duke 
and duchels, honoured with their prefence. 
Five hundred perfons of the nobility wxre in- 
vited, together with the embafladors, and other 
foreigners who had been prefented at court, 
The ball began at feven : the great-duke and 
duchcfs firft made their appearance with a 
foiall fuite ; and fbon afterwards her imperial 
majefty arrived at the head of a quadrille ^ com- 
pofed of nearly the fame perfons as that juft 
defcribed at court. Madame Nolken con- 
duced her majefty and her party through the 
ball-room to an inner apartment ; where a 
rich canopy was erected for the occalion, 
under which (lie fat down to Macao. At 
nine a fmall table was fpread, with little cere- 
mony, for the emprefs and her quadrilk^ in the 
fame room where they were engaged at cards. 
Her majeity, who never fups, took nothing 
but a piece of bread and a glafs of wine. At 
the fame time a moft fplcndid entertainment 
was ferved in a large laloon to the great-duke 
and duchcfs and the reft of the company. 
Their imperial highnelTes were feated at a 
central table, with a party of about thirty 
perfons i and the remaining gentlemen and 
ladies were diltributed at different tables, pla- 
ced round the fides of the room. The cheer- 

fulnefs 
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fulnefs and complacency of the great-duke a,n4 
duchefs, the attention and politenefs of Baron 
Nolkcn and his lady, diffufed ^n univerfal 
gaiety throughout the aflembly ; and rendered 
the entertainment as agreeable as it was fplen-. 
did, 

A feparate edifice of brick ftuccoed white, 
called the Hermitage, communicates with the 
palace by means of a covered gallery. It 
takes its appellation from its being the fcene 
of imperial retirement ; but bears no other re- 
femblance to an hermitage except in its name, 
the apartments being extremely fpacious, 
and decorated in a fuperb ftyle of regal mag- 
nificence. To this favourite fpot the em^ 
prefs ufually repairs for an hour or two every 
day and on a Thurfday evening fhe gives a 
private ball and fupper to the princy^al perfons 
who form her court ; foreign minifters and 
foreign noblemen being feldom invited. At 
this entertainment all ceremony is faid to be 
baniflied, as far as is confiftent with that re- 
fpedt vv^hich is paid to a great fovereign. The 
attendance of fervants is excluded ; while' the 
fupper and various refrefhments are prefented 
on fmall tables, which rife through trap- 
doors. Many diredions for the regulation of 

this 
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this feleft fociety are difpofed in the various 
apartments : the meaning of thofe written in 
the Ruffian ton3;ue was explained to me by a 
gentleman of the company ; and their general 
tendency was to encourage freedom from eti- 
quette, and to inculcate the mofi: unreftrain- 
ed eafe of behaviour. One written in the 
French language I comprehended and retained. 
^jfeyez vous oil vous voulez^ et quand il vous 
pldira^fans quon le repete mille fois 
A winter and fummer garden, comprifed 
within the fite of the building, are fmgular 
curiofities, and fuch as do not, perhaps, occur 
in any other palace in Europe. The fummer 
garden, in the true Afiatic ftyle, occupies the 
whole level top of the edifice : at this feafon 
of the year it was entirely buried under the 
fnow, which prevented our viewing it. The 
winter-garden is entirely roofed and furround- 
ed with glafs frames : it is an high and fpa- 
cious hot-houfe, laid out in gravel walks, or- 
namented with parterres of flowers, orange 
trees and other fhrubs, and peopled with fe- 
veral birds of fundry forts and various cli- 
mates, which flitted from tree to tree. The 

* Sit down where you chufe and when you pleafe, 
without its being repeated to you a thoufand times. 

whole 
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whole exhibited a pleafing efFedj and was 
the more delightful as being contrafted with 
the difrnal and dreary feafon of the year. 

A magnificent range of buildings has been 
added to the imperial palace. It joins to 
the Hermitage, and is fo extenfive, that it 
may be called another palace. A fuperb fuitc 
of apartments, chiefly occupied by the emprefs 
herfelf, contains the cabinet of pidures, which 
I found much finer than I had reafon to ex- 
ped. 

This cabinet is principally compofed of the 
following coUedions : 

1 . The celebrated colleftion of Crozat, at 

Paris, which vied with that in the palais royal 

belonging to the duke of Orleans. It con- 
to o 

fifted of more than 370 pieces, including va- 
rious Iketches. 

2. The fmall but well chofen coUedion of 
Counfellor Tronchin, of Geneva; in which 
may be particularly noticed feveral by Teniers ; 
and a Chrift bearing the crofs, by Ludovico 
Caracci, half length, of the natural fize ; the 
countenance expreflive of that meek dignity by 
which the founder of the Bolognefe fchool has 
peculiarly charaderifed the Saviour of man- 
kind. 

3. The 
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3. The colkaion of Count Bruhl, re- 
markable for twelve Woverman's ; a Holy 
Family, by Vatteau ; an Ecce Homo, by 
Michael Angelo Caravagio ; a painter w^ho 
fucceeded in delineating fimple nature and 
low life, but was extremely deficient in treat- 
ing dignified fubjedls. 

4. Part of the colle6lion of the Chevalier 
Baudouin, purchafed at Paris j the polTeffor 
referving to himfelf feveral landfcapes by the 
Dutch mafters, and Vernet. Among the pic- 
tures which came to the emprcfs, I obferved 
feveral excellent paintings by Rubens and 
Vandyke, particularly an ineftimable head of 
Henry the Fourth, by Rubens j a Study after 
Nature, for the LiLxemburgh gallery, greatly 
expreflive of that vivacity and bon-hommie 
which charailerifed that amiable monarch i 
two, by Ferdinand Bol; feveral, by Rem- 
brandt, in his ftrong but uncouth manner; 
and two lovely groupes of children's heads, in 
the charadters of angels, by the inimitable 
Corregio, 

5. The coUedlion of Houghton-houfe, the 
lofs of which every lover of the arts muft fin- 
cerely regret, and upon which I need not 
enlarge, as the pidures are well known, from 

the 
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the catalogue publilhed by the honourable 
Horace Walpole, and from the engravings by 
Boydell. 

6. A colledtion from Venice, containing 
feveral, by old Palma, Titian, Paul Veronefe* 
and the BalTans ; many of which are, how- 
ever, very doubtful whether they are origi- 
nals. 

Of the Roman fchool the emprefs pof- 
feffes four undoubted originals, by Raphael. 

1. A Holy Family, in that great mafter's 
beft manner, and in the liigheft prefervation. 

2. Portrait of Cardinal Pole, alfo in his beft 
manner. 3. A St. George, of which there 
is an engraving by Vofterman. Thefe three 
paintings from the cabinet of Crozat. 4. The 
Laft Supper, an undoubted original, but in bad 
condition. 

I muft not omit an old and an excellent 
copy of the School of Athens, of which the 
original pidure, for compofition, corredlnefs of 
defign, and juft deUneation of charader, flands 
unrivalled in the art of painting. 

Several fine landfcapes by Claude Lorraine, 
the painter of nature ; and two delightful 
landfcapes by Gafpar Pouffin, in which that 
poetical painter, fo remarkable for his pidu-; 

refque 
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refque pencil, has delineated towers and bat- 
tlements, 

« Bofom'd high in tufted trees j'* 

and In which he realizes the beautiful imagery 
defcribed in the Penfcrofo of Milton : 

" And when the fun begins to fling 
His flaming beams, me, goddefs, bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves, 
And ftiadows brown that Sylvan loves 
Of pine, or monumental oak, 
Where the rude axe with heaved ftroke 
Was never heard the nymphs to daunt. 
Or fright them from their haJJow'd haunt.'* 

By Salvator Rofa, the well-known picture of 
the Prodigal Son, from the Houghton collec- 
tion ; Democritus and Protagoras, not lefs ce- 
lebrated } and feveral fine landfcapes. 

Of the Bolognefe fchool, two Guercinos, 
and fcvenl invaluable pieces by Guido Rhe- 
ni. Befides the celebrated pidure of the 
dodlors confulting on the immaculate concep- 
tion of the Virgin Mary, from the Houghton 
colleftion, I could not fufficiently admire that 
delightful painting, known by the name of Les 
Coufeufes, from the Croz^t colledlion. That 
charming picture reprefcats an aged governefs 
X fuperintending 
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fuperintending feveral young women at work, 
who are models of perfedt beauty, unalFedted 
grace, and ferene innocence. Thefe two 
paintings are of themfelves fufficient to excul- 
pate Guido from the cenfures of thofe con- 
noiffeurs, who, judging haftily from a few fpe- 
cimens, indifcriminately accufe him of always 
facrificing too much to the graces, and of in- 
troducing afteded attitudes. 

The cabinet contains alfo a few picflures 
by Battoni and Mengs, in whom the genius 
of the Roman fchool feems to have expired. 
Of Battoni, Thetis approaching Charon with 
her infant Achilles afleep is not without 
merit. 

Three pictures by Mengs deferve to be 
mentioned : i . Perfeus and Andromeda, in 
which that painter has erred againft cojiume^ 
by repre fen ting the hero naked, and Andro- 
meda half clothed. The author varied fome- 
what from his original defign, which was an 
exadl copy of the baflb relievo of the Fauftina, 
on the pedeftal of a column at Rome, and on 
which is engraved, Pietro Santo Bartoli. 
With refpedt to the drapery, Mengs feems ta 
have adopted that from the gem of Callyrrhoe^ 
the Bacchanalian Woman. 2. The Judgment 
of Paris, a very fine picture, 3. St. John 

preaching 



304 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. 8.4* 

preaching in the wildernefs, a fingle figure i 
his air and motion are dignified. Mengs 
fini/lied this picture for his fi-iend M. de Liana> 
formerly envoy to the court of Parma. 

In order to diftinguifli St. John, the artifl 
drew on one fide of the pidure the head of 
a fheep badly executed. Mengs having co- 
pied this pidure for a friend, omitted the 
fheep's head, and inferred in its place a trunk 
of a tree, which had a picturefque efFeft. 
The St. John, in the emprefs's coUeftiony 
is a third copy of the fime fubjedt ; the 
figure, though of a fmaller fize, being the 
fame as in the two former, and the fheep's 
head is omitted. Mengs has not in this in- 
flance alone re-copied his figures. He painted 
his own portrait for Mr. de Saphorin, and from 
this pidture he made fcveral copies ; one he 
fent to the gallery of Florence, a fecond is at 
Turin, a third at Madrid, and a fourth in the 
pofleflion of his friend, Mr. Azara, at Rome. 

This circumftance fufficicntly fhews, that 
the great mailers frequently copied their own 
works ; and proves the poflibility of finding 
fevcral paintings in the different coUedions, 
which, although exadly the fame, are equally 
originals. In general the mafter orders his 
beft fcholars to copy the outlines, which he 

corrects 
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corrcdls and re- touches. The fcholars tlien 
fketch the remainder, and the mafler reviles 
and finlfhes the whole. 

The queftion, which is the original ? is 
frequently puerile ; for fcmetimes the fecond 
is better and more lludied than the firft. In- 
deed, when the painter employs his fcholars 
too much in thefe copits, as Rubens was ac- 
cuftomed to do, the perfeftion of the original 
ufually fuffers by thefe frequent repetitions ; 
as the hafty touches of the mafter cannot cor- 
red: the defedls of the fcholars. 

It is a well-known anecdote, that Raphael 
Iiimfelf niiftook a copy of one of his own 
pidures, done by Andrea del Sarto, for the 
originaL Three paintings of his celebrated 
John the Baptift are now exifting, of which 
it is impoffible to difcover which is the fineft, 
or which is the ori^jinal. One of thefe is in 
the great duke's gallery at Florence, a fecond 
in a private colleftion at Rome, and the third 
in the palais royal at Paris. . . 

Under ^the fame circumftances may alfo be 
mentioned the celebrated portrait of Lord 
Straiford didating to his fecretary, of which I 
have feen three, one at Wentworth liouie, the 
fecond at Wentworth cafde, and the third at 
Blenheim. 

Vol. IL • X The 
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The ordinary diftribution of the emprefs's 
time at Peterlburgh, as far as I could colledt 
from inquiries which I had many opportu- 
nities of making, as it concerns fo great 
a princefs, cannot be unacceptable to the 
reader. 

Her majefty ufually rifes about fix, and is 
engaged till eight or nine in public bufmefs 
with her fecretary. At ten ftie generally be- 
gins her toilet ; and while her hair is dreffing, 
the ministers of ftate, and her aid- de-camps 
in waiting, pay their refpefts and receive their 
orders. Being drclTed about eleven, fhe fends 
for her grand -children the young princes 
Alexander and Conftantine, or viiits them in 
their own apartment. Before dinner (he receives 
a vifit from the great-duke and duchefs ; and 
fits down to table rather before one. She has 
always company at dinner, ufually about nine 
perfons, confifting of the generals and lords 
in waiting, a lady of the bed-chamber, a maid 
of honour, and two or three of the Ruffian 
nobility, whom Ihe invites. Their imperial 
highnelfcs dine with her three times in the 
week, on which days the party is encreafed 
to eighteen perfons. The lord of the bed- 
chamber in waiting, who always fits oppofitc 
to the emprefs, carves one dilh and prefents 

it 
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it to her; an attention, which, after having^ 
once politely accepted, fhe afterwards dif- 
penfes with. Her majefly is remarkably tem- 
perate, and is feldom at table more than an 
hour. From thence fhe retires to her own 
apartment ; and about three frequently repairs 
to her library in the Hermitage. At five fhe 
goes to the theatre or to a private concert ; 
and, when there is no court in the evening, 
has a private party at cards* She feldom fups ; 
generally retires at half pall ten j and is ufu- 
ally in bed before eleven. 

The great- duke is extremely fond of the 
manage ; and, two or three times in the week, 
takes the diverfion of a tournament, v/hich is 
thus defcribed in my friend Colonel Floyd's 
Journal : " Count Orlof having obtained the 
*^ great-duke's permiflion for me to attend the 
" manage of the court, I accordingly v/ent 
this morning to fee a tournament. His 
imperial highnefs and eleven of his nobles, 
drefled in uniforms of buff and geld, and 
armed with a lance, fword, and piftols, 
were aflembled by nine o'clock, although it 

* An Italian opera, a company of Ruffian and another 
of French players were, in 1778, maintained at her ma- 
jefty's expence, at which the fpeitators were admitted 
gratis. 

X 2 ^va*s 
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" was as yet dulk. The great-duke drew 

" them up by pairs ; and upon the found 
of the trumpet, himfelf and the knights 

" immediately mounted their horfes, and re- 
tired in due order without the rails. Two 

" rings were fufpended on oppolite fides of 

" the walls on each fide of the manage ; at 
each corner was a moor's head of pafte- 

" board, or an apple fixed upon a pole, and 
between them two heads with a fquib 
in their mouths. Thcfe were all placed 
upon ftands almoft as high as a man on 

" horfeback, and at fomc paces from the 
wall; at each end was alfo an helmet of 

" pafteboard roiled upon a ftand about a foot 
from the ground, and about four from the 
wall The two judges, with Lord Her- 
bert and myfelf, who were the ^ only fpec- 

" tators, took our rtation on the outfide of the 

" rail. Upon a fccond fignal from the trum- 
pet two knights entered at oppofite ends of 

^ the manage. A band of mufic played a 

^* quick air ; while each knight, galloping his 
horfe to the right, and making a volt, fa- 

" luted with their lances at the fame time ; 

" then, continuing their courfe round the 
manage, each ran with his Mance, firft at 
the rings fufpended from the walls, and 

next 
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next at the moor's heads ; after which they 
deHvered their lances, as they went on, to 
their fervants on foot. The knights then 
drew their piflols, and each making a fe- 
cond volt round the other "heads, difcharged 
them in order to fet fire to the fquib , then, 
" purfuing their courfe round the manage, 
^' they drew their fwords, and, -making a 
^' third volt round the apple, endeavoured to 
ftrikc it to the ground. They finidied their 
career by ftcoping down, and, as they gal- 
loped by, thrufling their fwords through 
the helmets ; then poifing them in the air, 
^' they met in the middle, and riding to- 
^' wards the judge, faluted him, related the 
attempts in which they had fucceeded, and 
demanded their prizes : the prize was about 
four Ihillings for ea,ch atchievement, and an 
equal value was paid for every failure. The 
" whole was performed on a continued gallop, 
and always to the right. In running at 
the ring, the head, or the helmet j it is 
efteemed honourable to put the horfe into 
full career, which encreafes the difiiculty. 
The judge having bellowed the rewards, or 
" taken the forfeits, ordered the two knights 
^ io retire. The trumpets again founding, 
two others made their appearance, and per- 

X 3 ^ " formed 
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" fornied the fame manoeuvres- This exercife 
was repeated twice by each pair of knights. 
The whole troop then entered at the fame 
,time, marched, charged, formed, drew and 
" returned their fwords, and difmounted by 
" word of command from the i^rcat-duke• 
" At the conclufion they adjourned to the 
** fire ; chocolate was brought in ; and, after 
** a fhort converfation, the great-duke bowed 
" and retired." 

The Rullian nobility of Peterfbiirgh are no 
lefs than thofe of Mofcow diftinguifhed for 
their hofpitality towards foreigners. We were 
no fooner prefented to a perfon of rank and 
fortune, than we were regarded in the light of 
doineilic vifitants. Many of the nobility keep 
an open table, to which the firil: invitation 
was confidered as a landing pafTport of ad- 
million. The only form necefTary to be ob- 
fervcd on this occafion was to make inquiiy 
in the morning if the maftcr of the houfe 
dined at home j ;;nd if he did, we, without 
further ceremony, prefented ourfclves at his 
table. The oftener we appeared at thcfe hof- 
pitable boaids, the more acceptable guelh we 
were crtcerred j and we always feemed to con- 
fcr, inftead of receiving, an obligation, 

3 The 
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The tables were fcrved with great profufion 
and tafte. Though the Ruflians have adopted 
the delicacies of French cookery; yet they nei- 
ther afFedt to defpife their native difLes, nor 
fqueamifhly rejedt the folid joints which cha- 
radterize our repafls. The plaineft, as well as the 
choicefl viands, were collecfted from the moll 
diftant quarters : I have frequently feen at the 
fame time fterlet from the Volga ; veal from 
Archangel y mutton from Aftrachan ; beef 
from the Ukraine; and pheafants from Hungary 
^nd Bohemic^, Their common wines are chiefly 
claret, Burgundy, and Champaigne j and I never 
tailed Englifh beer and porter in greater perfec- 
tion and abundance. Before dinner, even in the 
houfes of perfons of the firll diftindion ; 
a fmall table is fpread in a corner of the 
drawing room, covered with plates of caviare, 
dried and pickled herrings, fmoked ham or 
tongue, bread, butter, and cheefe, together 
with bottles of different liqueurs ; and few of 
the company of either fex omitted a prelude 
of this kind to the main entertainment. This 
practice has induced many travellers to relate, 
that the Ruffians fwallow bowls of brandy 
before dinner, What are the ufages of the 
vulgar in this particular I cannot determine ; 
but amang the nobility I never obferved the 

X 4 leaft 
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leaft violation of the moft extreme fobriety: 
and this cuftom of taking liqueur before din- 
ner, confidering the extreme fmaUnefs of the 
, 2:laffes ufed on this occafion, is a very inno- 
cent refrefliment, and will not convey the 
fainted idea of excefs. Indeed the Ruffians 
in no other wife differ from the French in this 
inftance ; than that they tafte a glafs of liqueur 
before their repaft, * while the latter defer it 
till after dinner. The ufual hour of dining 
is at three : their entertainments are moftly 
regulated according to the French ceremonial, 
the wine being circulated during meals ; and 
the dilhes are no fooner removed than tlie 
company retire from table into another room^ 
and are immediately ferved with coffee. Nor 
do the gentlemen, as in England, continue 
v/edded to the bottle ; while the ladies with- 
draw into a feparate apartment. 

Several of the nobility alfo receive company 
every evening in the moll eafy manner: the 
parties ufually met about fcven ; forr^e ilu 
down to whift, macao, loo, and other games ; 
fome convcrfcd, and others danced. Ahiid 
the refrelhmerjts tea was handed round no 
lefs iTcquently than England. At ten 
fupper was brought in; and the party ge- 
nerally broke up between eleven and twelve. 
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It is no exaggeration to fay, that, during our 
continuance in this city, not one evening 
palled but we had it in our power to attend 
an affembly of this fort ; and if we had always 
frequented the fame, we ftiould always have 
found the greateft cordiality of reception. 
From thefe circumflianccs there is perhaps 
no metropolis in Europe, excepting Vienna, 
which is rendered more agreeable to foreigners 
than Peterfburgh. 

The houfes of the nobility are furnifhed 
with ereat elec-ance ; and the fuite of-apart- 
ments in v/hich they receive company i^-uh*- 
commonly fplendid. They are fitted up in 
the ftyle of London and Paris ; and the new 
falhions make their appearance as foon as in 
thofe two capitals, 

I have, on a former occafion, defcribed 
the modes of falutation pradifed by the pea- 
fdnts and comnion people ; I lhall here men- 
tion thofe which I obferved in ufc among 
perfons of higher rank. The gentlemen bow 
very low ; and the ladies incline their heads 
infread of curtfyins:- Sometimes the ^-entle- 

JO - o 

men kifs the ladies hands as a mark of refpedl, 
which is ufua,l in many countries : i/ the 
parties are well acquainted, or of cquiil co:idr- 
tion, or if the lady mean^ to pay a compli- 
ment ; 
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ment ; Ihe falutes his cheek while he is kifling 

her hand. Frequently, while fhe ftoops to 

touch his cheek, he takes that opportunity 

of faluting her- I have often obferved this 

ceremony performed and repeated, as well in 

the drawing-room at court, as at the different 

affemblies. If the gentleman is a pcrfon of 

very high rank, the lady offers firll: to kifs his 

hand, which he prevents by faluting her on 

the cheek. The men, and particularly re^ 

lations, exchange falutes in this manner; 

each kifling the other's hand at the fame 

inflant, and afterwards their cheeks. 

The Ruffians, in their ufual mode of ad-^ 

drefs, never prefix any title or appellation of 

refpeft to their names ; but perfons of all 

ranks, even thofe of the firll dillindion, call 

each other by their chriftian names, to which 

they add a patronymic. Thefe patronymics 

arc formed in fome cafes by adding Vitch * 

to the chriftian name of the father, in others 

by Of or Ef ; the former is applied only to 

perfons of condition, the latter to thofe of 

inferior rank. Thus, 

Ivan Ivanovitch 7 . • 1. r 

Ivan Ivanof 5 ^^"^ 

Peter Alexievitch ) p ^ , . ... . 

Peter Alcxeof } ^^"^ Alexey, 



Vitch is the fame as our Fitz, as Fitzherbcrt, or the 
fun of Herbert. 

The 
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The female patronymic is Efna or Ofna, as 
Sophia Alexefna, or Sophia the daughter of 
Alexey j Maria Ivanofna, or Maria the daugh- 
ter of i van. 

Great families arc alfo in general diftin- 
guifhed by a furname, as thofc of Romanoff 
Gaiitzin, Sheremetof, &c. 

Travellers who have experienced the great 
politenefs and tafte, which diftinguifh the 
behaviour and manners of the Ruffian nobi- 
lity, boih in their entertainments and aflem- 
blies, mull be furprized to find ; that fcarcely 
fixty years ago Peter the Great ^' thought it 
necefiary to eflablifli the following regulation* 
by authority. 

Regulations for aflemblies at Peterfburgh 
in 1719. 

" Aflembly Is a French term, v/hich cannot be rendered 
in RuHian in one word: It fignifies a number of perfons 
meeting together, cither for diverfion, or to talk about 
their own affairs. Friends may fee each other on that 
occafion to confer together on bufinefs or other fubje£tb, 

" to enquire after domeftic and foreign news, and fo to 
pufs their time. After what manner we will have thofe 
iilfemblies kept, may be learned from what follows. 
I. " The perfon, at whofe houfe the anembly is to be in 
the evening, is to han^ out a bill or other fign, to give 

" notice to all perfons of either fex. 

♦ Perry's State of Ruffia, vol. 1. p. 186. 

il. " The 
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II. The alFembly flidl not begin fooner than four or 
five in the afternoon, nor continue later than ten at 

III. " The m?.fter of the houfe is not obhgcd to go and 
« meet his gueftf, to cunduft them out, or to entertain 

them ; but though himfclf is exempt from waiting on 
« them, he ought to find chairs, candles, drink, and all the 
necefTaries afked for, as alfo to provide for all forts of 
gaming, and what belongs thereto. 

IV. " No certain hour is fixed for any body's coming 
tt or going *, it is fulficient if one makes his appearance in 

the afTcmbly. 

V. It is left to every one's liberty to fit, walk, Oj- 
it play, juft as he likes; nor ftiall any body hinder him, or 

take exception at what he does, on pain of emptying the 
Great Eagle (a bowl filled with wine or brandy). As 
« for the reft, it is enough to falutc at coming and going. 

VI. " Perfo;is of rank, as, for inftancc, noblemen, and 
fuperior officers, likewlfe merchants of note, and head- 

^< mafters, (by which are underftood {hip-buildcrs), perfons 
employed in the Chancery, and their wives and children, 
« fhall have liberty of frequenting the alTcmblies. 

VII. " A particular place ftiall be afligned to the foot^ 
" men (thofe of the houfe excepted), that there may be 

futficicnt room in the apartments defigned for the aflem- 
bly." 

The Englifli merchants live in a v^ry fo- 
cial and even fplendid manner. Bclides con-r 
ftant meetings at their refpedtive houfes j they 
have, once in a fortnight, a regular aflembly, 
to which ihc]^ obligingly invite all their coun- 
trymen who happen to be at Peterlburgh, and 

occaiionally 
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occafiondly lome Ruffian ladies. There is a 
ball, cards, and fupper : twelve or fourteen 
couple ufually dance at thefe meetings, which 
are perfectly cheerful and agreeable. 

A traveller who frequents the houfes of the 
Ruflian nobility will be ftruck with the va- 
riety of complexions and faces which are ob- 
fervable among the retainers' and fervants ; 
Rulfians, Fins, Laplanders, Georgians, Cir- 
caffians, Poles, Tartars, and Calmucs. He 
wiW likewife be no lefs furprifed on being in- 
formed, that many of the fervants, who be- 
long to the Englifli and other foreigners, are 
Mahometans, of v/hom numerous colonies are 
ftill refident in this vafi: empire. 
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CHAP. V. 

Defcrtption of the fortrefs of Peterfburgh. — 
Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul. — Tomb and 
character of Peter the Great, and tkofe of 
the imperial family. — Mint. — Hijhry of the 
boat called The Little Grandfire, ^bich gave 
rife, to the Ruffian navy upon the Black 
Sea. 

THE origin of the fortrefs, which oc- 
cafioned the foundation of this capital, 
has been already related in the general defcrip- 
tion of Peterfburgh. Its walls of brick, faced 
with hewn granite, and ftrengthened with five 
regular baftions, encircle a fmall ifland of 
about half a mile in circumference, formed by 
the Great and Little Neva. Within the walls 
arc barracks for a fmall garrifbn ; feveral wards 
'jfcd as a common jail ; and dungeons for the 
confinement of rtate-prifoners. 

In the middle of the ifland ftands the ca- 
thedral of St. Peter and Paul, in a different 
ftyle of architedure from that ufually employed 
Li the conflrudion of churches for the fervice 
of the Greek religion. Inllead of domes, it 

has 
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has a fpire of copper gilt, the highefh part 
whereof rifes above 240 feet from the ground. 
Its interior decorations are much more ele- 
gant and lefs gaudy than tho'fe in the churches 
of Novogorod and Mofcow ; and the paint- 
ings are executed in the modern fhyle of the 
Italian fchool, and not in the dry manner of 
the Greek mafters. 

In this cathedral are depofited the remains 
of Peter the Great, and of all the fucqeffive 
fovereigns, excepting thofe of Peter II. buried 
at Mofcow, and of the late unfortunate 
Peter III. interred in the convent of Sl 
Alexander Nevlki. The tombs are of marble, 
and in the fhape of a fquare coffin; and, one 
only excepted, have an infcription in the 
Ruffian tongue : when I faw them they were 
covered with gold brocade, bordered with 
filver lace and ermine. 

I viewed, not without a peculiar kind of 
veneration and awe, the fepulchre which con- 
tains the body of Peter I. who founded the 
greatnefs of the Ruffian empire : the fternnefs, 
or rather the ferocity, of whofe difpofition, 
neither fpared age nor fer, nor the deareil 
connections ; and who yet, with a flrcng 
degree of compundlion, was accuftomed to 
fay of himfelf, I can reform my peopkw 

but 
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" but I cannot reform myfelf/' A * royal 
hiftorlan has juflly obkryed of Peter, that 
he covered the cruelties of a tyrant by the 
virtues of a legillator. We muft readily 
allow that he confiderably reformed and ci- 
vilized his f\:bjed:s ; that he created a navy ; 
that he new-modelled and difciplined his 
army ; tint he promoted the arts and fciences, 
agriculture, and commerce ; and laid the 
foundation of that glory which Ruffia has 
fmce attained. But, inftead of crying out 
in the language of panegyric, 

Enibefce, ars ! Hie vir maximus tibi nihil debuit: 
Exulta, iiatura ! Hoc ftupcndium tuum eft f - 

We may, on thj contrary, venture to regret 
that he was not taught the lellbns of hu- 
maniiy j that his fublime and unruly genius 
was not controuled and improved by proper 
culture ; nor his fvvage nature correded and 
foftened by the r^^^- v'^^^-'s of art. And if 

* Pierre I. mourut dans ccs circonftanccs, laiflant dans 
le monde plutot I:i reputation d'un homme extraordinaire, 
que d'un grand homm;r, h couvrant les cruaiiies d^un Tiran 
ties vcrtui irttn Icgijlit.ur. Hift. de la Maifon de Bran- 
debourg. 

f Blufh, art ! this hero owed thee nothing, 
txtll^, nature ! for this prodigy is all thy own* 
See Gordon's Life of Peter* .Vol. IL 

Peter 
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Peter failed in enlightening the mafs of his 
fubjedls as much as he wifhed j the failure 
was principally occafioned by his own pre- 
cipitate temper; by the chimerical idea of 
introducing the arts and fciences by force > 
and of performing in a moment what can 
only be the gradual work of time ; by vio- 
lating the eftablifhed cuftoms of his people ; 
and, in contradidlion to the dictates of found 
policy^ requiring an immediate facrifice of 
thofe prejudices which had been fandtified 
by ages. In a word, his failure was the 
failure of a fuperior genius wandering with- 
out a guide j and the greateft eulogium we 
can juftly offer to his extraordinary character, 
is to allow that his virtues were his own ; 
and his defedls thofe of his education and 
country. 

Peter the Great was born at Mofcow on 
the 30th of May, O. S. 1672 5 and died at 
Peterlburgh on the 28th of January, 1725, in 
the 53d year of his age, and in the 44th of a 
glorious reign. 

I obferved near the tomb of Peter fome 
Turkifh colours : they were taken in the 
naval engagement of Tchefme, difplayed dur- 
ing a folemn proceffion in honour of that 
vidory ; and then placed by the hand of the 

Vol. II, Y prefent 
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prefent emprefs at the tomb of the fovereign 
who was the founder of the Ruffian navy. 

Near the afhes of Peter are depofited thofe 
of his fecond wife and fucceffor Catharine I., 
the beautiful Livonian, who, by a wonderful 
train of events, was exalted from a cottage to 
unbounded fovereignty *. 

In the vault of this church, but without 
amy tomb or infcription, lies Alexey fon of 
Peter I. who fell a facrifice to the artifices of 
the defigning Mentchikof, and to the refent- 
ment of an inhuman, though, perhaps, juftly 
ottended father. The recollediion of his fate 
makes a ftrong imprefllon on a feeling mind ; 
and muft ftill more forcibly ftrike a fubje<ft of 
the Britirti empire ; where will is not law ; 
where the heir apparent is as fecure as the 
fovereign himfelf; and where the right of 
fucceffion ftands irrevocable, not to be altered 
by the caprice or jealoufy of a reigning mo- 
narch. The fpeculative theorift may indeed 
argue for Peter, that there ought to be a 
power invefted in the fovereign to exclude an 
unworthy fuccelfor, who Ihotild threateA to 
overturn his plans of reformation, and again 

• See an account of Catharine I. in Chap. VII. of thi? 
Book. 
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to plunge his country into the barbarifm from 
which he had raifed it with fo much difficulty. 
But, in effect, this is nothing lefs than ren- 
dering the fate of a whole empire abfolutely 
dependent upon the will of one perfon, who, 
during his life, may change his heir as often 
as he changes his opinion; .or who, like 
Peter, may expire without nominating his 
fuccelTor j and leave the crown to be feized 
or difputed by thofe who have not the leafl 
(hadow of pretenfion- By thefe means ther 
throne is open to every claimant, who may 
have a chance of fecuring the concurrence of 
the army- If all the evils which might 
have been expedted from this change of the 
fucceflion have not been hitherto experienced 
in Ruflia, it muft be afcribed to the following 
confideration : that notwithftanding the abfo- 
lute power which the fovereign polTefled of 
nominating his heir ; yet the notions of he- 
reditary right, and the privilege of primo- 
geniture, though annulled by Peter's law, 
flill retained a confiderable degree of influence 
in the opinion of the nation. The exclu- 
fion, however, of Alexey, the decree * fubfe- 

quent 

* " In the month of February, 1722, a proclamation 
^ was made by the found of trumpet," requiring every 

Y 2 natural- 
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quent to his death, and the unfettled idels 
concerning the right of fucceffion neceflarily 

introduced 

« natural-born fubje£l of the Ruffian empire, and all 
" foreigners then refiding there, to fwear and fign an 

oath, ' that they will acknowledge, as fucce/Tor to the 

empire, the perfon whom his majefty fhall nominate for 
" their fovercign, after his death*' This order ftruck a 

damp on the fpirits of every body, when they reflected 
" on the undoubted title of the young prince Peter, his 
" majcfty's grandfon, and only remaining heir of the im- 
" perial family." Brucc's Memoirs, p.^226. 

The oath was thus worded: " I do vow and fwear 

before Almighty God, and upon the Holy Evangelifts, 
*^ that 1 own and acknowledge the decree concerning the 
• fucccfTion to the crown of Ruffia, publiflied the 5th of 
" February, 1 722, by order of the moft illuftrious and 
*^ mighty prince, Peter I. emperor and fovereign of all 

RufTia, our moft gracious lord and mafter : wherein it is 
" ordained, that the pref^nt^ or any jucceedhig emperor of 

Rujfia^ not only may at pleafure nominate and appoint a fuc- 
" cejfor to the crown^ but like^vije alter the fuccejfton^ as often 

as hfy the pre/enty or any other fucceeding emperor Jhall fee 
" caufcyor think ft. This imperial ordinance, I the under- 
" named do acknowledge to be juft and right, and promife 

all due obedience to the perfon fo named and appointed 

fucceflor to the imperial crown of Ruffia ; I will hold 
" and acknowledge him to be the only lawful heir, and my 
" only fovercign, and accordingly will hazard life aild for- 

tune to maintain him on the throne, and defeat the de- 

figns of his enemies. Moreover, if I (hall cvt-r be 
^ found to a£l contrary to this oath, or to put any other 

conftrudion upon it, then, and in that cafe, I will be 

accounted 
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introduced by that fatal mandate, have oc- 
cafioned frequent revolutions in the govern- 
ment of this country j and the difpofal of the 
fceptre has in fome meafure depended upon 
the regiments of guards ^ ftationed in the 

^ capital. 

" accounted a traitor, and not only be liable to an ignomi- 
nious death, but alfo to the anathema of the church. In 
confirmation of which, I kifs the Holy Gofpel and Crofs, 

" and hereunto do fet my hand." 

. * The licentious conduft of the guards (foon after the 
accqflion of Catharine I.), which proceeded from their 
power of difpofing of the crown, was uncontroulable. 
" Although the emprefs appeared to rule with an abfolute 
" authority, yet it is certain that flie entirely depended upou 
^ the caprice of the Preobreflienlky regiment of guards, 
and the nobles who had placed her upon her throne, nei- 
ther of whom (he durft contradift or reduce. Catharine, 
" well aware of her fituation, endeavoured to free herfelf 
from this dependent ftate, by declaring all the majors, 
" who bad moft authority, lieutenant-generals ; and, under 
pretence of thefe promotions, to remove them from the 
" regiment of guards, and, in their ftead, to appoint feveral 
" foreigners, who were officers in the other regiments, to 
" be majors; but as the captains of the guards were unani- 
moufly diflatisfied with thefe regulations, fhc was con- 
" ftrained to place affairs upon the old footing." Auftriaii 
Envoy in B. H. M. XI. p. 507. 

Alfo, upon Elizabeth's acceffion, Manftein fays, " The 
whole company of grenadiers of the regiment of Preo- 
breftienfky were ennobled and promoted. The private 
men had the rank of lieutenants 5 and the corporals of 

Y 3 " majors j 
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capital. Though I do not mean to juftify 
the condud of Alexey } yet I cannot but 
alTent to the opinion of a judicious hiftorian, 
that as Peter I. opened by this law an abun- 

majors ; the armourer and quarter-mafter that of lieute- 
" nant-colonels j and the ferjeants that of colonels of the 
" army. It was called the company of body-guards. 
" Grunfteln was made adjutant of this company, with 
" the title of brigadier. He did not long keep his 
" ground ; accuftomed to the low ambition of a private 
« foldier, h'ls head was took weak to bear a higher fortune, 

and growing giddy with his preferment, he was guilty of 

all kind of infolences, broke out into difrefped to the em- 
" prefs herfelf, and ended with undergoing the knOut, and 
« being banifhcd to the lands which the emprefs had given 

him, when fhe firft promoted him. 

" This company committed all imaginable diforders for 
" the firft months that the emprefs remained at Peterlburgh, 
^ The new noble lieutenants ran through all the dirtieft 
" public-houfcs, got drunk, and wallowed in the ftreets. 
^ They entered into the houfes of the greateft noblemen, 
" demanding money with threats, and took away, without 

ceremony, whatever they liked. Thej*e was no keeping 
" within bounds, men, who having been all their life-time 
" ufed to be difciplined by drubbing, could not prefently 
" familiarife themfelves to a more civil treatment. It 
" muft have been the work of time to reduce them to 

good manners. I do not know whether they were ever 
" brought to corred themfelves, but the moft unruly of 

them were expelled the corps, and placed as officers in 
" other regiments of the army, where the vacancies were 

many. An admirable expedient this for procuring ex- 

ccllent officers Memoirs of Ruffia, p. 319, 320. 

dant 
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dant fource of troubles and confufion, it had 
been better for the country if that weak 
prince, with all his defeds, had been fuffered 
to reign ^. And I may venture to add, that 

the 

* " C'eft ^ cette imprudente loiy qu'on doit attribuer 
" toutes les revolutions qui ont afflige la Ruflie. ,C'ell 
Pierre I qui a ouvert dans fon empire cette fource abcn- 
dante de troubles et de defolation. Ne valait-il pas 
" mieux qu* Alexis regnat.'' L'Evefque, vol. IV. 
p. 454. 

An ingenious author, 'who has lately publiflied part of a 
voluminous work upon Ruffia, controverts this judicious 
refledion, juftifies this decree of Peter, and denies that it 
had the leaft bad tendency, or has been the caufe of any 
revolutions. See Le Clerc's Hift. Moderne de RulTie, 
p. 441 to 445. 

His arguments, however, will fcarcely appear convincing 
to any perfon who has peruled with attention the Hiftory of 
Ruflia fince the demifc of Peter the Great ; and muft ap- 
pear of little weight, unlefs the following queries can be 
anfwered in the negative. 

Was not the accclTion of Catharine I. a revolution ? 
The abolition of dcfpotic authority, and the eledion of 
Anne, a revolution ? The refumption of defpotic authority 
by the fame emprefs, a revolution ? The removal of Biren 
from the regency, a revolution ? The acce/iion of Elizabeth, 
a revolution ? The dethronement of Peter III. and the ac- 
cellion of Catharine (though juftified by the peculiar fitua- 
tion of the empire) a revolution? Were they not all oc- 
cafioned by the loofe notions concerning' the right of fuc- 
cellion, and accompliilied by the intervention of the guards ? 
Were not the execution, fcourging, and baniO^ment of 

Y 4 many 
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the re-eftablifhment of hereditary right may 
be juftly claffed among the foremoft of thofe 
excellent regulatidns, which diftingiiifh the 
reign of Catharine II. 

In the fame vault, w^hich contains 'the body 
of the unfortunate Alexey, is placed that of 
Charlotte Chriftina Sophia princefs of Brunf- 
wick, his no lefs unfortunate wife j and whofe 
fate is more afFedting, becaufe (he deferved it 
Icfs. She was born in 1694 ; married in 171 1 
the tzarovitch, who had feen her at her father's 
court J and died on the firft of November, 
171 5, partly of a broken heart occafioned by 
her hulband's ill treatment, and partly by the 
confequences of her delivery of Peter IL * 

many principal nobles, the confifcation of eftates, and the 
confinement of numberlefs ftate-pri (oners, the fatal confe- 
quences of thefe frequent changes ? the laft excepted, when 
the lenity of the emprefs fpared the vifual victims to policy 
and refentmcnt. Have not thefe civil feuds, which fo lon^- 
convulfcd this empire^ been diminiflied by the well- 
grounded expectation of an unbroken hereditary line in the 
prcfent imperial family ? And as the influence of Peter's 
fatal decree is confiderably abated, and the moll diftant 
probability of another revolution fcarcely exifts, has not 
the rapid increafe of commerce and population throughout 
every part of this vaft empire proclaimed the beneficial 
eftci^ts of the more ftable government of Catharine II ? 

* See an account of this princefs in Chap. VIIL of 
this Book* 

Among 
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Among the imperial fepulchres is that of 
Anne of Holftein, eldeft daughter of Peter 
and Catharine, who is left known^ though far 
more deferving of notice, than her fifter the 
emprefs Elizabeth, becaufe her virtues were 
not ennobled by a diadem. Anne is eiefcrib- 
^d * as a princefs of a majeftic form and 
exprellive features^ of an excellent and im- 
proved underftanding, and of irreproachable 
morals. While fhe was very young, count 
Apraxin, a Ruffian nobleman, paid his ad- 
drelTes to her, but was rejedled with fcorn. 
JSFpt daunted, however, with this repulfe, he 

* " AnnaPetrowna relTembloit de vifaaie et d'humeur a 
foil augufte pere, mais la nature et reducation avoieiit 
tout embelli chez elle. On lui paflbit plus de ciaq pies 
de hauteur, en faveur d'une taille extremement deliee, ct 
d'une finefle parfaite dans toutes fes proportions. Riea 

" de plus majeftueux que fon port et fa phyfionomie, rieii 
de plus regulier que fes traits, et non obftant cela, des 

" graces tendres dans le regard et le fourire^ des chcveux 

" et des fourcils noirs, un teint d'une blancheur eclatante, 
• " et ce vermilion frais et delicat qui reftera fans cefle 
inimitable au fard ; les yeux d'une couleur indecife et 
d'un feu eblouifant. Bref, de pied ea cap Tenvie n'y 
pouvcit trouvcr aucun defaut. Avec cela un jugement 
penetrant, une vraie candeur et bonte dc caradtere, libe- 
rale, et magnifique, tres bien inftruite, parlant elegam- 
ment fa langue maternelle, le Francois, TAlkinand, I'lra- 
lien et le Suedois." Baflewitz in Buf. Hif. Mag. IX, 

p. 3703371- 

continued 
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continued his courtfliip ; and, finding her one 
day alone/ he threw himfelf at her feet j of- 
fered his fword ; and entreated her to put an 
ciyd to his life and mifery. " Give it me/' 
faid the princefs, ftretching out her hand, 
you fhall fee, that the daughter of your 
emperor has ftrcngth and fpirit fufficient 
to rid herfsjlf of a wretch who infults herJ* 
The count, apprehenfive that (he might ex- 
ecute her threat, withdrew the fword j and 
demanded inftant pardon ; and, as the princefs 
told the ftory with great humour, became the 
derifion of the court *. 

Anne efpoufed, in 1725, Charles Frederick 
duke of Holftein-Gottorp, to whom (he had 
been long betrothed. Bred- up wath the ex- 
pevflation of two crowns -f, llie was difap- 

pointed 

* BafTcwitz, p. 371. 

I Thofe of Sweden and Ruflia : the former by marriage^ 
and the latter by her father's nomination. 

With refpecl to the former, her hufband, the only fon 
of Hcdwlge eldeft fifter of Charles XII. was, upon that 
monarch's death, the undoubted heir of the Swedifh crown, 
but was* fct afide by the Swedes, who preferred Ulrica 
Eleonora, Charles's youngcft fiftcr. See Genealogical table 
of the Houfc of Vafa, and the chapter on the death of 
Charles XIL both in the fourth volume. 

As to her expectations of the Ruffian crown, Baflevitz, 
her hufband's miniller, pofitively aflerts, that Peter I. had 

formed 
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pointed of both; nominated by her mother 
Catharine I, one of the council of regency 

during 

formed the refolulioa of raifingher to the throne. " C'e- 
toitdans les mains dc cctte princefrcj que Pierre le Grand 
^ fouhaitoit de voir pafTer fon fceptre/' Buf. Hif. Mag. IX, 

A (bort time before his laft iUnefs he explained to her 
and the duke of Holftein the fyftem Ue had purfued during 
his reign, and inftrufted them in the details of government. 
While he lay upon his death-bed, having recovered his 
underftanding by a n>omentary intermiflion of the delirium 
(fee Chapter VIII. on Catharine I.), he called for Anne 
to dictate his laft fentiments, but upon her arrival he re- 
lapfed into his former ftate of infenfibility. Ibid. p. 372. 

It alfo appears, from the following extra£ls from Sir 
Luke Schaube's papers, in the poflcfiion of the Earl of 
Hardv^icke, that Peter had even taken fome fteps towards 
fettling the crown upon his daughter Anne. 

" Le Cardinal [Dubois] ne paroit guere touche dc Pin- 
juftice qui feroit faite au fils du czarowitz j et il dit^ 
que fi le czar reghroit la jucceffion en faveur de fa filler il 
tiudrolt bien que ccux qui voudroient fe lier avec lui de 
" fon vivant, promifient de la maintenir apres fa mortj 
apres laquelle toutefois il arriveroit vrayfemblablement 
de cette difpofition comme fi elle n'avoit jamais exifte/' 
txtradl of a letter from Sir Luke Schaube to Lord Car- 
teret, dated Faris Jan. 20, 1722. 

" Ce'que les miniftres Mofcovites difolent au Monf. 
" de Campredon que le czar vculut fe procurer une ga- 
rantie pour la fuccejjion a fes etats de la maniere qii^il fe 
" propofe de Petahlir^ paroit fort fmgulier. Sec. Par rapport 
2kV exclufton de Jon petit-fih en faveur de fa Jjllr^{d.nsi\iuX* 

" quer 
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during the minority of Peter II. ; excluded 
from that council after having only once 
taken her feat, by the defpotifm of prince 
Menzikof, whom (he herfelf had promoted 
with all her influences driven from Ruffia 
by the mandate of that arrogant minifter ; (he 
retired with her hufband to Kiel ; where flie 
died in 1728, in the iid year of her age, and 
leaving one fon, the unfortunate Peter III. 

Her coufm the emprefs Anne fecond 
daughter of Ivan Alexievitch, lies interred in 

the 

cjuer en meme temps a quel prince il la deftine." Ex- 
tra(ft from a letter of Lord Carteret to the Cardinal du 
Bois, dated Jan. 172 1 -2. 

The decree which he ifTued in February, 1722, feemed a 
prelude to this appointmentj which was probably prevented 
by the fuddcnncfs of his death. 

Catharine I. was no lefs inclined to appoint Anne her 
fuccc/Tor, and a ftrong party was formed in her favour; 
but that emprefs was prevented from following her inclina- 
tions in this inftance by the fhortncfs of her reign, and the 
danger of excluding Peter Alcxievitch ; who, as the grand- 
fon of Peter the Great, was fupported by a ftill more pow- 
erful party. 

* The czarina is about my height, but a very large- 
made woman, very well ihapcd for her fize, and eafy and 
graceful in her peifon. She has a brown complexion, black 
" hair, dark and blue eyes ; (he has an awfulnefs in her coun- 
" tenance that ftrikes you at firft fight; but when Ihe 
fpeaks, (he has a fmile about her mouth that is incxpreflibly 
fwcet. She talks a good deal to every body, and has fuch 

" an 
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the fame cathedril. She was widow of the 
duke of Courland j and refided at Mittau, 
when (he was unexpedtedly called to take 
polTeffion of the empire. Upon the death of 
Peter II. without ilTue> the fceptre, according 
to Catharine's will, ought to have reverted to 
her grandfon, afterwards Peter III. fon of 
Anne of Holftein 3 but as hereditary right was 
abolifhed by Peter's decree ; and no fucceffor 
was appointed by Peter 11. a privy council of 
feven nobles, in whom the regal powder was 
veiled at the deceafe of the emperor, formed a 
plan for limiting the enormous prerogative 
of the crown ; leaving the title and pomp of 
royalty to the reigning monarch, but referv- 
ing to themfelves the whole fupreme autho- 
rity. Having, according to this projedt, 
drawn up certain conditions to be ratified by 
the future fovereign, they chofe the princefs 
Anne in preference to the family of Peter the 
Great, and to her eldell filler Catharine of 
Mecklenburgh, becaufe, having no legal claim, 

an affability in her adJrefs, that you feem talking to an 
" equal ; and yet fhe does not, for on$ moment, drop the 
" dignity of a fovereign. She feems to have great huma- 
" nity ; and is, I think, what one would call a fine agree- 

able woman, were (he a private perfon/' JLetters by 4 
Lady from Rufiia, 
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fhe would more readily be induced to agree 
to any terms which might fecure her the 
fuccefTion. Anne figned the articles without 
hefitation, only for the purpofe of breaking 
them with greater facility ; and fhe had fcarce- 
ly arrived at Mofcow before fhe was enabled, 
by the afTiflance of the guards, to annul the 
aft of renunciations to diflblve the privy 
council itfelf ; and to re-alTume the imperial 
authority in as unlimited a form, as it had 
ever been enjoyed by any of her predeceflbrs. 
This emprefs refigned herfelf impUcitly to 
the direftion of Biren, a native of Courland ; 
who, from the lowefl extradion, had rifen to 
be abfolute favourite of his millrefs, and re- 
gulated all her councils with tlic mofl arbi- 
trary fway. Anne has generally been cenfur- 
ed for her feverity 3 and is faid to have ruled 
the Ruffians with the knoot in her hand. 
But the cruelties, which tarniflied her reign, 
muft: be attributed to the brutal temper of 
Biren. The emprefs herfelf was naturally 
of an humane difpofition : fhe frequently op- 
pofed the fanguinary meafurcs of her favour- 
ite J and in vain endeavoured to foften his 
mercilefs difpofition, by fubmitting frequently 
to iatreaties, and interceding even with tears, 
9 . for 
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for the unfortunate objefts of his refentment K 
But, in efFeft, the fovereign who permits 
cruelties is, and ought to be, equally guilty 
in the eyes of the world with the fovereign 
who commands them j and pofterity juftly 
imputes to the miftrefs the vices of the fer- 
vant, who is uncontrouled in his abufe of 
power- Anne died on the 17th of Oftober, 
1740, after having nominated for her fuccef- 
for her nephew Ivan, then an infant ; with a 
view of prolonging the reign of Biren, whom 
fhe appointed regent during the minority of 
that emperor. 

As I viewed the tomb of Elizabeth ; I re- 
coUefted the motley charader of that indolent 
and voluptuous emprefs, who, by the revo- 
lution of 1 741, renewed in her perfon the line 

* J^ai ete prefent," writes count Munic, <<lorfque 
rimperatrice pleuroit a chaudes lafmes fur ce que Biron 
fulminoit & menacoit de ne vouloir plus forvir fi Tim- 
^ peratrice ne facrifioit Volinfki & ainfi des autres." 
Ebauche, &c. p. 119. 

Mrs. Vigor fays of her, « I have often feen her melt 
« into tears at a melancholy {tory, and fhe flicv/s fuch 
<^ unaffcdled horror at any mark of cruelty, that her mind 
" to me feems compofed of the moft amiable qualities that 
" I have ever obferved in any one perfon i which feems a 
" particular mark of the goodnefs of Providence, as (he js 
" polTefled of fuch power/' Letters from Ruffia, p. 89. 

of 
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of Peter the Great upon the throne of Ruflia. 
Elizabeth was born in 1709 ; and> when ar* 
rived dt years of maturity, was extremely ad- 
mired for her great perfonal attradions 

Her beauty, as well as her rank and large 
dovv^ry, occafioned feveral offers^ none of 
which, however, took place, and flie died 
fingle. During the life of her father Peter !• 
a negotiation had commenced for her mar- 
riage with Louis XV. but although not feri- 

♦ Mrs. Vigor thus defcribcs the perfon of Elizabeth in 

the 24th year of her age. " The princefs Elizabeth, who 
is, you know^ a daughter of Peter I. is very handfome. 

" She is very fair, with light brown hair, large fprightly 
blue eyes, fine teeth, and a pretty mouth. She is inclin- 

" able to be fat, but is very genteel, and dances better than 
any one I ever faw. She fpeaks German, French, and 
Italian ; is extremely gay, and talks to every body, in a 

« very proper manner, in the circle, but hates the cere- 
mony of a court." ^ 
And again, She has an affability and Twcetncfs of be* 
haviour that Infenfibly infpires love and rcfpeft. In 
public file has art unafFedlcd gaiety, and a certain air of 

« giddinefs, that feem entirely to poflcfs her whole mind ; 
but in private I have heard her talk in fuch a ftrain of 
good fenfc and fteady reafoning, that I am perfuaded the 
other behaviour is a feint; but flic leems eafy : I fay 
fcems^ for who knows the heart ? In fhort, flie is an ami- 
able creature ; and though I think the throne very wor* 

** thily filled, yet I cannot help wifliing flie were to be the 
fuccefibr at Icaft." Letters from RufTia, p. 73 and 76. 

oufly 
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oufly adopted by the court of France ; it was 
never relinquiflied until the daughter of Sta- 
niflaus, titular king of Poland, was publicly 
affianced to the young monarch. By the 
will of Catharine, Ehzabeth was betrothed to 
Charles Auguftus, bifhop of Lubeck, duke of 
Slefwick and Holftein, and brother to the late 
king of Sweden ; but he died before the com- 
pletion of the ceremony. In the reign of 
Peter 11. fhe was demanded by Charles Mar- 
grave of Anfpach ; in 1741, by the Perfian 
tyrant Kouli Khan ; and at the time of the 
revolution the regent Anne endeavoured to 
force her to efpoufe prince Louis of Brunf- 
wick, for whom llie entertained a fettled aver- 
fion *. From the period of her accellion 
fhe renounced all thoughts of the connubial 
ftate, and adopted her nephew Peter. Her 
diflike to marriage, however, certainly did 
not proceed from any difinclination to man ; 
for fhe would freely and frequently own to 
her confidents, that (he was never happy but 
when flie was in love ; if we may dignify 

* See Manftein's Memoirs, p. 25. 285. 309. 
t EUe etoit voluptu'eufe a I'exces, nee de fang vo- 
luptueux, & elle difoit fouvent a fes confidentes, qu'elle 
n'etoit contente que tant qu'elle etoit amoureufe i mais 
elle etoit avec cela fort inconftante & changeoit fouvent 
de favoris/' Ebauche, &c. p. 170. 

Vol. II. Z by 
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by that name a capricious paflion ever chang- 
ing its objed. The fame charaderiftic warmth 
of temper hurried her no lefs to the extremes 
of devotion : fhe was fcrupuloufly exad in 
her annual confcfTions of the wanderings of 
her heart ; in expreffing the utmoft contrition ; 
and in pundually adhering both in public and 
private to the minuteft ceremonies and ordi- 
nances of the church. 

With refped to her difpofition and turn of 
mind ; ftie is generally Ih'led the humane 
Elizabeth, as fhe made a vow upon her ac- 
cefTion to infiid no capital punifhments * 
during her reign; and is reported to have 
llied tears upon the news of every vidoi-y gained 
by her troops, from the refledion that it could 
not have been obtained without great bloodfhed. 
But although no criminal was formally exe- 
cuted in public ; yet the ftate prifons were 
ftllcd with wretched fufferers, many of whom, 
unheard of and imknown, perilhed in damp 
and unv/holefome dungeons : the ftate inqui- 
fition, or fecret committee, appointed to judge 
perfons Uifpeded of high treafon, had con- 
ftant occupation during her reign ; many upon 

* Sec Reniiuks on her celebrated cdiiSl, which abolifhcd 
capital punilhmciits, in the chapter on the Penal Laws of 
RuiHa in the lycxt volume. 

the 
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the flighteft furmifes were tortured in fecret } 
many underwent the knoot, and expired under 
the inflid:ion. But the tranfadtion which 
refleds the higheft difgrace upon her reign, 
was the pubhc punilhment of two ladies of 
fafhion the countefles Beftuchef and Lapoo- 
kin : each received fifty ftrokes of the knoot 
in the open fquare of Peterlburgh j their 
tongues were cut out ; and they were banifh- 
ed into Siberia. One of thefe ladies, Madame 
Lapookin, efteemed the handfomeft woman 
in Ruflia, was accufed of carrj^ing on a fecret 
correfpondence with the French embaflador ; . 
but her real crime was her having commented 
too freely on the emprefs's amours. Even 
the mere relation of fuch an affeding fcene, 
as that of a woman of great beauty and high 
rank publicly expofed and fcourged by the 
common executioner, mull excite the ftrongeft 
emotions of horror j and forbid us to venerate 
the memory of a princefs, who, with fuch 
little regard to her own fex, could ifliie thofe 
barbarous commands. But let us lament the 
inconfiflency of human nature; and in con- 
fidering the charadter of Elizabeth, let us not 
(feny that her heart, perhaps naturally benevo- 
lent, was occafionally corrupted by power, 
and fteeled with fufpicion ; and that although 

Z 2 mercy 
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mercy might predominate whenever it did not 
interfere with her palfions and prejudices; 
yet fhe by no means deferves the appella- 
tion of humane, the moft noble * attribute 
of a fovereign, when it interpofes to temper 
and mitigate the feverity of juftice. Eliza- 
beth died in 1761, in the twenty-firft year of 
her reign, and in the 53d of her age: fhe 
expired in December, the fame month in 
which fhe was born, and in which flie acceded 
to the throne* 

In the fortrefs is a fmall arfenal, which, 
among other military flores, contains fome 
antient cannon, caft in the middle of the fix- 
teenth century under the reign of Ivan Vafli- 
lievitch 11. and which I was furprized to 
find of fuch good workmanfliip. I had cc- 
cafion to mention in a former chapter, that 
the art of cafling cannon was introduced into 
Ruffia under Ivan Vaililievitch I. by Ariflotlc 

* I was irtformcd from undoubted authority, that it was 
inipofliblc to obtain Elizabeth's confent for the execution 
of a ftlon who had even committed the moft horrid fpecies 
of premeditated murder, and that the mafter of the police 
ufcd fccretly to order the executioner to Icnoot to death thofe 
delinquents who were found guilty of the moft atrocious 
crimes. It is a pity that (he did not referve her humanity, 
which in this inftance was cruelty to her people, for more 
rJpcftable objedls. 

of 
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of Bologna* Ivan II. did not fail to imitate 
the example of his grandfather in procuring, 
by means of foreign artifts, the beft artillery ; 
and it is to this judicious policy that both thefe 
monarchs were chiefly indebted for their fuc- 
ceffes in war , and for the conqueft of feveral 
provinces, which they anne:?fed to their he- 
reditaiy dominions, 

In a feparate building of the fortrefs is the 
mint. The gold and filver are fent from the 
mines of Siberia, and the feparation is per- 
formed in this laboratory. We furveyed the 
whole procefs from the firft fmelting of the 
ore to the coining. Among the filver we ob- 
ferved a large quantity of Dutch dollars, 
which were melting down in order to be re- 
coined in roubles. Peter I. wanting filver 
for the new coinage, iffued out a decree, that 
all the cuftoms fhould be paid in Dutch dol- 
lars : at prefent half the duties are flill dif- 
charged in that money by all foreign mer*- 
chants, excepting the Englifli, who are ex- 
empted by treaty. But as the gold and filver 
obtained from the mines of Siberia, with the 
addition of the dollars, are by no means fuf- 
ficient for the money in circulation; a con- 
fiderable quantity of both thefe metals is an- 
nually imported. The coinage, in its prefent 

Z 3 debafed 
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debafed .ftate, muft be very advantageous, as 
in the gold there is fo much alloy, that a 
profit of 48 per cent, is gained, and in the 
lilver of 37 This ftate of the Ruffian 
money renders ufelefs the prohibition againft 
exporting it ; and is produdive of one mif- 
chievous efFedt, that it promotes the contra- 
band introduction of falfe coin from foreign 
countries, upon which a confiderable profit is 
acquired. 

Among the remarkable objects in the mint, 
the machine for ftamping the coin deferves to 
be mentioned ; becaufe it was invented by her 
prefent majefty, and is cfteemed a very ingeni- 
ous and fimple piece of mechanifm. 

Within the fortrefs is a four-oared boat, 
fecured, with great veneration, in a brick 
buildings and preferved as a memorial to 
future ages of its being the origin of the 
Ruffian fleet. Peter I. ufed to call it the 
Little Grandfire\ and, in the latter part of 
his reign, ordered it to be tranfported to Pe- 

♦ See Effai fur le commerce de Ruflie, C. X. where 
the reader will find a very accurate ftate of the Ruffian 
coinage, in which the diiFerence of the prefent money 
from that of the former reigns is laid down, as I was in- 
formed from good authority, with great exaftnefs, p. 254— 
255- 

terfburgh : 
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terfburgh : it was conducted in folemn pro- 
ceflion, in order to excite the admiration of the 
people, and held up that they might compare 
in what condition he had found the marine, 
and to Vv^hat perfedtion he had brought it- 
The hiftory of this little boat is w^orthy of 
;ioticej not only as it comprehends the firft 
rife of the navy, but becauf^, during the 
courfe of this narrative, I fhall be enabled tq 
point out fundry errors which have been ad- 
vanced by feveral hiftorians of Peter the 
Great ; and which, if not duly corrected, will 
be confecrated by time, and admitted as 
truths. 

I fhall begin by remarking; that there is 
not the leaft foundation for the report ^ that 

Peter 

* L'Evefque has adopted this notion, and he cites for 
his authority a Hiftory of Peter the Great in the Sclavo- 
nian tongue, firft printed at Venice, and rcpubhllied at 
Peterfburgh, with notes, by prince Sherebatof. He feems 
to cite horn the text, and not from the notes. But I may 
Venture to contradidt this notion from the undoubted au- 
thority of General Patrick Gordon, cited by Mr. MuHer, 
in his Nachricht von der Urfpung, &c. -in Journ. of St. Pet, 
for 1778, p. 24.1. 

• General Gordon a native of Sondand was born in 1635 : 
having ferved with glory in the Swedifh and Polifh armies, 
he entered into the Ruffian fervice in 16&1, in which he 
continued to the ^nd of his life. He wrote his Journal in 

Z 4 the 
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Peter was naturally afraid of the water j and 
that he had the utnTioH: difficulty in furmount- 
ing this averfion : on the contrary, he feems 
to have always exprelTed a ftrong attachment 
to that element. The boat, which has given 
rife to this detail, was conftrudted during the 
reign of Alexey Michaelovitch, by Karftens 
Brandt, a Dutch fliipwright, whom Alexey 
Michaelovitch had invited into Ruffia. Pe- 

the Englifti tongue : it is now in the archives at Mofcow, 
and has never been printed. Mr. Mullcr, who has made 
great ufe of it in fome of his writings, propofed to extract 
and publifli all the circumftances relating to Ruffia ; but, 
to the great regret of all lovers of hiltory, has been pre- 
vented by other occupations from carrying his defign into 
execution. 

I find, from Bachmeifter's RufT. Bibl. for 1782, that a 
German tranflation of it is given in Part. IV. of the Jour- 
nal of St^ Peter(burgh for 1782, which I have not yet 
fcen. 

Gordon died in 1699, fo much regretted by the tzar, 
that, to ufe the words of his relation, " His majefty vifited 

him five times during his illnefs, was prefent the moment 
" he expired, and (hut his eyes with his own hand.'' 

The fame author alfo fays of him, greatly to his honour. 

General Gordon was a fober man, in a country where 
<^ drinking is much in fafhion ; and though he ufcd to be 
" much in the tzar's company, his majefty, knowing his 

inclinations, would never allow him to be urged. He 
" was ever mindful of his bufinefs, and did great fervice to 
** the RulTian nation." Gordon's Hid. of Peter the Great, 
vol. L p. 137, 138. 

ter. 
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tcr"*, about the year 1691, accidentally feeing 
this boat at a village near Mofcow, inquired 
why it was built in a different manner from 
all thofe which he had hitherto obferved: 
Timmerman, a foreigner, who taught him 
fortification, and to whom he addreffed the 
queftion, informed him that it was a veflel-f 
fo contrived as to go againft the wind. Peter's 
curiofity was. roufed by this intelligence, and 
Brandt, who was ftill in Ruflia, being inftant- 
ly fammoned, repaired it without delay, pro- 
vided it with a maft and rigging, aijd, having 
launched it upon the Yaufa, failed in it, to 
the furprize and aftoniihment of the young 
tzar, who immediately embarked in it himfelf, 
ahd, under the direftion of Brandt, foon learned 
the management of the velfel. 

Having repeated thefe experiments upon the 
Yaufa, as well as ivpon a neighbouring lake, 
to which it was tranfported, he ordered Brandt 

* This part is taken from L'Evefque, who cites for his 
authority the Life of Peter, by the archbi.Tiop Thcophanes, 
with notes, by prince Sherebatof Hift. de Ruflie, vol. IV. 
p. III. 

t L'Evefque fays, from the authority of Prince Shere- 
batof, that it was une chaloupe Angloife; but we mufl: 
prefer the authority of General Gordon, who informs us 
it was built by Brandt. Perhaps Timmcrman might think 
it an Englifti veffel. 

to 



346 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. 8.4. 

to build a yacht * upon the banks of the 
Mon<:va, which was launched in i6gi ; and 
in which Peter embarked and failed as far as 
Columna. Animated with the fuccefs of this 
expedition, he Commanded the fame fhip- 
wright to conftrucl, upon the lake of Periflaf, 
ieveral fmall veflels carrying guns ; in which 
the tzar failed on the 8 th of February, the 3d 
of March, and the 5 th of April, of the fol- 
lowing year. On the ift of May another 
vefTel was launched ; and on the 9th Peter 
letumed to Mofcow. The death of Brandt, 
which foon followed, feems to have interrupted 
the increale of this little fleet j but did not 
prevent Peter from continuing his expeditions 
upon the lake. The following extrafts, from 
General Gordon's Journal, will fliow with 
what eagernefs the young monarch purfued 
his new occupation ; when fuch trilling inci- 
dents as weighing anchor, and failing acrofs a 
lake, are circumftantially recorded. 

" Gordon went on the 1 1 th of Augufl: to 
Percllaf ; on tlic 14th he was cntCTtained in 
due form and ceremony on board of the 

* From hence I follow implicitly Mullcr's Extia'ts 
from General Gordon's Journal, 
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admirars ^ £hip; on the i8th/' he adds^ 
" we failed from one fide of the lake to the 
oppolite bank; on the 21ft we got under 
way, and failed to the other fide, where we 
again came to an anchor ; on the 24th 
Gordon attended the tzar on fliip -board ; 
on the 28th we departed from Pereflaf ; and 
on the 31ft reached Alexeyffk." But as the 
limits of a lake were become too confined 
for the rifmg ambition of the tzar, he hurried 
to Archangel, where he arrived in the month 
of June, 1693. "On the 17th," fays Gor- 
dou/ " the poft brought the news that the 
tzar had been upon the White Sea, and 
was happily arrived into port ; and on the 
nth of Oftober he came back to Mofcow* 
" In the beginning of May, 1694, he returned 
" to Archangel ; and continued in thofe parts 
" until September j during which time he 
" made frequent expeditions upon the fea, and 
" improved his knowledge of navigation/' 

Thefe little adventures, which feemed no- 
thing more than mere youthful amufements, 
were, however, focn afterwards productive of 
the moft glorious event that diftinguiuied fhe 

* Mr. Muller conjciSlures that Le Fort v%ras the admiral 
of this'little fcjuadron. 



348 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 4. 

reign of Peter. When the tzar, in his cam- 
paign of 1695 againrt the Turks, befieged 
Azof, he found it impofTible to take the town 
without blocking up the harbour ; and as he 
did not at that time poflefs one ihip, he was 
compelled to raife the fiege. 

His fpirit being excited, rather than extin- 
guiflied, by this difappointment, he gave or- 
ders for the immediate conftrudtion of feveral 
veffels : fome were framed at Occa, and tranf- 
ported over land to the Don ; but the greateft 
part were built at Veronetz. In lefs ^an a 
year he renewed the fiege of Azof j an4 brought 
before it, to the infinite furprize of the Turks, 
two men of war, 23 gallies, two galleots, and 
four fire-fhips With this little fquadron, 
which failed down the Don into the Black 
Sea, he. blockaded the harbour ; gained a naval 
vidory over the Turkilh gallies ; and took 
Azof. He fignalized this wonderful event 
by a triumphal entry into Mofcow, and by a 
medal reprefenting the taking of Azof, with 
a motto in Ruflian, " Vidlor by thunder and 
" the waves." This fuccefs was only the 
prelude to ftill greater atchievements j and as 
the fecurity of his new conquefts upon the 

* S. R. G. vol, IL 226. 

Black 
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Black Sea feemed to depend upon a powerful 
navy ; the tzar having collefted from all quar- 
ters the moft expert fhip-builders, and himfelf 
fuperintended the neceflary preparations at 
Veronetz, Azof, and Taganroc, fef out upon 
his firft expedition into foreign parts. In 1699, 
foon after his return, he was prefent at a 
. naval review upon the Black Sea, in which 
ten frigates were engaged, the largeft carry- . 
ing fifty, and the fmalleft twenty- fix guns * : 
and the Ruffian navy, in the harbours of the 
Euxine, conftruded and upon the flocks, is 
defcribed, only three years after the fir ft prepa^- 
rations, as confifting of nine ihips of 60 guns, 
ten of 50, ten of 48, two of 42, fourteen of 
34, two of 32, three of 30, one of 26, one of 
24, four of 18, three of 14, and four of 8 
guns ; befide 1 8 trirenies, 1 00 brigantines, 
and 300 boats in the Dnieper. This ftupen- 
dous account would be almoft incredible if it 
was not recorded by the fecretary f to the 

Auftriaa 

* S. R. G. vol. II. p. 184. 

t Korb Diarium. The reader will find, in p. 236, a 
catalogue of the names of all thefe veflels, together with 
the breadth, length, depth, number of guns, and comple- 
ment of men. 

Le Bruyn, who was at Veronetz in 1703, mentions die 
Ihipping in the following words: "With regard to the 

« fliips 
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Auftrian embaffy, then refident at Mofcow. 
It is fcarcely paralleled by the naval exertions 
of the Romans in the firft Punic war. . 

The rapidity with which Peter created his 
fiect for the Black Sea, was equalled by fimi- 
lar exertions upon the Baltic after the acqui- 
fitioh of Cronftadt and the foundation of 
Peter(burgh. But to return to the boat which 
occafioned this digreffion, and which, accord- 

(hips here, we faw fifteen in the w^ter, four men of v/ar^ 
the biggeft of 54 guns, three viiluallers, two fire-fhips, 
*^ and fix bomb-ketches. On fliore, and ready to be 
" launched, were five men of war, after the Dutch fafhion, 
from 60 to 64 guns, two after the Italian from 50 to 54, 
a galeafs after the Venetian, and four gallics, befides 17 
" gallies at Siefof^ikie, two verfts from the town. Befides 
^ all this, they were at work upon five men of war after 
^ the Englifli bulk, two bored for 74 guns, and two for 
60 or 64 i the fiftli, which is called after his mnjerty, be- 
caufc he had the dire£tion of her upon the Itocks, is 
bored for S6 guns. They were at work alfo upon a 
packet-boat > and afhore, on the other fide pf the river, 
were about 200 brigantines, moft of thqm built at Vero- 
^ nis y and at this time there were 400 ftout brigantines 
" upon the Nieper, and the Boryfthencs, in the ncigh- 
^ hourhood of Crim Tartary ; and 300 flat- bottomed veflels 
*^ upon the V'olga; befides 18 men of war at Afoph, a 
" bomb vcflel, and a yacht. The czar has feveral other 
ftlips, the largcfl: of which is of 66 guns, four from 4I 
to 50, five of 36, two of 34, and others frnallcr, the 
Icall of 28 gurii.'* Le Bruyn's Travels, vol. I. p. 62. 

ing 
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ing to Peter I. was the original caufe of the 
Ruffian navy. In 1723 Peter, at the clofe of 
the Perfian expedition, ordered it to be tranf- 
ported from Mofcow to the new metropoHs ; 
and gave a public entertainment, which was 
called the Confecration of the Little Grandfire. 
The fleet, confifting of twenty-feven men of 
war, was ranged at Cronftadt in the form of 
an half-moon, when his majefty embarked in 
this boat, himfelf fteering, while three admi- 
rals and prince Mentchikof performed the 
office of rowers : being then towed by two 
floops, it made a fmall circuit in the Gulf; 
and, returning by the fleet, the fhips, as it 
paffed along, ftruck their flags and falutcd with 
all their guns ; while the Little Grandjire re- 
turned each falute by a difcharge of three fmall 
pieces. It was then brought into the har-- 
bour, and furrounded by the men of war. A 
few days afterwards the Little Grandjire was 
conveyed to St. Peterfburgh, where its arrival 
was folemnized by a mafquerade upon the 
water This memorable boat, freighted v/ith 
the emperor, proceeded to the fortrefs, and 
was conduded, Peter himfelf affifting in the 
ceremony ; under the difcharge of all the ar- 



* Codett's prefent State of Ruffia, p. 218. 
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tillery, to the place where it now remains 
en/hrined as a memorial to pofterity. 

From the fortrefs we took water ; and land- 
ed at an adjacent fpot in the iHand of Peterf- 
burgh, near a wooden hovel, which is digni- 
fied by its having ferved for the habitation 
of Peter the Great while the fortrefs was con- 
ftrudling. It ftill exifts in its original ftate^ 
and ftands under a brick building, purpofely 
eredied to preferve it from deflrudtion. The 
houfe is a ground floor, with only three rooms, 
which I had the curiofity to meafure. They 
are but eight feet in height : the apartment 
for the reception of company, as it was called, 
is 1 5 feet fquare ; the dining-room is 1 5 by 
12 ; and the bed-chamber ten feet fquare. 
Near this houfe is another four-oared boat, the 
work of Peter's own hands, and which has 
been erroneoufly called the Little Grand/ire i 
an honourable appellation due only to that 
jufl defcribed. 
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CHAP. VL 

Congelation of S^ickjiher. — Dr. GuthrieV ex^ 
ferments to a/certain the freezing point 
of mercury t and to prove that the purity or 
impurity of the mercury by no means affeSis ' 
its congelation, 

AS the curious experiment of freezing 
quickfilver was firft difcovered at Pe- 
terfburgh by Profeflbr Braun, I was greatly 
defirous of being a witnefs to the repetition of 
the fame procefs ; particularly as many doubts 
had been entertained by feveral philofophers, 
concerning the real congelation of pure quick- 
filver, and I had frequent opportunities of fee- 
ing this phzenomenon during a feries of expe- 
riments made by Dr. Guthrie, phyfician to the 
Imperial Corps de Cadets. 

Having inferted a tube containing fome 
quickfilver in a mbcture of fnow and fpirit of 
nitre, he took it out in about ten minutes, and 
placed it in a fecond mixture, and in about 
five minutes the quickfilver was perfediy con- 
^eled. The tube being broken, the quickfilver 
Vol. U. A a appeared 
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appeared in a folid mafs like a ball of filver, 
and being ftruck with a hammer was flattened 
into twice its extenfion before it broke and 
liquefied. 

But as the hammer was much warmer than 
the frozen quickfilver, it immediately melted 
the parts which it touched, feeming to have 
the fame effed upon the mercury as a warm 
iron would have upon wax. I defired, there- 
fore. Dr. Guthrie to place the hammer alfo in 
the freezing mixture, fo as to acquire the fame 
degree of cold as the frozen quickfilver. An- 
other portion of quickfilver being congeled by 
the fame proccfs as before, I took out the ham- 
mer, and llruck the folid mafs of quickfilver as 
hard as I could ; it refifted the flroke, and yielded 
a dead found like lead; I ftruck it again, and 
made a fmall dent ; a third time, and made a 
larger dent, until it gradually extended and 
•flattened under tlic hammer, feparated like an 
amalgama of the conflftence of cheefe, and foon 
liquefied. 

To me the congelation of quickfilver was 
a matter of mere curiofity; but the dodor's 
experiments tended not only to prove its ab- 
folute congelation, but likewile to afcertain 
exadly the freezing point, and to fliew, con- 
trary to the opinion of feveral philofophers, 

tliat 
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that the purity or impurity of the mercury did 
not in any wife affeft the fuccefs of the expe- 
riment. 

As the fubjedl is in itfelf extremely curious, 
and rendered ftill more interefting by the very 
able treatife publirtied by Dr. Blagden, Secre- 
tary of the Royal Society, iii the Philofophical 
Tranfadlions, on the Hiftory of the Congela-- 
tion of Quickfilver, I fliall here infert a fum- 
mary account of the experiments and obferva- 
tions communicated by Dr. Guthrie himfelf. 
I {hall only add, that I myfelf was witnefs to 
moft of the experiments mentioned in the fol- 
lowing account. 

Mr. Jofeph Adam Braun, ProfelTor of 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences of St. Pe- 
terfburgh, difcovered, in December 1759, that 
mercury might be rendered folid by means of 
artificial cold ; and fmce that time it has been 
congeled in fevere winters by the cold of the 
atmofph^re in the northern countries of both 
the old and new continent. 

" This congelation of mercury by the na- 
tural cold, renders the knowledge of its freez- 
ing point a matter of great importance to the 
natural hiftory of the earth as well as of man, 
as by determining the degree of cold neceflary 

A a 2 to 
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to cffed this phaenomenon, we fhall be able 
to form an eftimate of the real degree of cold 
obtaining in the countries near the poles, and 
tonfequently of the power inherent in Uving 
animals to refift it. Until lately our ideas on 
t;Jiis fubjedt were confuled and erroneous. The 
experiments and obfervations of the moll able 
naturalifts in different parts of Europe and 
America were only of partial ufe to natural 
hiftory and phylics, by giving a place to mer- 
cury amongft the malleable metals, and by 
demonftrating that there is nothing eflentially 
fluid in its nature, but that it is a metal 
which melts with a lefs degree of heat than 
the others. 

** But ftill the philofopher was not Informed 
what reliance he could place on the mer- 
curial thermometer towards determining the 
cold of climates, as the motions of the quick- 
filver appeared by thofe very experiments ex- 
tremely irregular in the lower parts of the 
fcale, falling many degrees in an inftant, and 
after it had defcended below a certain point, 
finking fuddenly into the bulb> and thereby 
indicating (if any conclufion could be drawn 
from its defcent) that the animals of the 
northern countries could refift the adion of 
cold fome hundred degrees below the freezing 

point 
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point of water. This fuppofitioa daggered 
the faith of many philofophers, and made them 
anxious that the matter fhould be more fully 
inveftigated. Accordingly the Royal Society 
of London defired its members refiding in cold 
countries to turn their attention towards deter-* 
mining the point of congelation of mercury 
and to remark the defcent of the mercury in 
the thermometer during the procefs from the 
freezing point of water to that of mercury, in 
order to form a jufter notion of the real con- 
traftion of that metal. But it was not till 
lately that light was thrown upon the fubjed, 
by a courfe of experiments made at the defire 
of the Royal Society, by Mr. Hutchins, go^ 
vernor of Hudfon's Bay, who received excel- 
lent inftruitions from Mr. Cavendilh, an^ 
Dr. Black, profelfor of chymiftry in the uni- 
verfity of Edinburgh. Thefe diredtions, and - 
an apparatus made in London for the purpofe, 
enabled the governor to perceive, that the 
fudden and confiderable defcent which takes 
place in the lower parts of the thermometer, 
when expofed to great cold, happens from the 
contraftion of the met;il in its frozen ftate, and 
does not affedt the regularity and juftnefs of 
its contradlion whilft it remains fluid. This 
great point was principally afcertained by 
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means of a fpirit thermometer, which was » 
found not to freeze as foon as the mercury, 
and thereby indicated the degree of cold pro- 
duced by his frigorific mixture, when the 
mercurial thermometer ceafed to meafurc it 
on account of its contradtion on i^ecoming 
foUd. 

** In order to prove, that the defcent of the 
mercury in the thermometer was derived from 
this new-difcovered principle, namely, the 
contraction of this metal in freezing, and to 
try whether pure mercury required a greater 
degree of cold to freeze it than adulterated 
mercury, I made the following experiments 
with .the foUovv'ing forts of mercury : 
. " I. I procured from Mr. Winterberger, a 
famous chymill: of St. PeterlLurgh, the pureft 
mercury known to chymilb, viz. revivified 
from calomel by filings of iron. 2. From Dr. 
Pallasi^ native mercury, collected in a mine 
where no other metal is found but a little 
iron. 3. Common barometer mercury, fur- 
nilhed by Mr. Morgan, an Englilh optician at 
Peterlbuigh, juft as he received it from Eng- 
land for filling his inftruments. 4. Six 
drachms of common mercury, which I adul- 
terated by diiTolving in it a quarter of a grain 
of tin foil. 

I procured 
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" I procured alfo feme thermometers made 
with great care and accuracy by Mr. Morgan, 
filled with the fame purified mercury, N'' i • 
for the e!:xprefs purpofe of thcfe experiments ; 
alfo one with highly rectified fpirits of wine, 
diftilled by Mr. Winterberger. 

Adjoined is a drawing of the apparatus I 
employed in thefe experiments, and which 
was fuggefted to me by my learned friend 
Dr. Black : it diiTers from that employed by 
Mr, Hutchins in being more fimple, and con- 
fequently the mercury eafier to be examined 
during the procefs of congelation. It confifts 
of a half pint water-glafs C, wrapped round 
with coarfe flannel, and filled with fumin^- 
fpirit of nitre and fnow to produce artificial 
cold i a glafs tube B, of about half an inch 
diameter, containing a little mercury to be 
frozen, and in' this tube is inferted a thermo- 
meter A, fo that its bulb is buried in the 
mercury, but no part of the ftem i the tube 
and thermometer thus arranged, are placed in 
the above-mentioned water-glafs, containing 
the freezing mixture. 

December the 2 2d, 1784. In a calm clear 
evening, Reaumur's thermometer at 17 de- 
grees below O, after having expofed the ap^ 
paratiis on a table in my court-yard (where 
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I made my experiments) for two hours, to 
acquire the temperature of the atmofphere, 
I poured a httle of the purified mercury, 
N" I, into the glafs tube, and having inferted 
a thermometer filled with the fame purified 
mercury, fo that its bulb was covered with 
the mercury in the tube, I placed them in the 
water-glafs, filled with the freezing mixture, 
and in fix minutes tranfported them into a 
fecond, with fimilar contents j the mercury in 
four minutes more became folid, and when I 
drew out the thermometer, with the frozen 
mercury furrounding its bulb in the form of a 
folid cylinder, it fl:ood at 321 degrees below 
O. Perceiving, however, a httle fluid mer- 
cury ftill remaining in the tube, I immediately 
replaced the thermometer with the mercury 
adhering to its bulb, and in a few minutes the 
mercury rofe about half a degree j when draw- 
ing it up a fecond time, I foilnd the mercury 
was melted, and the bulb quite free from it. 
Now this experiment appeared decifive, that 
the freezing point of pure mercury is at 32! 
degrees below O on this thermometer ; for as 
there remained a little mercury ftill fluid in the' 
tube, there feems to have been only produced 
lufficient cold to freeze it, and as on its rifing 
half a degree the mercury became fluid, th« 

point 
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point of congelation feems to be accurately de- 
termined. 

Second experitxient.— -On the 9th January, 
1785, between the hours of fix and half paft 
feven in the evening, I made the following 
experiments in prefence of Mr. Epinus, Mr. 
Coxe, and other gentlemen; I inferred the 
mercurial thermometer ufed in the laft ex- 
periment in a portion of the purified mer- 
cury, N*^ I, and placed them in the cold 
mixture : the thermometer fell flowly to 32 I, 
and was there ftationary fome time, whilft we 
perceived the mercury in the tube freezing 
round the fides of it, fo as to produce a coat- 
ing like tin foil in the Leyden phial j and on 
tranfporting it to a fecond glafs of cold mix- 
ture, the thermometer fell in five minutes to 
36 degrees, where it remained ftationary during 
the time it continued in the mixture. What 
was very remarkable in this experiment, the 
mercury in the thermometer was ftill fluid, 
although its bulb was frozen into that con- 
tained in the tube ; for on reverfing the inftru- 
ment, the mercury ran out of the bulb into 
the ftem. Now, here is a proof that mercury 
may be cooled 3 f degrees below its freezing 
point without becoming folid. 

Tliird' 
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- Third experiment with native mercury.— 
It having been lately aflerted, that a thermo- 
meter, filled with highly redtified fpirits of 
wine, is better calculated to determine the 
freezing point of mercury, than one filled 
with the fame metal, becaufe it refifts con- 
gelation longer, I plunged the fpirit thermo- 
meter into the tube containing tlie native 
mercury. Having placed the apparatus in 
the glafs with the refrigerant mixture for five 
minutes, and tranfported it into a fecond glafs, 
the fpirit falling in the thermometer to 32, 
we examined the mercury, and found it frozen, 
although the fpirits of wine remained fluid, 
and the thermometer flood at the fame degree, 
not only while the apparatus remained in the 
cold mixture, but even after I tranfported it 
into a warm room, and kept at the fame point, 
until a large part of the bulb of the tliermo- 
meter was uncovered by the melting of the 
frozen mercury, drop by drop, into a glafs. 

" Fourth experiment on common barometer 
mercury. — The mercurial thermometer ufed 
in the firft experiment was plunged into this 
mercuiy, and placed in the glafs of cold mix- 
ture, where, having remained about five mi- 
nutes, it was tranfported into a fecond glafs, 
and there in four minutes the thermometer 

funk 
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funk down to 38, and remained flationary. 
There the fame fingular phenomenon pre- 
fented i* felf that appeared in the fecond ex- 
periment, with fome additions; viz. that, the 
mercury was cooled down to 5 f degrees be- 
low its freezing point on this thermometer 
without becoming foUd. 

Fifth experiment with the fame mercury, 
—I froze a little of this mercury without in- 
ferting a thermometer, in order to try its 
malleability and fpecific gravity ; it flattened 
under the hammer, and of courfe is malleable, 
and funk in fluid mercury, which Hiews that 
it contrails confiderably in freezirg, differing 
in this circumfl:ance from common ice, which 
expands and fwims in water- 

Sixth experiment on mercury adulterated 
with tin. — The fpirit of wine thermometer 
was plunged into this mercury, and Itood 
at 32 when the mercury was frozen round its 
bulb. 

Seventh experiment on purified mercury, 
was on the loth of January, 1785 (a repe- 
tition of a former one) in the .prefence of 
profeflTors Pallas and Ferber, and other gen-, 
tlemen, who attended. I plunged the fpirit 
thermometer into a portion of Mr. Winter- 
berger's vivified mercury, and it fell to 32 

degrees 
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degrees^ below O, whilft the mercury was 
freezing, and remained there after it became 
^id fo long as it ftood in the frigorific mix- 
ture. I then drew the thermometer out of 
the tube with its bulb froze into the mer- 
cury, and hung it on a nail in the open air } 
the metal melted flowly in drops, and the 
fpirit ftill kept at the fame point until the 
greateft part was thawed ; we finifhed thefe 
experiments by trying with the fpirit thermo- 
meter, wha: degree of cold was produced by 
a frefh frigorific mixture, which appeared to 
be juft 35 degrees below O. 

From the whole of thefe experiments, I 
am difpofed to conclude, that the freezing 
point of mercury is at 32 degrees below O 
on Reaumur's thermometer, or 40 of Fahren- 
heit's, and that common mercury does not 
freeze with a lefs degree of cold than what has 
been purified. 

" Eighth experiment. — February i, 1785, 
a favourable cold of 15 degrees offering this 
evening, and being provided with fome re- 
vivified mercury, twice diftilled with fixed 
alkali by Mr. Winterberger, a preparation 
which has been faid to refift a greater degree 
of cold than the others y but we found that 
it froze in 2 1 minutes exaiStly at 3 2 degrees 

of 
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of Reaumur's mercurial thermometer, in the 
firft glafs of cold mixture, and diffeied in 
nothing from all the other forts excepting 
the following. 

Ninth experiment. — Mercury pirified 
with antimony froze in two different expe- 
riments at 30 degrees with a fpirit thsrmo-r 
meter, and in one with a mercurial ther-» 
mometer at 3 2 degrees, fo that there actually 
appears a drfpofition in this preparation to 
freeze with a lefs degree of cold than the 
others ; but it muft be remarked, that it has a 
blackllh dull colour and fluggifh motion. 

Tenth experiment. — Mr. Coxe being cu- 
rious to try the malleability of the mercury 
diftilled with alkali, which has a very bright 
and fluid appearance, I froze fome of it in a, 
tube, at the fame time cooling the hammer in 
the refrigerant mixture, fo as to acquire the 
lame temperature as the frozen mercury, de- 
fending the iron from the avflion of the nitrous 
acid by means of a glafs cylinder. This mer- 
cury bore feveral ftrokes of the cold hammer, 
flattening like a leaden bullet. 

^ Eleventh experiment. — I laftly froze fix 
drachms of common mercury, containing 
twelve times as much tin foil as in experiment; 
the fixthj but even this quantity of alloy, 
which rendered it almoft an amalgama, did not 

difpofe 
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difpofc it to freeze with lefs than 32 degrees 
of Rccumur. 

February 16, O- S. — A cold of 24 degrees 
ofFerirg moft unexpededly this morning, fo 
very hte in the feafon, and another experi- 
ment having been fuggefted to me by an 
ingenbus friend, Mr. Romme, to put the point 
of congelation of impure mercury ftill in a 
clearer light, I tried it about mid-day, when the 
cold was diminished 4 degrees in the fhade. 

Mr- Romme remarked, that mercury takes 
up much more bifmuth than tin without 
lofing its fluidity or colour, and as bifmuth 
is a metal much oftener ufed to adulterate 
it, and very difficult to be fcparated from it, 
he thought therefore a mixture of them was 
a very proper fubjed: of experiment to de- 
cide the queftion- I accordingly prepared 
an amalgama fo thick, that it filvered glafs 
like a mirror by merely running over it, and 
adhering fo faft a^ not to be removed without 
fcraping. But flill the freezing point of this 
very impure mercury was the fame as the 
others; viz. 32 degrees of Reaumur, by the 
mercurial thermometer. The fpirit thermo- 
meter being employed to try the cold of the 
frigorific mixture, to my furprize fell no lower 
than the other thermometer inferted in the 
mercury contained as ufual in a tube. 

Thus 
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Thus ended my experiments this feafon ; 
and I think I may venture to draw the follow- 
ing inference from them : 

That the point of congelation of mercury 
Is at 32 degrees below O on Reaumur- 

That there appears no difference in the 
point of congelation of purified and common 
mercury, except one preparation with anti- 
mony, which feems to congeal with a lefs de- 
gree of cold than all the others above-men- 
tioned. 

" That in feme circumftances mercury may 
be cooled below its freezing point without 
lofing its fluidity, even as far as five and an 
half degrees, whilfi: the portion in which the 
bulb of the thermometer is plunged becomes' 
folid. 

That there appears nothing in thefe ex- 
periments to aflfed: the credit of the mer- 
curial thermometer, as an accurate inftru- 
ment for meafaring the degrees of heat from 
the point of boiling water down to that of 
the congelation of mercury j but that no 
conclufions can be drawn from its motions 
below this point, as they depend on the 
contraftion of the metal in a folid ftate, which 
ought to be carefully diftinguiflied from what 
takes place whilft it preferves its fluidity ; that 
^ 3 therefore 
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thdfefore the ideas we have formed of the cold 
obtaining in the habited countries near the 
poles, and the aftonifhing power of animals to 
t^fift it, muft be erroneous*, as they havtf 
been taken from the extraordinary defcent o^ 
the mercury in the thermometer, which, we 
now know, is derived from the contraction of 
the mercury when frozen, and not from fuch 
an extraordinary degree of cold, as, if it had 
taken place, muft have deftroyed the whole 
fyftem of organized bodies. 

" That we cannot, according to our prefent 
knowledge of the fubjed:, aflert, that there 
cxifts a much greater degree of cold than tht 
paint of the congelation of mercury, no other 
inftrument having been employed to afcertain 
it tlian the mercurial thermometer, which is 
now proved of no audiority below 32 degrees 
of Reaumur. 

" But it appears, that a thermometer filled 

• Dr. Blagdcn ingenioufty infers from a comparifort 
of natural colJ, during a feries of years, at Albany Fort| 
meaCurcd by a fpirit thermometer, and of artificial cold 
produced by freezing mixtures, that the extreme of arti- 
ficial cold produced by fnow and nitrous acid correfpond« 
pretty exadtly with the extreme of natural cold in the mod 
jigorous climates, which can be well inhabited j and does 
not exceed 46" of a ftandard mercurial thermometer of 
Fahrenheit. Phil. Tranfac, vol. Ixxiii. p. 387. 

9 witk 
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with highly reftified fpirits of wine preferves 
its fluidity in a cold of 35 degrees of Reaumur, 
or 47 of Fahrenheit, and probably in a greater, 
fo that it may be employed in northern cli- 
mates with more advantage than one filled 
with mercury. 

The furprifing coincidence in the freezing 
of mercury congeled in Siberia by natural cold, 
with that effedted by means of artificial cold, 
merits attention, as they both fix the freezing 
point of mercury at 32 of Reaumur ; particu- 
larly profelTor Laxman, in a late paper to the 
Imperial Academy, declares, that he found 
common mercury conftantly become folid at 
210 of De Lifle (32 of Reaumur), and that ia 
the year 1782, it continued folid for two 
months together ; and Dr. Pallas, in the third 
volume of his Travels, mentions the fame 
pha?nomenon taking place about the fame part 
of the fcale." 

In addition to Dr. Guthrie's remarks, I fhall 
offer the following obfervations. 

From a careful review of Mr. Hutchins's 
experiments, and a comparifon of the ther- 
mometers which he employed on that occa- 
fion, Mr. Cavendilli * concludes, that the 



* Philof, Tranfaitions, vol. Ixxiiu p. 2. page 32X. 
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true point at which quickfilver froze on Mr. 
Hutchins's thermometers, graduated accord- 
ing to the fcale of Fahrenheit, was 40 ; and 
a. thermometer adjufted in the manner re- 
commended by the Committee of the Royal 
Society, freezes in 384-, or, in whole num- 
bers, 39 below freezing point, or 3 1 4- of 
Reaumur, which anfwers to the conclufion 
drawn by Dr. Guthrie from his experi- 
ments, eftimating the point of mercurial 
congelation at 32 of Reaumur, or 40 below 
O of Fahrenheit. 

As the degree of artificial cold requifite 
to congele quickfilver had been greatly mif- 
concelved and exaggerated, a fimilar mifcon- 
ception alfo prevailed with refpedt to the 
degree of natural cold neceflary to the fuc- 
cefi of the experiment. 

Profeflbr Braun eftimated, that the de- 
gree of natural cold ought not to be lefs 
than 190 of De Eille, or 17 below O of 
Fahrenheit : and that opinion was alfo gene- 
rally adopted by the naturalifts of Ruffia, and ' 
when the mercury in the thermometer flood 
above that point, they conceived it needlefs to 
attempt the experiment. 

Dr. Guthrie, however, in the courfe of 
his experiments, fufficiently proves, that the 

congelatioa 
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congelation fucceeded in a cold not exceed- 
ing O of Fahrenheit, and fubfequent experi- 
ments made at Oxford by Mr. Walker fhew, 
that a very fmall degree of natural cold is 
fufficient to obtain for the frigorific mixture 
the degree of cold neceffary to congele quick-^ 
filven 

Mtk Walker congeled quickfilver by means 
of a mixture of, equal parts, of vitriolic acid 
and ftrong fuming nitrous acid w^ith fnow^ 
the temperature of the atmofphere being 
only at 30, or 2 degrees below freezing 
point. 

The fame ingenious gentleman has alfo 
fhewn, that it may be even frozen in fum- 
mer, in the hotteft climates, by a particular 
combination of the frigorific mixtures, w^ith- 
out the ufe of ice 

I fhall clofe this chapter w^ith feveral 
feurious experiments made in Siberia by Dn 
Pallas, for the purpofe of afcertaining the 
difference of the heat in animals during their 
torpid and natural ftatesa 

* Walker^s Experiments on the Prodadion of Arti- 
ficial Gold, Phil. Tran. vol. Ixxviii. p. 395.— — Alfo 
Walker's Experiments on the Congelation of Quick- 
filver in England, Philof. Tranfadtions for 1 789, vol. 
'Uxix* part 2. p. 199, 
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Dr. Pallas having made an incifion into 
the abdomen of a hedge-hog during its tor- 
pid ftate, and placed Fahrenheit's thermo- 
meter in its belly, the mercury rofe only to 
39 1 ; and the animal gave' no more figns of 
feeling, than if it had been actually dead, 
as well whilft he was making the incifion, 
as when he was fewing up the wound, al- 
though the animal was immediately after- 
wards put into a warm room, gradually re- 
covered from its lethargy, and walked about 
the chamber with as much infenfibility as 
if no operation had been performed • 

The dodor kept this hedge-hog in his 
hcufe from December to the end of March ; 
and although the heat of the apartment in 
which it lay was feldom under 60 degrees, 
yet it eat no food, and was never out of its 
torpid flate, except once or twice, when it 
was placed behind the ftove, in a heat from 
77 to 80. Roufed by that expedient, it was 
awakened from its lethargy, took a few turns 
about the room, and eat a few morfels ; but 
foon lay down again, and paffed its torpid 
months as nature ordains. 

It is probable, tliat the bodies of thefe 
animals, who fleep during winter, are gra- 
dually prepared for the torpid ftate by a 

deficiency 
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deficiency of food, and a confequent dimi- 
nution of natural heat j for, a thermometer 
plunged in the bellies of marmots and hedge- 
hogs in their natural ftates, rofe to 76, 79, 
' 81, 86, 88, 99, and 99!, namely, from 36I: 
degrees to 50 higher than it rofe when 
plunged into the belly of the hedge-hog in 
its torpid ftate. 

The following fadl alfo feems ftill further 
to illuftrate the conjecture, that a certain 
ftate of body predifpofes to a torpid ftate, 
A tame marmot, which had become ex- 
tremely fat during fummer in the profeflbr's 
houfe, continued awake during the whole 
winter, although it was expofed to the fame 
cold which threw the whole fpecies into 
their torpid ftate in that part of Siberia; 
nor was the dodlor able to render it torpid, 
even with the afliftance of the ice-cellar, 
wherein he fometimes confined it during 
feveral days. 

By comparing this experiment with the 
fleeping hedge-hog, which Dr. Pallas was 
not able to roufe from its lethargy during 
the whole winter, except for very (hort in- 
tervals, though expofed to a heat of between 
77 and 80 degrees ; it feems to follow, that 
^ certain ftate of body is neceflary to aflift 

jB b 3 nature 
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nature in laying afleep fome animals, to 
which they are gradually brought by a de- 
ficiency of nourifhment about the begin- 
ning of winter, when they (hut up their 
holes, and retire to reft from inftiniSt i ajid 
that the impulfe of the circulation and ani- 
mal fpirits, arifmg from heat or full feeding, 
fuperfedes the neceffity of the torpid ftate, 
and prevents their falling afleep. 

It is alfo a curious circumftance in the 
ceconomy of nature, that Dr. Pallas found 
tlie heat of birds more confiderable than 
that of quadrupeds ; namely, from 103 to 
1 1 1 degrees ; a wife arrangement of Pro- 
vidence, in proportioning the heat of the 
winged tribe to the fuperior cold obtaining 
in that part of the atmofphere where they 
range. 
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CHAR VIL 

Palace and gardens of Tz2Lr{koc-Ztlo. — Orani- 
enbaum. — Hijiory of Prince Mentchikof.— 
Fortrefs. — Apartments of Peter III. — Palace 
and gardens of Peterhof.— Dutch houfe built 
by Peter the Great. — Schluflelburgh. — Or/- 
giHy hijiory y and defer ipt ion of the fortrefs. 

AS, upon our arrival at Peterfburgh, the 
feafon of the year was far advanced; 
we had no time or opportunity to vifit many 
places in the neighbourhood of that capital. 
We contrived, however, before the approach 
of winter, to make excurfions to Tzarikoe- 
Zelo, Oranienbaum, Peterhof, and SchluffeU 
burgh. 

Tzarlkoe-Zelo, an imperial palace, about 
fifteen miles from Peterlburgh, is the favou- 
rite fummer refidence of the emprefs, where 
file lives in a more retired manner than when 
fhe is at Peterhof. This palace, which was 
built by Elizabeth, is a brick edifice ftuccoed 
white, of difproportionate length, and in a 
moft heavy ftyle of architecture . The ca- 
pitals of the outfide pillars, as alfo many 

Bb4 ©f 
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of the other exterior ornaments, together with 
the feveral wooden ftatues which fupport the 
cornice and adorn the roof, are all gilded, 
and exhibit a moft tawdry appearance. The 
apartments are large and magnificent: fome 
are fitted up in the old ftyle of gaudy pro- 
fufionj others in a lefs fplendid, but more 
elegant tafte, by her prefent majefty. One 
room is much admired, being richly incrufted 
with amber, a prefent from the king of 
Pruffia. 

Having viewed the palace j we. walked 
round the gardens, which are laid out in the 
Englifh talle, and are agreeably diverfified 
with lawn, wood, and water. Among fe- 
veral bridges, we were particularly llruck 
with one, built after the model of Lord Pem- 
broke's Palladian bridge at Wilton. It is 
exaftly of tlic fame fize, but more mag-f 
nificent, the lower part being of granite, and 
the colonade of marble. The latter was 
hewn and worked in Siberia by an Italian 
artilf, who employed nine years in completing 
it : from Siberia it was tranfported by water 
to Pctcrlburgh, and from the capital to 
Tzarflcoe-Zelo by land. It was a pleafing 
fatisfadlion to obferve our works of tafte in- 
troduced into thefe diltant and, formerly, in- 

hofpitable 
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hofpitable regions. Several buildings were 
fcattered about the gardens, many of which 
were raifed in honour of thofe perfons who 
{liftinguifhed themfelves in the imperial fer- 
vice: among thefe I remarked a triumphal 
arch to Prince Orlof, for repairing to Mofcow 
in order to check the progrefs of the plague, 
which raged with great violence in that city; 
a building to Count Alexey Oriof, in memory 
cf the naval vidory at Tchefme ; and an 
pbelifk to Marfhal Romantzof, for his fucceffes 
^gainft the Turks, 

Our next excurfion was to Peterhof, Ora- 
pienbaum and Cronftadt 

The road lay at a fmall diftance from the 
Gulf of Finland, at firft through a flat coun- 
try, chiefly marfhy, producing pafture and 
little corn. On our left extended a ridge 
of low hills, which once formed the boun- 
dary of the Gulf, when it fpread over a larger 
fpace than it covers at prefent. We afcended 
this ridge ; obferved on our left the convent 
of St. Sergius, and on our right the palace of 
Strelna, begun by Elizabeth, but never finifhed, 
About four miles further we paffed by Peter- 

\ Cronftadt will be defcribed in the chapter which 
(reats of the Ruffian navy. See Book VI. in the next 
volume, 

hof; 
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hof ; and proceeded to Oranienbaum, through 
a country covered with foreft. 

The palace of Oranienbaum, which ftands 
near the Ihore of the Gulf of Finland, about 
the diftance of 27 niiles from Peterfburgh, 
was erected by Prince Mentchikof, while he 
was in the meridian of a power, to which 
fcarcely any fubjed but himfelf has ever ar- 
rived. The rife of this extraordinary man 
is varioufly related by different authors. Some 
alTert that he was apprentice to a paftry-cook, 
and fold pies in the ftreets of Mofcow ; that 
Peter once flopping to converfe with him, 
was fo ftruck with his ready wit and quick 
repartees, that he took him into his fervice, 
and advanced him, by rapid promotions, to 
the height of favour which he afterwards en- 
ioyed : others declare, that he was the fon of 
a groom belonging to the court, and was 
cafually placed about the perfon of the em- 
peror Both thefe accounts, however con- 
tradictory to each other, fufficiently lliow the 
lownefs and uncertainty of his origin : and 
indeed it is no wonder that the genealogy of 

♦ The former opinion, that he was a paftry-coolc's boy, 
feems to be the moft: probable, as it is preferred by Weber, 
Manftein, Bruce. 



an 



C. 7* PRINCE MENTCHIKOF. 379 

an upftart favourite fhould net be exadlly 
traced. The earlieft account upon record 
concerning him is, that, in the year 1687, 
he was one of the youths * whom Peter L 
formed into a corps, and difciphned after the 
European manner. The young tzar was only 
fifteen years old ; and Mentchikof, then known 
by the name of Alcxajcaj or Little Alexander, 
about the fame age ; and as the latter was 
remarkably adlive in his exercife, he was ob- 
ferved by Le Fort, and by him recommended 
to Peter. Several perfons of this company 
were afterwards promoted very high in the 
Ruffian fervice j and many circumftances con- 
curred to forward the advancement of Ment- 
chikof. He rendered himfelf remarkably ufe- 
ful to the tzar in his plans of reformation ; 
he paid a particular attention to foreigners, 
whom Peter was continually drawing into his 
fervice; he ftudied his mafter's character and 
temper; and knew how to fubmit to the 
grofleft infults. The tzar,'' fays Gordon, 
who was himfelf an eye«witnefs, often 
kicked him publicly, and beat him like a 

* Muller's Nachricht von der Urfprunge des Preobaf- 
chenlcifchen, &c. in Journal of St. Peterfburgh for March, 
1778, p. 173. Furft Menzikow war ciner den erftea 
Potefchniu See alfo Manftein, p. 11. 

" dogi 
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" dog; fo that the by-ftanders concluded 
him undone ; but always next morning the 

" peace was made up, which people believed 
could not proceed but from fome preter- 
natural caufe 

One inftance of his implicit obedience to 
the commands of the tzar, and his dexterity 
in performing them, is recorded by Korb, 
jfecretary to the Auftrian embafly. It is a 
well-known fad that Peter was accuftomed 
to aflift at the examination of the prifoners 
who were accufed of high trcafon ; that he 
would be prefent at the tortures inflicfted upon 
them in order to force confellion ; that he 
would frequently attend at their execution j 
that he would fometimts himfelf perform the 
office of executioner ^ ; and would occafionally 

confign 

♦ Gordon's Life of Peter, vol. II. p. 278. Korb alfo 
fajrs, Alexafcam vero favoritam fuum, gladio accinitum 

inter tripudia dcprchcndens, dcponendi gladii morem in- 
" flido colapho docuit ; cujus impetum fanguis ex naribus 
*^ abundc dcfluus fatis teftatus eft." p. 84. 

f Qi^iinqiie rebelliuin capita a yiohHiJfima Mofcovia 
" manu fecuri elTe amputata." Korb Diarium, p. 170. 

L'Evefque makes the following judicious remarks upon 
this remarkable circumftance. 

*^ Peut ctre ccs fortes d'cxccutions, dont les grands 
" ctaient les miniftres, ct aux quelles le prince lui^mcme 
" prenait part, etaieat-ellcs fondccs fur quelquc ufage ou 

<^ fur 
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confign that talk to his favourites and prin- 
cipal nobles Korb relates, that, foon after 

the 

^ fur quelque loi aont on a perdu le fouvenir. Elles 
" etoient refervees, fans doute, pour ces grandes rebellions 
" qui mena^aient I'etat et le fouverain. La noblefle, en 
" frappant elle meme les coupables, prouvait qu'elle avoit 
" horreur de leur complot-, et le prince grievement of- 
fenfe, fe refervait quelque part a la vengeance, Cc 
" qui femble confirmer ce fentiment, c'eft que Pierre punit 
" les Strelits de la meme manicre, que le tfar Ivan s'etait 
venge des nobles qui lui etaient fufpefts. Ce rapport 
entre le crime et la punition prouve qu'elle ne dependait 
feulement du caprice du fouverain. Pierre, dirait-on, 
" dcvait abolir cet ufage. Mais pouvait-il changer fi 
" promptement les coutumes, les loix, fa nation lui- 
« meme/' Vol. IV. p. 147. 

* Gordon mentions the fame circumftance^ but he only 
fays that feveral of the great men, w^hom the tzar fuf- 
pefted to have been engaged in this confpiracy, he 
" caufed to take the axe into their hands, and obliged 
^ them to cut ofF the heads of fome others of the confpi- 
^ rators." Vol. I. p. 130. Korb mentions, timong 
Others, the names of Blumberg and Le Fort, whom the 
tzar defired to become executioners, but who excufed 
themfelves. 

Quotquot Bojarinorum & magnatum concillo ints- 
rerant, quo contra rebelles Strelizios certamen decretum 
eft, hodiernus dies ad novum vocavit tribunal : fmgulis 
" fmguli rei propofiti : quemvis oportebat fsntentiam, quam 
" didtaverat, fecuri exequi. Princeps Romadonowfki, an- 
tequam tumultuarentur, quatuor regiminum dux quatuor 
" Stielizios, urgcnte majeftate, coden) ferroad terram pro- 

" ftraviti 



I 



2^2 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 4^ 

the infurredlon of the Strelitz in 1698, 
Peter fcornfully reproached many of the 
nobles who trembled at being compelled to 
behead fome rebels ; adding, in a ftrain of 
ianguinary jufticc, that there was no vidtim 
more acceptable to the Deity than a wicked 
" man/' Mentchikof, however, does not 
feem to have laboured under fuch delicate 
feelings; for, as a prelude to the execution 
of 150 Strelit2, he drove about the ftreets 
of Mofcow in a fledge brandilhing a naked 

ftravit ; crud^lior AUxafca de 'u]ginU dicujfis capitibus glo^ 
riabatur; infclix Gallizin, quod male feriendo dolores 
* damnati multum adauxerit, 330. Una fimul edu6ti ad 
*^ feralem fecuris ii^lum late patjntem planitiem civili qui- 
*^ dem, fed impio fanguinc purpurarunt. Ad idem lidloris 
officium cum Barone de Blumberg Generalls Lefort in«^ 
" vitabatur ; fed excuLiites, id domi fux moris non elle^ 
« auditi funt. Ipfemct tzarus in fella fedens totam tra* 
" goe<Uam, tamque horrcndam tot hominum lanienam 
ficcis oculis infpcdabat, hoc unum indignatus, quod Bo- 
" jarinorum plurimi infueto huic muneri tremulas nianus 
admoviffenf, cum tamen nulla pinguior vidtima Deo 
madtari poflit, quam homo fceleratus." p. 88, 89. 
And again : Qi^iivis inccrtum librabat idum, novo et 
" infolito muncri tremulas manus admovcns, Infcliciflime 
" omnium fcriebat Bojarinovum ille, qui aberrantem i 
" collo gladlum in tergus mifcrat, et Strciizio fic in me- 
dium fcrme dillecto, dolores ad dcfpcrationem auxiifet, 
;///;• jIUxaJca Jauri melius infclUis ni solium UtigijJitJ* 
Ibid, p. 172. 

8 fword, 
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fword and boafted of his adroitnefs ia 
cutting off twenty heads- It was not merely 
by adts of buffoonery and cruelty that he 
acquired the efteem and confidence of Peter, 
but by his fuperior abilities, both as a ftatef- 
man and a foldier-f*. Being chofen by the 
emperor for the companion of his travels into 
foreign parts, he was, in 1706, created prince 
of the German empire ; and was rapidly ele- 
vated to the higheft employments both in the 
civil and military line. On particular oc- 
cafions he was even permitted to perfonate 
his fovereign, by giving public audience to 
foreign embaffadors ; while Peter, averfe to 
the pomp of royalty, appeared as a private 
perfon in his fuite. So great indeed was 
the afcendancy which this favourite acquired 
over the emperor (an afcendancy confirmed 
and maintained by the influence of Catha- 
rine]:), as to give rife to a report among 

* Oflendit adhiu eo vefpere Jape diHus Alexander^ carpento 
per o?nnia urbis compitia vcSlus^ creberri?nd nudi erifts ojlen-^ 
tatione^ qua?n fanguhiolentam erajlini diet tragoediam ^a*- 
pidfaret. 

t At the battle of Pultawa he had three horfes fliot 
under him. 

X Catharine more than once prevented MentchikoPs dif- 
grace, wnich had been mevitable without her intercellionir 
Baflcvitz in Bufc. Hr M. IX, p. 294. 

the 
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the Ruffians, that he had fafcinated by witch- 
craft the mind of his mafter. 

Upon the death of Peter his power was 
flill more unbounded. Catliarine, who was 
chiefly indebted to his intrigues and abiUties 
for her elevation to the throne, gratefully 
refigned to him the fole adminiftration of 
affairs ; and flie may be called the oftenfible^ 
while he was the real fovereign *. His au- 
thority continued undiminiftied to the moment 
of her deceafe ; and the claufe in her will -f*, 
by which fhe ordered her fuccefTor Peter II. 
to efpoufe the prince's daughter, was at once 
a proof of his afcendancy, and her gratitude. 

His intrigues and power, his ambition 
and arrogance, his difrefpeftful behaviour to 
Peter II. J and the peculiar circumftances of 

his 

♦ " Le gouvernement,'* fays Count Munic, "n'etoit 
autre chofe que le vouloir deJpoUqtie du Prince Meyifchi^ 
kow.''' Ebauchc^ &c. p. 63. 

t Gordon fuppofes that this will was forged by prince 
Mentchikof : a fuppofition for which there is not the leaft 
proof. We mult diftinguifh between thofe parts of 
Gordon's hiftory, which relate to events while he was in 
Ruffia, and the others which he wrote after he quitted that 
country in 1 7 1 1. He fpeaks worfe of prince Mentchikof thai! 
he feems to deferve, and particularly arraigns his courage. 

X Munic gives, amongft others, the following inftances 
9f his arrogance : " Lorfqu'il ecrivoit au jeune empercur 
" « U 
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his difgrace, are all related In the Memoirs of 
Manftein * ; a book which cannot be too 
highly commended as an authentic and im- 
partial work. Two days before his fall the 
prince repaired to his palace of Oranienbaum 
for the dedication of a chapel> having pre- 
vioufly invited Peter II. to be prefent at the 
ceremony : the latter however excufmg him- 
felf, under pretence of indifpofition, the chapel 
was confecrated ; and it did not efcape notice, 
that Mentchikof feated himfelf on a throne 
whicli had been raifed for the emperor. 
Being arreted, in the month of September, 
J 727, he was imprifoned at Berefof, a fmall 
town upon the river Oby, in a wooden hovel 
enclofed with palifadoes, where he ended his 
days. He is faid to have Tupported his dif- 
grace with firmnefs and refignation -f- : he re- 
ceived 

il le traitoit de fils et fous-fignoit la lettre : Votre Pere 
Menfchikow. Aux eglifes il fe mettoit a la tribune de 
^ rEmpereur/' &c. Ebauche, &c. 67. 

* P. 2. to p. 13. 

t Manftein, p. 10* Weber, on the contrary, aflerts^ 
that he was wretched and impatient, and became fo weary 
of his exiftence, as to refufe all nouriftiment, and could 
be prevailed upon to fwallow nothing but water. Having 
continued in this ftate a few days without uttering a fingle 

Vol. il C c word, 
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ceiVed a daily allowance of ten roubles from 
which he even laved a kifficiency to build a 
wooden church ; and amuled hiniielf by afiift- 
ing the workmen in its conftrudlion. He 
furvived his fall about two years and. five 
months, dying in the month of November, 
1729, of an apoplex)^ f. 

The wife of Prince Mentchikof was fo 
affefted with her huiband's difgrace, that fhe 
became blind with weeping, and expired on 
the road to Berefof. One of his daughters 
died before her father in prifonj and the 
remaining part of his family, confifling of a 
(on and a daugliter, were releafed on the accef- 
fion of the emprels Anne. The daughter was 
married to Guflavus Biren, brother to the 
duke of Courland ; and the fon was promoted in 

word, he expired on the 2d of November, 1729. The 
authority of Manlleni, however, is in this inftance to be 
prct'crrcd to that of Weber ; as he had frequent cpportu- 
aitics during his refidcnce in Rullia of making inquiries 
concerning the death of prince Mentchikof, after his family 
had been releafed by the emprefs Anne. Whereas Weber 
had quitted Ruflia before that period ; and he infcrts his 
account of the prince's death merely as a report, **iincj 
" man melJete damals,'' &c. Ver. RulL v. 111. p. 

*£-^' 

t See Schmidt Matcriullen, Sic, who has colleiSled every 
thing relating to prince Mentchikof, p. 248, &c. 

the 
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the army by the fame emprefs. A grandfon 
of prince Mcntchikof is now living: he is 
an officer in the Ruffian army; and inherits 
only the name, but none of the riches or 
power of his grandfather. 

Soon after the fall of Mtntchikof, his 
palace was converted into an hofpital for 
failors ; but was afterwards chofen by Peter III. 
for his favourite refidence. The middle part 
of the edifice remains the fame as it was 
erected by Mentchikof, and confifts of two 
ftories, containing a range of fmall apart- 
ments : the wings, which are long buildings 
of one ftory, were added by the emperor. 

Having pafled through the palace, in which 
there was nothing worthy of remark, we went 
to the fortrefs. In our way we did not omit 
obferving a model in miniature of a citadel, 
which Peter III. when he firft contracted a 
H fondnefs for mihtary ftudies, ordered to be 
made for the purpofe of learning pradical 
fortificatioti. Advancing a little further we 
came to the fortrefs, which is furrounded with 
a ditch and rampart, and ftrengthened with 
baftions. It was raifed by the late emperor 
when he was great-duke j and contains a 
building called by him the governor's houfe, 
which he generally inhabited himfelf, and 

C c 2 into 
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into which he admitted only his officers ahd 
favourites, while his court refided in the 
palace. • Near it were barracks for a fmill 
garrifon, a few wooden houfes for the prin- 
cipal officers, and a fmall Lutheran chapel, 
where his Holftein foldiers affembled for di- 
vine fervice. The governor's houfe is a brick 
building ftuccoed, with four windows in front, 
and containing about eight fmall rooms. 
It remains exadlly in the fame ftate as during 
the life-time of the emperor, neither the fur- 
niture nor the bed, in which he flept the night 
preceding his depofition, being removed. It 
had a white fattin coverlet, and was on a 
large four-poft bedftead, with curtains of 
pink and filver brocade, and ornamented at 
the top with plumes of red and white feathers. 
Adjoining to this apartment is a neat cabinet, 
hung with light brown filk, upon which 
were feveral figures worked by the em-* 
prefs. 

From the fortrefs we were conduded to a 
large gallery of pidlures, colleded by the fame 
emperor. Among feveral portraits of that 
unfortunate prince, one was pointed out to 
Us as a ftriking refemblance : he is painted 
in his Holftein uniform; the complexion is 
fair, and the hair light there is no cxpreffion 

in 
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in the features, and the countenance has a 
very efFeipinate look. 

In the garden is an elegant pavilion, con- 
ftrudled by order of the emprefs when £he was 
great-duchefs j it contains eighteei; apart- 
rnents, each furnifhed in different taftes, 
namely, the Greek, Turkifli, Chinefe, &c. 
and is fituated in the midft of a thick wood : 
its approaches being circular^ we had not the 
leaft glimpfe until we arrived at it ; and as it 
generally caufes an emotion of furprize, it has, 
fpr that reafon, received the appellation of 
Ha/ 

In the gardens of Oranienbaum is a ve^y 
extraordinary building, denominated the Moun- 
tain for Sledges, and called alfo by fome tra- 
vellers the Flying Mountain. It ftands in 
the middle of an pblong area, enclofed by an 
open colpnade v^ith a flat roof, which is railed 
for the convenience of holding fpedlators. 
frhe circumference of this colonad? is at 
leaft half a mile. In the middle of the area 
ftands the flying mountain, ftretching nearly 
from Qp^^ end to the other. It is a wooden 
building, fupported upon brick wajls, repre- 
fenting an uneven furface of ground, or a 
mountain compofed of three principal afcents, 
gradually diminiftiing in height, with an in- 

C c 3 termediate 
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termediate fpace to refemble vallies : from 
top to bottom is a floored way, in which 
three parallel grooves are formed. It is 
thus ufed : a fmall carriage, containing one 
perfon, being placed in the center groove 
upon the higheft point, goes with great ra- 
pidity down one hill ; the velocity which it 
acquires in its defcent carries it up a fecond | 
and it continues to move in a fimilar manner 
until it arrives at the bottom of the area, 
where it rolls for a confiderable way on the 
level furface, and ftops before it attains the 
boundary : it is then placed in one of the 
fide grooves, and drawn up by means of a 
cord fixed to a windlafs. To a perfon un- 
acquainted with the mechanifin, this enter- 
tainment would appear tremendous i but as 
the grooves always keep the carriage in its 
right diredion, there is not the leaft danger 
of being overturned. At the top of the 
mountain are feveral handfome apartments 
for the accommodation of the court and prin- 
cipal nobility j and there is alio room for 
many thoufand fpectators within the colonade 
and upon its roof. Near the flying mountain * 

is 

* Dr. King, in his ElTay on the Eficfts of Cold, has de- 
fcribed another kind of Flying Mountain, which was ereited 
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is a fpacious amphitheatre, in which tourna- 
ments are ufually exhibited. 

Petcrhof is about feven miles from Ora- 
nienbaum, and twenty from the capital: the 
palace was begun by Peter I. and finifhed by 
Elizabeth. It is feated upon an eminence, 
and commands a fuperb view of Cronftadt, 
Peteriburgh, the intervening gulf, and the op- 
pofite coaft of Carelia: it is magnificently 
fumiihed j and the fuite of apartments princely. 
The prefence-chamber is ornamented with the 
portraits of the lb vereigns of the lioufe of 
Romanof, who have reigned over Rufha fmce 
the year 1 6 1 3 . The moft confpicuous amongft 
them was a whole length of the prefent em- 
prcfs, as flie made her triumphant entry into 
Fcterfburph the evenino; of the revolution 
which placed her upon the throne. She is 
rcprefented dreflcd like a man in the uniform 
of the guards; with a branch of oak in her 
"hat ; a drawn fword in her hand ; and 
mounted upon a white fleed. 

The gardens of Peterhof have been cele- 
brated for their tafte and elegance j and from 
the number of jet d'eaus, fountains, bafons, 

at Tzarfkoe-Zelo : It was taken down when I faw the place, 
' her prefent majcfty not being fo fond of thefe diverfions as 
the late emprcfs, 

C p 4 pafcades. 
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cafcades, parterres, &c. have been compared 
to thofe of Verfailles. Thefe gardens, which, 
at the time of their formation, were greatly 
admired in this country, though not congenial 
to the taftc of the emprefs, are fuffered to 
remain in their prefent ftate ; as during fum- 
mer her majefty principally refides at Tzarfkoe- 
Zelo, where the grounds are difpofed in a 
more modern and pleafing manner. I fhall 
not detain the reader with a defcription of 
the lilver dolphins and gilded ftatues, which 
are fcattered in great profufion ; but I cannot 
omit mentioning thofe of two gladiators pla- 
ced in a bafon of water : they are reprefented, 
not with the antient weapons, the fword and 
buckler, but with the more modern inllru- 
rnents of war, a brace of piftols, which as 
they point to each other in threatening at- 
titudes, the water rufhes impetuoufly from 
the barrels. 

Part of the garden lies between the palace 
and the gulf ; and contains, among other build- 
ings, one fituated clofe to the water, which 
is worthy of particular obfervation, becaufe it 
. was the favourite retreat of Peter I. As the 
houfe and furniture has been preferved with a 
kind of religious veneration exadly in their 
original ftate, we can form fome idea of the 

plain 
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plain and frugal limplicity in which that 
monarch was accuftomed to live. This houfe 
was built foon after his return from Holland, 
and fitted up in the tafte of that country, for 
which reafon it was known by the appellation 
of the Dutch houfe: he ufed alfo to call it 
Monplaijirf the name by which it is now dif- 
tingili(hed- Being fubjedt to fevers, he was 
prepoffelTed that the fea-air * was the moft 
falutary for his conftitution ; and for that 
reafon caufed this fmall houfe to be placed 
dofe to the Gulf of Finland. It- is of brick, 
of one ftory, and roofed with iron : the win- 
dows reach from the ground • to the top; 

* " Le czar prit a Riga une forte attaque de fievre 
chaude. Pour s'en remettre, il fe logea une ^ukaine 
de jours dans un vaifleau. A fon avis, Tair des eaux 
reftaurait la fante. Peu de journees paflees fans le ref- 
pirer. Se levant au point du jour, et dinant a onze 
heures du matin, il avait coutume de faire un fommeil 
apres le repas. Un lit de repos pour cet ufage etait 
dreffe dans la fregatte, et il y allait en toute faifon. 
^* Meme lorfqu'il fejournait en ete a PeterfliofF, I'air des 
^ vaftes jardins de ce palals lui femblait etouffe, et il cou- 
" chait a Monplaifir^ maifon, dent les flots des la mer 
lavent un cote, et dont I'autre confine au grand pare 
de Petcrfhoff. C'etait fa retraite favorite. II Pavait 
^ meublee de tableaux flamans, reprefentant des fcenes 
^ champetres et maritimes, plailantes pour la plupart*'* 
Baflevitzj in B. M. IX, p, 339. 

which, 
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which, added to the length and lownefs of the 
building, give it the appearance of a green- 
houfe. The habitable part confifts of an 
hall and fix fmall rooms, which are all 
furnifhed in the neatcft and plaineft manner. 
The naantle-pieces are ornamented wi^ curi- 
ous old porcelaine, which he greatly prized 
as being brought into Kuffia when the com- 
munication wa^ firft opened wiiii China. 
The bed-room is fmall, whitc-walhed, and 
the floor covered with a coloured fail- cloth. 
'It contains a barrack- bedftcad without cur- 
tains J and I obferved that the fl^eets were 
remarkably -fine. The galleries on each fide, 
and two fmall rooms, are hung with pictures 
of the Dutch and Flemi(h fchools ; among 
thefe were feveral portraits of himfelf under 
the charader of mailer Peter when he worked 
at Sardam j and one of his favourite miftrefi 
the beautiful Dutch girl. 

Being anxious to vifit every remarkable 
place in the neighbourhood of this city, I did 
not fail rcpairin^g to Schlulfclburgh a fortrefs 
often mentioned in the Ruflian hillory, and ce- 
lebrated for the number and rank of the flatc 
prifoncrs who have been there confined. 

Schluffelburgh lies at the diftance of 40 
miles from Peterlburgh: the road runs the 

w^hole 
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whole way by the fide of the Neva, which 
flows with a full ftream in a broad and wind- 
ing channel ; its banks, which arc fteep and 
high, are ftuddej with many villages, and 
feveral country houfcs prettily difperfed and 
hanging over the edge of the water. The 
village of Schlufl'elburgh, which is fituated 
on each fide of the Neva, contains about 300 
wooden houfes, and about 2800 inhabi- 
tants, 

The fbrtrefs is built upon a fmall illand of 
the Neva, at the point where that river ifllies 
from the lake Ladoga. The breadth of the 
ftream in that part is about three quarters of 
a mile, and the current is remarkably rapid. 

The origin of this fortrefs is thus traced by 
the Ruflian hiftorians. In 1324 George 
Danilovitch, great-duke of Mofcow, being 
upon an expedition againft Wiburgh, built a 
fmall fortrefs in the middle of this ifland, 
which was then called, from its oblong fliape, 
Orekoflki Oftrof, or Nut Ifland; from this 
appellation the fortrefs took its name of Orek- 
ovetch, which was corrupted into Orefliek. 
Being befieged and taken by Magnus king of 
Sweden, the Swedes tranflated the nanle into 
their own language, and called it Noteborg. 
It again came into the poffefTion of the Ruf- 
l fians. 
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fians, who retained it until 1614, when Gufta- 
vus Adolphus forced the garrifon to capitu- 
late, ' It was probably fince this laft period, 
that the Swedes encircled the whole ifland 
with a wall and battlements, the lame which 
fubfift at prefent. 

In 1702 Peter advanced to the frontiers of 
Sweden with a confiderable army ; and, hav- 
ing made leveral ineffectual attempts againft 
Noteborg, he fent prince Galitzin, colonel 
of the guards, at the head of a fcledl corps, to 
take it by ftorm. That officer having, by 
means of rafts, landed his foldiers clofe to 
the fortifications, which advance almoft to 
the edge of the water, they were received 
with fuch cool intrepidity by the garrifon, and 
expofed to fo dreadful a carnage ; that Peter, 
conceiving the allault to be impradicable, fent 
immediate orders for the Ruflians to retire : 
Prince Galitzin, however, refufed to obey. 

Tell my fovereign," added he, that I am 
^ no longer his fubjedt ; having thrown my- 
" felf under the protection of a power far 

fuperior to him/' Then, turning to his 
troops, he animated -them by his voice and 
example, and, leading them to the attack, 
fcaled the walls and took the fortrefs. Peter 
w^as fo much ftruck with this exploit, that, upon 

his 
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his next interview with Galitzin, he faid to 
him, Afk what you chufe, except Mofcdw 
and Catharine/' The prince^ with a mag- 
nanimity which reflefts the higheft honour 
upon his charadler, inftantly requefted the 
pardon of his antient rival prince Repnin, who 
had been degraded by Peter from the rank of 
piarflial to that of a common foldier : he ob*^ 
tained his reqiteft ; and with it the confidence 
of his fovereign j the efteem of Repnin j and 
the applaufe of the pubHck *• 

Peter changed the name of the fortrefs into 
SchlulTelburgh, its prefent appellation, becaufe, 
from the importance of its fituation, he con- 
fidered it as the key \ of his conquefts. From 
this period it has continued in the poffeflion 
of the Ruffians : but, fmce the boundaries of 
the empire have been confiderably extended, 
it is no longer of that importance as it was 
when fituated upon the frontiers of the Swed- 
ifh territory; and for its great flrength and 
infulated fituation, it has been chiefly ufed for 
a ftate-prifon. 

* I received this anecddte from one of the defcendants 
of Prince Galitzin, and its truth was confirmed by many 
Ruffian noblemen. 

t Schluffel in German fignifies a key; and Peter afFe(5led 
to give many places a German appellation. 

The 
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The ifland, which lies juft midway between 
the oppofite banks, is, as I have before ob- 
ferved, of an oblong fliape, fcarcely more 
than 600 yards in length, and 260 in its 
greateft breadth. The walls, which Ikirt aU 
moft its whole circumference, are built with 
ftone and brick, about fifty feet in height, and 
from eleven to twenty thick ; and are ftrength- 
ened, according to the antient mode of forti- 
fication, with battlements and eight round 
towers. We pafled over a draw-bridge into 
the fortrefs, which we exajnined, but without 
being permitted to enter any of the wards 
wherein the prifoners are confined. A range 
of corridors, open on the inner fide, enclofes 
a large area, and contains feveral dungeons 
for the prifoners. We obferved the windows 
of thefe dungeons clofed with brick, leaving 
towards their top only a vacant fpace of a 
few inches fquare, which admits fo little light, 
that the unfortunate inhabitants have only a 
kind of twilight gloom. In the middle of 
the area is the governor's houfe, and a finall 
wooden cottage, wherein a ftate-prifoner was 
confined. Further on we entered through a 
portcullis-gate into the interior fortrefs, which 
was built by George Danilovitch in the year 
1324 : it is about 140 feet fquare, open at top, 

with 
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with ftone walls remarkably high. Within 
we obferved a brick houfe of one ftory, which 
reaches from one fide to the other, and con- 
tains eleven rooms, each about feventeen feet 
by twelve. It is ftill unfinifhed, the floors 
not being laid, and has never been inhabited* 
This houfe was built by order of the late 
emperor Peter III. with fuch expedition, that 
it was begun and brought to its prefent ftate 
in lefs than fix weeks; but his depofition put 
an immediate flop to its progrefs. The con- 
ftrudtion of fo large a building in fo fecure a 
place, and in fuch a fmall fpace of time, has 
always been deemed a myfleryj but there is 
every reafon to fuppofe that he intended it for 
his confort the prefent emprefs, whom it is now 
well known he had determined to divorce and 
imprifon. That mifguided and unfortunate 
prince came a few weeks before his depofition 
to Schlu/Telburgh, to fee prince Ivan; when 
he examined this houfe with great attention, 
and feemed fatisfied with the expedition of the 
workmen ^. 

Several 

* Bufching fuppofes that Peter conftrufted a houfe for 
prince Ivan in the fortrefs of Schluflelburgh. This can 
mean no other houfe than that defcribed in the text, which 
I am convinced was defigned for the emprefs j but Bufching 

probably 
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Several ftate prifoners of high rank have 
been confined in this fortrefs ; among the 
moft remarkable are the following : Maria *i 
fifter of Peter the Great; Eudociaf , firft wife 

of 

probably did not know that Ivan was removed to Kexholm 
the1)eginning of June. Bufching, vol. VI. p. 531. 

See the account of prince Ivan in Book V. Chap^ II. 
in the next volume. 

♦ Maria was imprifoned upon fufplcion of being con- 
cerned with Alexey; was again releafed, and died at 
Peterlburgh in 1723. 

t Eudocia was married, in 1 689 to Peter the Great, 
then only in the l8th year of his age ; artd was delivered of 
Alexey in 1690. Her oppofition to Peter's plans of re- 
formation, and her repeated remonftrances againft his 
incontinence, occafioned her divorce, which took place 
in 1696; when (he was compelled to afTume the veil, and 
was confined in a convent at Sufdal. During her refi- 
dence in that convent, fhe is reported to have contracted 
a connexion with a general Glebof, and even to have 
entered into a contract of marriage by exchanging rings 
with him. Encouraged by the predidions of the arch- 
biftiop of Roftof, who, from a dream, announced to her the 
death of Peter, and her immediate return to court under 
the reign of her fon Alexey, (he re-aflumed her fecular 
drefs, and was publicly prayed for in the church of the 
convent under the name of the emprefs Eudocia. Being 
brought to Mofcow in 17 18, and examined, fhe was, by 
©rder of her inhuman hufband, fcourged by two nuns, 
and imprifoned in the convent of New Ladoga, without 
being fufFered to fee any one but the perfons who brought 

her 
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of the fame monarch, who v/as here imprifon- 
ed in one of the moft gloomy cells. Count 
Piper, minifter to Charles XII. who was taken 
at the battle of Pultava, died here after a lin- 
gering captivity, Biren duke of Courland, 
favourite of the emprefs Anne, and regent 
of Ruflia, here exchanged the pomp of pa- 
laces for a loathfome dungeon j and the 

her food, which (he drefTed herfelf, for fhe had no fervant 
to do the moft flavifli offices, nor more than one cell for 
her perfon. See Letters from a Lady in Ruffia, p. 46, 
From thence (he was removed to the fortrefs of Schluflel- 
burgh. Being releafed upon the acceffion of her grand- 
fon Peter HI. fhe repaired to Mofcow, was prefent at his 
coronation, as well as that of the emprefs Anne, and ex- 
pired in the Devitchei nunnery, where fhe held her court, 
in 1731, in the 59th year of her age *. 

This princefs, though certainly a weak woman, perhaps 
was not fo gui)ty as fhe was reprefented by Peter. Mrs. Vi- 
gor, who faw and converfed with her at Mofcow in the 
year I73i> ^ures us, that Glebof " underwent fuch 
repeated tortures, as it was thought no creature could 
« have borne, with great conftancy, perfifting in his own 
and her innocence during his torments. At laft the 
czar himfelf came to him, and offered him pardon if 
" he would confefs, He fpit in the czar's face, and told 
^< him, he fhould difdain to fpeak to him, but he thought 
himfelf obliged to clear his miflrefs, who was as virtuous 
a woman as any in the world," &c. See Ibid. p. 44^ 
See Voltaire, Schmidt, &c. 



• Schmidt, Gen. Tab. in his Ruff. Gef. 

Vol. IL D d iU-fated 
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ill-fated Ivan, after an imprifonment of three 
and twenty years, kere fufFcred an untimely 
death. 

Thefe melancholy ideas, heightened by the 
dreadful gloom, the dead filence, and the aw- 
ful appearance of a few folitary centinels, 
communicated fuch an impreflion as will not 
eafily be obliterated ; and even at this diftance 
of time and place, I fhudder at the recol-. 
ledlion of a Ruffian ftate-prifon. 



CHAP. 



c. 8. 



LIVONIA, 



CHAP. VIIL 

"Journey from Peterfburgh to Riga. — Hijhry of 
Livonia. — Narva. — Dorpt. — Riga. — Anec- 
dotes of General Brown. 

AN excurfion through Livonia, Courland, 
and part of Priiffia, will form the fub- 
jedl of this and the following 'chapter. 

May 8, 1785. ^ On quitting St. Peterf- 
burgh, we purfued our journey through part 
of Ingria, Efthonia, and Livonia, provinces 
conquered from the Swedes by Peter the Great. 
As the ground was in many parts covered with 
fnow, and as we travelled night and day, we 
could not fufficiently obferve the produc- 
tions of the country ; and as the incidents 
of the journey were in no wife remark- 
able, I fliall chiefly confine my account to 
the hiftory of Elthonia and Livonia, and 
to a fhort defcription of Narva, Dorpt, 
and Riga, the only places through which 
we paffed, in any degree worthy of no- 
tice, 

D d 2 As 
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As Efthonia and Livonia, bordermg upon 
RufTia, Sweden, and Poland, and reciprocally 
claimed and pofleffed by thofe three powers, 
v/ere, during a period of more than two cen- 
turies, a conftant fource and a perpetual fcene 
of the moft bloody wars, it may not be un- 
necefTary to ftate briefly their hiftory, and to 
trace the caufes which rendered them ob- 
jed:s of fuch contention to thofe three 
powers. 

In II 58, fome merchants of Bremen, 
bound to Wiiby, in the ifle of Gothland*, 
being drove by ftrefs of weather, landed at 
the mouth of the Duna, and trafficked with 
the natives. Drawing conliderable advan- 
tage from this trade, the merchants return- 
ed in great numbers, and gradually efta- 
blifhed a fettlement. A German monk of 
the Auguftine order, who accompanied the 
new colonics, acquired the language of the 
country, converted feveral of the natives to 
Chriftianity, and perfuaded them to be bap- 
tized. 

According to the cuftom of that barba- 
rous era, an order of knighthood, firft call- 
ed the Knights of Chrill:, and afterwards 



• Nacbrichter von Liefland, S. R. G. v. 9. p. 2^3. 

with 
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with more propriety the Knights of the 
Sword, was inftituted for the propagation 
of Chriftianity by fire and fword. Thofe 
miUtary miffionaries, equally fanatic and fan- 
guinary, gradually overran the country, and 
reducing the antient inhabitants, rendered 
them at the fame time Chriftians and flaves. 

In 1 23 1, thefe knights, being incorpo- 
rated in the Teutonic order, ftiled them- 
felves Knights and Lords of the Crofs, and 
purchafed Eflhonia, in 1521, from the king 
of Denmark. Walter Plettenberg their chief> 
or general of the order, having obtained from 
the grand mafter of the Teutonic order the 
chief jurifdidion of Livonia, was confidered 
as independent, and admitted loon after- 
wards by Charles the Fifth among the princes 
of the empire. • 

The knights continued in polTeflion of 
Efthonia and Livonia, until the weaknefs 
and impolitic conduct of their mafters, and 
civil diffenfions, incited the ambition of the 
neighbouring powers, and involved the coun- 
try in a feries of bloody wars. 

In 1556, the archbifhop of Riga being 
imprifoned by Walter Furftenberg, the ge- 
neral of the order, implored the affiilance 
of his uncle Sigifmond Augullus king of 

D d 3 Poland. 
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Poland. Sigifmond immediately armed in 
favour of his nephew, invaded Livonia, and 
compelled Walter Furftenberg not only to 
rellore the archbifhop to liberty, but to con- 
clude a treaty, by which he acknowledged 
himfelf and the province of Livonia depen- 
dent on the crov/n of Poland. 

But Pv'an Vaffilievitch, whofe ancellors 
had formerly poli'elTed Dorpt, and other 
towns in Livonia and Efthonia, laid claim 
to thefe provinces, and entering Livonia with 
a formidable army, refolved to annex them 
to the Ruffian empire. 

In this imminent danger, the city of Re- 
vel, and the inhabitants of Efthonia, threw 
themfelves under the proteiflion of the king 
of Sweden, who, in taking pofleflion of that 
province, claimed Livonia as an annexed de- 
pendency. At the fame time the Ruflians, 
entering Livonia, met with little refiftance, 
took Furftcnberg, the grand mafter, pri- 
foner, and over-ran the greateft part of the 
country. 

Gothard Ketler, who was appointed grand 
mafter in the place of Furftenberg, finding 
it impoffible to refift the Ruftian arms, 
haftily concluded a treaty with Sigifmond 
Auguftus, ceded Livonia to the crown of 

Poland, 
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Poland, on condition of referving to him- 
felf and heirs male the duchies of Cour- 
land and Semigallia as fiefs of Poland. At 
the conclulion of this treaty, Livonia, the 
objed: of contention, thus ceded to Poland^ 
was partly poffeffed by the Poles, partly by 
the Swedes, and partly over-run by the Ruf- 
fian arms. 

In this fituation of affairs, Ivan Vaflllie- 
vitch conferred on Magnus prince of Den- 
mark, who, in the capacity of bifhop of 
Pilten in Courland, had fome pretenfions to 
Livonia, the nominal fovereignty of that 
province. Having already related * the ac- 
count of that tranfadion, together with the 
eredtion and extindion of the Hiort-lived 
kingdom of Livonia, I (hall only add, that 
Ivan Vafiilievitch, being worfted by Stephen 
Bathori, king of Poland, in feveral engage- 
ments, was glad to purchafe a peace, by 
ceding, in 1582, to the crown of Poland, 
all that part of Livonia which he had oc- 
cupied : but the king of Sweden continued 
in poflelTion of Efthonia ; and, by the fourth 
article of the peace of Oliva, obtained pof- 
feflion of all Livonia. Thefe important pro- 

« Book III. Ch. vi. 



vinces 



408 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 4. 

vinces of Livonia and Efthonia, containing 
all the north diftrid between the gulf of 
Finland, the Narova, the Peipus lake, and 
the Duna, and ftretching to the boundaries 
of the prefent government of Polotfk, were 
wrefted from the Swedes by Peter the Great, 
and confirmed to the Ruffians by the peace 
of Ryftadt, in 172 1. 

The reformation was firft introduced into 
Livonia and Eflhonia in 1522, and was foon 
embraced by all ranks of people. The Lu- 
theran religion is the moft prevalent ; but 
all other feds are tolerated. 

Narva and its fuburbs, according to a 
geographical divifion, are fituated partly in 
Ingria, and partly in EfUionia, as the river 
Narova divides thofe two provinces j but 
in the divifion of governments eftabliflied by 
the prefent emprefs, it is comprlfed in Ingria, 
or the government of St. Peterfburgh. 

Narva is near 1 00 miles from Peterfburgh, 
and ftands on the Narova, 24 miles from 
the point where that river ifTues from the 
lake Peipus, and eight miles from its mouth, 
where it fiills into the gulf of Finland. The 
houfes are built of brick ftuccoed white, 
and it has more the appearance of a Ger- 
man than of a Ruffian town. 

Ill 
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In the fuburbs, called Ivangorod, or John's 
Town, the cololTal remains of an antient for- 
trefs, built by Ivan Vaffilievitch the Great, 
impend in a pi6turefque manner over the 
lleep banks of the Narova- 

The principal exports from Narva are 
hemp, flax, timber, and corn j the imports, 
(alt, tobacco, wine, falted herrings, fpices, 
tea, fugar, and other grocery wares. 

I did not omit vifiting the two falls of 
the river Narova, which have been too 
pompoufly defcribed by feveral travellers, 
and which mufl appear trifling and unin- 
terefting to any one who has feen the fall 
of the Rhine at Schafl'haufen ; of the Dahl, 
near Gefle, in Sweden ; and the ftupendous 
catarad:s of Trolhaetta. 

The breadth of the river is about 200 
feet, and the perpendicular height of the 
falls fcarcely exceeds twenty feet. The fteep 
and chalky banks of the river, its rapid and 
turbid ftream, and a rocky ifland which fe- 
parates the two falls, form a rugged and 
pidurefque fcenery, which is heightened by 
the foam and roaring of the catarad. 

Near Narva is the fpot celebrated for the 
vidory which Charles the Twelfth, in the 
nineteenth year of his age, gained over the^ 

RuiTian 
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RulTikn ^rmy in 1700. Authors prone to 
exaggeration, and willing to render more 
marvellous the exploits of the Swedifh hero, 
have diminilhed the Swedifh army to 3000, 
and increafed the Ruffians to 100,000. The 
fad: feems to be, that Charles headed, on 
that memorable day, at leaft 9000 men, and 
that the Ruffians did not exceed 32,000*. 
And it is no wonder that the veteran troops 
of Sweden, led on by their undaunted mo- 
narch, fhould triumph over a raw undifci- 
plined army, commanded by generals at va- 
riance with each other. Six thoufand Ruf- 
fians, including thofe who were drowned in 
attempting to pafs the Narova, fell in this 
engagement; but the confequcnces were ftill 
more fatal to the Ruffian arms, as the whole 
artillery was loft, and the greateft part of 
the infantry furrendered to the conqueror. 
The number of prifoners was fo great, that 
the officers were only detained ; the reft, 
being difarmed and difmilTcd, were driven 
along like a flock of (hcep to the diftance 
of a league from Narva. 

Peter the Great, inftead of being difpirit- 
cd with this lofs, exclaimed, I expedted 



♦ See L'Evefque's Hift. de Ruffie, vol. iv. p. 169. 
4 " that 
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" that the Swedes would beat my troops ; but 
in time they will teach us to conquer them.'* 
Nor was this prediction long before it was 
verified. In lefs than five years from the 
defeat at Narva, he revenged the diflionour of 
his arms on that unfortunate day, by taking 
that town by afiault j and gave the following 
fingular proof of his humanity. 
• The Rufiian foldiers were beginning to 
pillage, and to commit all the diforders 
ufual when a town is taken by ftorm. 
Peter traverfed the ftreets on horfeback, 
with his drawn fword in his hand, reftrained 
his troops from pillage, killed two who re- 
fufed to defift, placed guards at the doors of 
the principal houfes and before the churches, 
and repaired to the Hotel de Ville, where 
the magiftrates and principal citizens had 
taken refuge, and throwing his fword upon 
the table, exclaimed, " It is not ftained with 
the blood of the natives, but with that of 
" my own foldiers, whom I killed in order to 
fave your lives 
, Dorpt, 174 verfts, or 116 miles, from 
Narva, ftill bears evident marks of the 
dreadful devaftation which it fuffered in the 

* L'Evefque, p. 201. 

wars 
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wars between the Swedes and Ruffians in 
the beginning of this century; and particu- 
larly in the ruins of its cathedral, which 
form a pidurefque objed on an adjacent 
hill. In addition to thefe devaftations, the 
town fufFered a few years ago from a violent 
conflagration ; but it is now rebuilding, and 
will rife more beautiful from its ruins, as 
the emprefs has contributed with her ufual 
munificence. A wooden bridge over the 
Empack was like wife burnt down, but has 
been fupplied by a magnificent ftone bridge, 
on which I remarked, and noted down, the 
following arrogant infcription : 

* Sifte impetus hie flumen, 
Catharina 11. jubet ; 
Cujus munificentia haec moles 

In publicum commodum 
Extrufta, Livoniaque primo 
Lapideo ponte adornata. 

1783. 

In purfuing our route from Narva to 
Dorpt, we coafted the lake Peipus, a large 

* Here, O river, ftop your impetuous courfe, Catha- 
rine the Second commands ; by whofe munificence this 
mound was raifed, and Livonia adorned with tliis firft 
ftone bridge. 

but 
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but uninterefting piece of water, the banks 
flat, and tlie environs moftly fandy, 

Dorpt ftands in the midft of the moft fertile 
part of Livonia, w^hich has been called, from 
the abundance of grain it produces, the Gra- 
nary of the North ; and this fertile diftridt 
continued till we came within a few miles of 
Riga, which is invefted, as Mr. Wraxall 
juftly obferves, on every fide with deep bar- 
ren fands. Its fituation in fo barren a fpot 
was chofen by commerce, the genius of 
which ftill protedls and enriches it 
R iga, the capital of Livonia, contains withiu 
the fortifications 9000 inhabitants, and in the 
fuburbs 15,000, exclufive of a garrifop of 
loop foldiers, It derives its confequence 
from its fituation on the Duna, a river which, 
being navigable from the frontiers of the go- 
vernment of Polotfk, brings the productions of 
the north-eaftern parts of Poland, and the weft- 
ern provinces of Ruffia, and is fuffipiently deep 
to receive, clofe to its walls, fhips of burthen, 
vyhich fail to and from the Baltic. 

Next to St. Peterlburgh it is the moft com- 
mercial town in the whole Ruffian empire, 
The trade is chiefly carried on by foreign 

f Wf axel's Northern Tour, p. 281, 

merchants. 
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merchants, who are relident in the town. The 
merchants of an Enghfli fadior/ eftabhfhed 
there enjoy the greatelt fhare of the commerce, 
and Hve in a very hofpitable and fplendid 
manner. The principal exports are corn, 
hemp, flax, iron, timber, marts, leather, tal- 
low, &c. ; its principal imports are fait, cloth, 
filks, wine, grocery wares, and falted her- 
rings. 

The maft trade, fo beneficial to this town, 
is carried on in the following manner : The 
burghers of Riga fend perfons, who are 
called maft-brokers, into the Ruffian pro- 
vinces, in order to mark the trees which are 
fit for the purpofe. The proprietors of the 
lands fell them (landing. They grow mortly 
on the diftrifts which border on the Dnie- 
per, and are fent up that river to a landing- 
place, and tranfported about thirty verfts to 
the Duna. They are then formed into floats 
of from 50 to 200 pieces, and defcend the 
ftream to Riga, The tree which produces 
the largeft marts is the Scotch fir. Thofe 
pieces which are from i8 to 25 inches in 
diameter are called marts ; under thofe dimen- 
fions, fpars, or, in England, Norway marts } 
becaufe Norway exports no trees more than 
1 8 inches in diameter. 

The 
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The Englilh merchants, who contradl with 
government, buy thefe mafts from the burgh- 
ers of Riga ; and great fkill is required in 
diftinguifhing thofe that are found throughout 
from thofe which are in the leaft internally 
decayed. They are ufually from 70 to 80 
feet in length. 

The hemp is brought from the Ukraine 
and Poland, and employs two years in its 
paflage to Riga. The barks in which it is 
conveyed, are from 250 to 300 tons bur- 
then ; are covered with matting, Hoping lik^ 
a penthoufe roof, and have a falfe bottom • 
They afcend the Dnieper and the Duna ; but 
can only pafs the laft-mentioned river in the 
fpring, or about three weeks after the fnow 
begins to melt, on account of the numerous 
fhoals y fo that if they niifs that time, they are 
delayed till autumn. 

The hemp exported from Riga is gene- 
rally more efteemed, and 30 per cent, dearer 
than that which is exported from Peterfburgh*; 
the former comes from the Ukraine, the pro- 
vinces of Mohilef and Polotfk, and the neigh- 
bouring parts of Poland j the other from th? 
governments of Tver and Novogorod. 

* Lately the Ukraine hemp has found jts way to Pe* 
terfburgh. 
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The Riga hemp is chiefly ufed for Ihrouds 
and ftays of men of war; and procured by 
contract for the Englifh admiralty and Eaft 
India company. 

In cafe of neceflity, the Urtica Cannabinay 
or the hemp-nettle, might be fubftituted in 
the place of hemp. It is a native of fouth- 
eaftem Siberia, on the other fide of the Oby, 
and is chiefly found in the vallies, between 
rocky mountainf;, and on the banks of rivers. 
It comes out early in the fpring, and af- 
fords good fhoots, which are eaten by the 
natives as vegetables. It flowers in June or 
July J and in good foils fhoots from ten to 
fifteen feet high. In Siberia the feeds ripen 
in September, about the time of the firft 
froft. It is perennial, and multiplies by 
running. The cords made from this fpe- 
cies are ftronger even than thofe twifted 
from hemp. The Mongol Tartars ufe them 
for the cords to their bows, and for nets to 
catch animals in the woods. In fome parts 
of Germany the natives employ them for 
ropes. This plant is defcribed in Amman's 
Stirpium Rariorum in Imperio Rutheno Icones 
et Dejcripttonesy p. 173. N"* 249. plate 25. 
JJrtica Joliis profunde laciniatis ; alfo in Gmelin's 
Flora Siberica. It will be defcribed in the 
third volume of Pallas' Flora Ruflica, 

The 
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The common nettle, the urtica urens of 
Linnaeus* fupplies the natives of Kamtf- 
chatka*, and of the Kuril Iflps, with cords 
for their fifhing-nets. 

The inhabitants of Riga carry on alfo a 
confiderable commerce in fait* They import 
it from Spain, and fend it up the Duna to 
fupply the diftridts bordering on that river i 
and by land into Courland, and the neighbour- 
ing provinces of Poland. 

We paid our refpedts to General Browi}, 
the governor of Riga, and had the honour 
of dining with that gallant veteran, whg, 
. with a pleafing garrulity natural to old agq, 
related a variety of interefting adventurer 
that had befallen him in the courfe of a long 
and adlive life. He is a native of Ireland, 
and was born in the beginning of this cen-? 
tury. Being a Roman catholic, he was com-i 
pelled to feek his fortune in foreign courts, 
which he would willingly have dedicated to 
his own. He firft entered the Auftrian, and 
finally into the Ruffian fervice. He ferved 
under Count Munich againft the Turks, in 
the campaigns of 1737, and 1738, and dif- 
tinguiflied himfelf at the fiege of Otchakof. 

* See Cook's laft voyage, voj. iii. p. 339.— 'Pallas Nord. 
Beytr. vol. iv. p. 117, 

Vol. II. E e Being 
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Being fent with a corps of troops into Hun- 
gary, he was taken prifoner by the Turks> 
fold as a Have, and transferred to four dif- 
ferent mafters. At one time he was bound 
back to back with another prifoner for eight- 
and-forty hours, and expofed almoll naked 
at the various places where flaves are brought 
for fale. He had then borne the rank of 
colonel in the Ruffian fervice, but gave out, 
that he was only a captain, in order to leffen 
the price of his ranfom- Having been ac- 
cidentally met by a gentleman, to whom he 
was perfonally known, he fent information 
of his fituation to the French embalTador, 
who found means to purchafe him for 300 
ducats. But his Turkifh mafler difcovering 
that he was of higher rank than he had pre- 
tended, reclaimed his prifoner, and threatened 
to ufe force in order to recover him. The 
French embaffador, however, applied to the 
Grand Vizir^ who decided in his favour: 
Count Brown recovered his liberty, and re- 
turned to Ruffia, in which fervice he was 
gradually promoted, and has been lately ap- 
pointed governor of Riga, a place of the 
greatefl: trufi:. 

The bridge over the Duna, at Riga„ is a: 
floating wooden bridge, 40 feet in breadth^ 

smd 

V 
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and 2,600 in length, and is formed un the 
following manner : A row of piles is driven 
in, extending from one fliore to the other ; 
each pile is from 25 to 40 feet long, ac- 
cording to the depth of the river, and ap- 
pears about four feet above the level of the 
water. To thefe piles the feveral parts of 
the bridge are loofely faftened, by means of 
iron 'chains fixed to the tranfverfe beams. 
The bridge rifes and falls with the river ; 
and, when heavy-laden -carriages pafs over it, 
plays under the wheels as if actuated by a 
fpring. This bridge is the falhionable walk, 
and is an agreeable bufy fcene, when crowd- 
ed with people, and lined on each fide with 
fliips taking in or unloading their cargoes. 
In the beginning of winter, when the froft 
fets in, the bridge is taken to pieces, and re- 
moved J the piles remaining in the water, are 
forced up by the ice, and conveyed to land : 
the whole is again laid down, on the melting 
of the ice, in the fpring. 

The importance of the trade of Riga will 
appear from the following tables : 
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LIST of the Number of VelTels arrived 
at RIGA, 1782 and 1783. 





1782. 


1783* 


r)jinf(Tl mm m ^ 




1 A C 






Q 


JL lUHl 01* 1 CLCI iUUi^ll — 


43 


3^ 




94- 


\J\J 


JL/UiCil — «• — 


0 


I 22 


OWCUllll — — 




422 


Pruffian ^ 


XT'? 

^53 


123 


From Ollend « 






Portuguefe - . 


7 


/ 


American - - - 




T 
1 


From Bremen - 




34 


Dantzic 


5 


10 


Lubec 


29 


26 


Koitoc 


23 


3 


Hamburgh 


5 


5 


Pernau - - . 


4 


6 


From Riga - - 


30 


38 


Total - 


961 


1,254 



LIST 
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LIST of the Number of Veflels which ar- 
rived and failed from RIGA, in 1784; 
fpecifying thofe which wintered there. 

r'»' ' I ■ ■ ' II.. 





Wintered. 


Arrived. 


Departed. 


Danifh 





160 


160 


French 




10 


10 


From St. Peterfburgh 




32 


36 


Enghfh n 


3 




174 


portuguefe - 




4 


4 


Prullian 


2 


77 


77 


Swedifh 


4 


311 


3" 


Dutch 




170 


170 


From Oftend 


— 


33 


33 


Genoa - 


— 


I 


I 


Hamburgh - 


— 


12 


12 


Lubec - 


4 


27 


27 




T 
I 




24 


Dantzic 




«> 




Roftoc - - 




1 1 


II 


Pernau& Revel 




4 


4 


Riga - - 




30 


20 


Total - 


43 


1,085 


1,077 


E 


63 




.LUE 
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VALUE of the Cargoes of the VefTels 
which failed from RIGA, in 1784, 





Roubles, 


Copecs. 


For Denmark 


735>335 


78 




r ranee 


270,886 


Oo 




the Dominions or the 






Emperor 


51,209 


45 




Endand 
0 


1,288,284. 







Spain - - - 


388,843 


I 


• 


Portugal 


302,213 








64,775 


75 




Sweden 


1,182,907 


70 

/y 




Holland 


i'47o>32o 


93 




Italy - 


i35>097 


8 




Hamburgh & Bremen 


209,840 


7 




the Baltic 


292,707 


39 




Total of Exports - * 


6,392,422 


44 




Value of the Imports -|- 


1,422,717 


87 


12 


Excefs of Exports - 


4,969,704 


56 


I? 



• In Englilh money, if we ieflTmate a pound ftcrlin 
dt fix roubles, /. 1,065,403, omitting the fraaions. 
1 ;^'*37>"9' 828,284. 



COIN 
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COIN IMPORTED. 



Value in Roubles. 

Ducats 448,739 - - 1,207,741 10 
New rix-doUars 1,780,744? 2,368,389 85! 
Old rix-dollars i38,976i 1,182,058 



Sum total of Coin 
imported - - * 4,758,189 ygi 



CHAP 
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CHAP. IX. 

Mittau.— D«/(r/6y of Courland.— J/^cry.— 
Succejion.— Anecdotes of Erneft John Bi- 
ron. — Conjiitutm. — Feodal Dependance on 
Poland.— of the King of Poland. — 
Prerogatives of the Duke. — Diet. — Nobles. 
— Religion. — Language. — Memmel, — 
Journey to Koniglberg. — Sketch of the Hif 
tory o/'Pruffia. 

ON quitting Riga we crofl'ed the Duna, 
paired through a flat fandy country, 
thinly inhabited, to the Ruffian frontiers, 
about fixteen Englifh miles diftant from Riga, 
and entered the dutchy of Courland, Our 
baggage was mofl ftridtly examined by a Ruf- 
fian cuftom-houfe officer, who even opened 
our portfolios, and examined the fmalleft pieces 
of paper. This ftridt fearch is made for the 
purpofe of pieventing foreigners from carrying 
out of Ruffia the current coin ; an ufelefs 
precaution, it fhould feem, confidering the de-. 
bafed ftate of the coinage. 

Mittau, 
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Mittau, fixteen miles from the frontiers 
of Livonia, ftands in the midft of a very 
fertile and agreeable country ; is a long town, 
containing a mixture of brick houfes, ftuc- 
coed white, and wooden buildings. It con- 
. tains little remarkable but the palace and the 
academy. 

The palace, built by the late duke, is a 
great pile of buildings, containing a large 
and a handfome fuite of apartments, but al- 
moft totally without furniture. It is fo 
magnificent), and upon fo large a fcale, for 
fo little- a fovereignty, as almoft to juftify 
the witticifm of a traveller, who affirmed 
that the palace was larger than the duke- 
dom, eftimating the country not from its fize, 
but from its trivial confequence in the fcale of 
the north. 

The academy, inftituted by the prefent 
duke at a confiderable expence, contained, in 
May 1785, almoft as many profefTors as ftu- 
dents, there being eight profefTors, and only 
twenty ftudents. 

The dutchy of Courland and Semigallia 
is bounded on the north by the Baltic, on 
the eaft by Livonia, and by Poland on the 
fouth and weft. It ftretches in length 250 

Enghfli 
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£iiglilh jtiiiles, and its average breadth may 
be eilimated at aboul 40 miles. 

In the laft chapter I have akeady obferved, 
that Gothard Ketler, grand-mafter of the 
Livonian knights, in conlideration of ceding 
Livonia to Poland, was to be inverted with 
the dutchy of Courland and Semigallia. At 
Wilna, where this treaty was concluded, in 
1 56 1, Gothard Ketler, and the principal 
knights, quitting the habit and enfigns of the 
order, he received the inveftiture of his new 
dukedom as an hereditary fief to be held of 
the crown of Poland, ^nd did homage for the 
fame. 

Gothard dying in 1587, was fucceeded by 
Jiis fon Frederic ; and, in 1589, it was enabl- 
ed by the diet of Poland, that if this fief 
iliould be vacated by the extinction of the 
heirs male of the line of Ketler, Courland and 
Scnjigallia fhould be united to Poland, But 
tlie republic of Poland was not fufficiently 
powerful to enforce this edid when that event 
took place. 

Frederick William, duke of Courland, dy- 
ing, in 1711, without ilVue, the right of fuc- 
peffion devolved on his. great uncle Ferdi- 
pand, the only iurviving ^branch of the Ket- 
Jer lii'ie; but Peter the Great, who had over- 
ran 
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ran Courland with his army, took poffeflioa 
of Mittau and great part of Courland, under 
the pretence of fecuring the dowry for his 
niece Anne, widow of Frederic William* 
Ferdinand, who was abfent from Courland, 
and at variance with his nobiUty, was un- 
able to enforce his right j and Courland was^ 
during the fpace of feveral years, governed by 
the Ruffian court, under the name of the 
Dutchefs Anne, The country was in a ftate 
of civil confufion, and feveral ineffeftual at- 
tempts were made to raife, firft, a prince of 
the houfe of Saxony, and afterwards, Frederic 
William, Margrave of Schvedt, to the ducal 
throne- 

At length, in 1 726, the infirmities and 
abfence of Ferdinand giving a pretext, the 
oppofite party of nobles determined to ap- 
point a fucceffor ; and Auguftus the Second, 
king of Poland, fecretly influenced the diet 
of Courland to nominate his own natural fon 
Maurice, afterwards fo well known under the 
title of Marflial Saxe. This appointment was 
contefted by the republic of Poland, and by 
Catliarine emprefs of Ruffia. 

The Polifb diet, which aflembled at Grod- 
no, denied the right of the nobles of Cour- 
land to appoint a duke, declared that dutchy 

a ,vacant 
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a vacant fief belonging to the republic of 
Poland, annulled the eledlion of the Count 
of Saxe, and propofed, on the death of Fer- 
dinand, to incorporate the dutchies of Cour- 
land and Semigallia to the crown of Poland, 
according to the cdidt of the Polilh diet p;ifieci 
in 1589. 

Catharine, v^ho confidered Courland al- 
moft as a province of the Ruffian empire, 
and anxious to appoint a duke of her own 
nomination, equally oppofed the election of 
Maurice, and the incorporation of Courland 
to the crov^n of Poland j and prince Ment- 
chikof, who, on the death of Catharine, af- 
pired to the ducal throne, difpatched a corps 
of Ruffian troops to Mittau, and drove Mau- 
rice from Courland. The fall of Mentchi- 
kof prevented his nomination ; but the Ruf- 
fians, firft under Peter the Second, and after- 
wards under Anne, maintained their troops and 
influence in Courland, and promifed to fup- 
port the ftates in their right to eleft a fove-. 
reign on the deceafe of Ferdinand the reigning 
duke. 

The death of Auguftus the Second, in 
1733, annihilated the hopes of Maurice j and, 
on the death of Ferdinand, in 1737^ the em- 
prefs Anne forced the ftates of Courland to 

eled 
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eledt her favourite, Erneft John Biron, and 
fupported his eledlion in oppofition to the 
claims and remonftrances of Poland. 

At length, deputies from the emprefs and 
the new duke of Courland on one fide, and 
from the king and republic of Poland on 
the other, regulated the convention between 
the kingdom of Poland and the duke of 
Courland. This convention, called Pa6la 
Subje6liomsy or Adls of ValTalage, fettled the 
feodal rights of the king and republic of 
Poland, regulated the conftitution of Cour- 
land according to the former conventions or 
adts of vafTalage agreed to by the preceding 
dukes, and eftablifhed the fucceflion to the 
dutchy of Courland in the male line of Erneflj 
John Biron. 

In I739» the chancellor of Courland did 
homage in the name of the duke to Auguf- 
tus the Third, king of Poland. But, in 
1740, Biron being arrefted and imprifoned 
by order of the princefs Anne, regent of 
Ruflia, under her infant fon Ivan, the ftates 
of Courland declared the ducal throne va- 
cant, and eledled, at the recommendation of 
the regent Anne, Louis Erneft, prince of 
Brunfwick, and brother of her hufband An- 
thony Ulric J the fame perfon who was after- 
wards 
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wards governor to the ftadtholder of the United 
Provinces, and generaliffimo of the Dutch 
forces, until he was driven from Holland by 
the French, or, as they ftiled themfelves, the 
patriot party. 

The revolution of 1741, which dethroned 
Ivan, and placed Elizabeth on the throne of 
Ruflia, prevented the ratification of this 
eledion ; and from that period, till 1759, the 
adminillration was nominally vefted in the 
council of ftate ; but the whole power cen- 
tered in the court of Ruflia. 

In 1758, the nobles of Courland, dif- 
gufted with their rulers, declared the ducal 
throne vacant, and eledted Charles Chriftian, 
third fon of Auguflius the Third. Charles 
received, in 1759, the inveftiture of the two 
dutchies from the king of Poland, made his 
entry into Mittau the lame year, and repairing 
to Peterfburgh, obtained from the emprefs 
Elizabeth the reftitution of the ducal eftates 
and revenues wJiich had been fequcftered by 
Ruflia, and her renunciation of all ri^ht and 
title to thofe two dutchies. 

But the death of Elizabeth, in 1761, ren- 
dered this reftitution inefFeftual. Peter the 
Third recalled Biron from exile j and Catha- 
rine the Second had fcarcely afcended the 
2 throne. 
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throne, by the depofition of Peter, before fhe 
reftored Biron to his former dignity, 

I fhall clofe this hafty (ketch of the fuc- 
ceffion to the dutchy of Courland with fome 
biographical anecdotes of that celebrated per- 
fonage. 

Erneft John Biron * was defcended from 
z family of mean extradlion. His grand- 
father, whofe name was Buren, or Bieren^ 
was head groom to James the Third, duke 
of Courland, and obtained from his mafter 
the prefent of a fmall eftate in land. His 
fon accompanied prince Alexander, youngeft 
fon of the duke of Courland, in a campaign 
into Hungary againft the Turks, in quality 
of groom of his horfe, and with the rank of 
lieutenant* Prince Alexander being killed, 
before Buda, in 1686, Biron returned inta 
Courland, and was appointed maHer-huntfrnan 
to the duke, 

♦ For this account of Biron I have confulted Man- 
ftein's Memoirs, p. 42, 47, 62, 190, 263, 265, 268, 280 ; 
Letters from a Lady in Ruffia, Let. xxviii- xxix ; Schmidt's 
Materialien fuer den RulT. Gelh. p. 38,44, 281, 321; 
Motifs de la Difgrace d'Erncft Jean de Biron, Due de 
Courland, written by himfelf, in Bufching's Hift. Alagazln. 
vol. ix. p. 383, 398 ; Antworf auf die Vergehende Schrifr. 
von einem naechften Vcrwandten des Grafen von Munich^ 
ibid. p. 401,414; Gouvernement de TEmpirede Ruffie, b/> 
Marfhal Munich, paffinu 

Erneft 
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Erneft John, his fecond fon, was born in 
1687, received the early part of his educa* 
tion in Courland, and was fent to the univer- 
lity of Konigfbergh in Pruffia, where he con- 
tinued until fome youthful imprudences com- 
pelled him to retire. 

In 171 4, he made his appearance at St. 
Peterfburgh, and folicited the place of page 
to the princefs Charlotte, wife of the tza- 
rovitch Alexey } but being contemptuoufly 
rejeded as a perfon of mean extraction, re- 
tired to Mittau, and chanced to ingratiate 
himfelf with count Beftuchef, mafter of the 
hou/hold to Anne, widow of Frederic Wil- 
liam duke of Courland, who refided at Mit- 
tau. Having through his means obtained 
the office of gentleman of the chamber, and 
being of a handfome figure and polite ad- 
drefs, he foon gained the good- will of the 
dutchefs, and became her chief favourite. 
The firft ufe which he made of his favour, 
was to obtain the difgrace and removal of 
his benef\dor Beftuchef. He foon gained 
fuch an entire afcendency over the affecflions 
of his miftrefs, that his will became her's; 
and the upftart favourite offer.ded by his ar- 
rogance the whole body of the nobihty of 
Courland. 

I Having 
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Having efpoufed Mademoifelle de Tren- 
den, a lady of noble family, and maid of 
Jionour to the dutchefs, he endeavoured, by 
means of that alliance, and the favour of 
his miftrefs, to be admitted into the body 
of nobles i but his folicitations were reject- 
ed with great contempt. 

His alcendency over the dutchefs, his fpirit 
of intrigue, and his extreme arrogance, were 
fo notorious, that when Anne was declared 
fovereign of Ruffia, one of the articles pro- 
pofed to her by the council of ftate at Mof- 
cow, exprefsly ftipulated, that ihe fhould 
not bring Biron into Ruffia. She confented, 
but inftantly broke her word ; for fhe had 
fcarcely arrived at Mofcow, before he made 
his appearance at her courts 

By his fecret advice, the emprefs formed 
a flrong party among the Ruffian nobility, 
gained the guards, and brought about the 
revolution, which reftored to the crown de- 
fpotic authority. 

But when the whole plan was ripe for 
execution, Anne hefitated, and was alarmed, 
till Biron took her by the hand, and led her 
to the door of the apartment in which the 
council of ftatc, fenate, and principal nobi* 
Vol. II. F f lity 
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lity were affembled s and flie was declared 
ablblute fovereign. 

Witliin the fpace of a few months, Biron 
"was appointed gentleman of the bed-cham- 
ber, knight of the order of St. Andrew, and 
lord high chamberlain, and, as Manftein fays, 
was omnipotent in the government; for, 
during the whole reign of Anne, and fome 
weeks after her death, he ruled with de- 
fpotic fway the vaft empire of Ruflia. 

On the death of Ferdinand Ketler, in 1737, 
the emprefs difpatched general Bilmarck, 
governor of Riga, to Mittau, at the head 
of a confiderable army. The nobles having 
alTembled in the cathedral, Bifmarck fur- 
rounded the church with troops, and com- 
pelled them to ele£t for their fovereign the 
fame Biron whom they had refufed to admit 
into their corps. But his new dignity did 
not prevent him from keeping his poft of 
high chamberlain, and his wife that of firll 
lady of the bed-chamber. 

Biron governed Courland with the fame 
defpotic fpirit with which he governed Ruf- 
fia ; and the nobles, who had been accuf- 
tomcd to great freedom of debate in their 
diets, were fuddenly rcftrained. Thofe who 
7 ventured 
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ventured to oppofe his will, or to fpeak 
with their ufual freedom, were privately 
feized by perfons in maflcs, forced into ki- 
bitkas, and conveyed to Siberia 

Of a violent and fanguinary temper, Bi- 
ron ruledTTluflia with the knout in his hand, 
and compelled his imperial miftrefs, who 
was naturally of a mild and merciful difpo- 
fition, to order ails of the moft atrocious 
cruelty, though fhe oftentimes interceded, 
but in vain, with tears in her eyes, for the 
unhappy vidtims of his fufpicion and ven- 
geance- 

The cruelties exercifed upon the moft 
illuftrlous perfons of the country almoft 
exceed belief j and Manftein conjedlures^ 
that " during the ten years in which Biron's 
' power continued, above 20,000 perfons were 
" fent to Siberia, of whom fcarcely 5,000 were 
ever more heard of.'' 

The violence of his temper would break 
forth in ^ manner moft difrefpedlful to the 
emprefs. Once in particular, while the duke 
of Bevern had an audience, Biron burft into 
,the apartment without ceremony, threaten- 
ing, with the moft horrid imprecations, thaU 

♦ Manftein, p. 196, 

F f 2 he 
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he would no longer be vexed and tormented 
by her fervants, but would retire into Cour- 
land. Having uttered thefe words, he quit- 
ted the room, and fhut the door with great 
violence. The emprefs, in the higheft con- 
fternation, lifted up her hands to heaven^ 
then clafped them together^ and being al- 
moft ready to faint, flie opened the window 
for frefh air. While (he continued in this 
agitation, the dutchefs of Courland, accom- 
panied with her children, entered the room, 
kneeled down, and entreated the emprefs to 
forget and forgive the pallionate behaviour 
of her huiband. Anne in this, as in every 
Other inftance, relented, and bore with his 
infolence 

His influence over his imperial miftrefs 
was fuch, that during the fitting of the ca- 
binet council, flie ufed frequently to repair 
to an adjoining room, in which her favou- 
rite remained, to receive his advice, or ra- 
ther hu] orders. She . had no table of her 
own, but ufed to dine with his family. 

He knew only two languages, the Ger- 
man, and his native jargon fpoken in Cour- 
.land ; fo that he governed the extenfive em- 

* Bufchin^*s Wuchcntiliche Nachrichten, 1774, p. 316. 

pirc 
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pire of Ruffia without even underflar4ing 
its language- He even piqued himfclf on 
his ignorance of that tongue, having once 
faid in the prefence of the emprefs Anne, 
that he would not learn the Ruffian, be- 
caufe he could not bear to read before her 
majefty all the reports and memorials which 
were daily tranfmitted to him. 

Biron was undoubtedly a man of very 
great capacity j during his whole adminif- 
tration, the external fplendour of the Ruf- 
fian empire, and its internal tranquillity, 
announced the wifdom of his meafures ; and 
he (lie wed his judgment in employing fuch 
a ftatefman as Ofterman, and fuch a general 
as Munich. 

He was a fmcere friend and an implaca- 
ble enemy ; and it was juftly faid of him, 
that- he feldom forgot a benefit, and always 
remembered an injuiy. 

He amalled an enormous fortune in mo- 
ney and jewels ; and on public occafions his 
jnagnificence * far exceeded the magnificence 
of the emprefs. 

He 

* In his vifit of ceremony to the Marquis de la Che- 
tardie, the French embaflador, hz was preceded by the 
following proceflion : 

J. An officer of his court on horfeback. 

F f 3 2. Two 
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He had fo long direded the affairs of a 
great empire, that he could not brook re- 
tiring into Courland. He accordingly pre- 
vailed upon the emprefs, on her death-bed, 
to appoint her great nephew, prince Ivan, 
her fucceflbr, and himfelf regent, until the 
prince had attained the age of feven teen j 
and he managed this v^hole tranfadtion with 
fo much art, that he feemed only to accept 
the regency at the earneft requeft and re- 
commendation of Marfhal Munich, the 
Chancellor Ofterman, and the principal Ruf- 
fian nobility, as it were for the good of the 
empire, and not to fatisfy his own ambition. 

Having thus fecured the regency, to the 
exclufion of Anne, the mother of the young 
emperor, the firft act of his power in that 

% Two fervants on horfeback, 

3. Three carriages drawn by fix horfes, containing 

cavaliers. 

4. Twenty-four fervants on horfeback. 

5. Six running footmen, 

6. Two blacks. 

7. Thirty lacquics on foot. 

8. Twelve pages. 

9. Nine heyducs. 

JO. His inafter of the horfe. 

Laftly, The duke hrmfelf in a fplendid carriage drawn by 
fix horfes i behind, two fervants in Turkifli dreffes. 
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capacity, was to obtain for himfelf a clear 
revenue of 500,000 * roubles per annum, 
and the title of Imperial Highnefs. 

But the power which he had thus ac- 
quired by intrigue, he attempted to fecure 
by repeated ads of arrogance, perfecution, 
and cruelty. Piquets were placed in the 
ftreets to prevent commotions. The nu- 
merous fpies which he entertiined brought 
him vague accounts of contemptuous ex- 
preflions and ill-formed plots. Such num- 
bers were arrefled, that fcarcely a day paflec^ 
in which perfons fufpeded were not impri- 
foned and tortured in order to force con- 
feffion. But inftead of difaraiing the envy 
and jealoufy of the natives, who were dif- 
afFeded at being governed by a foreigner, 
he increaled his own unpopularity by the 
haughtinefs of his demeanour, and treated 
even the parents of his fovereign with the 
moft extreme brutality. 

It was natural that prince Anthony Ul- 
fic and the princefs Anne, the father and 
mother of the infant emperor, fhould be 
' difaffeded at being fet afide, and a foreigner 

• 100,000, accordia^ to the value of a rouble of 
that period. 

F f 4 preferred 
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preferred to the regency ; and Anthony UU 
ric, who was a prince of great fpirit, even 
exprelTed his difapprobation in the ftrongeft 
terms to the regent himfelf. 

The duke of Courland, fufpedting that 
the princ? was forming cabals againft his 
government, called on him early one morn- 
ing unexpectedly, and without being an- 
nounced; ''Your highnefs," he faid, ''does 
not deal fairly with me ; for you promifed 
'' to inform me if any difafteded perfons ca- 
balled againft me, and you now know what 
" intrigues are carrying on againft me," ^' I 
" know not,*' replied the prince, *' that any 
thing is now in agitation which will be de- 
*' trimental to the emperor and the coun- 
'* t^\^" *' I will take care," returned Biron, 
'* to place this empire in fuch a fituation, 
'' as no other pcrfon is capable of doing ; for 
" I am neither deficient in knowledge or in 
*' power," *' The nobles muft aiTift you," 
faid the prince, and you muft all be ac- 
countable to the emperor." " Am I not 
regent," replied Biron, *' with abfolute au- 
thority ? Such alfertions, fir, may occafioii 
great commotions ; and your highnefs muft 
know, that whenever fadions. arife, the em- 
peror and the country are in danger ; and 

" wha^ 
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what muft be the inevitable confequence, if 
you and I Ihould be at variance?" '* A 
maflacre !" returned the prince with great 
warmth, and putting at the fame time his 
hand upon his fword. 

After much altercation, the prince ac- 
cufed Biron of having forged the teftament 
and lignature of the emprelsj and the duke 
quitted the apartment with thefe words: 
^' This affair, lir, is of fuch importance, 
" that it muft be laid before the principal no- 
bility of the realm." Repairing inftantly to 
his palace, he fummoned the cabinet coun- 
cil, the fenate, and the principal nobility, 
and acquainted them with the converfation 
which had palTcd between him and the 
prince. But when ^he imperial minifter. 
Count Keyferling, who was prefent, endea- 
voured to juftify the prince, he called the 
^ prince a liar, who had mifreprefented the 
converfation ; and turning to Keyferling, 
faid, " We want liere no advocates, and no 
" lawyer's quirks and walking up and down 
the apartment in great agitation, exclaimed, 
" Am I a poifoner ! or do I contend for the 
" throne and the fcepter !" 

The princefs Anne, who had been in- 
formed of the mifunderitanding, now ar- 
riving. 
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riving, he turned to her, and explained with 
great bitternefs what had already pafled. 
Anne was exceedingly afl^dted, and appeared 
to blame her hufband's condudl. At length, 
the prince himfelf being fummoned, was 
prevailed upon to attend, and loon after- 
wards made his appearance. Being repri- 
manded by Biron, and by feveral who were 
prefent, in the grofleft terms, his highnels 
at kngth fubmitted to demand pardon, the 
tears ftarting from his eyes from this neceflary 
i>ut degrading conccflion; and the affair wa» 
hurtled up. 

Soon afterwards, the regent fent a mef- 
fage by Marflial Munich, ordering the prince 
to refign his military employments, and not 
to ftir out of his chamber. But this ftate 
cxf things could not laft long. The regent, 
at variance with the parents of the emperor, 
fulpicious of plots forming againft him, and 
detcftcd by the nation in general, became 
agitated and uneafy, felt the precarioufnefs 
of his prefent fituatron, paid his court with 
great aOiduity to the princefs Elizabeth, and 
feems even to have formed the defign of 
marrying her to the prince, his eldeft fon, 
and of raifing her, or her nephew the duke 
of Ilollkin, to the throne of Riillia- He 

was 
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was imprudent enough to declare publicly, 
that if the princefs Anne was refradtory, he 
would fend her and her I^ufband into Ger- 
many, and place the duke ^f Holftein on the 
throne. 

While he was fludtuating concerning his 
future condudl, and laying plans to remove 
thofe who gave him umbrage, his own ruin 
came from a powerful quarter which he did 
not exped:, and was not prepared to refill. 
Marfhal Munich, fecretly difpleafed with 
the regent at not being appointed generalif- 
fimo of the Ruffian forces, fomented the 
difcontents, awakened the fufpicions of the 
princefs Anne, and prevailed upon her to 
permit him to arreft the duke of Courland. 
His offer being accepted, he fucceeded ia 
fecuring the perfon of the regent, and ar- 
refted him on the i8th of December, only 
twenty days after he had been appointed 
to the regency. Lieutenant-colonel Man- 
ftein, who was employed by Munich on 
that memorable occafion, and who has re- 
lated the tranfadion in his Authentic Me- 
moirs, penetrated, at the head of only twenty 
men, into the palace inhabited by the duke 
of Courland, though guarded by forty fol* 
diers, who were placed under the v/indows 

of 
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of the regent's bed-chamber, and by nu- 
merous centinels pofted in the feveral apart- 
ments through which he was to pafs- Be- 
ing perlbnally known to the centinels, they 
permitted him to pafs, thinking that he had 
nn affair of confequence to communicate to 
the regent. Having burft open the door of 
his bed-chamber, he approached the bed, in 
which the duke and dutchefs were fo faft 
afleep, that the noife did not awaken them. 
On drawing the curtains, both ftarted up in 
furprife, and the duke inftantly got out of 
bed with an intention to efcape, but was 
prevented by Manftein, who threw himfelf 
upon him, and held him faft till the foldiers 
came to his affiftance. In this interval the 
duke had dilengaged himfelf from Manikin, 
and endeavouring to burll from the foldiers 
who had laid hold of his arm, received feveral 
blows from the but-ends of their mulkets. 
Being at length thrown down on the floor, 
his mouth gagged with a handkerchief, and his 
hands tied behind him with an officer's falh, 
he was led to the guard-room, where being 
covered with a foldier's cloak, he was con- 
veyed in a carriage to the winter palace, in 
which the princefs Anne refided. While he 
was leading nwnv, the dutchefs fprang out of 

bed, 
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bed, and' though only in her fhift, ran after 
him, fcreaming, in an agony of defpair, into 
the ftreet, till being forced away by the folJiers, 
£he dropped down upon the fnow, and would 
have perifhed with cold, if the captain of 
the guard had not fent for fome clothes to 
cover her, and re-condu6led her to her apart- 
ment. 

The next day the duke and his family 
were conveyed to the fortrefs of Schlufiel- 
burgh ; and in June were removed to Pelim, 
a fmall town in Siberia, where he was im- 
prifoned in a wooden houfe under the ftrid- 
cft confinement. Fortunately he did not 
Jong occupy this dreary prifon. The em- 
prefs Elizabeth had no fooner afcended the 
throne, by the depofition of Ivan, than fhe 
recalled Biron from his imprifonment ; and 
if his misfor times had not fcftened his vin- 
didive fpirit, he enjoyed the pleafure of feeing 
his enemy, Marflial Munich, occupy that 
prifon which he had juft quitted- 

Biron was transferred to Yaroflaf, where 
he had a comfortable manfion affigned to 
him and his family, five roubles a day, and 
the permifiion of hunting within twenty or 
thirty miles of Yaroflaf. In this fituation, 
wretched when contrafted with his former 

dignified 
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dignified ftation as the omnipotent favourite 
of Anne, or as regent of Ruffia, but a para- 
dife when compared with his prifon at Pelim, 
he pafTed his days during the whole reign of 
Elizabeth. 

On the demife of Elizabeth, Peter the 
Third recalled Biron to Peterfburgh, but did 
not reinftate him in the dutchy of Cour- 
land, Biron had refafed, during his con- 
finement, to refign his right to that dutchy, 
although he was offered his liberty, and a 
penfion of 100,000 roubles per annum ; nor 
could he be prevailed upon by Peter the 
Third to abdicate in favour of the duke of 
Holftein; nobly adding, that nothing fhould 
induce him to do fuch an injury to his family : 
but that he would prefer even a fecond im- 
prifonment. 

Catharine, foon after the revolution which 
placed her on the throne of Peter the Great, 
took compaffion on his misfortunes, and re- 
ftored him to his former dignity. 

Biron repaired to Mittau in 1763, twenty- 
eight years after he had been eleded duke 
of Courland, and for the firfl: time fmce he 
had been raifed to that dignity. Prince 
Charles of Saxony, although fupported by a 
large party in Courland, yet receiving no affift- 

ance 
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^nce from his father Auguftus the Third, was 
compelled to retire before the Ruffian forces ; 
and Biron received the oaths of allegiance and 
fidelity from the whole nation- 

In 1764, he obtained from the king and 
republic of Poland the inveftiture of Courland 
for his eldeft fon Peter, the prefent duke 5 in 
1769, abdicated in his favour; and, in 1772, 
clofed at Mittau, in the eighty- third year of his 
age, a life of almoft unparelleled viciflitude. 

The conftitution * of Courland is of fa 
complicated a nature, and the rights of Po- 
land, of the duke, and of the diet, fo inter- 
woven, that in >order to form a diftind: and 
accurate relation, it will be neceffary to fepa- 
rate and explain them with fome degree of 
minutenefs. 

From the hiftorical Iketch of the fuccef- 
fion to the ducal throne of Courland, it will 
appear that Courland is a male-fief, depen- 
dent on and conferred by the crown of Po- 
land. 

The territorial fiiperiority of Poland is 
fettled by the PaBa SubjeBioiiis^ or ads of 
vaflalage, ratified by the king of Poland and 

* For the hiftory and conftitution of Courland, fee 
Lsenngnich, Juf. Publ, Reg. Poloni. lib. I. c. x. fee. v. 
to vii. and Ziegennorn's Staats Recht der Hertzog- 
thuemer Courland and Ssmegallen. 

duke 
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duke of Courland, when the duke receives his 
invefliture. 

This territorial right confifts principally in 
the following articles : The king inverts each 
duke with the dutchies of Courland and Se- 
migallia as fiefs of Poland; and receives his 
homage as from a vaflal to his liege lord. 

If Poland is engaged in war^ the duke is 
bound to furniOi 200 horfe, or 500 infan- 
try; and the nobles are likewife bound to 
fupply, as their quota, 200 horfe, or 30,000 
dollars in the firft year of the war, provided 
no Polifh or enemy's troops are quartered in 
Courland, and 10,000 dollars in each of the 
fucceeding years* 

The money of Courlaiid is to bear on one 
fide, the head of the king, or the arms of Po- 
land and Lithuania ; it mufi: alio be ftruck 
upon the fame ftandard as the coin of Poland. 
The Polifh money muft pafs current in Cour- 
land, and the Courlandifli in Poland. 

The king fettles all difputes between the 
duke and his fubjetts, receives remonrtrances 
againft any infringement of privileges from 
the diet of Courland againll: the duke, and can 
order the redrefs of grievances. 

The diet of Poland muft finally ratify all 
laws which tend to alter or riew-model the 
conftitution of Courland, and which have been 

paiTed 
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pafled by the duke and diet of Courland, to 
be referred to the king and repubhc of Po- 
land. The Poh(h diet alfo confirms the crea- 
tion of nobles, and the indigenat rechty or right 
of naturalization, recommended by the duke 
and diet of Courland- It is alfo the fupreme 
court of judicature, to which any noble may 
appeal from the decifion of the courts of juf- 
tice in Courland. In all civil caufes above 
the value of 500 Polifh florins, and in all 
criminal cafes fpecified in the ftatutes of 
Courland, the final decifion is left to the king 
and republic of Poland. The king in return 
binds himfelf to fupport the conftitution of 
Courland, the duke in all his prerogatives, 
and the nobles and burghers in all their pri^ 
vileges. 

The duke and diet of Courland enjoy the 
fupreme authority in all other circumftances, 
not contradidtory to their feodal dependance on 
Poland, or which are not mentioned in the 
ads of fubjeftion. 

The duke is inverted with the executive 
power, and the general adminiftration of af- 
lairs. Pie has a negative in all the proceed- 
ings of the diet, confers the principal charges, 
both civil and military, enjoys the right of 
pardoning criminals, judges in particular cafes 

Vol. IL G g without 
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without appeal, in all civil caufes hdow 500 
Poliih florins j and in delinquencies and crimes 
not fpecificd in the ftatute law of Courland. 

The duke, ftridly fpeaking, has the right 
to declare war, make peace, or contra6l alli- 
ances ; but although fome inftances of his 
exercifing thefe prerogatives have occurred in 
the hirtory of Courland, yet he ufually confults 
his diet on thefe occafions. His revenues are 
very ample, and are derived from the ducal 
dcmefnes, which are fuppofed to contain one- 
third of the dutchy, from tolls and cuftoms, 
mane rial and feudal rights, fines, and confifca- 
tions of goods, amounting to not lefs than 
/\ 160,000 per annum, which almoft entirely 
belongs to his own privy purfe, as the ex- 
penccs of his court are trifling, and he is not 
permitted, by the laws of his country, to keep 
on foot more than 500 troops. 

The prerogatives of the duke are circum- 
fcribed by his vaffalage to Poland already men- 
tioned, by the diet of Courland, and the pri- 
vileges of the nobles. 

Diets are ordinary or extraordinary ; and both 
are convoked by the duke, either at his owa 
fuggeftion, or at the requefl of the nobles. 

Extraordinary diets are fummoned as occa- 
iion requires. Ordinary diets are convoked every 

two 
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two years, about fix weeks previous to the 
meeting of the Polifh diet. With the cir- 
cular letters expedited to the different pariflies 
for the eledlion of the deputies, the duke alfo 
fends the propofitions called Deliberations, 
which are to be laid before the diet, and muft, 
at the fame time, tranfmit any grievances, 
which are complained of by the body of nobles, 
for the confideration of that alTembly. 

The deputies muft be noble, and are eledl- 
ed by the nobles in their refpedtive parifhes* 
The number of deputies returned is uncertain, 
becaufe fometimes one parifh choofes one or 
two deputies, and not unufually three parifhes 
join in appointing only one, but may be efti- 
mated at not more than twenty-feven, the 
number of parifhes. 

The diet.aflembles generally at Mittau, and 
immediately choofes, by a majority of votes, 
.a marfhal or prelident. The deputies then, 
with the marfhal at their head, repair to the 
palace, are received by the duke in ftate, kifs 
his hand, and are entertained at dinner. 

The diet, conjointly with the duke, impofes 
taxes, and palTes all laws and regulations which 
do not infringe on the feodal rights of Poland, 
or alter the conftitution of the country ; as all 
fuch propofitions, after having been approved • 

G g 2 by 



452 TRAVELS INTO COURLAND. B. 4, 

by the duke and diet, muft be tranfmitted 
to the Polilli diet for its approbation or re- 
jection. 

In all grievances, the diet firft fubmits them 
to the duke ; and if he confiders them as nu- 
gatory, and refufes to redrefs them, the depu- 
ties enjoy the privilege of laying their remon- 
ftrances before the diet of Poland, as the fu- 
preme court of legiflature. 

All queflions are carried or reje6led by the 
majority 3 and each deputy rnufl vote accord- 
ing to the inftrudions he has received from 
his conftituents : but in all inftances wherein 
the conftituents have not fully inftrudted their 
deputy, his vote is null, and the fentiments of 
the majority prevail. 

From this abfurd method of giving pre- 
vious inftrudions, and the attempts of the de- 
puties to elude them, many inftances occur in 
the hillory of Courland, in which the minority 
have prevailed over the majority : this cuftom 
has alfo given rife to feveral attempts which, 
not without fuccefs, have been made for a 
fingle deputy to allume to himfelf the right of 
the Hbcrum 'veto * in Poland, though under 
another name, and to be the means of dif- 
folving the diet from his fole oppolition. 

• See Book I. ch. v. 

At 
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At the dilTolution of the diet, the depu- 
ties are bound to acquaint their conftituents 
in perfon with the tranfadions of that af-- 
fembly, a circumftance which neceflarily gives 
rife to factions, and has not unfrequently occa- 
fioned civil commotions. 

Many of the privileges of the nobles are 
enormous, and inconfiftent with every prin- 
ciple of found policy. A noble cannot be 
arrefted, by order of the duke, for the mofl 
flagrant adt, except within twenty-four hours 
after the commilfion of the crime ; if he 
efcapes during that time, he cannot be ar- 
refted without an order from the king and 
republic of Poland i he cannot be impri- 
foned till he is found guilty ; and cannot be 
executed, but by the permiflion of the king 
and republic of Poland. 

The higheft and moft important officers 
of ftate muft be drawn from their body. 

Nobles are exempted from the payment 
of all taxes and impofts whatfoever, being 
only bound, according to the feodal tenure, 
in time of war to furnifti their quota of 
cavalry J and all goods and merchandife im- 
ported or exported for their ufe pay no duty. 

Their power over their peafants is, if pof- 
iible, more unbounded than that which the 

G g 3 Polifli 
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Polilh gentry poffefs over their's. They enjoy 
the criminal jurifdidion without appeal; and 
though certain forms and limits are prefcribed 
by the laws, yet, in efFedt, no fuch limitation 
takes place. In judging delinquencies and 
crimes, a noble can form a fummary court of 
juftice, compofed of himfelf, three or four 
friends, and an attorney; and, after fuch a 
mock-trial, may order the delinquent to imme- 
diate execution, or to corporal punilhment. 

By the conftitution of Courland, the duke 
is alTifted in the adminiftration of affairs by 
a privy council, called the Supreme Coun- 
cil, compofed of four high counfellors, and 
two civilians or dodlors, all appointed by the 
duke, but holding their places for life, unlefs 
proved to be guilty of malverfation, and remo- 
ved by the king of Poland. The four high 
counfellors are, the high lleward, the chancel- 
lor, the burgrave, and the marllial. 

The province of this council is to advife 
the duke in all concerns of ftate, to take 
care that the rights and privileges of the 
fubjeil are not infringed, and to make remon- 
ftrances againft any grievances. 

The four high counfellors form alfo, in 
conjundion with the duke, the criminal 
court of judicature for the nobles, to which 

an 
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an appeal lies from the inferior courts of 
juftice ; and which judges, without farther 
appeal, all crimes excepting premeditated mur« 
der, wilful burning of houfes, robbery, rapes, 
or open violence, which, as being capital, are 
referred to the king of Poland. 

The fame four high counfellors are invefled 
with the regency, whether In the minority, 
abfence, or ficknefs of the duke, or on a va- 
cancy of the ducal throne. In thefe cafes, the 
two civilians, who are confidered as the duke's 
counfellors, are excluded, to the great detri- 
ment of the country, as they are ufually the 
moft enlightened counfellors, and not being 
nobles, are more inclined to encourage the arts 
and fciences, manufactures and commerce, and 
are particularly attentive, that the privileges of 
the lower orders (hould be preferved. 

The enormous privileges of the nobles 
have been the occafion of fomenting the trou- 
bles, and exciting the civil commotions, which 
have overwhelmed Courland for this laft cen- 
tury. Its internal hiftory is little elfe than a 
continued feries of difputes between the duke 
and the nobles i the boafted freedom of the 
country is a fpirit of fadion under the name of 
liberty, which, as in Poland, means an arifto- 

G g 4 cratical 
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cratical licentioufnels, oppreffing others, but 
free itfelf to commit all kinds of enormities. 

In all countries, wherever the fpirit of feu- 
dal anarchy and feudal defpotifoi (the word 
fpecics of tyranny) prevails, the peafants are 
oppreffed, and agriculture is in a declining 
flate; the merchants are defpifed, and com- 
merce languifhes ; men of learning are negledl- 
ed, and letters are uncultivated ; the nobles 
and gentry alone enjoy the right of being 
land-holders, and center in themfelves the 
whole powers and emoluments of government. 
Daily, however, this odious flavery lofes 
ground the age becomes more enlightened ; 
the citizen, the merchant, the manufidurert 
and the peafant, gain efteem and confequence ; 
and the time perhaps is not diftant, when they 
will burfl: the lhackles, which prevent them 
from enjoying the common rights of man. 

If the prefent duke lliould die without 
iffuc, the right of appointing the duke, ac- 
cording to the rules of fuccclTion lately 
eftablilhed, would be vefted in the diet of 
Courland, to be approved of by the king 
and republic of Poland. But as Courland 
is too fmall a ftate to a6t independently of 
the great neighbouring kingdoms, the no- 
mination 
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mination of the new duke would entirely 
depend on the will of that power which has 
moft preponderance in the north, and confe- 
quently moft influence in Poland- 

When Poland was the great preponderating 
power, Courland was fubfervient to that re- 
public ; when Sweden, under Guftavus Adol- 
phus, and his immediate fucceflbrs, rofe fupe- 
rior to Poland, Courland was over-ran by the 
Swedes, and its fovereign led into captivity 
When the fortune of the houfe of Vafa 
declined, and Ruffia gained the afcendancy, 
Courland became almoft a province of Ruffia ; 
its dukes were elected and depofcd, its councils 
directed by the influence of the court of Peterf- 
burgh, and its dependence on Poland was a 
mere formality. But as Ruffia has lately lofl: 
her influence in Poland, the duke of Courland 
has emancipated himfelf from his abfolute de- 
pendence on the court of Peterfburgh. But 
whether this emancipation is temporary or 
permanent muil: depend on the fate of the 
prefent war, and the iffue of the pending 
negotiations. 

The prevailing religion of Courland is the 

* James duke of Courland, taken prifoner in 1458, by 
Charles X, king of Sweden. 

Lutheran, 
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Lutheran, but all other religions are tolerated j 
and by the ads of fubjedlion, the Roman 
catholics particularly are capable of holding 
all military and civil offices, that of the 
chancellor and a few others excepted. 

The language of the natives in Courland 
is a dialed of the Livonian or Lettifh, the 
fame language w^hich is fpoken, w^ith a lit- 
tle variation, by the natives in Livonia and 
Efthonia, and is probably derived from the 
Finnilh. The nobles, and gentry, being de- 
Icended from German fettlers, fpeak Ger- 
man ; and that tongue is always ufed in the 
debates of the diet. 

From Mittau we traverfed the dutchy 
of Courland, a country fwelling into gentle 
hills, and fertile in corn, hemp, and flax. 
The inhabitants export thofe commodities 
from the port of Libau on the Baltic, the only 
commercial town of Courland ; and import in 
return, coffee, tea, wines, cloth, lalt, and other 
foreign merchandize, which fupply the interior 
confumption. The country is moftly open ; 
but in fome parts clothed with forefts of 
pine and fir, dotted with occafional groves, 
of fine oak, and fpqnkled with much un- 
derwood. The villages are neat, the fcat- 
tered cottages and gentlemen's feats prettily 

fituated 
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fituated amid clumps of trees, and the inns 
provided with beds, a great luxury to travel- 
lers juft come from Ruffia. The roads arc 
extremely indifferent, and in this feafon of 
the year fcarcely paflable. 

We quitted Courland, near Polangen, a 
fmall town of Poland, and, crofling over a 
narrow flip of Poland, entered Pruffia, and 
foon reached Memmel, an ill-built town with 
narrow dirty ftreets, but remarkable for its 
extenfive commerce. 

Memmel is provided with the fineft har- 
bour in the Baltic, In 1784, 996 (hips, 
amongft which were 500 Englifli, arrived 
here. The imports are chiefly fait, iron, and 
faked herrings ; the exports, which greatly 
exceed the imports, are amber, corn, hemp, 
flax, and particularly timber. An Englifh 
conful refides here. The trade is daily increa- 
flng, on account of the high duties which 
the court of Ruflia has laid on the imports of 
Riga. 

Memmel is fituated on the northern ex- 
tremity of the Curifche Hqfy an inlet of the 
fea about feventy miles in length, which is 
here joined to the Baltic by a narrow fl:rait. 
Having ferried over the Haf, we purfued 
our route along a fpit of land, or a narrow 

peninfula 
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peninfula enclofed between the Curifche Haf 
and the Baltic. This fpit of land is a fandy 
beach, about eighty miles long, and fcarcely 
three broad, and almoll folely inhabited by 
fidiermen, who build their huts on the other 
fide of the fandy eminence which forms the 
beach ; and we fcarcely faw a fingle houfe 
from the time we quitted Memmel, till we 
came to a finall village encircled with a few 
corn-fields and flubbed pines, about forty-four 
miles from Memmel, where we breakfafled 
the next morning. 

During our route, one wheel of our car- 
riage ran ciofc to the edge of the water ; and 
as the weather was mild and the fea calm the 
waves did not pafs their bounds, and force us 
to drive along the deep and floping fand-hills 
which bound the fliorc. 

As the rate at which we travelled fcarcely 
exceeded two miles and an half in the hour, 
we amufed ourfeives during the greatefl part 
of the day with walking on the beach, and 
picking up the pieces of amber, which are 
thrown afliore by the waves of the fea in fuch 
large quantities as in fome parts to feem like 
heaps cf fmall fhells. 

After creeping near forty hours, we at length 
reached the fouthern termination of the fpit 

of 
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of fand, and paffed through a country agree- 
ably diverfified with hill and dale, and appear- 
ing flill more agreeable from the contrafl: of 
the barren and defolate fand which we had 
juft quitted. We reached Konigfberg at mid- 
night, after having employed fifty hours in 
traverfmg 20 German or 90 Englifh miles. 

Pruflia, of which Konigfberg is the capital, 
is formed into two great divifions, Eaftern and 
Weftern PrufTia, both of which were united 
in the fourteenth century, fubjecfl to the Teu- 
tonic knights, and governed by a grand mafler 
of that order. During that and the following 
century, many difputes arofe between the 
Teutonic knights and Poland concerning the 
boundaries of Poland and Pruflia : and the 
grand mafler was conftrained to do homage 
to the King of Poland for the poffefTion of 
PrufTia. 

At length Albert, a prince of the eledoral 
houfe of Brandenburgh, being choien grand 
mafter of PrufTia in 151 2, compromifed the 
matter in difpute with Poland, by ceding to 
that crown Weflern Pruflia, and referving to 
himfelf Eaftern Pruflia, to be held as a ducal 
fief, defcendible to his heirs male, and in 
failure of iflue male, to revert to the crown of 
Poland. In confequence of this agreement, 

Albert 
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Albert received, in 1525, the inveftiture of 
Eaftern Pruflia from Sigifmond, king of Po- 
land ; and at his death tranfmitted it quietly^ 
to his fbn Albert Frederic. 

Albert Frederic being infane, his Pruffian 
dominions were governed by his coufin George 
Frederic, and afterwards by John Sigifmond, 
eledlor of Brandenburgh, who had efpoufed 
Anne, eldeft daughter of the duke of Pruffia. 

In 1 6 II , John Sigifmond obtained from 
Sigifmond the Third, king of Poland, the in- 
veftiture of ducal Pruflia, as a vaflal to the 
crown of Poland ; and, on the de^th of his 
father-in-law, in 161 8, fucceeded, without 
oppofltion, to that dutchy j thus annexing to 
his elc6loral dominions this valuable coun- 
try. 

In 1658, Frederic William, defervedly fur- 
named the Great Eleftor, obtained from John 
Cafimir, and the republic of Poland, the abo- 
lition of his vafTalage for Eaftern Pruflia, and 
the crecftion of that dutchy into an independent 
foverei2:ntv. 

His foil Frederic raifcd that dutchy into a 
kingdom, and, in 1701, was crowned king 
of PrufTia at Koniglberg; and the late king, 
Frederic the Second, wrelled from Poland, by 
the treaty of partition, Polifli or Weftern 

PrulTia, 
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Pruflia, and re-united the whole country under 
one fovereignty. 

Koniglberg, the capital of the kingdom of 
Pruflia, is about five miles in circumference : 
and, including the garrifon of 7,000 men^ 
contains 6o>ooo inhabitants. It ftands on the 
Pregel, a navigable river which flows from 
the north-wefliern provinces of Poland, and 
here falls into the eafl:ern extremity of the 
Frifche Hafy an inlet of the Baltic. No fhips 
drawing more than feven feet water can pafs 
the bar, and come up to the town ; fo that the 
large vefltls anchor at Pillau, a fmall town on 
the Baltic, which is the port of Koniglberg j 
and the merchandize is fent in fmaller veflels 
to this place. 

The trade of Konigfl:)erg is not inconfider- 
able, as will appear from the table of the ex- 
ports and imports for 1784, inferted in the 
Appendix. 

Konigfl3erg contains an univerflty, founded 
by Albert of Brandenburgh. According to 
the original endowment there were forty pro- 
feflfors J but their number is now reduced to 
fixteen. Each profeflx)r receives a falary of 
about ^. 50 per annum, which may be in- 
creafed by private ledtures. In 1775, the uni- 
verflty contained 800 fl:udents, of whom 200 
8 are 
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are lodged and boarded at the expencte of the 
crown. There are three public hbraries in 
the town, the Royal or Univerfity Library, the 
Town Library, and the Wallenrodt Library, 
fo called, becaufe it was given by Martien von 
Wallenrodt, in 1650. 

In the laft-mentioned colledlion I was fliewn 
the original fafe-condudt granted to Luther by 
Charles the Fifth, and figned by that empe- 
ror's own hand. Trusting to this fafe-con- 
dufi, Luther appeared at the diet of Worms, 
notwithftanding the remonftrances of his friends, 
who reminded him of the fate of John Hufs 
on a fimilar occafion. But Luther, with that 
undaunted fpirit which accompanied all his 
adions, filcnced his friends by declaring, that 
he was lawfally called to appear in that city ; 
and " thither will I go," he added, though as 
" many devils as there are tiles on the houfe* 
" were combined againft me/' 

As he could not be prevailed upon, either 
by threats or intreatics, to retradt his opinions, 
fome of the Romirti clergy, with that fcanda- 
lous fophiftry which deemed that faith ought 
not to be kept with heretics, propofed to imi- 
tate the example of the Council of Conftance, 
and to condemn Luther to the flames. But 
as the merabcrs of the diet ftartled with hor- 
ror 
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ror at another violation of the public faith, and 
as Charles peremptorily refufed to flain his 
adminiftration by fuch an ignominious adion, 
Luther was permitted to retire in fafety *, and 
completed the reformation, which was intro- 
duced into thefe parts by Albert of Branden- 
burgh, the firft duke of Pruflia. 

♦ Robertfon's Charles V. vol. ii. p. 123. 
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CHAP. X. 

Of Catharine I. — Her origin and early adven- 
" tures. — Married to a Swedifli dragoon. — 
Captured by the Ruffians. — Becomes the 
mijlrejsy. conjorty and fuccejjor of Peter the 
Great. — Death of that monarch without ap- 
pointing his fuccejfor. — Hijiory of Catharine'/ 
elevation to the throne. — Her death and cha^ 
raBer. 

MANY authors have exprelTed great 
furprize at the contradittory reports 
relative to the origin of £b extraordinary a 
perfonage as Catharine I. But when we 
eonfider the lownefe of her extra(ftion, the 
variety of uncommon adventures which befel" 
her during the early period of her life, her 
equivocal fituation with general Bauer and. 
prince Mentchikof, before her connexion witli 
Peter the Great ; and that (he did not excite 
the public curiofity until {he became the fa-> 
vourite of that emperor, when fhe and her 
friends could prevent, as much as poffible^ 
all inquiries into her former fituation; I am 
fo far from being furprized we know fo little,. 

that 
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that I rather wonder we are acquainted with 
fo many particulars concerning her birth and 
early adventures. To expe^!l: that the hiftory 
of a perfon of low extradion, who gradually 
rofe to tlie moft exalted ftation, fliould con-^ 
tain no uncertain and difcordant accounts, iS 
to exped impoffibilities. AH that remains^ 
therefore, is, without prejudice or partiality, 
to examine and compare the various hiftories 
of Catharine I. and to colled from the whole 
the moft rational and probable narrative. 
Catharine was the natural daughter * of a 

country 

* I fliall here fay a few words concerning the authors 
from whom I have principally extra6ted this account of 
Catharine I. The firft and moft authentic of thefe is 
Weber. 

1. Weber was the Hanoverian refident at Peterfburgh 
during part of the reign of Peter I. and toolc extraordinary 
pains to obtain the beft infortnation relative to the origin of 
Catharine. He learnt the Ruffian language of Wurmb, 
who had been tutor to Gluclc's children at the time when 
Catharine was in that minifter*s houfe at Marienburgh, and 
who was at Petcrfourgh in 17 14: from him, therefore, he 
was able to obtain the moft authentic intellisience. Can 
we wifh for more accurate information ? Weber may pof- 
fibly have been miftaken in a few trifling incidents, but his 
narrative upon the whole is to be depended upon. See Ve- 
randertes Rufslandj Vol. IH. p. 7—10. 

2. La Motraye, in his Travels, has given a fhort ac^ 
count of Catharine's family, &c. Among other intelli- 

.H h 2 gence, 
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country girl ; and was born at Ringen, a fmall 

village 

gence, he collected much information from a Livonian 
girl, who had been fold by the Ruffians to the Turks, and 
whom he bought in Turkey of the Janizaries : this girl 
knew Catharine at Marienburgh, and told him feveral 
particulars relating to her, which were afterwards confirm- 
ed to him in Livonia. The account of La Motraye cor- 
refponds with that of Weber in the principal events, differ- 
ing only in a few trifling points. 

3. Bruce has alfo given an account of the origin of. 
Catharine in his Memoirs lately publilhed, which he re- 
lates as he heard it told by thofe who knew her from her 
infancy. His narrative correfponds, upon the whole, with 
that of Weber in all effential circumftances. In the courfe 
of this inquiry I fliall point out one or two immaterial in- 
ftances wherein they differ. 

Thefe three perfons are the principal authors who were 
in Ruflia towards the beginning of this century, and who 
colle£led information upon the fpot : we may therefore 
rely upon them with more fafcty than upon later authors \ 
and they all agree in confirming the lownefs of her birth 
and her marriage with the Swedifh dragoon. 

Voltaire, in his Life of Peter L has flightly pafTcd over 
the early adventures of Catharine : he mentions nothing of 
her birth, her marriage with the Swedifh foldier ; as cir- 
cumftances derogatory from the honour of the mother of 
the emprefs Elizabeth, by whofe dcfire he wrote the Life 
of Peter the Great. But, willing to ennoble the family of 
Catharine L he records a ftrange Itory, which has all the air 
of romance, concerning a brother of Catharine, named 
Scavronfki, who was found to be the fon of a gentleman of 
Lithuania, Voltaire cites for his authority *'le manu- 

" fcrit 
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village upon the Lake Virtcherve, near Dcrpt, 

in 

fcrit curleux d'un homme qui etait alors au fervice du 
czar, & qui parle comme temoin but without men- 
tioning his name. 

From Voltaire many fucceeding authors have advanced 
that Catharine was of the family of Scavronfki ; and it is 
certain that the emprefs Elizabeth acknowledged that 
family as her relations, and -conferred feveral honours upon 
its members. 

This anecdote concerning Scavronfki^is pofitively con- 
tradifted by a paflage in BalFevitz, who aflifted Mentchikof 
in raifing Catharine to the throne, and who muft have 
known if any brother of Catharine had been at Peterfburgh 
during the life of Peter. He aflerts, that Catharine did 
not produce any of her relations during Peter's life: 
that after his death a perfon made his appearance at Pe- 
terfburgh as her brother, under the name of count Hendri- 
kof ; that he lived in obfcurity during the reigns of Peter II. 
and Anne ; and that Elizabeth made his fon a chamber- 
lain. Bufching, IX. p. 295. 

Weber alfo upon this head relates, " that a near relation 
" of Catharine came to Peterfburgh with his family, con- 
fiflin^r of three fons and two dau2;hters. He was called 
count Ikavofonfki [certainly the fame as Scavronfki ] ; 
" the eldefl daughter, Sophia, was taken by the emprefs 
to be her maid of honour ; the other children were edu-* 
cated by their father. The arrival of the/e Jirmrgers 
gave rife to many reports concerning the origin of Ca- 
" tharine ; that her father, whofe name was faid to be 
" John Rabe, was a quarter-mafter in a Svvedifh regiment; 
" that her mother was the daughter of a town-fecretary 
^ of Riga, and was delivered in 1682 of Catharine. The 

H h 3 " widow, 
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in Livonia. The year of her birth is un- 
certain ; 

wiJow, after her hufband's death, went to her relations 
" at Riga; but dying foon afterwards, Gluck took the 
" foundling into his family. Thefe reports, which began 
to circulate, occafioned a public decree, forbidding all 
perfons, upon pain of deadi, from uttering difrefpec^ul 
exprcflions againft the iate emperor, or the reigning cm- 
^' prcfs and her family," Ver. Ruff. Vol. III. p 76. 

We may inJec-d talce it for granted, that if Catharine's 
family had been nobly dcfccnJed, the fecrct would have 
been difcovered during the life of Peter, and have been 
favourably received by that emperor, who was prevented 
by the oljcuriiy cf her birth from carrying her with him to 
Paris, not willing to expofc her to any Infult : " II ne vouloit 
pas Tcxpofcr, dit-on, aux rebuts qu'il craignait pour elle, 
uii Vohfcurite de fa nai(fance^ de la delicateffe Francaife.'* 
Baflevitz in Buf. Mag. IX. p. 316. 

An Auftrian envoy, who was at Peterfburgh in 1725^ 
ajid wrote an account to his court of her acceffion to the 
tlirone, fays, that fhe was a natural daughter of a Livo- 
nian nobleman, whofc name was Alvendhel; that her 
" mother afterwards married a rich pcafant, by whom 
fhe had a fon and a daughter ; that the former was put 
" to death by Peter, for openly declaring himfelf to be the 
brother of Catharine ; and that the fifter received for fome 
time a pcnfion of 300 roubles from the emprefs, but 
was afterwards confined in a houfe of correction durine 
« the reign of Peter I. by Catharine's dcfirc." He adds, 
that Catharine was brought up in Gluck's houfe ; that 
fhe became the miftrcfs of Tiefenhoufen, a captain of 
a Swedilh troop, by whom flie had a fon ; that he after- 
*^ wards gave her in marriage to a dragoon of his troop, 
^> with whom fhe lived three years, i^ntil (he was takea 

prifoncr 
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certain ; but, according to her own acv 

count, 

prifoner at Narva by the Ruffians/' But this minifter, 
who is well informed in what relates to the latter part of 
Catharine's life, and the means by which Ihe afcended the 
throne, feems to have retailed many idle reports about her 
family and early hiftory. Bufch. Hift. Mag. XI. p. 48. 

Before I clofe this note I mufl: necefTarily mention the 
opinion of Bufching, who, during his refidence at Peterf- 
burgh, colleded much authentic information in refpedt to 
the various parts of the Ruffian hiftory: amongft other 
articles, he has given anecdotes of Catharine 1. which ht 
opens by faying, All the accounts H'hich writers have 
" hitherto given, or rather conjedtured, of the birth and fa^ 

mily of Catharine 1. are falfe." Ibid. III. p. 190. 
He fays that her family was from Lithuania, and her 
father's name Samuel ; that her brother was count Charles 
Scavroniki ; that her fifter Chriftina was married to count 
Simon Hendrikof, and the other, whofe name was Anne, 
to Michael Yefimofki- He confirms her marriage with' 
the Swedifti dragoon, but places the fccne at Frauftadt in 
Poland, and not at Marienburgh. He informs us, that he 
obtained this informatioji from an old lady whofe name he 
conceals, who died lately at Petcrfburgh, and who knew 
Catharine from her firft appearance in Ruffia, and was 
greatly in that emprefs's favour. He adds alfo an account 
of an officer who brought Catharine's fifter Anne fiom 
Lithuania to Pcterft)urgh. With great deference, how- 
ever, to fo refpe£lable an authority, we cannot, merely upon 
this hearfay evidence, fet alide the teftimonies of Weber, 
La Motraye, and Bruce : this ftory feems, in effe<ft, the 
fame flying veport as that in Voltaire ; and the lady who 
gave the intelligence to Bufching might have been willing 
to ratify the current report in Elizabeth's time, in honour 

H h 4 of 



472 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. E. 4. 

count (he came into the world on the 5th of 
April, 1689. Her original name was Martha, 
v/hich fhe changed for Catharine when fhe 
embraced the Greek religion. Count Rofen, 
a lieutenant-colonel in the Swedifh fervice, 
who owned the village of Ringen, fupported, 
according to the cuftom of the country, both 
the mother and the child j and was, for 
that reafon, fuppofed by many perfons to 
have been her father. She loft her mother 
when flie was but three years old ; and, as 
count Rofcn died about the fame time, flie 
was left in fo destitute a fituation, that the 
parifh clerk of the village received her into 
his houfe. Soon afterwards Gluck, Lutheran 

of her friend and patronefs Catharine I, It appears, how^ 
ever, as well from this intelligence as from the information 
of Weber and Baflcvitz, that fome real or pretended relations 
of Catharine I. made their appearance at Peterfburgh durr 
ing her reign j that they were acknowledged and promoted 
by her, and afterwards by Elizabeth, not unwilling, perhaps, 
to believe, without inquiry, her mother's family to have 
been nobly defccnded. 

Schmidt, in his Materialien, &c. has collefted \n one 
point of view great part of the intelligence which relates tp 
Catharine I. , and to him I am greatly obliged for abridging 
jhe trouble nccefTary in fuch a complicated inquiry. 

* Bafl'evitz in Bufching, IX. p. 375. Some fay fhe 
Vras born fo early as 1683. Bufching, IX. p. 481, 
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minifter of Marienburgh, happening, in a 
journey through thofe parts, to fee the found- 
Hng, took her under his protedlion ; brought 
her up in his family ; and employed her in 
attending his children. In 1701, and about 
the fourteenth year of her age fhe efpoufed 
a dragoon of the Swedifh garrifon of Marien- 
burgh "f-. Many different accounts are given 
of this tranfadion : one author X of great 
credit affirms that the bride and bridegroom 
remained together eight days after their mar- 
riage J another §, of no lefs authority, alTerts, 
on the contrary, that, the morning of the 
nuptials her huiband being fent with a de- 
tachment for Riga, the marriage was never 
confummated. Thus much is certain, that 
the dragoon was abfent when Marienburgh 
furrendered to the Ruffians j and Catharine, 

* Weber fays in her i8th year; but if, according to 
her own account, (be was born in 1689, (he was onlj 
thirteen, 

f Wurmb alTured Weber, that during her refidence at 
Marienburgh fhe was a pattern of virtue and good be- 
haviour ; which contradicts the report, that flie had been a 
common woman in Livonia. 

t Weber. 

§ Bruce, p. 74, 

who 
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who was referved for a higher fortune, never 
faw him more *. 

General Bauer -f-, upon the taking of Ma- 
rienburgh, faw Catharine among the prifon- 

ers J 

• What became of her huftand is unknown. 

Weber favs that Catharine, for feme time after flic 
lited with prince Mentchikof, ufed to inquire about her 
hufband, and that (he fent him occafionally, though pri- 
vately, fmall prefents; and that, in 1705, he was killed in 
a fkirmiffi. 

Gordon fays, that on the day of his marriage he was 
killed in an encounter ; for from that lime he was never 
heard of Vol. II. p. 255, 

Motraye, who made many inquiries about him, con- 
cludes by laying, he could be aflured of nothing from the 
common report of the country concerning the fate of tliis 
new-married man, it being fo varioufly related. 

f Weber relates, that marihal Sheremetof was the ge- 
neral who firft brought Catliarine into Ruffia. I (hould 
certainly have fubmitted to his authority, if Bruce had not 
alTerted that general Bauer was the perfon. 

Bruce begins his narrative by faying, As general 

Bauer was the perfon by whofe means the emprefs 
" Catharine arrived afterwards to fo great an height 
and Bruce's authority muft be preferred in this inftancc, 
becnufe he probably obtained his information from his uncle 
general Bruce, who was intimately acquainted with general 
Bauer, and could not be miftaken in this 

Perhaps this contradiction may be reconciled by confi- 
dcring, that although marihal Sheremetof commanded the 
Ruflian army in Livonia, yet, as general Bauer was the 

next 
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ers ; and, being fmitten with her youth and 
beauty, took her to his houfe, where (he fu- 
perintended his domeftic affairs, and was fup- 
pofed to be his miftrefs. Soon afterwards llie 
was removed into the family of prince Ment- 
chikof, who was no lefs ftruck with the at- 
tradions of the fair captive : with him flie 
lived until 1704, when, in the feventeenth 
year of her age, fhe became the miftrefs * of 
Peter the Great, and won fo much upon his 

next in command, he might either have headed the party 
which entered Marienburgh, or have taken the fair prifoner 
under his protection. Perfons have doubted whether (he 
were really the miftrefs of general Bauer : but when Bruce 
fays general Bauer " gave immediate orders for her fafety 
" and reception into his houfe,. of which he gave her the 
whole charge, with authority over all his fervants, by 
whom fhe was very much beloved from her manner of 
*^ ufmg them ; the general afterwards often faid, his houfe 
was never fo well managed as when fhe was with him,'* 
p, 75 — we can have no doubt of the fa6l, as otherwife a 
general would hardly place a girl under fixtecn at the head 
of his houfehold. 

* Weber writes, that the emperor firft faw 'her as fhe 
was carrying fome difhes through the hall : the Auflrian 
minifter fays fhe was laundrefs to prince Mentchikof ; that 
at the clofe of an entertainment at the prince's, when the 
emperor and company were intoxicated, fhe was recom- 
mended to Peter, &c. Bufching, XL p. 482. 

§ afFedions, 
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affedtions, that he efpoufed * her on the 29th 
of May, 1 711. The ceremony was fecretly 
performed at Jawerof in Poland, in the pre- 
fence of general Bruce ; and on the 20th of 
February, 17 12, it was publicly folemnized 
with great pomp at Peteriburgh* 

Catharine, by the moft unwearied affiduity 
and unremitted attention, by the foftnefs and 
complacency of her difpofition, but above 
all by an extraordinary livdinefs and gaiety 
of temper, acquired a wonderful afcendency 
over the mind of Peter. The latter was fub- 
je6t to occafional horrors, which at times ren- 
dered him gloomy and fufpicious ; and raifed 

* Gordon fays that flie had fevcral children by the czar 
before he efpoufed her, particularly the princefs Anne. 
The czar, he adds, was married to her in 17 10. Life of 
Peter, Vol. II. p. 258. 

Weber only relates, that the marriage, which was be- 
fore kept fecret, was made public in 1711. Voltaire places 
the fecret marriage in 1707. 

The following pafFage, however, in Brace's Memoirs, 
is abfolutcly dccifive : 

" On the 17th (May, 171 1) we arrived at Warfaw, and 
" at Javvcrof on the 29th, where we found the czar 
" and czarina, and they were privately married, at which 
** ceremony the general was prcjent ; and upon this occafion 
" he was made mafter-general of the ordnance, in the room 
" of the prince of Melita, who died a prifoner in Sweden,'* 

p. 

his 
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\ns paffions to fuch an height, as to produce 
a temporary madnefs. In thefe dreadful mo- 
ments Catharine was the only perfon who 
could venture to approach him : fuch was the 
kind of fafcinatipn * flie had acquired over 
his fenfes, that her prefence had an inftanta- 
neous effed j and the firft found of her voice 
compofed his mind and calmed his agonies. 
From thefe circumllances fhe feemed necelTary-, 
not only to his comfort, but even to his very 
exiftence: fhe became his infeparable com- 
panion on his journeys into foreign countries, 
and even in all his military expeditions. 

The peace of Pruth, by which the Ruffian 
army was refcued from certain deftrudlion, 
has been wholly attributed to Catharine, 
though fhe was little more than an inftru- 
ment in procuring the confent of Peter. 
The latter, in his campaign of 171 1 againfl 
the Turks, having imprudently led his troops 
into a difadvantageous fituation, formed the 
defperate.refolution of cutting his way through 
- the Turkifh army in the night. With this 
refolution he retired to his tent in an agony of 
defpair ; and gave pofitive orders that no one 

* " EUe avait un afcendant fur fes fens, qui tenait 
" prefque du prodige." Baflevitz in Bufch. IX. p. 294. 
See alfo note, Vol. II. p. 157 of this work. 

fliould 
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(hould be admitted, under pain of death. In 
this important jundiure, the principal officers, 
and the vice-chancellor Shaffirof ^, affembied 
in the prefence of Catharine ; and drew up 
certain preliminaries in order to obtain a truce 
from the grand vizier. In confequence of 
this determination plenipotentiaries were im- 
mediately difpatched, without the knowledge 
of Peter, to the grand vizier ; and a peace 
obtained upon more reaibnable conditions than 
could have been expedted. With thefe con- 
ditions Catharine, notwithilanding, the orders 
iffned by Peter, entered his tent, and pre- 
vailed upon him to fign them. Although 
the honour of this peace, fays Gordon, was 
wholly attributed to Catharine j yet, as he 

* Motraye attributes the principal fuccefs of the nego- 
tiation with the grand vizier to the vice-chancellor Shaffi- 
rof : " It was folely to his ability, and not to any pretended 
" prefents of the czarina, that the czar owed his deliverance 
*^ at Pruth. I was well informed by the Pacha, with 
whom I was then, and by other Turks, even enemies to 
" the vizier, of what parted there, and of the prefents which 
were there made. All that the czarina did was to carry 
to the czar, when he wras retired to his tent, and would 
" fee none but her, the counfels and methods which that 
great minifter fuggefted, in order to a treaty, and to in- 
duce him to agree to them, and to give him a full power 
of acting.'' Motraye's Travels, Vol. III. p. 151, note. 
See alfo p. 103. 

juftly 
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juftly remarks, the generals, together with 
the vice-chancellor Shaffirof, were the main 
fprings that direded this machine. Catharine, 
however, by her condudt on this occafion, ac- 
quired great popularity ; and the emperor par- 
ticularly fpecifies her behaviour at Pruth, as 
one of the reafons which induced him to crown 
her publicly at Mofcow v;ith his own hand^ 
This ceremony * was performed in 1724 ; 
and, although defigned by Peter only as a 
proof of his affection, was the principal caufe 
of her fubfequent elevation. 

Some authors have affirmed that Peter 
placed the crown upon her head as a prelude 
to his future intention in her favour, and 
even abfolutely appointed her his fucceflbr : 
but their affertions are without the leaft foun- 
dation ; for no traces were ever difcovered 
that he had made fuch a difpofition, either by 
will or otherwife. Nothing indeed affords a 
ftronger proof of the contrary, than the very 
manifefto of Catharine's acceffion, in which 
Ihe refts her right folely upon her coronation 
at Molcow, and upon the refolutions of the 

♦ The reader will find a very circumftantlal account of 
the coronation, with all th? ceremonies and entertainments, 
in Bruce, who was himfclf prefent. Bruce's Memoirs, 
p. 35110363. 

fenate. 
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fenate, the clergy, and the body of the gene- 
rals From thefe confiderations, let us in- 
quire by what extraordinary means a woman . 

* " Be it known to all and every one by thefe prefents, 
" that it hath pleafed Almighty God to take, after a violent 

ficknefs of twelve days, from this world, the moft ferene 

and moft powerful prince Peter the Great, emperor, and 
" abfolute fovereign of all the Ruffias, father of his coun- 

try, and our moft gracious lord, in order to raife him to 

eternal glory. 

The order of fucccjfion to the throne of Ruffia being regu^ 
lated by his imperial majrjfy of mojl glorious memory^ in his 
decree^ dated the S^h of February y 1722, which was pub-- 
lijhed to the whole nation^ and confrrtied by the oaths of all 
the flates affcmhled together \ namely^ that he or Jhe^ luhom 
// Jhould pleafe his imperial majejiy to appoint^ Jhould fucceed 
to the throne : and accordingly he was pleafed thaty in the 
year 1724, his dear confort^ our mofl gracious emprcfsy Ca^ 
" tharine Alexiefna^ Jhould receive^ as Jhe did effe£lually re^ 
ceivcy the crown and the facred inauguration^ hy rcajon of 
the numberlefs great and important fervices which Jhe per^ 
formed for the advantage of the Rujfian empire ; as was 
fufficiently and amply declared in the manifeflo^ dated the 
\$th of November^ IJ^S- 

" For which reafons the fenate or council of regency, 
^ and the facred fynod, in conjunction with the body of 
" generals have unanimoufly ordained, and do notify by 

the prefent printed edift, that all, as well ccclefiaftical as 
« military and civil, of all ranks and conditions, be fubjecl: 

and faithful to the moft ferene and moft powerful em- 
" prefs Catharine Alexiefna, abfolute- fovereign of all the 
« Ruffias.'' See Dumonr, Corps Diplom. Vol. VIII. 
P. 11. p. 104. 

of 
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of her low birth could fiicceed in fetting aiide 
the grandfon of Peter the Great, who was 
the lineal heir of the Ruffian empire ; and 
afcend the throne, to which fhe could have no 
preteafions but by the exprefs appointment of 
Peter- Her influence continued undiminiilied - 
until a fliort time before the death of that 
emperor ; when fome circumftances happened 
which occalioned fuch a coolnefs between 
them, as would probably have ended in a 
total rupture, if his death had not fortunately 
intervened. The original caufe of this mif- 
underftanding arofe from the difcovery of a 
fecret connection between Catharine and her . 
firft chamberlain, whofe name was Mons, 
The emperor, who v/as fufpicious of this 
connection, quitted Peterfburgh under pre- 
tence of removing to a villa for a few days ; 
but privately returned to his winter palace in 
the capital. From thence he occafionally fent 
one of his confidential pages with a compli- 
mentary mefTage to the emprefs, as if he had 
been in the country, and with fecret orders to 
o.bferve her motions. From the page's in- 
formation, the emperor, on the third night, 
furprifed Catharine in an arbour of the garden 
with her favourite Mons ; while his fifter, 
Madame Balke, v/ho was firft lady of the 
Vol. IL I i bed^ 
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bed-chamber to the emprefs, was irt com- 
pany with a page, upon the watch without 
the arbour. 

Peter whofe violent temper was inflamed 
by this difcovery, ftruck Catharine with his 
cane, as well as the page who endeavoured 
to prevent him from entering the arbour; 
and then retired without uttering a fmgle 
word either to Mons or his fifter. A few 
days after this tranfadion thefe perfons were 
taken into cuftody ; and Mons was carried to 
the winter palace, where no one had admiflion 
to him but Peter, who himfelf brought him 
his provifions. A report was at the fame 
time circulated, that they were imprifoned 
for having received bribes, and making their 
influence over the emprefs fubfervient to their 
own mercenary views. Mons being examined, 

* BafTevitz and Voltaire relate this tranfa<5lion in a dif- 
ferent manner, but neither of them would reprefent any 
circuraftancc tending in the leaft to criminate Catharine. 
The Auftrian envoy, from whom the above relation is 
chiefly cxtraftcd, fays that he received information of the 
whole affair from the page fent by Peter, whofe name was 
Drcvenich. Bufch. Hift. I\4ag. XI. p. 49- 

Bafl'cvitz himfelf mentions the anecdote of his driving 
her under the gallows : which fcems to imply, that Peter 
certainly thought Catharine guilty of an intrigue with 
Mons. 

by 
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by Peter, in the prefcnce of major-general 
Ufchakof, and threatened with the torture, 
confelTed the corruption which was laid to 
his charge. He was beheaded ; his fifter 
received five ftrokes of the knoot, and was 
banilhed into Siberia ; two of her fons, who 
were chamberlains, were alfo degraded, and 
fent as common foldiers among the Ruffian 
troops in Perfia. On the day fubfequent 
to the execution of the fentence, Peter con- 
veyed Catharine in an open carriage under 
the gallows, to which was nailed the head 
of Mons : the emprefs, v/ithout changing 
colour at this dreadful fight, exclaimed, 
" What a pity it is, that there is fo much 
" corruption among courtiers * !" 

This event happened in the latter end of 
the year 1724: and as it was foon followed 
by Peter's death ; and as Catharine, upon 
her acceffion, recalled Madame Balke ; (he was 
fufpeded of fhortening the days of her huf- 
band by poifon. But notwithfianding the 
very critical fituation of Catharine at the 
time of his deceafe> and her fubfequent eleva- 
tion, this charge is totally deftitute of the 
leafl: lliadow of proof ; for the nature of the 



* Baffevitz in Bufch. Hlft. Mag. IX. p. 372. 

1 i 2 ^iforder 
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diforder with which Peter had been long 
afflidted, and the pecuHar fymptoms * of his 
laft illnefsy fufficiently account for his death, 
without the neceflity of recurring to poifon. 

Peter having, in the year 1724, decreed that 
the reigning fovereign fhould have the power 
of appointing his fuccelTor, ought, in com- 

* " Peter," fays the Auftrian envoy, " had formerly 
" contracfled from one of his miftrelles a complaint, which 
on account of his excefies was never completely eradi- 
" cated; and upon his drinking, at the ridiculous eledlion 
of the mock patriarch f, an enormous quantity of wine, 
beer, mcaJ, and brandy, it incrcafed to Yuch a degree as 
" to become incurable \ but as there appeared no external 
fymptoms of the complaint, the phyficians conceived the 
" diforder to be the Hone, and treated it accordingly. By 
thefe means the virus at length gradually gained fuch an 
" height as to form aii abfcefs in the bladder, which, in his 
laft ilJnefs, brought on a ftrangury, that foon ended in his 
death. Upon his death-bed he gricvoufly repented of 
his fms, confcfl'cd that he had fhcd much innocent blood, 
" expreflcd the grcatcft concern for his behaviour to his 
" unfortunate fon ; adding, however, that he hoped God 
« would forgive his fms, in confideration of the good he 
<* had conferred on his country." Bufch. Hift. Mag. XL 
p. 496. 

Gordon fays, ^'he caught cold, which, with a violent 
ftrangury aiid retention of urine, occafioned by an im - 
porthume in his bladder, put an end to his life on the 
aSlh of January, 1725.** 

t See an account of thib m Bi ucc's Mcinoirs. 
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mon prudence, to have provided one In cafe of 
his fudden death but he w^as feized with his 
laft illnels before he had performed that ne- 
celTary duty. The diforder with which he 
was attacked was a ftrangury, which at firft 
did not carry with it any alarming fymptoms 
of immediate danger ; but fuddenly increaling 
to a violent degree, occafioned fuch excru- 
ciating tortures, as, in a fliort time, totally 
deprived him of his fenfes. In a lucid in- 
terval he demanded pen and paper, and en- 
deavoured to write ; but could only trace cha- 
racters that were not legible. He then called 
for his daughter Anne ; but before /he ar- 
rived his fpeech and his underftanding en- 
tirely forfook him and in this ftate he re- 
mained for fix and thirty hours before he ex-- 
pired 

It is evident from this account, drawn from 
the moft unqueflionable authorities, that he 
did not appoint his heir: and though fome 
perfons have concluded that he purpofed en- 
tailing the crown upon his grandfon Peter 11. ; 
yet it is moll: probable that he had dellined 
his eldeft daughter Anne to be his fucceflbr ^ 

* BafTevitz in Bufching IX. p. 373. alfo Weber Va> 
JlulT. vol. I J. p. 199. 

I i 3 but 
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but was prevented by the fuddenneft of his 
death from carrying that defign into execu- 
tion But, without dwelling upon queftions 

which 

♦ I have already given my reafons for adopting this opi- 
nion. See p. 331 in the note. 

Monfieur Le Clerc, in his Hiftoire, Phyfique, Morale, 
Civile, et Politique de la Rullie Alodeme, afferts, that 
Peter I. abfolutely appointed Peter XL his fucceflbr. As 
the w^hole paflage relative to this hitherto unknown anecdote 
is extremely curious, I (hall here infert it, and accompany 
it with a few obfervations. 

" Lorfque ce prince (Pierre I,) vit arriver I'inftant de 
" fa mort, il fit un dernier cnort pour fe lever de fon lit, 

et pour ecrire I'ordre qui excluoit du Trone Catharine L 
" et qui y pla^oit Pierre II. fils de Pinfortune Alexis. On 
« verra dans la fuite de cet ouvrage, les raifons qui deter-- 

minirent Pierre I. a cxclure Catharine qui lui avoit ete fi 
" chcrc. Nous nous bornons ici a dire que Pordre etoit 
" ecrit lorfqu'il tpmba en foibleffe, et qu'il mcurut quel- 
" ques heures apres, 

" Pierre I. mourut entrc les bras du prince Menzikof, 
" dcs comtes dc Roumentzof et Tolftoe, et dc deux majors 
M dc gardes— a-Picd nommcs Mammonof. Avant d'an- 

nonccr la mort de Pcmpcreur, leur premier foin fut de 

lire fcs dernieres volontcs, et d'opiner fur I'ufagc qu'ils 

en devoient faire, 

Le prince Tolftoc porta la parole aux autres, et dit: 
J^es intentions de Pierre nous font connues ; mais pre- 
^ nons garde a ce que nous allons faire. Pierre II. nous 
doit hair, il nous halt ; fi nous le pla^ons fur Ic Trone^ 
nous ferons les premieres Vidlimes qu'il immolera a 1^ 
yt;ngeance dc fpn pere, 

J M Tolftof^ 



C. 10. CATHARINE I. 487 

which are foreign to the prefent hiftory, let 
us haften to the eledtion of Catharine. 

While 

" Tolftoe ctoit naturellement eloquent et perfuafif; et 
dans cette conjuncture, Teloqucnce etoit jointe a la ve- 
rite. On fut d'avis de deroger aux intentions de I'empe- 
reur defunt, et de fapprimer Tordre d'exclufion. Alors 
" les majors de gardes annoncerent la mort Pierre I. le 
regne de Catharine, et les gardes la proclamerent en 
criant Oura, felon I'ufage du pays. Cette anecdote 
fecrette eft exade dans tous fes points." Hift. Mod. de 
RulTie, p. 443. 

I will frankly own that I muft fufpend my judgment 
with refpe£l to the truth of this fecret anecdote, exadl in all 
its circumftances, until the ingenious author (hall conde- 
fcend to cite his authority. P^or as it pofitively contradidls 
the relation of Baflevitz, who had fo great a fliare in raifing 
Catharine to the throne ; of count Munic, who was fo 
well verfed in the political intrigues of the Ruffian court ; 
and of the Auftrian envoy, who was prefent at Peterfburgh 
during the acceflion of Catharine ; it would require ftronger 
evidence in favour of its authenticity tha:n the mere affir- 
mation .of an hiftorian, however ingenious, even if it did 
not contain many circumftances which feem to be falfe. 

Can Peter be faid to have excluded Catharine from the 
throne by the appointment of Peter 11. even fuppofmg that 
appointment to have formally taken place ? Exclufion im- 
plies right ; and what right had Catharine but from the no- 
mination of Peter ? and it does not appear that he had ever 
formed the moft diftant views of making that nomina- ' 
tion. 

The fpeech Of Tolftoe is improbable in itfelf, and con- 
tradided by the moft pofitive teftimony. It is improbable : 

1 i 4 bvCaufc 
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While Peter was yet lying in the agonies of 
death, feveral oppofite parties were caballing 

to 

bccaufe though we imagine that Tolftoe, who was a crea- 
ture of Mentchikof, might have hinted to that prince a 
fuggeftion to deftroy any written appointment of the fuc- 
cefibr, yet we cannot fuppofe that he would openly make 
that propofal before count Romantzof and the two majors, 
without having firft founded them, and endeavoured to gain 
them over to his purpofe. 

It is contradis^ed by the moft pofitive teftimony, becaufe 
it appears from Baflevitz, that, during the feveral hours in 
which Peter lay in a ftate of infcnfibilit)-, and before he ex- 
pired, Mentchikof had taken all the ncccfiary precautions 
for the acceifion of Catharine. 

With refpecl to the order sf the exclnfion and the appotnU 
ment of Peter 11. fuppofed to be written by Peter himfelf 
in the midlt of his lall illnefs, it is moft probable that fuch 
an order was never written : for the dernier effort pour fe 
le-'er fon lit^ &c. is the fame circumftance alluded to by 
BuiVevitz, from whom it appears that Peter only traced il- 
lepibl-: characters: and this ftate of the cafe is confirmed 
by the Hanoverian envoy, Weber, \vho had no connedlion 
eitK -r with Mentchikof or BafTevitz : Schricb auch etlichp 
worte, abtr fo unlcferlich, kc. he wrote a feiu words^ but 
Jo iilegihly^ that no one could rnakc out their meafiing. Veran. 

^uir. vol. 11. p. 199. 

The Auftrian envoy alfo fays, that, " da er dann etwas 

autschrciben woUenj aber vor Schwachheit nicht gekonnt : 
f ^ hfi wns dpfirqus of ^vriting fomething^ hut could not through 

weahrfsr Buf. Hift. Mag. XI. p. 496. 

BafTevitz averts, that Peter expired -in the arm? of 
Cf4tl)ariaey 

L'Empereuf* 
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to difpofe of the crown. At a confiderable 
meeting of many among the principal nobi- 
lity, it was fecretly determined to arreft Ca- 
tharine, at the moment of his diffolution, and 
to place Peter Alexievitch upon the throne 
Baflevitz, apprized of this refolution, repaired 
in perfon to the emprefs, although it was 
already night. My grief and confternation/' 
replied Catharine, render me incapable of 
adling for myfelf : do you and prince Meat- 
" chikof confult together, and I will embrace 
the meafures which you fliall approve in 
my name/' BalTevitz, finding Mentchikof 
afleep, awakened and informed him of the 
prefling danger which threatened the emprefs 
and her party. As no time remained for 

" L'Empereur expira entre Ics bras de fon epoufc.*' 
Buf. Hift. IX. p. 375. 

This is alfo confirmed by Weber, " Endlich in der 

Nacht," &c. " At laft this great monarch expired 

without making any will, while the emprefs threw her- 
" felf upon her knees, and cried out, " God open thy 
" paradife, and take this great foul unto thyfelf." Ver. 
Ruff. Yol. II. p. 199. 

Thefe are the reafons which induce me to doubt v/hether 
this fecret anecdote of Monf. le Clerc is as exact in all its 
circumftances as he affirms it to be. 

* Tant qu'on lui favoit un foufle de vie, perfonne 
n'ofoit I'entreprendre. Telle etoit la force du refpcit et de 

terreur^ qu'impciqfia ce hcros. Baffeyitz, p. 374. 

much 
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much deliberation, the prince inftantly feized 
the treafure j fecured the fortrefs ; gained the 
officers of the guards by bribes and promifes, 
alfo a few of the nobihty, and the principal 
clergy. Thefe partizans being convened in 
the palace, Catharine made her appearance : 
ihe claimed the throne in right of her corona- 
tion at Mofcow J expofed the ill effeds of a 
minority; and promifed, that, ** fo far from 
<* depriving the great-duke of the crown, flie 
** would receive it only as a facred depofit, 
" to be reftored to him when Ihe fliould be 

united, in another world, to an adored 
" hufband, whom flie was now upon the 
" point of lofing." 

The pathetic manner with which (he ut- 
tered this addrefs, and the tears which ac- 
companied it, added to the previous diftri- 
bution of large fums of money and jewels, 
produced the defired effedl : at the clofe of 
this meeting, the remainder of the night w^as 
employed in making the neceffary prepara- 
tions to enfure her acccffion in cafe of the 
emperor's death. 

Peter at length expired in the morning of 
the 28th of January, O. S. Feb. 8. N. S. 
This event being made known, the fenate, 
the generals, die principal nobility and clergy, 

haftened 
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haftened to the palace to proclaim the new 
fovereign. The adlierents of the great-duke 
feemed fecure of fuccefs ; and the friends of 
Catharine were avoided as perfons doomed to 
deftrudion. At this jundure Baffevitz whif- 
pered one of the oppofite party, ** The em- 
■** prefs is miftrefs of the treafure and the 

fortrefs ; {he has gained over the guards 
*^ and the. fynod, and many of the chief 
** nobility > even here Ihe has more followers 
** than you imagine : advife therefore your 
** friends to make no oppofition as they value 
** their heads." This information being ra~ 
pidly circulated, Baffevitz gave the appointed 
iignal ; and the two regiments of guards, 
who had been gained by a largefs * to declare 
for Catharine, and had already furrounded 
the palace, beat to arms. " Who has 

dared," exclaimed prince Repnin, the 
commander in chief, " to order out the 
*' troops without my knowledge !" — " I," 
returned general Butturlin, " without pre- 
'* tending to difpute your authority, in obe- 
'* dience to the commands of my moft gra- 
'* cious miftrefs." This fhort reply was fol- 

* The Auftriaq envoy fays, that the guards received 

lowed 
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lowed by a dead filence. In this moment 
of fufpenfe and anxiety, Mentchikof entered 
preceding Catharine, fupported by the duke 
of Hollliein. She attempted to fpeak, but 
was prevented by fighs * and tears from 
giving utterance to her words : at length, 
recovering herfelf, I come," fhe faid, not- 
withftanding the grief which now over- 
whelms me, to affure you, that, fubmiflive 
to the will of my departed hufband, whofc 
memory will be ever dear to me, I am 
ready to devote my days to the painful 
occupations of government, until Provi- 

* " The fame perfon aflerts, that Catharine, although 
<^ flie fecretly rejoiced at Peter's death, played the farce 
" admirably ; (he ceafed not her lamentations and groans ; 
" (ho repeatedly kified the body ; fc reamed and fwooned 

without ceafmg ; fo that the by-ftanders, who were not 
*^ acquainted with the real ftate of the circumftance, were 

moved with compalTion, while the others could hardly re- 

frain from laughing/* Buf. Hift. Mag. XI. p. 497. 

Baflevitz alfo relates the grief of the emprefs, which he, 
on the contrary, like a true courtier, affirms to have been 
real. " Infenfible a tout autre fentimcnt, qu'a celui de 

Taffliftion, Timperatrice n'avait pas quittc fon chevet do 

trois nuits," And again, 

" Catharine, au lieu de hater fes pas vers eux et le 
fceptrCj embraflbit vainement fon Epoux agonifant, qui 

<^ ne la connoiflbit plus, et ne pouvoit s'en detacher.'* 

Jbid, IX. p. 373. et fcq- 

dence 
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" dence fhall fummon me to follow him/' 
Then, after a fhort paufe, flie artfully added. 
If the great-duke will profit by my in- 
ftrudlions ; perhaps I fhall have the con- 
" folation, during my wretched widowhood, 
" of forming for you an emperor worthy of 
the blood and the name of him whom you 
have now irretrievably loft."-—" As this 
" crifis," replied Mentchikof, " is a moment 
" of fuch importance to the good of the 
empire, and requires the moft mature de- 
" liberation, your majefty will permit us to 
" confer without reftraint ; that this whole 
affair may be tranfadted without reproach, 
" not only in the opinion of the prefent age, 
but alfo of pofterity." — A6ting as I do," 
anfwered Catharine, " more for the public 
good than for my own advantage, I am not 
afraid to fubmit all my concerns to the 
judgment of fuch an enlightened alTembly } 
you have not only my permiffion to confer 
with freedom, but I lay my commands 
upon you all, to deliberate matuixly on this 
important fubjedt ; and promife to adopt 
whatever may be the refult of your de- 
cifionts." At the conclufion of thefe words 
the affembly retired into another apartment, 
and the doors were locked, . 

* It 
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It was previoully fettled by Mentchikof 
and his party that Catharine fhould be 
tmprefs ; and the guards, who farrounded 
the palace with drums beating and colours 
flying, effedually vanquilhed all oppofition. 
The only circumftance, therefore, which re- 
mained, was to give a juH colour to her title, 
by perfuading the allembly that Peter in- 
tended to have named her his fuccelTor. For 
this purpofe Mentchikof demanded of that 
emperor's fecretary, whether his late mafter 
had left any written declaration of his inten-- 
tions. The fecretary replied, That a little 
" before his laft journey to Mofcow he had 
deftroyed a will ; and that he had frequently, 
exprefTed his defign of making another, but 
" had always been prevented by the reflection, 
that if he thought his people, whom he. 
*^ had raifed from a ftate of barbarifm to a 
" high degree of power and glory, could be 
ungrateful, he would not expofe his final 
inclinations to the infult of a refufal ; and 
that if .they recolledled what they owed to 
his labours, they would regulate tlieir con- 
" dud by his intentions, which he had dif- 
clofed with more folemiiity than could be 
" manifefted by any writing." An alterca- 
tion now began m tlie affembly, and fome 

of 
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of the nobles having the courage to oppofe 
the acceflion of Catharine, Theophanes, arch- 
bifhop of Plefcof, called to their recolledlion 
the oath which they had all taken in 1722, 
to acknowledge the fucceflbr appointed by 
Peter j and added, that the fentiments of that 
emperor delivered by the fecretary were in 
effed: an appointment of Catharine. The 
oppofite party, however, denied thefe fenti- 
ments to be fo clear as the fecretary chofe to 
infmuate ; and infifted, that as their late mo- 
narch had failed to nominate his heir, the 
election of the new fovereign fhould revert 
to the ftate. Upon this the archbifliop' 
further teftified ; that, the evening before the 
coronation of the emprefs at Mofcow, Peter 
had declared in the houfe of an Englifh 
merchant*, that he fhould place the crown 
upon her head with no other view than to 
leave her miftrefs of the empire after his de- 
ceafe. This atteftation being confirmed by 
many perfons prefent, Mentchikof cried out, 
" What need have we of any teftament ! A 
" refufal to conform to the inclination of our 
great fovereign, thus authenticated, would 
be both unjuft and criminal. Long liv^ 
" the emprefs Catharine !" Thefe words being 
inftantly repeated by the greateft part of thofe 

who 
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who were prefeiit ; Mentchikof, faluting Ca- 
tharine by the title of emprefs, paid his firll 
obeifance by kiffing her hand; and his example 
was followed by the whole aflembly. She 
next prefented herfelf at the window to the 
guards, and to the people, who Ihouted ac^ 
clamations of " Long live Catharine," while 
Mentchikof fcattered among them handfuls 
of money ^. Thus, lays a contemporary, 

the 

♦ This account of the eleftionof Catharine is chiefly 
cxtrafted from BafTcvitz, who afEfted prince Mentchikof 
in this revolution, and certainly muft deferve credit as far 
as he chofe to difcover the fecret cabals. Some authors 
relate this event fomewhat differently ; but this difference 
is eafily reconciled, and the main fa£ts continue the lame. 
Bufching afferts, as he was informed by count Munic, 
that Peter was no fooner dead, than the fenate and nobles 
aflembled in the palace unknown to prince Mentchikof. 
The latter, being informed of the meeting, repaired to the 
palace, and was refufed admittance ; upon which he fent 
for general Butturlin, with a company of guards j andy 
burfting opoa the door of the apartment in which the 
meeting was held, declared Catharine cmprefs. Bufching> 
vol. I. p. 15 i alio Ebauche, &c. p. 50. 

The Aullrian envoy fays, that general Butturlin threatened 
to maflacre the fenate if the members did not acknowledc^c 
Cathaimc. 

^,But we have already fccn, from the auUiority of Bafle- 
Vitz, that many of the nobles, &c. repaired to the palace 
iu oppofition to prince Mentchikof i that general Butturlin 
lud high words with princQ Repniq and die oppofite party ; 

thaf 
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the emprefs was raifed to the throne by the 
guards, in the fame manner as the Roman 
emperors by the praetorian cohorts, without 
either the appointment of the people or of the 
legions 

The reign of Catharine may be confidered 
as the reign of Mentchikof ; that emprefs hav- 
ing neither inclination nor abilities to direcfl 
the helm of government j and (he placed the 
moft implicit confidence in a man who had 
been the original author of her good fortune, 
and the fole inftrument of her elevation to the 
throne. 

During her fhort reign her life was very 
irregular: fhe was extremely averfe to bufi- 
nefs J would frequently, when the weather 
was fine, pafs whole nights in the open air ; 

that MentchikoPs prefence utterly difconcerted them; 
and it is probable that both he and Butturlin might have 
threatened the nobles, which Baffevitz might not chufe to 
record, as he was willing to make the nomination of Ca- 
tharine as unanimous as poifible : although he fays, " C'eft 
ainfi que Catharine failit le fceptre, qu'elle meritoit a fi 
" jufte titre.'* 

In a word, thefe three accounts are eafily reconciieablc 
to each other ; they all prove one fail, that Mentchikof^ 
cither by himfelf or his agents, by bribes, promifes and 
threats, forced the nobility to proclaim Catharine, 

* Auftrian envoy in Bufching XL p. 502, 

Vol. II. Kk ' and 
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and was particularly intemperate in the ufe of 
tokay-wine, in which Ihe often indulged her- 
fclf to excefs *. Thefe irregularities, joined 
to a cancer and a dropfy, haftened her end ; 
and fhe expired on the 17th of May, 1727, a 
little more than two years after her acceflion 
to the throne, and about the 39th year of her 
age. 

As the deaths of fovereigns in defpotic 
countries are feldom imputed to natural caufes, 
that of Catharine has alfo been attributed to 
poifon ; as if the diforders which preyed upon 
her frame were not fufficient to bring her to 
the grave. Some alTert, that fhe was poifoned 
in a glafs of fpirituous liquor ; others by a 
pear given to her by general Diever. Sufpi^ 
cions alfo fell upon prince Mentchikof ; who, 
a ihort time before her deceafe, had a trifling 
mifunderftanding with her ; and who was ac- 
cufed of haftening her death, tliat he might 
reign with llill more abfolute power during 
the minority of Peter II. But thefe reports 
dcfcrve not the Icaft credit ; and were merely 
' iidatcd by the fpirit of party, or by popular 
lumour. 

Catharine was in her perfon under the 
* Buf. Hift. Mag. III. p. 192- 

middle 
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middle fize, and in her youth delicate and 
Well-formed, but inclined to corpulency as 
^he advanced in years. She had a fair com- 
plexion, dark eyes, and light hair, which (he 
was always accuftomed to die with a black 
colour *. She could neither read nor write -f* ; 
her daughter Elizabeth ufually figned her 
name for her, and particularly to her laft 
will and teftament ; and count Ofterman ge- 
nerally put her fignature to the public decrees 
and difpatches. Her abilities have been 
greatly exaggerated by her panegyrifts. Gor- 
don, who had frequently feen her, feems, of 
all writers, to have reprefented her charadler 
with the greateft juftnefs, when he fays, 

* Bufching fays, Ihr fchwarzcs haar war nicht rtatuer^ 
" Uch^fondern gefaerbty^ &c. Hift. Mag. vol. III. p. 190. 

" Her black hair was not natural, but coloured. On 
*^ her firft rife the coarfenefs of her hands proved that (he 

had been ufed to hard labour, but they gradually grew 
" whiter and whiter." Thefe circumftances we may 
readily believe, becaufe the lady from whom Bufching re- 
ceived the information could eafily know whether Catha- 
rine's hair was black, or her hands coarfe, although (he 
might be deceived in what relates to her family. 

f Baflevitz fays, " Elle n'apprit jamais a ecrire. La 
*^ princejfe Elizabeth figna tout pour elle^ quand die fat 
. ^ Jur le tronej 7neme fon tejiament.^^ P. 295. 

The Auftrian minifter fays, count Ofterman ufed to 
fign her name to all the difpatches* Buf. XI. p. 481. 

K k 2 She 
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She was a very pretty well-lookt woman, 
of good fenfc, bat not of that fublimity of 
wit, or rather that quicknefs of imagina- 
" tion, v/hich fome people have beheved. 
The great rcafon why the tzar was fo fond 
of her, was her exceeding good temper ; 
ilie never was feen peevilh or out of hu- 
" mour ; obliging and civil to all, and never 
forgetful of her former condition ; withal, 
mighfy grateful.'* Catharine maintained 
the pomp of majefty united with an air of 
cafe and grandeur ; and Peter ufed frequently 
to exprefs his admiration at the propriety with 
which Hie fupported her high ftation, without 
forgetting that Ihe was not born to that 
dignity 

The following anecdotes will prove that 
flie bore her elevation meekly ; and was never, 
as Gordon allerts, forgetful of her former 
condition. When Wurmb -f-, who had been 
tutor to Gluck's children at the time that 

* *^ Son i'pouft' eta it avec . lui etalanty conformcment d 
" la volonti du monarqiUy la pompe imperiak^ qui le gcnaii^ 

et la jontcnant avec un air furprenant de grandeur et 
" d'aifance. Le czar ne pouvait Jc lajfer^ d'admircr les 
" tatins fu'eJle pojpdait^ felon fon cxprrjffiony de fe crier 
" ifjiperatriccy fans oublier qu'elle ne U ndquit point.'' Baf- 
fuvitz in Buf. p. 3^8. 

t Life of Peter, vot III. p. 258. 

Catharine 
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Catharine was a domeftic in that clergyman's 
family, prefented himfclf before her after her 
marriage with Peter had been publicly folem-- 
nized, fhe recoUeiled and addrell'ed him with 
great complacency, What thou good man, 
" art thou Hill alive ! I will provide for thee." 
And (lie accordingly fettled upon him a pen- 
lion. She alfo was no lefs attentive to the. 
family of her bcnefador Gluck, who died a 
priloner at Mofcov/ : flie penfioned liis wi- 
dow i made his fon a page ; portioned the two 
eldeft daughters j and advanced the youngefl 
to be one of her maids of honour. If we 
may believa Weber, fhe frequently inquired 
after her firft hufband, and, when flie lived 
with prince Mentchikof, ufed fecretly to fend 
him fmall fums of money, until, in 1705, he 
was killed in a fkirmi(h with the enemy. 
In a conference with general Schlippenback, 
who, in 1702, commanded the Swedifli army, 
when fhe was taken captive by the Ruffians, 
fhe afked him whether her fpoufe John 

was not a brave foldier?" Schlippenback 
returning, am not I one alfo ?" her majefly 
anfwered in the affirmative : but, repeating 
the queilion, he replied, yes, pleafe your 

majefty ; and I may boafl to have had the 
K k 3 honour 
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honour of having him under my com-* 
mand 

But the moft noble part of her characfter 
was her peculiar humanity and compaflion 
for the unfortunate- Motraye has paid an 
handfome tribute to this excellence. She 
^' had in fome fort the government of all his 

(Peter s) paffions ; and even faved the hves 

of a great many more perfons than Le Fort 
" v^as able to do : fhe infpired him with that 

humanity, which, in the opinion of his 

fubjedts, nature feemed to have denied him. 
" A word from her mouth in favour of a 
" wretch, juft going to be facrificed to his 

anger, would difarm him ; but ,if he was 

fully refolved to fatisfy that paflion, he 
" would give orders for the execution when 

fhe was abfent, for fear (lie (hould plead 
^* for the viftim -f/* In a word, to ufe the 
cxpreflion of the celebrated Munic, " Elk 

hoit proprement la medtatrice entre le mo-- 

narque et fes fujets 

* Bufching had the above anecdote from a lady who^ 
was prcfciit at this conference. Hift. Mag, Vol. III. 
p, 190. 

t Motraye's Travels, Vol. III. p. 131. 
X Kbauche, &c. p. 54. « She was the mediatrix be- 
*^ tween the monarch and his lubje^ls.'' 
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CHAP. XL 

Account of Alexey Petrovitch. — Principles by 
which Peter jujiijied his exclufion from the 
throne. — Ejjetts of his bad education^ — 
Tire ad of his father. — His efcape from Pe- 
terfburgh, — His trial and condemnation. — • 
Inquiry into the caufe of his death. — Hijiory 
of his wife Charlotte Chriftina Sophia 
Princefs of Brunfwick, — Circumftances of 
her death. — Falfe ru?7wurs of her efcape a?id 
fubfequent adventures. 

ALEXE'Y, the fole fruit of the in- 
aufpicious marriage between Peter the 
Great and Eudocia Lapukin, was born in the 
year 1690 ; and never was the birth of any 
prince more unfortunate to himfelf, to his pa- 
rents, and to his country. 

I fhall introduce the account of this per- 
fonage by a tranflation of a curious letter, 
written in 171 5, from an Auftrian envoy at 
Peterfburgh to the prime minifter at Vienna; 
as it will ferve to develope the principles upon 
which Peter attempted to juftify the exclufioa 
of his fon from the throne. 

K k 4 . ^Mn 
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" * In my laft I informed your excellency 
** that I had an opportunity of penetrating 
^* the fentiments of the tzar j and I lhall now 
** acquaint you with the particulars, which 
•* will furprize you. Being at dinner laft 
** Sunday at the vice-chancellor Shaffirofs, 
** in company with the tzar ; his majefty did 
" me the honour to converfe with me upon 
" different topics ; when, the difcourfe turn- 
** ing upon the late king of France, his 

majefty faid, * Certainly France was never 
** governed by a greater man than Louis XIV, 
** neverthelefs,' added he, * when I conlider 
" the little care which he took to perpetuate 
** the glory of his kingdom after his demife ; 
** I have no longer the fame efteem for his 
^* memory which I have hitherto held for his 
•* great and heroic actions. Louis XIV. at 
** his advanced age, could not reafonably have 
" indulged the hope of a much longer life; 
" if, therefore, he difcovered in the in- 
" fant (Louis XV.) his fuccelTor any evident 

marks of a future incapacity to reign ; 
\ ^* why did he entruft him to the care of a 
•* man who will not fail to adopt any means, 

however defperate, that may tend to fecurq 

• Bufeli. Hia. Mag. III. p. 185, kc. 

" the 
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the throne to himfelf ? Why did he not ex- 
elude the duke of Orleans from any fliare 

*^ in the regency ? Or, if he knew the duke to 
be a man of a fuperior genius, as he un- 
doubtedly is j and his great grandfon, ei- 
ther on account of his tender age or fome 
corporal infirmity, incapable of governing, 
why did he not declare a perfon of fuch 

*^ abilities as the duke of Orleans his fuc- 
celTor ? By thefe means his grand fyftem 
would have ftood unfliaken even by his 
death j whereas we have now every reafon 
to conclude that France will decline/ I 
made anfwer, * that as, according to the 
fundamental laws of the kingdom, the 
firft prince of the blood is neceflarily regent 
during the king's minority; Louis XIV* 
could not exclude the duke of Orleans 
from the regency without breaking the law 
of fucceffion, which no king of France 
could venture to infringe,' &c. * There- 
fore,' replied the tzar, * a prince, who, by 
facrificing his health, and even frequently 
expoiing his life, had at length rendered 

" his country refpedtable and formidable, 
would, according to your hypothefis, be 

" conftrained to futfer the fruits of his labours 
to be dellroyed in the hands of a madman, 

provided 
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" provided he was his nearefl relation. I own 
I am not of your opinion. It is by no 
means, as it appears to me, fufficient, that 

" a monarch fhould exert himlelf to aggran- 
dize his ftate, and to render it flourilhing 
during his life j but he ought alfo by wife 
precautions to perpetuate its glory after his 
demifej which can in no other manner 
be efFedtuated than by appointing an heir 

" who fhall be capable, not only to maintain 
his acquilitions and preferve his eftablilli- 
ments ; but alfo to execute the reft of his 

^ defigns, were he even to feledt him from the 
crowd of his fubjedls.' * You,' added he, 

*^ would tax a prince with cruelty, who, in 

" order to fave his ftate, which ought to be 
dearer to him than the blood in his veins, 

" Ihould attempt to alter the facceflion of 

" his blood ; and I, on the contrary, conceive 
it to be the greatelt of all cruelties, to la- 
critice the fafety of the ftate to the mere 
right of an eftablifhed fucccllion. Let us 
fuppole that the fucceffor has not the qua- 

" lities requifite for a fovereign a convent, 
and not a throne, is a proper afylum for 
weak princes. David, for example, had 
many fons ; but, as he found not in the eldeft 
the quaUties which a king of Ifrael ought to 

have 
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** have poffefled, he chofe the youngeft for his 
** fuccefTor : God himfelf approved the choice, 
" inftead of blaming him for not paying any 
'* regard to pretenfions of primogeniture, 
" which was neverthelefs highly refpeded by 
«* the Jews. If the gangrene (making me 
" touch at the fame time the end of his 
<* thumb) attacks my finger, am I not obh- 
" ged, notwithftanding it is part of my body, 
** to cut it off, or fhould I not be guilty of 
" fuicide?' 

** In fliort, I now comprehend the caufe 
" of the law lately introduced by the tzar, 
" which adjudges all real eftates of a family 
** to one of the male children, but which leaves 
*' to the father the abfolute power of appoint- 
" ing his heir without confuiering the right of 
** primogeniture ; and I am now convinced 
** that the tzar has in his own mind decreed 
" the exclufion of his eldeft fon ; and that 
** we fhall one day fee Alexey, with his head 
** fhaven, thrull: into a monaftery, and obliged 
** to pafs the remainder of his life in praying 
** and chanting hymns. Nov. 15, 171 5." 

The prophecy of this writer was afterwards 
fulfilled, though, inftead of being (hut up in 
a convent, the wretched prince expired in a 
priibn. The circumftances which occafioned 

his 
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his exclufion and death are well known ; but 
as we have received them through the medium 
of his accufcrs, we ought to be very careful in 
giving credit to all the charges with which 
his memory has been ftigmatized. One fatt * 
is incontrovertible, that his education was 
mofh lhamefully negledled, and that he was a 
ftranger to the reftraints neceflary at his age, 
until the time of introducing proper habitudes 
had almoft elapfed. He was committed to 
the care of women, and to the inftrud:ion of 
the Ruffian priells, the loweft and moft igno* 
rant of men ; who inftilled into him all the 
prejudices of their religion, and were continu- 
ally inveighing againft his father for the abo- 
lition of many barbarous cuftoms, which they 
had long confidered with a reverential awe. 
Nor was he releafed from this wretched 
fpecies of tuition before the eleventh, year of 
his age ; when Baron Huyfen, a man of great 
merit and ability, was appointed his governor. 
Under this judicious inftrudor he feems to 
have made no inconfiderable progrefs, and his 
early prejudices might have gradually worn 
away 3 if prince Mentchikof had not contrived 

♦ See Memoirc abregc fur la vie du tzarevitch Alcxci 
Pctr^vitch) in Buf. Hift, Mag. p. 195, 
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to remove from him the only perfon who 
was likely to inftil into him proper principles 
of adtion, and taken upon himfelf the fuper- 
intendence of his education. But as that 
prince * fcarcely ever faw him, and placed 
about him the moft improper perlbns ; he 
feems to have intentionally given him a full 
fcope to his vicious inclinations, and to have 
abandoned him to the company of the loweft 
v/retches, by whom he W2is encouraged to 
continual ebriety, and to every kind of the 
loweft excefs : yet this dcfigning minifter art- 
fully extorted from the tzarovitch, in prifon, 
a confeffion that he was the only perfon who 
had taken any care of his education -f-, 

* Buf. H. M. p. 196. 

f L'Evefque makes the following juft refledlions upoa 
this unaccountable circumftance. Croira-t'On qu^'d ak 
fait fmcereinent iff de lui-mhne rHoge des Joins qur 
Menchikof avait pris de /on education-^ lorfquon jak 
" d^ailUurs que Menchikof approchait de lui tout au plus 
trois ou quatre fois par any iff ne lui parlait qvL av^c le ton 
du mepris le plus dur iff le plus outrageant P Si on le con^ 
traignit a louer U favori de Pierre^ Pami de Catharine^ ne 
peut'On pas lui avoir diSie de mcme tout ce quon voulaitlui 
« faire dire Hift. de Ruffie, Tom. IV. p. 442. 

This conjecture is greatly ftrengthened by conlidering 
that the eulogium of prince Mentchikof was obtained from 
Alexey in prifon by Tolftoe, the creature of Mentchikof. 
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It appears from feveral fads, that Peter had 
conceived a very early prejudice againft his 
fon ; and infpired him with fuch terror, that^ 
in order to avoid drawing before his lather, 
the young prince once difcharged a piftol 
againft his own right hand. All perfons, 
however, join in condemning the imprudence 
and obftinacy of Alexey, which feem to have 
warped his judgment, and, at times, to have 
tranfported him to a degree of infanity. Bruce, 
who knew him ^ve!l, gives the following 
account of his perfon and manners ; and, as 
he was not prejudiced againft him, his tefti- 
mony muft be efteemed more valid than all the 
laboured accufations of his enemies. 

" The czarowitz arrived inMcfcowthis winter (1714) 
where I faw him for the firft time. He kept a mean 
" Finlandifli girl for his miftrcfs. I went often with the 
" general to wait on him ; and he came frequently to the 
general's houfe, attended by very mean and low perfons. 
He was very flovenly in his drefs ; his perfon was tall, 
well made, of a brown complexion, black hair and eyes, 
" of a ftcrn countenaaec^ and ftrong voice. He frequently 
« did ipe the honour to talk with me in German, being 
^' fully martcr of that language ; he was adored by the 
" populace, but little rcfpeaed by the fupcrior ranks, for 
" whom he never (hewed the lead regard ; he was always 
furrounded by a n\imber of debauched ignorant priefts, 
" and other mean perfons of bad charader, in whofe com- 
" pany he always refleded on hii father's condud for 

" abolifliing 
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^ aboliftiing the antient cuftoms of the country, declaring, 
" thac as foon as he came to fucceed, he fhould foon re- 
ftore Ruflia to its former ftate ; and threatening to dc- 
^ ftroy, without referve, all his father's favourites. This 
he did fo often, aad with fo little refer ve, that it could 
* not mifs reaching the emperor's ears ; and it was gcnc- 
rally thought he now laid the foundation of that ruin he 
^ afterwards met with/* 

And again, It was very remarkable, that the prince 
^ never^appeared at any of the public meetings, when his 
majefty was attended by all perfons of quality and rank, 
" fuch as birth-days, celebrating of viftories, launching of 
fliips, &c. General Bruce, who lived next door to 
" the prince, had orders always to give the prince notice 
" the day before of fuch public days or meetings, and I 
" had the honour to carry and deliver the meflage; but his 
highnefs, to avoid appearing in public, either rook phyfic 
or let blood, always making his excufc, that he could 
<^ not attend for want of health ; when, at the fame time, 
^ it was notorioufly kno^vn that he got drunk in very bad 
" company, when he ufed conftantly to condemn all his 
" father's aftiojjis 

Being inflamed by continual drunkennefs, 
and worn out by a feries of perfecutions, he 
was driven to a ftate of defperation ; and at 
length, in the year 17 16, fuddenly renouncino;' 
his right of fucceflion in favour of Peter's 
fon by Catharine, he demanded permlffion to 
retire into a convent. But foon after\vards 
adopting the advice of his principal adherents, 

* Bruce^s Memoirs, 100 and 127. 

9 he 
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he made his efcape to Vienna ; where he put 
himfelf under the protedion of Charles VL 
That emperor, in order to flieher him from 
the refentment of his father, fent him firft to 
Infpruck in the Tyrol ; and afterwards re- 
moved him, for ftill greater fecurity, to the 
caftle of St. Elmo at Naples. Being fecretly 
betrayed by his Finlandifh miftrefs, whom he 
is reported to have married, and influenced 
by the moft folemn promifes of perfe(fl for- 
givenefs, he was prevailed upon, by the 
emiflaries of his father, to return to Mofcow. 
Having there folemnly renounced all right of 
fucceflion to the crown, he was conveyed to 
Peterfburgh, thrown into the fortrefs, tried 
by a feledt committee, and condemned to fuf- 
fer death. The a6ls of his procefs and con- 
demnation are well known, being pubhflied by 
order of the emperor, and are to be found in 
feveral authors ^. 

Whatever prejudices we may have enter- 
tained againft Alexey, we cannot perufe the 
trial without being fliocked at the cruel and 
unjuft mode with which it was conduced : 
when his mercilefs perfecutors eagerly laid 

* Mottlcy, Vol. 11. And more circumftantlally i« 
Perry, Vol. II. 

hold 
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hold of every advantage v^hich was afforded 
by his youth and fimplicity j when his Fin- 
landifh ' miftrefs, who was afterwards penfion^ 
ed for her atteftations, depofed every angry 
exprelTion againft his father which flie ever 
recollcded to have fallen from him in the moft 
unguarded moments when not only his words 
and adtions were brought to witnefs againft 
him ; but his very thoughts were fcrutinized ; 
and his own confeflion extorted from him 

in 

* On rcmarque, que dans ce proces on fulvait les 
formes Infidieufes de rinquifition. C'etait a Taccufe a 
chercher laborieufement fes fautes, a faire des efforts de 

^ memoire pOur les aggraven Son innocence dependait 

" de fe declarer, de fe prouvcr criminel. Uu ©ubli, une 
reticence innocente ou meme louable devenait un crime. 

" Ou plutot, epie, prefle, furpris de tous cotes, il ne pouvait 
eviter fa condemnation. S'il taifait fes fautes, fon fi- 

^ lence le rendait coupable: S'il les devoilait, il etait con- 

" vaincu par fon aveu." L'Evefque, Vol. IV. p. 427. 
The reader, I flatter myfelf, will not be difpleafed at my 

introducing to his acquaintance fuch fpiritcd paflages r.s 

the one juft quoted, and the following, upon the depo- 

fition of the tzarovitch. 

La fimplicite enfantine de toute cette derniere declara- 

" tion eft precieufe : Elle prouve que le tzarevitch pou- 
vait avoir les vices et la grolTierete d'une m:iuvaife edu- 

" cation, mais qu'il ne pouvait etre criminel/' 

And again: " Mais que femit-ce, fi ces aveux les plus 
forts lui avaient ete didtes, arraches, extorques ? fi I'oii 

Vol. II. LI. " aval* 
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in prifon employed to convidl him. Indeed 
many of his own depofitions, which tended 
moft to criminate him, by difcovering inten- 
tions of rebellion, were not openly acknow- 
ledged, but only (igned by him in prifon ; 
and a fignal difference is remarkable between 
his confeflions during his firft examination at 
Mofcow, which was more public, and thofe 
made at Peterfburgh, when his trial was 
chiefly carried on in private before Peter and 
his immediate confidents : circumftances which 
feem to prove the inflidlion of torture. 

With refpedl to Alexey's death, there are 
two prevailing opinions j one advanced in the 
manifefto of Peter, that he was feized with 
an apopledtic fit, and died of convulfions 

" avait mis a profit fa timidite, fa faibleflfe, pour le forcer, a 

" fe montrer plus coupablc qu'il ne Tetait en efFet ? Si, 
chaqiie jour des mauvais traitements nouveaux fatiguai- 
cnt, domtaient fa patience, & robligeaient a faire le$ 

" avcux qu'on exigeait de lui ? fi Ton employait mcme Ics 
tortures pour vaincre fa refiftance ? fi fes cris k le bruit 
des coups qu'il recevait etaient entendus par un prifon- 
nier qui etait cn meme temps dans la forterelTe, &c qui a 
dcvoile dep iis cet odicux fccrct ? fi le tzar lui meme 
ctait le fpeitateur & peut-etre le mlniftre des tourments 
de fon fils ? On ne peut s'empecher de rapporter cette 
tradition : mais elle afflige I'humanitc qui fe plait a la 

" rcvoquer en doute ; elle femble ert meme temps choquer 
la vraifemblance." Ibid, p, 440, 441. 

occaTioned 
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occafioned by the violent paflions of his mind 
and the terrors of death ; and the other, that 
he was fecretly executed in prifon. The 
latter feems moll entitled to belief, notwith- 
ftanding the allertions of Peter^ and the apo- 
logy of his panegyrifts, particularly of Voltaire^ 
who has fupported his innocence with the 
moft plaufible arguments. 

Of all the accounts of the prince's death, 
that given by Bufching feems to be the 
moft probable and authentic. This au- 
thor * pofitively affirms, that he was be- 
headed by order of his father ; and that 
marrtial Weyde performed the office of 
executioner. He received the intelligence 
from a lady at Peterfburgh, named Cramer, 
who was in high confidence both with Peter 
and Catharine ; and who was employed in 
fewing the prince's head to his body previous 
to its lying in ftate. During my ftay at Pe- 
terfburgh I was at fome pains to authenticate 
this fadti but I found it extremely difficult 
to obtain any pofitive information concerning 
fo fecret a tranfacflion. The moft material 
circumftances I could colled: were comma- 

♦ BuCHif, Mag. Vol. Ill- p. 224, Alfo Introdu<aioii 
to Vol. IX. 

L 1 2 nicated 
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nicated to me by an intimate acquaintance of 
the above-mentioned lady : he afTured me that 
he had frequently attempted to converfe with 
her upon the death of Alexey, but had always 
found her extremely averfe to hold any dif- 
courfe upon the fubjedl ; that flie feemed ex- 
ceedingly fhocked whenever this topic was 
introduced ; and that nothing could be fur- 
ther extorted from her, than that (he was 
the perfon who prepared the body for the ce- 
remony of its lying in ftate. This unwilling- 
nefs of the lady to enter upon the fubjed:, 
together with her declaration that flie pre- 
pared the body, feems to add a great de- 
gree of confirmation to the account of Buf- 
ching. 

An additional proof, in favour of the authen- 
ticity of this fadt, I lately received from an En- 
glifli gentleman of undoubted veracity. That 
gentleman alfured me, that he had been inform- 
ed by prince Cantemir's fecretary, with whom 
he was intimately acquainted abroad, that 
Alexey was beheaded in prifon. As prince 
Cantemir was in high favour with Peter, the 
intelligence of his confidential fecretary muft 
carry with it great weight. This faft appears 
fo well attefted, that many of the German hif- 
torians, who have written upon Ruflia, have 

adopted 
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adopted it without referve : and, in feveral 
genealogical tables of the imperial family, 
Alexey is infer ted as beheaded- A pafTage, 
however, in Bruce's Memoirs, feems at firft 
fight to invalidate this concurrent evidence, 
and to prove that he was poifoned. This 
paflage is too curious not to be introduced to 
the reader. 

The trial * was begun the 25th of June, and continued 
to the 6th of July, when this fupreme court, with un- 
" animous confent, palfed fentence of death upon the 
" prince, but left the manner of it to his majefty's deter- 
mination : the prince was brought before the court, his 
fentence was read to him, and he was re-conveyed to the 
" fortrefs. On the next day, his majefty, attended by all 
the fenators and bifhops, with feveral others of high rank, 
" went to the forf, and entered the apartments where the 
tzarovitch was kept prifoner. Some little time there- 
after, marftial Weyde came out, and ordered me to go 
" to Mr. Bear's the druggift, whofe (hop was hard-by, 
" and tell him to make the potion ftrong which he had 
befpoke, as the prince was then very ill : when I deli- 
" vered this meflage to Mr. Bear, he turned quite pale, 
" and fell a ftiaking and trembling, and appeared in the 
utmoft confufion ; which furpriz:^d me fo much, that I 
" afked him what was the matter with him, but he was 
" unable to return me any anfwer : in the mean time the 
" marftial himfelf came in, much in the fame condition 
" with the druggill, faying, he ought to have been more 
^« expeditious, as the prince was very ill of an apopleftic 

* Bnice's Memoirs, p. 1^5 — 187. 

LI3 "fiti 
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^ fit; upon this the druggift delivered him a filver cup 
" with a cover, vi^hich the marflial himfelf carried into the 

prince's apartment, ftaggering all the way as he went 
" Jilce one drunk. About half an hour after, the tzar, with 
" all his attendants, withdrew, with very difmal counte- 
" nances ; and when they went, the mar{hai ordered me 

to attend at the prince's apartment, and, in cafe of 

any alteration, to inforn^ him immediately thereof, 

There were at that time two phyficians and two furgeons 
*^ in waiting, with whom, and the officer on guard, I dined 
" on what had been drefftrd for the prince's dinner. The 

phyficians were called in immediately after to attend the 
" prince, who was ftruggling out of one convulfion into 
" another, and, after great agonies, expired at five o'clock 
" in the afternoon. I went diredlly to inform the m-arfhal, 

and he went that moment to acquaint his majejly, who 
*^ ordered the corpfe to be embowclled, after v/hich it was 
" laid in a coffin, covered with black velvet, and a pall of 
" rich gold tifTue fpread over it ; it was then carried out 

of the fort to the church of the Holy Trinity, where the 
" corpfe lay in ftate till the iith in the evening, when it 
" was carried back to the fort, and depofited in the royal 

burying vault, next the coffin of the princefs his late 

confort ; on which occafion the tzar and tzarina, and the 
« chief of the nobility, followed in proceffion. Various 

were the reports that were fpread concerning his death ; 
^' it was given out publicly, that on hearing his fcntence 

of death pronounced, the dread thereof threw him into 
*^ an apoplectic fit, of which he died : very few believed he ^ 

died a natural deaths but it was dangerous for people to 
" /peak as they thought. The miniltcrs of the emperor, and 

the ftates of Holland, were forbid the court for Ipeaking 
" their minds too freely on this occafion, and, upon com- 
" plaint againft them, were both-fecalleJ.'* 



From 
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From this account it appears that the 
prince was ftill alive when Peter, with the 
nobles and bifliops, remained in the fortrefs ; 
and that he died in the interval between their 
departure and . the afternoon : but it by no 
means follows, even from this ftate of the 
cafe, that the tzarovitch was poifoned. For, 
can we fuppofe that Peter would order a dofe 
of poifon to be prepared for his fon at a chy- 
mift's fhop ; and that marfhal Weyde would 
openly fend for it without the lead myftery ? 
May we not rather infer that the potion was 
moll probably a medicine fimilar to thofe 
which had been already prefcribed for the 
prince, who had for fome time been extreme- 
ly indifpofed ? The fright of the chymift 
might proceed from his delivering a medicine 
for the tzarovitch, who was faid to be in the 
agonies of death ; as, in a defpotic country, 
and under fuch a fovereign as Peter, his own 
fafety might be involved in the cataftrophe. 
The agitation of marflial Weyde will be ftill 
more eafily and fatisfaftorily accounted for; 
if, according to Bufching, he was preparing 
to perform, or had already performed, the 
execution. 

The principal circumftance which feems 
to Contradid the opinion that he was behead- 

L 1 4 ed. 
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ed, is, that if Bruce's narrative is to be de- 
pended upon, the prince, when he fell after- 
wards into repeated convullions, was vifited 
by the phyficians ; and yet, if Bufching's ac- 
count can be relied on, he muft have been 
already beheaded ; as marfhal Weyde, accord- 
ing to Bruce, had finally quitted the fortrefs. 
But it is polTible that the phyficians, although 
ordered to attend upon the prince, might be 
prevented from feeing him ; it is poffible that 
marflial Weyde might have fecretly returned to 
the fortrefs without the knowledge of colonel 
Bruce ; it is pofiible that Bruce himfelf, as 
being ian intimate friend of marfhal Weyde, 
Hiight have been entrufted with the fecret, 
but was unwilling to record, in his Memoirs, 
fo horrid a cataftrophe, which was totally 
repugnant to the manifefto of the emperor : 
and indeed it plainly appears from his narra- 
tive, that he knew more than he chofe to 
difcover. When the fecret execution of the 
heir apparent of a defpotic empire becomes 
the fubjedt of inquiry, it mull always be 
difficult to afcertain the truth ; and it would 
be unreafonable to exped that no contradidlory 
circumftances (hoiild occur in the different 
relations of fuch a myfterious tranfadlion j 
when; even in the moft cornmon occurrences, 

ng 
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no two perfons would relate the fame event 
precifely in the fame manner, 

Catharine is not free from fufpicion of be- 
ing concerned in this horrid affair, as v/ell 
becaufe her fon by Peter was declared fuccef- 
for, as becaufe Tolftoi, to whom the manage- 
ment of the procefs and the private examina- 
tion of Alexey were chiefly entrufted, was 
well known to be a creature of Mentchikof, 
whofe interefts were clofely connedled with 
thofe of the emprefs. But this accufation of 
Catharine could be only a mere furmife j 
and her interference, if fhe really interfered, 
muft have been conduced in fo fecret a man- 
ner, as not to have been difcovered. Peter 
himfelf exculpated her ; openly teftifying 
that rtie interceded for his fon's life ; and 
requefted, that, inftead of being put to death, 
he might be confined in a convent. Not to 
mention that fuch proceedings militate ftrongly 
againft the well-knov\^n humanity of Catha- 
rine ; there was no occafion to irritate the fa- 
vage temper of Peter, too much inclined to in- 
flid the fcvereft puniihment upon his fon, who 
had threatened to overturn all his plans of re- 
formation, and to deftroy, in a moment, that 
vaft fabric of glory and power which he had 

employed 
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employed many years in ereding. The mo^ 
narch who could hiinfelf attend the infli(ftion 
of torture; who had occafionally performed 
the office of executioner ; and who had even 
ordered the firfl partner of his bed to be 
fcourged; would not require any incitement 
to command the execution of that fon, whom 
he had publicly treated with the moft inhuman 
ferocity. 

The following note, written with Peter's 
own hand to count Romanzof, who, in con- 
junction with count Tolftoi, brought the un- 
fortunate Alexey from Naples, will ferve to 
difplay the inflexible fpirit of that monarch, 
who forgot the feelings of a father in his anx- 
iety for the public good. " I grant you the 
" ranks of major-general and lieutenant-gene- 
ral, and the eftatcs of Alexander Kikin and 
Kuril Matulhkin ^, in conlideration of the 
fignal fervice which you have juil: conferred, 
not only upon me, but, what is more, upon 
your country, in bringing back him, who bv 
his birth is my fon, and by his adions, the 
enemy of his father and of his country "f-," 

♦ Two of Alcxcy's unfortunate adherents, who with 
piany others were executed upon this occafion. 

t This note, which has not yet appeared in print, was 
communicated to me by a Ruffian nobleman, who favoured 
j;ic with a tranflation from the original. 

The 
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The wife of Alexey, Charlotte Chriftina 
Sophia, whofe fate has already been briefly re- 
lated, was daughter of Louis Rhodolph of 
Brunfwick-Blankenburgh, and fifter of Eli- 
zabeth Chriftina, confort of the emperor 
Charles VI. She was born t)n the 29th of 
Auguft, 1694 ; efpoufed, on the 25th of Odto- 
ber, 1711, at Torgau, the tzarovitch Alexey; 
and in July of the enfuing year made her en- 
trance into Peterlburgh 

Although this amiable princefs feems to 
have been the choice of Alexey, who faw 
her at her father's court, yet he always treated 
her with the utmoft negledl ; and gave up 
/ his whole time and attention to his favourite 
miftrefs Euphrofyne, a Finlandifh girl of the 
loweft extraction- It does not, indeed, appear, 
that the prince, as is reported by fome writers, 
treated her in fo inhuman a manner, that he 
frequently ftruck her ; for even if he had been 
fufficiently brutal to have been inclined to 
fuch a conduct, he would have been reftrained 
by his apprehenfions of his father ; who, as 
well as Catharine, always expreficd the 

* This account of the princefs is chiefly taken frorii 
Muller's "Von der Princeffin von WoU'enbuettel als 

vermahlten Ruffifchen Kronprinceflin/' In Buf. Hift, 
Mag. XV. p. 234, 

llrongeft 
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ftrongeft compaffion for her wretched fituation, 
and fhowed her conftant proofs of his affec- 
tion and regard. Her hulband's unconquerable 
antipathy feems to have been chiefly derived 
from his fufpicions that fhe lodged complaints 
againft him to the emperor, who frequently 
and ""roughly expoftulated with him on this 
inftance of his ill-condudt. Unfortunately 
her domellric uneahnefs was increafed by Ju- 
liana princefs of Eaft-Friefland, who accom- 
panied her into Ruffia ; to whom flie ufed to 
unbofom her grief and anxiety ; and who im- 
prudently fanned the flame inilead of endea- 
f vouring to quench it. 

The fruits of this ill-aflbrted union were 
Natalia, who was born at Peterfburgh in 
, 1714, and died at Mofcow in 1728; and a 
prince, afterwards the emperor Peter 11. who 
was brought into the world on the 23d of 
Oftober, 1715. 

A few days after the prince's birth, the 
confequences of her dehvery, and the melan- 
choly which had long preyed upon her frame, 
hurried her prematurely to the grave; and 
file expired on the 2d of November, in the 
21 ft year of her age. The approach of her 
deatli was affcdting to all but her huiband 
and herlclf ; and her fpirit had been fo fub- 

dued 
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dued by afRidtion, that flie confidered her 
diflblution as a welcome releafe from all her 
fufferings. Impreffed with this fentiment, 
Ihe faid to her phyficiaiis, Do not torment 
me any more, for I will live no longer 
On the day which preceded hec deceafe, 
flie didated the following petition to Peter 
the Great, which may be confidered as her 
will. 

" The mofi: humble and laft entreaties 
from the under-written to his imperial 
*^ majefty. 

I. His Imperial majefty will order my 
funeral as he fhall think proper. I could 
wifli, neverthelefs, that my body may be 
buried in a place where it may remain 
undifturbed until the fecond coming of our 

" Saviour. 2. Both my beloved children I 
recommend to the care and affedion of his 
imperial majefty, my gracious father-in- 
law, that they may be educated according 

*^ to their birth and ftation. 3. I leave my 
jewels and other valuable things . in gold 
and filver to my children j and a reafonable 
part of my clothes- and linen to my coufin 
the princefs of Eaft-Frielland. 4. I be- 



* Bruce^s Memclrsj p. 148. 

" feech 
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feech his imperial majefly gracioufly to per- 
mit thofe perfons who accompanied me 
" hither to return, and to defray the expence 
of their journey. 5. On account of the 
dearnefs of this place, and becaufe my 
fervants were ftrangers, I have contradled 
fome debts, v/hich I intreat his imperial 
majefty to dilcharge, that I may be re- 
membered with honour, and that no un- 
\yorthy reports may be circulated after my 
death* The fums, which the crown will 
fave by my deceafe, may be employed itl 
" discharging thefe debts, fince it is God's 
will that I depart from this world fo pre- 
" maturely and unexpededly. 6. My un- 
forefeen and untimely death is alfo the 
caufe of my being unable to recompenfe 
my domeftics, who had the care of tegu- 
lating my expences ; and as I am perfectly 
fitisfied that my fecrctaries Cluver and John 
Clement, who had charge of my difburfe- 
ments, have ferved me with fidelity and 
" honour ; I humbly entreat that tlieir ac- 
counts, which have receipts, may be pafled, 
and that the other expenditures may be ad- 
mitted upon their oath. I repofe fuch con- 
" fidence in his imperial majefly, that I truft 
he will not rejed this my laft requefti 



" more 
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more particularly when I refledl on the 
repeated inflances which I have experienced 
of his paternal tendernefs and afFeftion. I 

" have this alfo to add, that I am only con- 
cerned to leave this world at a time when 

" his imperial majefty is indifpofed j a cir- 
ciimilance which has prevented me from 
thanking him in perfon for the frequent 
proofs I have received of his kindnefs and 
regard. May the Almighy be his aid 
and proteftor ; and may he add thofe years 

*^ to his life which are taken from mine ; 

" which I likewife faithfully, and with my 
whole heart, implore for her majefly the 
emprefs j and, after returning my acknow- 
ledgments due to them for the repeated in- 
ftances of their love and goodnefs, I expire, 
the moft humble and moft obedient daugh- 

<^ ter of both their majefties, 

" Charlotte Christina Sophia 

" St. Peterfbiirgh, Cel. 21, Nov. i, N. S. 1715." 

It is a fufficient proof of the bad terms on 
which the princefs lived with her hufband, 
that Ihe did not once mention his name in 
this petition j unwilling, perhaps, to difturb 
her lafl: moments with any diftreffing re- 



* MuUer in Buf, XV, p. 237. 

2 fledions. 



520 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 4^ 

fledlions. Her ardent dclire to fee the em- 
peror before llie expired, was gratified. Peter^ 
who was at Schliilldburgh at the time of her 
dehveiy, had fet off upon the* firll: news of 
that intelligence for Peterlhurgh ; but, upon 
his arrival in the capital, was feized with a 
fudden illnefs, which confined him to his 
chamber. Upon peruhng, however, the af- 
fedionate expreifions of her attachment, he 
was placed upon a machine rolling upon 
wheels, and thus conveyed to her apartment- 
Their interview was awful : flie took leave 
of him in the moll: moving language and 
affedl ng manner, recommending her children 
to his care, and her fcrvants to his protection ; 
and received from him every confolation which 
her fituation would admit, and the ftrongeft 
alfurances that all her wilhes Ihould be ful- 
filled. She then embraced her children ; and, 
having bedewed them with tears, delivered 
them into the hands of her hufband, whom 
decency obliged to be prefent at this tender 
fcene. Ai'ter having ful!crcd the moft acute 
pains, and ftruggled with fucceeding agonies^ 
fhe expired at midnight ^\ 
. She died a member of the Lutheran reli- 
gion, which flie had in vain been folicitcd to 

♦ Muller and Bruce. 
* renounce; 
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renounce j and nothing conveys a ftronger 
proof of the high efteem in which flie was 
held by the emperor; than that, although 
ihe had not embraced the Greek perfualion, 
her remains were interred in a JlulTian church : 
they were depofited on the 8 th of November 
in the cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
with all the funeral honours due to her exalted 
flat ion. 

I have been thus particular in relating the 
principal circumftances which attended her 
death ; not only becaufe her fate is interefting 
to every feeling mind, but alfo becaufe a few 
years ago there appeared in France the follow- 
ing extraordinary account of this princefs. 
Soon after her delivery, as the emperor hap- 
pened to be abfent from Peterfburgh, fhe per- 
fuaded fome of her attendants to circulate a 
report of her death • and her hufband, who 
paid no attention to her during her illnefs, 
ordered her to be buried without delay : a 
piece of v/ood was fubftituted in the place of 
the body, and interred in the cathedral ; and 
the princefs mad^ her efcape into Fi'ance. 
Apprehenfive of being there difcovered, (he 
embarked for Louifiana ; where flie married a 
French ferjeant, who had formerly been at 
Peterlhurgh, to whom fhe bore a daughter. 
In 1752 fhe came with her hufband to Paris, 

Vol. IL M m was 
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was difcovered as (he was walking in the 
Thuilleries by marfhal Saxe, who promifed 
fecrecy, and procured a commifllon for her 
hufband in the Ifle of Bourbon. Having 
loft her hufband aifd child, flie, in 1754, 
returned to Paris with a negro woman. The 
bills upon the Eaft India Company, which 
ihe brought in her hulband's name, being 
refufed becaufe (he could not prove herfelf to 
be his wife ; a gentleman, whom flie had 
known in the Ille of Bourbon, offered his 
afliftance, which (he declined. She confeffed, 
it is faid, to this gentleman her real charader ; 
and from him the author of the account pre- 
tends to have received thefe anecdotes ; adding, 
that Ihe foon afterwards dilappeared, and was 
fuppofed to have retired to the court of her 
nephew the duke of Brunfwick. In this 
wonderful narrative, tlie king of France is 
alfo faid to have privately acknowledged her, 
and even to have enjoined the governor of the 
Ifle of Bourbon to pay her thofe l;ionours 
which were due to her rank. It is added, 
that the fame monarch, in a letter written 
with his own hand, communicated this dif- 
covery to the emprefs of Germany (then queen 
of Hungary), who thanked the king for his 
intelligence; and immediately wrote to the 
fuppofed princefs, as to her aunt j advifed her 
7 to 
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to quit her hufband and child, whom the 
king of France had promifed to provide for, 
and invited her to Vienna. 
' Although I had little reafon to give credit 
to an anonymous author ; and the whole ftory 
carries with it the air of fid:ion, I yet made it 
the fubje£t of my refearches. I found, upon 
inquiry, that the circumftances of her death 
were fuch as could not be doubted, and ac- 
corded with the accounts which I have before 
. related ; and I was, moreover, informed by a 
Ruffian nobleman of high diftindion, that his 
mother attended the princefs in her illnefsj 
that fhe was a witnefs to her laft moments ; 
gnd faw herfelf the corpfe laid in ftate, when 
perfons of all ranks were admitted to kifs the 
hand of the deoeafed 

It 

* In L'Evefque's Hiftory of Ruffia there is an ample 
detail of the rife and progrefs of this anecdote of the prin- 
cefs's efcape and adventures. It firft made its appearance 
in Richer's Continuation of the Abbe Marcy's Hiftoire 
Moderne i afterwards in Boflu's Nouveaux Voyage dans 
TAmerique Septentrionale ; and lately was revived in 
u Pieces intereiFantes et pea eonnues^ pour fervir a 
" rHiftoire in which, as an additional authority, it ;is 
qualified as an extract: found among the papers of the late 
Duclos, fecretary of the Royal Academy, and Hiftoriogra- 
pher of France. The anecdote, like all other ftories 
which are improved in their progrefs, is dreffed in fomcr 
what different fliapes : in one the name of the hufband is 
4' Auban, in tKe other Moldack ; in one (he marries a third 

' M m 2 time, 
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It is certain, from the following paffage in a 
letter from the king of Pruflia to Mr. d'Alem- 
bert, that a woman appeared at Brunfwic, pre- 
tending to be the deceafed wife of the tzaro- 
vitch : and it is no lefs certain that (he was aa 
impoitor. 

Je puis vous repondre avec plus de precifion fur le 
^ fujet de cette dame qui pretendoit paffer pour I'epoufe du 
" czarowitz ; fon impofture a ete decouverte a Brunfwic, 
«^ ou elle a pafle pea de mois apres la mort de celle dont 
elle emprunta Ic nom ; elle y re^ut quclques charites, 
avec ordre de quitter le pays, et de ne jamais prendre ua 
" nom dont fa naiflance Tecartoit fi fort.'* Correfp. du 
Roi de PrulTe a d'Alembert, ii. p. 138. 



time, and again becomes a widow : the circumftances of 
her efcape are alfo varioufly related, and in all with the moft 
evident marks of falfehood, and abfolute contradidion to 
the moft undoubted facts ; fuch as that fhe was affifted ir\ 
her efcape by the countefs of Koningfmark, although there 
was no lady of that name about her perfon, or at Petcrf-r 
burgh ; that the body of the princefs was interred almoft 
at the inflant of her deceafe, and without any funeral ho- 
nours i that Peter I. was not at Pcterfburgh when fhe died ; 
that Ihc v/a3 brought to bed before her time of a princefs, 
with many other funilar alTertions, which fcarcely deferve 
any fcrious refutation. The reader, who is defirous of 
further information* upon the fubjeva,is referred toL^Evefquq 
Hiftoire de RufTie, Tom. IV. p. 384—389; and to the 
latter part of Mailer's account, Von der Princeflen von 
Wolfcnbuttcl, m Buf, Hift. Mag XV. p. 239 to 241.^ 
An extras^ alfo of * the principal circumftances of this ftory 
is given in the Gentleman's Magazine, and from thence is 
inferted in the Annual Rcgifter for 1776, 
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TABLE of the Exports and Imports 
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GOODS imported at KONIGSBERG 
in PRUSSIA, in 1784. 



Goods by the Pound. 









White lead - 




- 12,908 














Tin * 










141,982 


Sugar 






1 ICONIC 






A ImnnnQ 


- 




CofFee 




J / >* ■'T 


















64,867 


















Q.I '20 


Cinnamon 






Cordamuin 




267 


Rice 




166,503 


Tea 




6,604 


Tobacco 






Brazil wood 




224,756 


Indigo 




32)19^ 


Copperas 




63,162 


Saffron 




183 


Smalts 




17.957 


AUum 




134.979 


Iron wire 




110,178 


Brafs wire 




7.983 


Iron plate 






Englilh fole leather 




V 3,988 



Goods by the Schip. 
Iron - 12,183 

Dryfifh - 445 

C»ocds 
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Goods by the Laft. 

French fait - - . 5,166 — 

Spanifli ditto - 2,345 16 — 

Pomeranian ditto - - 4,163 — — 

Coals - - - - 158 — S 

Lime - - - — — — 

Goods by the Cafk. 

Dutch herrings - - - 1,08 1 

Swedifh ditto . • - 3^)980 

Tar . - - - 1,054 

Train oil - - - 559 

French wine - - - 12,214 

Frontiniac ditto - - - II2 

Rhenifh and Mofel ditto - - 116 

Spanifh ditto ^ . - 57 

Canary ditto - - - — - 

French brandy - 734 

Vinegar . - - - 5^6 

Sweet oil - - - - 147 

Goods by the Value. Rlx-dollars. 

Broad cloth - - - - 60,778 

Medicines and drugs - - 1^161 

Burgundy and Champaign wine - 22,430 

Goods by the Cheft. 

Tin plate - - - 182 

Window ghils - - - 87 j 

Goods by the Piece. 

Oyftcrs ... . 14^375 

Lemons and oranges - . - 278,838 

Chaldgr grind iloncs - - - 365 

Ships entered I5964. 
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